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Walking Audit #1

The project team met at the Bradenton Public Works Building on Thursday, March 23, 2023. The
following stakeholders and project team members were in attendance:

e Amy Ao, FDOT e Rob Perry, Bradenton

e Greg Delong, Bradenton e Susan Montgomery, Bradenton
e Christopher Walters, Bradenton e Shannon Seymour, Bradenton
e Katerina Gerakios-Siren, Bradenton e Wenonah Venter, MPO

e Kim Clayback, Bradenton e Grace Scigousky, MPO

e Dean Jones, Bradenton e Prakrati Shrivastava, MPO

e Christopher Munyon, Bradenton e Ryan Brown, MPO

e Joshua Small, Bradenton e Demian Miller, Benesch

e Richard Howard, FDOT e Chris Keller, Benesch

e Jean Farmer, Bradenton/VOTA e Lauren O'Neill, Benesch

e Donald Brunner, Bradenton e Robert Modys, Benesch

The group followed the general route shown below, stopping as necessary to drive discussion or
discuss an aspect of the study area:
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The following are general observations from the field:

General Observations
Amy Ao, FDOT, noted the following items related to the study area:

e Traffic Ops Improvement project, # 44807 3.
o US 41 Business/9" ST W from 4™ Ave W to 6" Ave W
o Just north of the study area
o View map: Office of Work Program (fdot.gov)
e 14" St W corridor is a safety priority for D1.
o One of most dangerous corridors in the district (top 20)
o FDOT is interested in the recommendations that will come out of the study and
noted that the District may fast-track short term safety projects.

Chris Munyon, CRA Manager, noted the following related to the study area:


https://owpbstandardmap.fdot.gov/?query=WorkProgram_Tbl15_Dissolved_2004,itemseg,4448073

LECOM / VOTA Mobility Study

Sarasota

Manatee bradenton

The Friondly City

A recent CRA Revitalization Study looked at streetscaping, and other elements related to
the study at hand. This Study included an extensive public engagement component. A
final report presentation is impending.

Generally:

The area generally does not feel like a destination.
Significant informal parking is present throughout
the study area.

Parking on the sidewalk is very common.

Additional on-street parking and sidewalks will be
provided by upcoming City projects.

Drainage inlets are being upgraded from “open
facing” style as funds are available to alleviate
inundation during heavy rains, which have resulted in
flooding of private property.

Solid waste management facility results in large
vehicles and related design limitations,
especially along 13" Ave W and 17" Ave W.
Several forms of wayfinding have been installed
throughout the study area, resulting in a
disjointed feeling. VOTA prefers a less
“institutionalized” feel for wayfinding.
Significant issues are present related to FPL
coordination of new streetlights, especially
decorative lighting.

Sidewalks

Kim Clayback, City of Bradenton, noted that
the City does not want any sidewalk pavers
as exists on 9" Ave W next to the stadium.
Kim also noted that the truncated domes at
crosswalks should be yellow, where most are
presently other colors or not present.

On main roads, walking on a sidewalk felt too
close to the roadway due to a lack of
separation.
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Sidewalk conditions are generally not good, both maintenance and width, especially off
9™ St W. New construction projects planned will upgrade the condition of many
sidewalks.

There are several sidewalks subject to
significant heaving by mature trees. The City
has pursued remedies for this elsewhere,
including boardwalks over large roots.
Asphalt sidewalk at 9" St W & 111 Ave W
ends in a parking lot and appears to be DIY.

A sidewalk on west side of the street and/or a
safe crossing to the east side are needed at
13™ St W adjacent the new redevelopment
project.

Little to no shade is offered outside of core LECOM streets in the vicinity of 121" St W. This
detracts from the general experience of walking within the study area.

Sidewalks are often decorated in the VOTA by residents and gallery owners.

9th st W

Significant cyclist and pedestrian activity is
commonly observed, both on and off game
days.

No bicycle lane or shoulder are present.
The RRFB currently installed just north of
17" Ave W is non-standard.

A shuttle between the dirt parking lot north
of the field and the main entry operates in a
closed travel lane during game day.
Cyclists use both the sidewalk and the
roadway. This behavior may be different
when the lane is not closed to
accommodate the LECOM Field Shuttle.
Several crossings outside of marked ; = _
crosswalks were observed of apparent = . N R—
LECOM Field patrons.

The bus stop, located on the west side of 9" St W, has no convenient crossing for
pedestrians.

There is no consistent theme for transit stops, some include shelters, others benches,
and others just signs.
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17" Ave W

School zone from west of 6" St W to east
of 5N St W.

Signing: “Pedestrian Crossing Ahead” on
171 Ave W.

Lighting present does not feel adequate,
especially at 5™ St W.

Heavy freight vehicle traffic share related
to the Public Works facility.

Parking signs may not be to standard.
High pedestrian activity, especially related
to the social services facilities in place
(Our Daily Bread, Goodwill Manasota Job
Connection, etc.)

Midblock crossings by people walking
were observed outside of marked
crosswalks.

Marked crossings are present at 6" St W &
5t St W

bradenton

The Friendly City

Feels like fast moving through traffic; 171" connects 14th St W/US41 Bus to SR 45/US

471 /Tamiami Trail

17" Ave W & 14™ St W/US 41 Business crosswalk, but no signal control for peds to cross.

Present on other three crossings.
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The following details were observed during an earlier site visit:

School crossing guard at 171 Ave W
& 5" St W. Students were
chaperoned from the school to the
crossing guard.

Several students on bikes were seen
sharing narrow sidewalk on 5™ Ave
with pedestrians.

Elementary school students can be
seen biking west from 5" St W on
18" Ave W.

Significant pedestrian volume is present before and after games as there is a high
number of parking spaces in the vicinity of this area, especially combined with school
pick-up.
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While the first walking audit focused on the perceptions of transportation practitioners, the
second Walking Audit was meant to gauge the perception of the study area by the general public.
The following residents and team members were present for the second walking audit:

Grace Scigousky, MPO
Ryan Brown, MPO
Wenonah Venter, MPO
Chris Keller, Benesch
Logan Patterson, Benesch
Robert Modys, Benesch
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Joel Carranza, City of Bradenton Public
Works

Tal Siddique, Resident

Kristen Truong, Resident

Rich Garrett, Resident

and BPTAC Member

The group followed the general route shown below, stopping as necessary to drive discussion or
discuss an aspect of the study area:



Sarasota

LECOM / VOTA Mobility Study

Manatee bradenton

The Friondly City

FAT-PVE WY

|\ | Tthave W

Mis Yo

BthAve W = — —8thrAve W= " sthavew

Wilder's P|zzaw_ T

9th Ave W : o....o
® .
Motorv.'ork%-'ewing 9.‘ SR

g...cg

ﬁ 000C¢
Village of the Arts ®

MISHOL
MISUICL

M35 Y38
MIDIS Y1
M5 Uiz
M35 435

14th Ave W

o, ¥ Y X )

1 o
| oth %Wf'ld-‘lh Ave W
| moo ,

15th Ave W
}1611 9th Street West

‘ Thth Ave W

17th Ave W E ol ]

OQOMO

|
LA W ‘ 18th Ave W

1Bth Ave Dr W |

Mis Uie O..Q.

MISHIEL
MISUILL
MIS YIS

Art Walk / Village of the Arts

It was shared that, during the monthly Art Walk, many on-street parking spaces are taken by
artists' stalls and people walking. Instead, attendees are encouraged to park downtown and walk
to the Art Walk. This increased foot traffic lends itself to a need for better crossing opportunities
across major roads separating downtown from VOTA. Further, there is limited regulatory signage
within the neighborhood for parking that is available during this time, creating confusion about
the legality of parking.

Sidewalks and Cycling

As with the first walking audit, the second found that sidewalk facilities are generally inadequate.
In addition to narrow sidewalks, much evidence of flooding was present throughout the study
area. Further, many sidewalks during the walk were blocked by trash carts. Additionally, a lack of
adequate lighting was noted both by participants and by pedestrians encountered on the tour.

Similarly, no bicycle facilities are provided within the study area. One suggestion received was to
utilize parallel north/south streets to form a bicycle boulevard network. For both bicycling and
walking, interaction with vehicles with a major concern, especially as it pertains to crossing any
of the main roads such as 9" Street, 14" Street, 9" Avenue, and 13™ Avenue.

Other Observations

Many pedestrians were noted going to and from the homeless outreach centers within the study
area, bringing attention to the lack of safe crossing opportunities and narrow sidewalks. In many
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cases, these individuals were utilizing mobility devices (e.g., wheelchairs, walkers) and were
observed experiencing trouble navigating narrow sidewalks with frequent obstructions (e.g., light
poles, landscaping).
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