Sarasota Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization

Active Transportation Plan: Connecting the Region
The Transit Travel Market
The ATP also reviewed transit service in the context of
observed travel patterns. StreetLight Data was used to
gather origin and destination information for the MPO
area. The maps below show relative demand between
activity centers and the top 40 origin and destination
pairs. These data enable a clear understanding of how to
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address people’s travel needs efficiently with fixed route,
and in some cases flexible services.
The full report describes how current travel patterns
align with transit routes. Transit agencies will use this
information as they seek to improve ridership across the
region.
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What is active
transportation?
A safe, comprehensive active
transportation network connects
people of all ages, backgrounds and
abilities with essential destinations
and neighboring communities using
a variety of transportation modes.

Bradenton Riverwalk

Why was the Active Transportation
Plan (ATP) developed?

• Achieve a connected, safe, accessible, and
comfortable network for bicyclists, pedestrians, trail
users, and transit riders

Purpose:

• Increase the number of walking, bicycle, and transit
trips in the region

• Assess the current state of bicycle and pedestrian
infrastructure in Sarasota and Manatee Counties and
identify gaps in facilities
• Serve as a road map for developing a multimodal
bicycle and pedestrian facility network to connect key
destinations, transit services, and the Shared-Use
Nonmotorized (SUN) Trail network
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• Improve safety for people walking, biking, and riding
transit
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Active transportation champions are vital to integrating
bicycle, pedestrian, and transit travel in the region. This
includes leadership, staff support and other resources to
overcome potential institutional, financial, and technical
complexities.
The ATP includes nearly 80 active transportation projects and
evaluates how they would score in the MPO’s prioritization
process, streamlining local agencies’ efforts to submit projects
for future funding.

The ATP considers different user types to help identify
appropriate bicycle facilities for both commuters and
recreational riders. User needs vary based on comfort
level, bicycling skill and experience, age, and trip
purpose. Most people in the study area are ‘interested
but concerned’—they enjoy cycling, but may only be
willing use shared-use paths, low-traffic local streets, or
protected on-street facilities.

• Promote equity in the transportation planning, design,
funding, implementation and evaluation process
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Who does the ATP serve?
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For more information, visit: https://www.mympo.org
or contact: Ryan Brown
Active Transportation Plan Project Manager
(941) 259-6052 | Ryan@mympo.org

Most bicyclists in the Sarasota/
Manatee MPO area fall within the
‘interested but concerned’
user category.
Source: Adapted by Kittelson & Associates, Inc.
from FHWA Separated Bike Lane Planning and
Design Guide

Connecting the Region
The MPO developed a multi-step approach to
understand the existing active transportation
network and identify gaps. The first step was
identifying activity centers. Activity centers are
areas with high numbers of jobs, residents, and
destinations (schools, hospitals, shopping, etc.).
Densely developed and serving a mix of uses, activity
centers encourage walking, biking, and transit travel
within and between them.
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The next step was identify the Active Transportation
Vision Network. The goal of the Vision Network
is to build on the planned SUNTrail network and
statewide Adopted Greenways and Trails to connect
all the activity centers in the region with a safe and
comfortable car-free trip.
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Two routes were drawn between each activity center:

• Existing Bikeable Routes—The shortest distance
between activity centers using only the existing
low stress network
The Vision Network was created by identifying gaps
that could be filled to more closely align the existing
low stress network with the shortest path.
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Created by: Sigal Carmenate, Kittelson & Associates
Sources: FDOT Transportation Data and Analytics Office,
Sarasota-Manatee MPO, Sarasota County, Manatee County GIS Data
http://www.fdot.gov/statistics/gis/
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This example shows the shortest path between
the airport and Downtown Sarasota in orange. The
Vision Network route (blue) was created by taking
advantage of existing bikeable segments (green) and
adjusting to improve route directness.
The near-term network plan focuses on bike routes
that exist today and smaller gaps that can be filled
to improve route directness. The long-term plan
includes new routes on major corridors. The map
on the right shows the existing facilities in the
long-term Vision Network and gaps where there
are no bicycle facilities. The gaps and high-stress
segments (on-street bike lane with posted speed 35
mph or greater) were organized into potential future
projects. The project list was scored against the
MPO’s measures of effectiveness and is provided in
the Active Transportation Plan Report.
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Building the Active Transportation
Network

• Shortest Path—The shortest distance between
activity centers using all roads and trails.

Figure 32. Vision Network Gaps

Active Transportation Plan Vision Network
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