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A Resolution on Passenger Rail in the Interstate 4 Corridor
Sun Coast Transportation Planning Alliance and Central Florida MPO Alliance
June 14, 2024

Whereas, Florida’s Interstate 4 corridor, spanning the Space Coast to the Sun Coast and serving the travel
needs of millions of residents, visitors, and industry, faces unrelenting challenges for safe, reliable, and
affordable transportation options between communities.

Whereas, growth in population, jobs, and tourism thanks to Florida’s inviting climate and welcoming economy
is driving traffic congestion and safety pressures in the 1-4 Corridor.

Whereas, even with the laudable efforts of the Florida Department of Transportation and the Governor’s
Moving Florida Forward Initiative, we risk falling further behind in coming years without fully developing safe
and efficient multi-modal transportation options to support traffic and economic growth in the I-4 corridor.
NOW, THEREFORE, IN RECOGNITION OF THE FOREGOING, the involved MPOs hereby jointly
understand, agree, and commit to planning as follows:

The Sun Coast Transportation Planning Alliance and Central Florida MPO Alliance, representing the state’s 10
metropolitan planning organizations along the I-4 Corridor, recognize there is a critical transportation need and
priority to bring expanded passenger rail service to this super-region.

Passenger rail options should include higher speed Brightline rail service linking Tampa Bay to the Orlando
Metro area, the Space Coast and Southeast Florida, along with more frequent and new Amtrak service
between Tampa Bay and metro Orlando, and other parts of the United States to satisfy the ever-growing travel
demand between and through our regions.

This resolution recognizes that Brightline and Amtrak offer different service options for distinct travel markets
and price points to connect people to jobs, education, and other destinations, and thus may operate
complementarily service rather than competitively.

Other complementary actions, including station area planning, advanced air mobility, infrastructure support for
the trucking industry, and enhanced operations and systems management, must be part of this regional
mobility package.

The issues of traffic congestion, travel time reliability, safety, and jobs access are at a critical breaking point in
the I-4 Corridor. As our Metro Orlando and Tampa Bay regions grow so rapidly, that growth needs to be
aligned with the State of Florida’s established priorities. Those priorities include sustaining the state's economy
through resilience adaptation, preservation of outstanding environmental assets, and connecting wildlife
corridors, all of which help guide public investment and growth to where it best serves regional and statewide
interests.

The expansion of regional passenger rail between the Atlantic Coast, Metro Orlando and Tampa Bay will
complement our continuing multi-MPO and multi-District regional collaboration efforts to ensure productive
traffic flow and safe, reliable travel along the I-4 corridor. This will further our shared project priorities and
enhance our ongoing Transportation Systems Management and Operations (TSMO) initiative.

The respective MPOs, through their respective work programs and shared regional collaboration activities of
the Central Florida MPO Alliance and Sun Coast Transportation Planning Alliance, hereby call upon the State
of Florida and other interested parties to work cooperatively to expand transit and transportation options
serving the Interstate 4 Corridor.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF AND AS APPROVED BY THE JOINT MPO ALLIANCES on the date shown below:
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