RESOLUTION

NUMBER 2024-03

Joint resolution by the Metropolitan Planning Organizations of Collier, Lee,
Charlotte County - Punta Gorda, and Sarasota/Manatee supporting the
submission of an application to make the case for the inclusion of a Southwest
Florida Rail Study among the Passenger Rail Priorities of the Metropolitan
Planning Organization Advisory Council

Whereas, there are no existing and planned intercity or high speed rail service serving
the major urban centers in Southwest Florida,;

Whereas, the Federal Railroad Administration's (FRA) long term regional
passenger rail vision plan for the Southeast Region, developed in December
2020, identifies passenger rail service from Tampa to Naples via Bradenton,
Sarasota, Port Charlotte, and Fort Myers, as shown in Exhibit A;

Whereas, FDOT's Rail System Plan, updated in October 2023, illustrates three tiers
of Conceptual Intercity Passenger Rail Corridor Connections;

Whereas, one of those rail corridor connections serving new passenger rail markets
include a Miami-Naples-Tampa passenger rail alignment under Tier lll as shown in
Exhibit B;

Whereas, FDOT will be evaluating all three tiers of corridors at some point of time to
assess their ability to help achieve the statewide vision for passenger rail;

Whereas, the Metropolitan Planning Organization Advisory Council has launched a
Passenger Rail Priorities Program (PRPP) Pilot and is identifying priority intercity
passenger rail projects that can enhance Florida's rail projects;

Whereas, the list of potential passenger rail priorities will allow Florida to take
advantage of new funding opportunities available through the Bipartisan
Infrastructure Bill, and planning grants available through the Florida Rail Enterprise;

Whereas, a Southwest Florida Rail Study among the list of priorities would highlight

the lack of existing and planned passenger rail service in Southwest Florida, and
brings urgency to fund and undertake the study;
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Whereas, the Southwest Florida Rail Study would investigate the feasibility of running
an intercity (Amtrak) or high speed rail on | -75 using the multi-modal transit envelope
and connecting all four metropolitan areas with existing and planned passenger rail
network in Tampa;

Whereas, the results and recommendations from the study would help guide FDOT,
the four Metropolitan Planning Organizations of Collier, Lee, Charlotte County-Punta
Gorda and Sarasota/Manatee (together, the BOARDS). The study would also assist
local governments to coordinate, collaborate, plan, and fund the next phases for
establishing intercity or high speed passenger rail service in Southwest Florida.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY ALL FOUR (4) METROPOLITAN PLANNING
ORGANIZATION BOARDS IN SOUTHWEST FLORIDA THAT:

1. The BOARDS support the submission of an application by all four MPOs to
make the case for the inclusion of a Southwest Florida Rail Study among the
Metropolitan Planning Organization Advisory Council’s Passenger Rail Priorities.

2. That this resolution may be executed and sent in counterparts, each of which

shall be deemed original, but all of which shall constitute one and the same
instrument.
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LEE COUNTY METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION

Adopted at Public Meeting on November 17, 2023
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“Commissiongf Cecil Pendergrass, MPO Chair
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P Der,ek’R;Joney, MPO Attorney
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Donald Scott, MPO Dlrecfér

3|Page




COLLIER METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION

Adopted at Public Meeting on December 8, 2023
Council Member Greg Folley, MPO Chair
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“—8Cott Teach, Deputy County Attorney
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Anne Laughlin,}dPO Director
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CHARLOTTE COUNTY-PUNTA GORDA METROPOLITAN PLANNING

ORGANIZATION Adopted at Public Meeting on March 21, 2024
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Commissiofer Christopher G. Constance, MD
MPQO Chair

/ﬂanette S. Knowlton, MPO Legal Advisor
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" D'lGan L. Harris, MPO Director
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SARASOTA MANATEE METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION

Adopted at Public Meeting on January 29, 2024

S
Mayor Gene Brown, MPO Chair
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Nanette Eubanks, Clerk to the Board
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David Hutchinson, MPO Director
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EXHIBIT A
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A baseline network that
includes the regional Miami-
Orlando corridor

A backbone network that
includes an Atlanta to Orlando
Core Express spine and the
extension of the regional Miami
to Orlando corridor to Tampa

A full network that includes an
extension of the regional Miami
to Tampa corridor to Naples and
an emerging corridor between
Orlando and Gainesville



EXHIBIT B
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