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6 ECONOMY 
Keeping freight moving is essential to the local 
economy.  

Improve accessibility and multimodal connectivity by 
promoting proximity to jobs and efficient movement of 
freight and goods. 

Economy and tourism within the LRTP can be easily 
concentrated into the following three categories: 

1. Job Access – Getting people to their jobs.
2. Freight Access – Getting goods to people.
3. Tourism – Serving the transportation needs of

visitors.

Regional freight is served primarily by air, sea, truck, 
and rail through Sarasota-Bradenton Airport and Port 
Manatee. I-75, US 301, US 41, and the CSX and 
Seminole-Gulf Railways are the primary surface 
transportation routes used to transport goods to and 
through the region.  

The most crucial documentation to help achieve these 
three categories include:  

• FDOT District 1 Freight Mobility and Trade Plan
(2023)

• Measuring Performance: Freight and Economic
Development Report (2020)

• Port Manatee Master Plan (2016)
• SRQ Airport Master Plan Updated (2021)
• Various transit studies

Florida’s economy has diversified significantly in the 
past decade and the state’s growing population 
consumes a wide range of goods and services. Freight 
transportation will continue to be supported and 
enhanced by a reliable transportation network, 
protecting an essential building block of the state’s 
economy. 

Economy 

Objectives 

Projects should… 

Stimulate economy in 
enterprise or economic 
development zones and 
opportunity zones 

Maintain the regional freight 
network 

Improve access to major 
tourist destinations 

Does the project… 

Address a need in a targeted 
enterprise or economic 
development zone? 

Make improvements to the 
adopted freight network? 

Provide new or improved access 
to a high freight activity center? 

Improve a route with high truck 
volume? 

• Attract high-tech businesses
and employees

• Focus on port centers as
economic engines

• Brand and plan for the higher
education/cultural corridor on
US 41

Prioritization Factors 

Vision Statements 
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Although the economy has diversified significantly, the tourism sector still makes up the largest 
share of employment in Sarasota and Manatee counties. Naturally, tourism is also one of the 
largest generators of freight demand, concentrating the movement of goods and services 
towards the region’s barrier islands and urban centers. The accommodation of tourist and 
employee travel across the region is also crucial to the sustained success of the local economy, 
so maintaining access to these areas is essential to continually enhancing this sector.  

6.1 Measuring Performance: Freight & Economic Development 
The economies of Sarasota and Manatee counties are driven by freight, or goods movement, as 
are most economies. The federal requirement that MPOs improve the transportation network to 
make freight movement more efficient is crucial, not just to meet federal requirements, but to 
sustain the local economy.    

This chapter provides a review of the importance of freight in the region, starting with a 
summary of six of the largest local job categories and freight generators; their respective 
impact on the economy; and the primary networks (land, air/sea, and rail) that collectively serve 
each generator. Figure 6-1 includes some employment and economic statistics that quantify 
various employment sectors’ magnitude and importance in the Sarasota-Manatee region. 

Figure 6-1: Major Regional Freight Generators5 

Roads - I-75 serves as the primary freight corridor for the region, ultimately connecting Sarasota 
and Manatee Counties to Fort Myers, Naples, and Miami to the south and Tampa, Atlanta, 
Detroit, and beyond to the north. Segments of US 41, US 301, SR 64, SR 70, SR 72, and SR 
780/Fruitville Road also have a high share of truck volume.   

5 https://floridajobs.org/economic-data/quarterly-census-of-employment-and-wages-
(qcew)/employment-wages-by-county 
Sarasota County Loves Tourists | Visit Sarasota County 
https://www.businessobserverfl.com/news/2024/aug/28/long-term-planning-manatee-county/ 

https://floridajobs.org/economic-data/quarterly-census-of-employment-and-wages-(qcew)/employment-wages-by-county
https://floridajobs.org/economic-data/quarterly-census-of-employment-and-wages-(qcew)/employment-wages-by-county
https://www.visitsarasota.com/article/sarasota-county-loves-tourists#:%7E:text=Below%20are%20a%20few%20of,visitors)%20over%20the%20prior%20year:
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Bridges - Bridges are an especially important aspect of the regional transportation system, 
because the largest freight generator, tourism, is largely tied to the barrier islands. Quality 
bridges are paramount to keeping the tourism industry thriving. Although the region is home to 
over 500 bridges, Table 6-1 illustrates the top five that are vital to freight movement in the 
region. 

Table 6-1: Bridges 2015 AADT and Truck Volume Share 

Facility Location AADT Truck 
Percentage 

SR 684 Cortez Road Bridge 16,000 3% 
SR 758 Siesta Drive Bridge 17,600 4% 
SR 72 Stickney Point Road Bridge 26,000 3% 
SR 789 Ringling Causeway 39,000 4% 
SR 64 Manatee Avenue Bridge 18,400 5% 

Source: FDOT Online Traffic Data (2023) 

Air and Sea - Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport (SRQ) and Port Manatee both serve as 
important components of the freight system. According to the 2022 SRQ Airport Master Plan 
Update, the airport handled nearly 1 million passenger enplanements in 20196, a 44 percent 
increase over the previous year. Passenger enplanements are projected to increase at an 
average annual rate of 2.6%, reaching 1.65 million passengers by 2039. Of similarly sized peer 
ports across Florida, Port Manatee had the highest import tonnage and the third highest export 
tonnage in 2015. Both facilities are discussed in more detail elsewhere in this chapter. 

Rail - The CSX and Seminole-Gulf railways serve the region. The Seminole-Gulf Railway is a 
short-line service, moving goods between distribution centers for land transport. This facility 
runs from SR 70 to SR 780/Fruitville Road via two spurs that parallel US 301. The CSX 
Transportation Palmetto Subdivision serves a variety of customers, including Port Manatee and 
inland mining and agricultural operations. This facility runs from Oneco north to Tampa, with an 
east-west spur in Palmetto and connects the region to the national rail freight network.  

Of key importance to the region is the tourism industry. According to Visit Sarasota, the tourism 
industry brought approximately 2.8 million visitors to Sarasota County in 2024, spending over 
$2.5 billion and, when combined with the ripple effects on the local economy, generated over 
$3.9 billion in economic impact7. The Business Observer reported over 3.8 million visitors to 
Manatee County in 2023, generating $2.2 billion in economic impact8. One significant 
transportation concern is facilitating the safe and convenient crossing of the Manatee River, 

6 Sarasota Bradenton International Airport Master Plan Update, Working Paper 1, January 2020. 
7 https://www.visitsarasota.com/article/sarasota-county-loves-
tourists#:~:text=Below%20are%20a%20few%20of,visitors)%20over%20the%20prior%20year: 
8https://www.businessobserverfl.com/news/2024/aug/28/long-term-planning-manatee-county/ 

https://www.visitsarasota.com/article/sarasota-county-loves-tourists#:%7E:text=Below%20are%20a%20few%20of,visitors)%20over%20the%20prior%20year:
https://www.visitsarasota.com/article/sarasota-county-loves-tourists#:%7E:text=Below%20are%20a%20few%20of,visitors)%20over%20the%20prior%20year:
https://www.businessobserverfl.com/news/2024/aug/28/long-term-planning-manatee-county/
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improving connections between the region and Tampa Bay for both visitors and residents. The 
river is currently served locally by two bridges (DeSoto Bridge and Green Bridge) and I-75. 
Replacement of the DeSoto Bridge is slated for construction in the FDOT Work Program before 
2030. Additional improvements should be made to enhance the general circulation of visitors. 
Such improvements include the expansion and improvement of roadways, pedestrian and 
bicycle facilities, parking, transit and circulators, and related infrastructure. 

Other Economic Drivers - A scenario planning and vision process was identified and undertaken 
to understand how the public preferred to see the region continue to grow. One component of 
this vision was to promote economic diversity. Beyond freight and tourism, three economic 
engines shape local travel demand:  

• Spring Training Baseball: Facilities for the Pirates, Orioles, and Braves draw seasonal
visitors and diversify tourism. Ensuring safe, efficient access to stadiums supports this
economic driver of the region’s economy

• Beaches: From Anna Maria Island to Manasota Key, barrier-island beaches are the area’s
signature attractions. Maintaining bridges and offering multi-modal alternatives to reach
and navigate these islands are essential for the region’s economy

• Education: Expanding connections to USF Sarasota-Manatee and New College of Florida
strengthens the higher-education corridor along US 41, attracts high-paying employers,
and promotes valuable activity centers in the region’s core.

6.2 FDOT Freight Mobility and Trade Plan (FMTP) 
FDOT updated the District One FMTP in 2023. The Plan provides a comprehensive guide for 
planners and engineers and informs future transportation plans and operational improvements. 
The document will be updated to reflect changes in the regional landscape, including new 
industries, infrastructure improvements, and technological innovations. The district FMTP will 
ultimately inform the Statewide FMTP, supporting requests for federal and state funding for 
enhancements or improvements to the existing regional freight network. 

6.2.1 Land Use 
Freight Activity Centers (FACs) represent hubs of significant freight-related activities, including 
warehousing, distribution, manufacturing, and intermodal freight transfers. These centers are 
important to the region because they are key locations where goods are consolidated, stored, 
and distributed. Most freight activity in the Sarasota-Manatee region moves via truck. However, 
more than 5% of freight within Manatee County is moved via rail and 12% via water, with Port 
Manatee being the only port in the region. 

The freight generators in the region vary between the two counties, as shown in Table 6-2. 
However, in both Counties, Warehousing & Distribution centers are largest, in terms of square 
footage. See table 6-3.  
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Table 6-2: Top 5 Freight Related Land Use Categories by Square Footage 

Rank Manatee Sarasota 
1 Warehouse & Distribution Centers Warehouse & Distribution Centers 
2 Light Manufacturing Light Manufacturing 
3 Fruit, Vegetable & Meat Packing Plants Airports & Bus Terminals 
4 Utilities Utilities 
5 Heavy Industrial Lumber Yards, Sawmills & Planning Mills 

Source: FDOT Freight & Logistics Overview (2021), Transearch database (2018) 

6.2.2 Strategic Intermodal System (SIS) 
The SIS is a network of transportation facilities that make up the backbone of Florida's 
economy, connecting key markets, airports, seaports, rail terminals, and other transportation 
centers across the state. In D1, the SIS includes several major highways, rail lines, airports, and 
seaports that are designated as "strategic" due to their importance for the movement of goods 
and people. 

Figure 6-2: SIS Facilities 
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The SIS is critical for efficient transportation and movement of goods throughout FDOT D1, the 
state and beyond. SIS facilities (see Figure 6-2) in the Sarasota/Manatee region include: 

• SIS Highway Corridors: I-75, I-275, SR 70 (east of I-75)
• SIS Highway Connectors: Piney Point Rd
• Strategic Growth Highway Connectors: University Pkwy (west of I-75)
• SIS Railways: CSX Railroad
• Strategic Growth Railway Corridors: Seminole Gulf Railway
• SIS Waterways: Gulf Intracoastal Waterway
• SIS Seaports: SeaPort Manatee
• Strategic Growth Commercial Service Airports: SRQ Sarasota Bradenton International

Airport

Figure 6-3: Freight Mobility Corridors 

During the State FMTP process, Freight Mobility Corridors (FMCs) were designated to denote 
the essential components of the transportation network for moving goods within a region 
(Figure 6-3). These can be divided into three modes: highway, rail and waterways. The 
Sarasota-Manatee region is served by 205 miles of roadways, 63 miles of waterways, and two 
railroad companies: (1) CSX Transportation (CSXT) and (2): Seminole Gulf Railway (SGRL). 
Manatee County has 48 rail miles (7% of D1 rail miles), and Sarasota County has 16 rail miles 
(2.4% of D1 rail miles). 
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6.2.3 Foreign Trade Zones (FTZs) 
Foreign Trade Zones are designated areas within the US where foreign and domestic goods can 
be imported, stored, processed, and re-exported without customs duties and taxes. FTZs 
provide companies with a competitive advantage and help attract foreign investment to the 
state of Florida. There are 20 FTZs in Florida. There are three FTZs in D1, with one in Manatee 
County (FTZ #169: Manatee County Port Authority) (Figure 6-4). 

6.2.4 Implementation 
The Plan identified numerous interchange 
modification projects and two truck parking 
facilities in the region, at River Road and SeaPort 
Manatee. The SIS 2050 cost feasible plan 
includes both interchange and roadway widening 
improvements, all of which will improve goods 
movement within the region and connections to 
external freight markets outside the region. 

6.3 Seaport Manatee Master Plan 
SeaPort Manatee is a 1,100-acre deepwater 
seaport that includes a large ship basin, a 40’ 
deep, 2.9-mile-long access channel, ten 40-foot 
berths, over 1,000,000 square feet of warehouse 
space, underground petroleum pipelines, and a 
containerized cargo area. It is owned and 
operated by the Manatee County Port Authority, 
which is a special district of the State of Florida.  

The Port Manatee Master Plan, last updated in 2022, provides a framework for the port’s 
maintenance and expansion program through the next decade and beyond. The plan builds on 
previous efforts to help diversify operations, and generate local, regional, and statewide 
economic benefits. These economic benefits are significant. The port generates over $7 billion 
in local economic impact, supports more than 42,000 jobs directly and indirectly, and moves 
over 11 million tons of cargo annually. Future tonnage moving into and out of SeaPort Manatee 
is expected to more than double over the 2050 planning horizon for many commodities, 
including container, breakbulk, liquid, and bulk citrus cargo.   

SeaPort Manatee is in a growth posture, with plans to expand operations over the coming 20 
years. Figure 6-5 portrays a graphic depiction of the port’s footprint and expanded operations in 
the future. In September 2022, USDOT awarded SeaPort Manatee a nearly $12 million 
Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA) grant award to expand container yard facilities by 
16.56 acres. The expansion project is expected to be completed in 2025. 

Figure 6-4: SeaPort Manatee’s Foreign-Trade Zone 
No. 169; Source: Seaport Manatee 
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Figure 6-5: SeaPort Manatee 20-Year Vision 

As a designated SIS facility, access from the port to the rest of the state system is crucial. To 
facilitate this connection, the port has a landside transportation network that includes several 
internal roadways, and the Port Manatee Railroad, a seven-mile short-line system.  Both 
networks connect to US 41, the CSX Railroad, and other SIS facilities. Upgrades and expansions 
of these and other port facilities such as expanded berths, storage and container facilities, and 
access gates will have the potential to impact the roadway network adjoining the facility. 
Special care should be taken to ensure the adjoining roadways do not experience a reduction in 
level of service, potentially limiting the ability of goods to move in and out of this major 
economic driver. 

6.4 Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport Master Plan 
Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport (SRQ) is a public airport with two runways, a 
commercial service terminal, three fixed base operators (FBOs), and hosts tenants including 
restaurants and support services for commercial airlines and passengers. FDOT estimates that 
SRQ contributes over $1.3 billion to the state economy each year through on-airport spending 
and visitor spending9.  

Existing and projected enplanements were estimated as part of the Airport Master Plan Update. 
As shown in Figure 6-6, steady growth at a rate of 1.7 percent is forecasted through 2039. This 
growth will help to continue to drive the tourism industry in the region. 

9 March 2019 Florida Statewide Economic Impact Study, SRQ Summary Report, Accessed at: 
https://www.fdot.gov/aviation/economicimpact.shtm  

https://www.fdot.gov/aviation/economicimpact.shtm
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SRQ does not currently accommodate any scheduled cargo carriers, though approximately 
200,000 pounds of cargo moves through the airport as “belly freight” (onboard passenger 
aircraft) on an annual basis. According to the Forecasts of Aviation Activity master plan 
document, state-wide growth of air cargo is expected to be approximately 2.5 percent annually. 
However, because SRQ does not currently accommodate scheduled cargo carriers and does not 
plan to in the near-term, a 1.5 percent annual increase is expected instead. 

Figure 6-6: Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport (SRQ) enplanement growth rate estimates 

Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport plays a vital role in the region’s largest employment 
sector. The airport recently completed a ground transportation expansion project, enhancing 
accommodations for public transit, transportation network companies (TNCs), and hotel 
shuttles. Currently, the airport is served by Route 99, a transit route operated by both MCAT and 
Breeze. In addition, Breeze operates Route 76, a touring route connecting the airport with hotels 
in downtown Sarasota, as well as Routes 2 & 8.  

The LRTP process should promote safe and convenient connections to and from the airport for 
visitors to and residents of the region.  

6.5 The Future of Freight in the Region 
Land uses typically associated with freight include manufacturing facilities, distribution centers, 
packing facilities, agriculture, and other types of freight activity centers. The MPO region 
currently has several clusters of industrial and agricultural land use, concentrated primarily 
along the I-75 corridor in southern Manatee and northern Sarasota counties. Figure 6-7 displays 
future land use designations of the Unincorporated Counties, particularly freight-related land 
uses including agricultural and industrial areas. The transportation facilities that connect these 
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areas to the primary highways, railways, and SeaPort Manatee are those with the greatest 
freight needs. (Each jurisdiction maintains its own future land use maps.) 

Figure 6-7: Sarasota/Manatee Region Future Land Use 

Manatee County has two land use overlays related to economic development in the area 
surrounding SeaPort Manatee. The Florida International Gateway Overlay is a land use overlay in 
the County’s Comprehensive Plan covering a 2,000-acre area directly east of SeaPort Manatee 
extending to east of I-75. The intent of the land use overlay is to encourage a variety of land 
development that includes light industrial uses. The County’s Planned Development 
Encouragement Zoning District is part of the County’s zoning code defined to encourage port 
port-compatible land development, the majority of which can be considered freight-oriented or 
freight-intensive land use. Examples include manufacturing, warehousing, distribution centers, 
and other light and heavy industrial land uses. Figure 6-8 depicts the two land use overlays. 
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Figure 6-8: Freight Related Land Uses Manatee County 

The Sarasota County Economic Development Corporation (EDC) has identified five locations 
across Sarasota County to promote development and attract businesses. Several of the sites 
are well suited for freight-related land uses. Figure 6-9 depicts the location of three of the EDC 
sites, which include the Sarasota International Trade Center Corridor, the Lorraine Commerce 
Park, and the South River Road Business Park. 

The Sarasota International Trade Center Corridor, located along Fruitville Rd between I-75 and 
Lorraine Rd, is billed by the EDC as a prime strategic location for a business manufacturing hub. 
With future land use designations including Rural, Semi-Rural, and Major Employment Center 
and projected growth of more than 15,490 jobs (LRTP 2050 socioeconomic data), this area will 
likely generate a significant increase in demand on the surrounding transportation 
infrastructure.  
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Figure 6-9: Economic Development Corporation Sites 

The Lorraine Commerce Park is located east of I-75 between the SR 681 interchange and SR 72. 
The future land use designation of the entire area is Rural. The MPO expects to add more than 
2195 jobs in the area by 2050 (LRTP 2050 socioeconomic data) and FDOT has planned a 
modification of the SR 681 interchange to include a full interchange. The interchange currently 
only serves northbound entrance and southbound exit traffic, which limits access to this area 
from/to the interstate. The EDC bills this area a prime location for direct access to major freight 
markets to the north and south of Sarasota County. 

The South River Rd Business Park is located in Englewood along S River Rd between E Dearborn 
St and Manasota Beach Rd. The future land use designation of the area includes Rural, Semi-
Rural, and Major Employment Center and the expected employment growth is more than 1,809 
jobs by 2050 (LRTP 2050 socioeconomic data). 
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6.5.1 Freight Supportive Roadway Improvements 
The roadway projects identified in the needs assessment phase of the LRTP update include 
roadway widenings, roadway expansions, and intersection improvements that serve both people 
and goods movement.  

In FDOT’s SIS Cost Feasible Plan and Work Programs, there are numerous roadway widening 
and expansion projects and interchange improvement projects that will improve access to 
Freight Activity Centers, like SeaPort Manatee, and improve freight movement within and 
throughout the County (Table 6-2). On non-SIS roadways, there are many proposed and 
underway road widening and expansion projects that will improve goods movement within and 
through the County (Table 6-3). Many of these are located along non-SIS arterials, but that still 
play an outsized role in freight movement throughout the region.  
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Table 6-2: SIS Improvements 

Facility Improvement Type County Source 

I-75 at Fruitville Rd Interchange - Add Lanes Sarasota SIS Adopted 5-Year 
Plan 

I-75 at SR 64 Interchange - Modify Manatee SIS Adopted 5-Year 
Plan 

I-75 at SR 681 Interchange - Add Lanes Manatee SIS Adopted 5-Year 
Plan 

I-75 from Bee Ridge Rd Interchange - Add Lanes Sarasota SIS Adopted 5-Year 
Plan 

Port Manatee Seaport Capacity Manatee SIS Adopted 5-Year 
Plan 

SR 70 from Bourneside Blvd to 
Waterbury Rd Lanes - Increased from 2 to 4 Manatee SIS Adopted 5-Year 

Plan 
SR 70 from Lorraine Rd to 
Waterbury Rd PDE/EMO Study Manatee SIS Adopted 5-Year 

Plan 

I-75 at Bee Ridge Road Interchange - Add Lanes Sarasota SIS Approved 2nd 
5-Year Plan

I-75 at Moccasin Wallow Rd Interchange - Modify Manatee SIS CFP (2035-
2050) 

I-75 from Fruitville Rd to SR 70 Managed Lanes Manatee SIS CFP (2035-
2050) 

I-75 from SR 681 to SR 72 Add 1 Auxiliary Lane Sarasota SIS CFP (2035-
2050) 

I-75 from SR 70 to US 301 Managed Lanes Manatee SIS CFP (2035-
2050) 

I-75 from SR 72 to Fruitville Rd Managed Lanes Manatee SIS CFP (2035-
2050) 

I-75 from SR 72 to Fruitville Rd. Managed Lanes Sarasota SIS CFP (2035-
2050) 

I-75 from Sumter Blvd to SR 72 Lanes - Increased from 6 to 10 Sarasota SIS CFP (2035-
2050) 

I-75 from US 301 to Moccasin
Wallow Rd Lanes - Increased from 6 to 10 Manatee SIS CFP (2035-

2050) 
Piney Point Road from US 41 to 
Reeder Rd Lanes - Increased from 2 to 4 Manatee SIS CFP (2035-

2050) 
SR 70 from CR 675 to Desoto 
County Line Lanes - Increased from 2 to 4 Manatee SIS CFP (2035-

2050) 
SR 70 from Manatee County Line 
to Peace River Lanes - Increased from 2 to 4 Manatee SIS CFP (2035-

2050) 
University Pkwy from Lockwood 
Ridge Rd to Cattlemen Rd Planning Study Manatee SIS CFP (2035-

2050) 



REPORT TITLE 

Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization 6-15 

Table 6-3: Non-SIS Improvements 

Roads Involved Result County Source 

Buckeye Rd from Us 41 to I-75 Lanes - Increased 
from 2 to 4 Manatee MPO LRTP 

Capacity Program 
Fort Hamer Bridge from Upper 
Manatee River Rd to Rive Isle Run 

Lanes - Increased 
from 2 to 4 Manatee MPO LRTP 

Capacity Program 
Fruitville Rd from Sarasota Center 
Blvd to Lorraine Rd 

Lanes - Increased 
from 2 to 4 Sarasota MPO LRTP 

Capacity Program 
Lorraine Rd from Knights Trail Rd 
to Moonbeam Ave New 2 Lane Road Sarasota MPO LRTP 

Capacity Program 
Lorraine Rd from Palmer Blvd to 
Fruitville Rd New 2 Lane Road Sarasota MPO LRTP 

Capacity Program 
US 301 from US 41 to Sarasota 
County Line Widening Manatee MPO LRTP 

Capacity Program 
44th Avenue from 5th Street West 
to 15th Street East 

Lanes - Increased 
from 2 to 4 Manatee MPO LRTP 

Unfunded Needs 
Buckeye Road from Fort Hamer Rd 
to Us 301 

Lanes - Increased 
from 2 to 4 Manatee MPO LRTP 

Unfunded Needs 
Buckeye Road from I-75 to Fort 
Hamer Rd 

Lanes - Increased 
from 2 to 4 Manatee MPO LRTP 

Unfunded Needs 
Dove Avenue from Lorraine Road 
to SR 72 New 2 Lane Road Sarasota MPO LRTP 

Unfunded Needs 
Fort Hamer Bridge from Upper 
Manatee River Rd to Rive Isle Run 

Lanes - Increased 
from 2 to 4 Manatee MPO LRTP 

Unfunded Needs 
Fort Hamer Rd from Buckeye Road 
To County Line Road New 2 Lane Road Manatee MPO LRTP 

Unfunded Needs 
Fort Hamer Rd from Camp Creek 
Trail to Hillsborough County Line Road Extension Manatee MPO LRTP 

Unfunded Needs 
Fruitville Rd from Bourneside Blvd 
to Verna Rd  Widening Sarasota MPO LRTP 

Unfunded Needs 
Fruitville Rd from Lorraine Rd to 
Bourneside Rd Widening Sarasota MPO LRTP 

Unfunded Needs 
Hillsborough Blvd from S 
Cranberry Blvd to Toledo Blade 
Blvd 

Widening Sarasota MPO LRTP 
Unfunded Needs 

Honore Ave from Fruitville to 17th 
Street 

Lanes - Increased 
from 2 to 4 Sarasota MPO LRTP 

Unfunded Needs 
Laurel Rd from Knights Trail Rd to 
Jacaranda Blvd 

Lanes - Increased 
from 2 to 4 Sarasota MPO LRTP 

Unfunded Needs 
Laurel Road from I-75 to Knights 
Trail 

Lanes - Increased 
from 4 to 6 Sarasota MPO LRTP 

Unfunded Needs 
N Tuttle Avenue from Martin 
Luther King Jr Way to University 
Parkway 

Lanes - Increased 
from 2 to 4 Sarasota MPO LRTP 

Unfunded Needs 
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Figure 6-10 depicts the freight-related improvements in the region. 

Raintree Boulevard from Harbor 
Boulevard to Blueleaf Drive 

Lanes - Increased 
from 2 to 4 Sarasota MPO LRTP 

Unfunded Needs 
Raintree Boulevard from I-75 to 
Desoto County Line New 2 Lane Road Sarasota MPO LRTP 

Unfunded Needs 
River Rd from Winchester Blvd to 
Pine St Widening Sarasota MPO LRTP 

Unfunded Needs 
River Rd from Winchester Blvd to 
US 41 

Lanes - Increased 
from 2 to 4 Sarasota MPO LRTP 

Unfunded Needs 
University Parkway from 
Lakewood Ranch Blvd to Lorraine 
Road 

Lanes - Increased 
from 4 to 6 

Sarasota/ 
Manatee 

MPO LRTP 
Unfunded Needs 

University Parkway from Lorraine 
Road to Bourneside Boulevard 

Lanes - Increased 
from 2 to 4 

Sarasota/ 
Manatee 

MPO LRTP 
Unfunded Needs 

Veterans Boulevard at Raintree 
Boulevard New Intersection Sarasota MPO LRTP 

Unfunded Needs 
Yorkshire St from Hillsborough 
Blvd to E of I-75 

Lanes - Increased 
from 2 to 4 Sarasota MPO LRTP 

Unfunded Needs 
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Figure 6-10 SIS Improvements and non-SIS Capacity Improvements 



REPORT TITLE 

Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization 6-18 

6.5.2 Yorkshire/Raintree Interchange 
The 2045 Long Range Transportation Plan proposed a new I-75 interchange in North Port at 
Yorkshire St/Raintree Blvd. The potential interchange was discussed during the January 2018 
joint Governing Board meeting of the Charlotte County-Punta Gorda MPO and 
Sarasota/Manatee MPO. The discussion concluded that Raintree St may provide a most direct 
route for evacuation, and Yorkshire St may have the most potential for economic development. 
A combined collector-distributor interchange is proposed to support both economic growth and 
evacuation routes.  

In 2022, Sarasota/Manatee MPO, Charlotte County-Punta Gorda MPO, Sarasota County, and the 
City of North Port coordinated on long-term planning for the future interchange and a White 
Paper was developed. Several projects, listed in Table 6-4, were identified to support the 
feasibility of a future interchange.  

Table 6-4 Yorkshire/Raintree Interchange-Supporting Projects 

6.6 Transit 
As the region continues to grow, with 52% expected population growth and 50% employment 
growth expected between 2020 and 2050, the MPO is exploring various transportation options 
to ensure efficient mobility, reduce congestion, and support economic growth. For instance, 
water taxi services, bus rapid transit and passenger rail could all offer unique benefits for locals 
and tourists alike by providing alternative mobility options and reducing reliance on the personal 
automobile.  

Several transit services currently support tourism in the region, including: 

• 76 Flyer (Breeze): Provides low-cost service from Sarasota Bradenton International
Airport to hotels in downtown Sarasota.

• 77 Siesta Islander (Breeze): Provides free service between Downtown Sarasota and
Turtle Beach on Siesta Key .

• Anna Maria Trolley (MCAT): Provides free service on Anna Maria Island between
Coquina Beach and the Anna Maria City Pier.

Projects Improvement Type 

Veterans Blvd at Raintree Blvd/Harbor Blvd New Intersection 

Yorkshire St from Veterans Blvd to E of I-75 Widening 

Raintree Blvd from Harbor Blvd to Blueleaf Dr Widening 

Raintree Blvd from I-75 to Desoto County Line New 2 Lane Road 

Veterans Blvd from US 41 to Raintree Blvd Widening 
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• Bay Runner Trolley (City of Sarasota): Provides free service between Downtown
Sarasota to Lido Key.

6.6.1 Water Taxi Services 
Water taxi services can help connect waterfront areas and diversify the transportation system in 
some of the most congested and most highly visited areas of the region. While there is some 
existing water taxi service in Manatee County, there are opportunities to expand and enhance 
such services throughout the rest of the region, providing a mobility option for both residents 
and tourists as well as an attraction for tourists.  

The Gulf Islands Ferry service launched in January 2024. The ferry currently accommodates up 
to 49 passengers and connects Downtown Bradenton, the AMI City Pier on Anna Maria Island, 
and Historic Bridge Pier in Bradenton Beach (see Figure 6-11). The longest trip takes 
approximately 50 minutes, and the service runs five days per week.  

Figure 6-11: Gulf Island Ferry Services Map 

The City of Sarasota also conducted a water taxi feasibility study in 2020 to investigate 
alternative transportation options to reduce travel times between Downtown Sarasota’s 
Bayfront Park, St. Armands Key and the Ken Thompson Parkway as well as improve mobility 
during peak morning and evening travel periods. The study examined zoning, permitting, 
environmental impacts, and potential docking locations. Three primary locations were chosen 
for examination based on points of interest and environmental conditions. The study concluded 
the following locations have good potential for being serviceable water taxi docking locations:   

• O’Leary’s Tiki Bar Dock at Bayfront Park  
• Ken Thompson Park  
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• St. Armands Key
• 10th Street – south seawall (potential future location)
• South Lido County Park (potential future location)

6.6.2 Bus Rapid Transit Feasibility Study 
FDOT District One completed a Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) Feasibility Study in 2025 to evaluate 
and identify the most feasible potential BRT corridors within FDOT District 1. Three of the twelve 
corridors evaluated in the district are in the Sarasota-Manatee region. Those corridors are: 

• US 41 – Sarasota to Palmetto
• SR 64 (Manatee Ave) – Holmes Beach to 12th St
• SR 780/SR 789 (Fruitville Rd/Ringling Causeway) – St Armands to Lakewood Ranch Blvd

The Study’s conclusions suggest a future potential for the US 41 corridor, though it is largely 
dependent on supportive land-uses and high density, mixed-use redevelopment of surrounding 
suburban commercial land uses. The Fruitville Rd corridor’s potential is limited by right-of-way 
constraints and low development densities on the eastern portion of the corridor. Lastly, the 
Manatee Ave corridor has the least potential due to low development densities and respective 
ridership potential. 

Transit Corridor and Project Evaluation (TCPE) studies were not recommended for the 
Sarasota/Manatee corridors due to insufficient ridership forecasts.   

6.6.3 Rail Preservation 
On June 14th, 2024, the Sun Coast Transportation Planning Alliance (SCTPA) and Central Florida 
MPO Alliance signed a resolution that recognizes the role that expanding passenger rail service 
can play in alleviating traffic congestion and safety concerns along the I-4 corridor connecting 
Tampa to Orlando. The resolution recognizes that Brightline and Amtrak offer different service 
options for distinct travel markets and price points to connect people to jobs, education, and 
other destinations, and thus may operate complementary service rather than competitively. It is 
imperative that the railways in the Sarasota-Manatee region be considered for future 
opportunities to serve a broader purpose than just goods movement. 

In 2024, the Sarasota/Manatee MPO signed a joint resolution with the other four MPOs in 
District 1 for passenger rail. The joint resolution supports the submission of an application to 
make the case for the inclusion of a Southwest Florida Rail Study among the Passenger Rail 
Priorities of the Metropolitan Planning Organization Advisory Council (MPOAC). The study will 
be a major step forward to assessing the feasibility of and identifying next steps for planning 
and implementing intercity or high-speed rail service serving major urban centers in Southwest 
Florida.   

A local example of leveraging a railroad to serve other transportation purposes is the Legacy 
Trail that connects Venice to Sarasota via the former Seminole Gulf Railway. The trail was built 
in 2008, and since then has accommodated millions of pedestrians, bicyclists, and other non-
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motorized users. Since 2017, on average, the trail has been used by 500,000 people annually10. 
The success of the Legacy Trail is an example of both a mobility solution, as well as a 
recreational asset and attraction for visitors from outside the region.  

10 https://friendsofthelegacytrail.org/trail-usage-statistics/ 

https://friendsofthelegacytrail.org/trail-usage-statistics/



