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Project Overview 
The US 41 Complete Streets Corridor Planning Study, from University Parkway to Whitfield Avenue, evaluated existing 
multimodal corridor needs, existing and future regional travel needs, safety, and the community vision and desires for this 
portion of the US 41/Tamiami Trail Scenic Highway.

Based upon an understanding of regional and corridor needs, the study team recommended a system of intersection and 
cross-section modifications that support the goals identified by the local stakeholders. 

Project Goals
•	 Improve comfort and safety for all users

•	 Improve access to destinations along the corridor

•	 Maintain mobility through the corridor

•	 Beautify the corridor
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Existing Conditions
The Complete Streets Corridor Planning Study 
encompasses a 2.2-mile section of US 41/ Tamiami Trail 
between University Parkway and Whitfield Avenue in 
Sarasota and Manatee Counties, Florida. The corridor is a 
cultural and economic hub for the community, serving the 
John and Mable Ringling Museum of Art, the University 
of South Florida Sarasota-Manatee (USFSM) campus, 
New College of Florida, and the Sarasota-Bradenton 
International Airport. The corridor also plays an important 
role in north/south regional mobility, connecting residents 
and tourists to Sarasota, Tampa, and the Gulf Coast 

beaches. The corridor is also part of the Tamiami Trail - 
Windows to Gulf Coast Waters Scenic Highway, which 
extends along US 41 from the Sarasota/Charlotte County 
line to the Manatee/Hillsborough County line for 70 miles.

The existing roadway section transitions from a four- 
to five-to six-lane urban principal arterial. There are 
continuous sidewalks along both sides of the corridor. 
There are 4-foot wide marked bicycle lanes beginning 
north of Edwards Drive to the end of the study limits at 
Whitfield Avenue. The posted speed is 45 to 50 miles-per-
hour (mph) throughout the corridor. 

4LANES

5LANES

6LANES

Study Limits and Roadway Characteristics

èéëìí Traffic Signal

Study Limits
County Line
City of 
Sarasota Limits
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Existing Conditions

US 41 FROM EDWARDS DRIVE TO WHITFIELD AVENUE

US 41 FROM UNIVERSITY PARKWAY TO EDWARDS DRIVE

EXISTING CROSS-SECTION
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Existing Conditions

FREIGHT DESIGNATED ROUTE

2.8%

2.9%

2.4%

FREIGHT TRAFFIC MAKES UP 

2.9%
OF ALL TRAFFIC ON THE CORRIDOR

US 41 is an important regional facility and is designated a 
Freight Distribution Route in the Sarasota/Manatee MPO 
adopted 2040 Long Range Transportation Plan. Within the study 
area, Tallevast Road, 15th Street, University Parkway, 9th Street 
south of Whitfield Avenue, and Whitfield Avenue east of 9th 
Street are designated as Freight Activity Center Streets. Freight 
traffic makes up 2.9% of all traffic on the corridor. Maintaining 
reliable mobility along US 41 is important for local businesses 
and regional commerce.

Source: Sarasota/Manatee MPO adopted 
2040 Long Range Transportation Plan

EVACUATION ROUTE AND STRATEGIC 
INTERMODAL SYSTEM (SIS)

University Parkway, east of Airport Circle to I-75 is designated 
as a Strategic Intermodal System (SIS) connector facility. US 41 
and University Parkway are classified as primary arterials and 
designated as evacuation routes.

VEHICULAR TRAVEL DEMAND

County Line
City of 
Sarasota Limits

SIS Connector 
Facility

Evacuation 
Route

County Line
City of 
Sarasota LimitsFreight 

Distribution Route
Freight Activity 
Center Street

Heavy 
Vehicles DailyX.X%
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Existing Conditions

EXISTING VEHICULAR INTERSECTION 
LEVEL OF SERVICE

FUTURE VEHICULAR INTERSECTION 
LEVEL OF SERVICE

B/D

C/F

B/B

B/C

B/B

B/D

D/F

F/F

2017 
ANNUAL AVERAGE DAILY TRAFFIC 

39,000 
In general, the corridor provides acceptable vehicular Level of 
Service (LOS). Motorists experience delays during the AM and 
PM periods, most notably at the intersection with University 
Parkway. 

Based on data reported by Google(TM) Map travel times, during 
a typical weekday in March 2018 between south of University 
Parkway intersection through Tallevast Road, travel times vary 
from 4.7 minutes to 6.5 minutes. 

VEHICULAR TRAFFIC 
ESTIMATED TO GROW 

0.9% 
ANNUALLY

It is estimated that traffic will grow at 0.9% annually along the 
corridor. In 2040, Tallevast Road and University Parkway are 
forecasted to experience congestion during peak times of day.

2040 ANNUAL AVERAGE 
DAILY TRAFFIC
48,000

EXISTING MULTIMODAL LEVEL OF SERVICE

 BICYCLE = C

 PEDESTRIANS = D

 TRANSIT = C

The bicycle and pedestrian LOS are calculated using 
ARTPLAN software based on HCM methodologies. 

X/X VEHICULAR 
LOS AM/PM

èéëìí Traffic Signal

Study Limits
County Line
City of 
Sarasota Limits

X/X VEHICULAR 
LOS AM/PM

èéëìí Traffic Signal

Study Limits
County Line
City of 
Sarasota Limits
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REGIONA 

Travel time data was collected using an Application Programming Interface (API) to continuously collect Google reported 
travel times along US 41 and parallel streets (15th Street and US 301) every 5 minutes over a week. The data was 
analyzed to understand how travel time on US 41 fluctuates throughout the day and compares to alternative routes. Travel 
time data was collected through the API from March 9 – March 15, 2018 and April 3 – April 6, 2018. 

The results showed that during this time period, travel time on US 41 between US 41 & US 301 in Sarasota and US 41 & 
US 301 in Bradenton varies between about 20 and 32 minutes (northbound PM peak hour). The following segment travel 
times were observed:

REGIONAL TRAVEL TIMES ON US 41 BETWEEN SARASOTA AND BRADENTON

Existing Conditions

AVERAGE TRAVEL SPEEDS 
AND DELAYS ALONG THE 
CORRIDOR ARE CONTROLLED 
BY THE UNIVERSITY 
PARKWAY AND TALLEVAST 
ROAD INTERSECTIONS.

FFS= Free Flow 
Vehicle Speed

•	 Travel time on US 41 between 
University Parkway and Tallevast 
Road, not accounting for delays at 
University Parkway for northbound 
traffic or Tallevast Road for 
southbound traffic, was observed to 
be between 2.5 and 3.1 minutes (47 
to 38 mph average speed) in both 
directions throughout the day.

•	 Travel time on US 41 between 40th 
Street (one mile south of University 
Parkway) and Tallevast Road was 
observed to be up to 7.0 minutes (25 
mph average speed) for northbound 
traffic during the PM peak period.

Data taken from: 
March 9  - March 
15, 2018 and April 
3  - April 6, 2018 

Travel times 
between US 41 
and US 301 in the 
City of Sarasota to 
US 41 and US 301 
in Bradenton.

Weekday
(Tu, W, Th)

Travel Time at FFS (~40 MPH)

Travel Time at FFS (~40 MPH)

Weekend
(Sa, Su))

US 41 NB

US 41 SB

TRAVEL TIMES

8



REGIONA 

Existing Conditions

REGIONAL TRIPS WEEKDAY 
TRAVEL TIMES

LOCAL TRIPS WEEKDAY 
TRAVEL TIMES

For local trips, trips traveling along US 41 in the study area, 
travel time on US 41 is typically similar or slightly longer 
than travel time on alternative routes during the AM and PM 
peak hours. If travel times were to increase along US 41, it is 
reasonable to expect that some local trips may divert to 15th 
Street. If travel times were to decrease along US 41, some local 
trips may divert to US 41 from 15th Street.  

Travel time for regional trips, trips traveling between Bradenton 
and the City of Sarasota, on US 41 tends to be similar or slightly 
longer than the alternative routes on US 301 and 15th Street. 
The potential for regional diversion to US 301 is low. 

US 41 Route

US 41 Route

Alternate Route

Alternate Route

Average Weekday Travel 
Time (minutes)

Average Weekday Travel 
Time (minutes)

Average Travel Time Difference 
between US 41 Route & 
Alternate Route (minutes)

Average Travel Time Difference 
between US 41 Route & 
Alternate Route (minutes)
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TRANSIT

Existing Conditions

BICYCLE FACILITIES
There are 4-foot bicycle lanes along much of the corridor that 
do not meet current design standards. Most bicyclists observed 
using the corridor today choose to bike along the sidewalk. 
Through its new Complete Streets Policy, FDOT is committed 
to providing safe and comfortable travel for all users of the 
corridor. Therefore, alternatives should look to provide bicycle 
facilities that meet current design standards. 

The Sarasota/Manatee MPO Bicycle, Pedestrian and Trails 
Master Plan (2013) identifies two proposed multi-use trail 
projects within the study area:

•	 Bayshore Treewalk to Sarasota Bay Trail Corridor 
(rank 10) – 5 miles from SR 70 to Sarasota County line, 
parallel to the study corridor, in Manatee County.

•	 University Parkway –Sarasota Bay Trail (rank 14) –  
13 miles from University Parkway at Braden River Trail to 
Bayshore Gardens at El Conquistador. The trail is proposed 
to cross US 41 in the study area.

Manatee County and Sarasota County each have their own transit agencies that serve the study corridor. 
Sarasota County Area Transit (SCAT) has five routes on US 41, while Manatee County Area Transit (MCAT) 
has one route serving the airport. Additionally, bus route 99 is operated jointly by SCAT and MCAT connecting 
Sarasota and Bradenton downtowns. This is the only bus route that runs along the entire study corridor. All other 
routes primarily serve the airport. 

In the USF Sarasota-Manatee 2015 Campus Master Plan Update (draft 10/19/15), USF Sarasota-Manatee 
expresses interest in working with SCAT, MCAT and other partners to pursue Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) along US 
41 south to downtown Sarasota and areas beyond, and would like to see the route run on the campus.

MULTIMODAL TRAVEL

Existing Shoulder

Existing Trail/Shared 
Use Path

Existing 4' Bike Lanes

Proposed Trail/Shared 
Use Path

County Line

City of Sarasota Limits 
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Existing Conditions

TRANSIT ROUTES

TRANSIT, WALK, AND 
BIKE COMMUTE MODE 

Residents in the northern half of the study corridor commute 
almost entirely by private automobile. Southwest of the study 
corridor, 4.3% of commuters bike and 1.2% of commuters walk. 
Southeast of the study corridor, 8.7% of commuters take transit, 
5.6% bike, and 6% walk. 

New College of Florida Campus Master Plan states the College 
will strive to provide and maintain student housing for 75 to 80 
percent of the undergraduate student enrollment. The College 
is committed to reducing vehicle use by promoting transit use, 
promoting a ‘park once’ environment, promoting walking and 
biking as primary connection to the USFSM campus, and 
promoting more pedestrian and public transportation-friendly 
links between the campus and adjacent neighborhoods.

County Line
Study Limits

City of Sarasota Limits 
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VEHICULAR TRAVEL SPEED

64 MPH
85TH PERCENTILE TRAVEL SPEED MEASURED 
NEAR SOMERSET AVENUE 

Speeding is an issue along the corridor. While the posted speed 
varies from 45 MPH to 50 MPH, the 85th percentile travel speed 
near Somerset Avenue was measured at 64 MPH. During the 
days that speed data was collected, over 600 vehicles a day 
were traveling over 70 MPH near Somerset Avenue. The study 
team evaluated speed management tools to reinforce the posted 
travel speed.

Existing Conditions

CRASH HISTORY (2011 - 2015) 
Issues identified from the crash data:

•	 Lighting - A high proportion of non-daylight crashes occur at the University Parkway intersection, US 41 
from University Parkway to College Drive/General Spaatz Boulevard, US 41 from Braden Avenue to Tallevast 
Road, and US 41 from Tallevast Road to Whitfield Avenue

•	 Lack of Raised Median - A high proportion of left-turn crashes and pedestrian/bicycle crashes occur on the 
segment of US 41 from Edwards Drive to Braden Avenue

•	 Speeding - A high proportion of run-off-the-road crashes occur on the segment of US 41 from Braden 
Avenue to Tallevast Road

•	 Concentrations of Crashes at University Parkway - A high number of crashes occur at the intersection of 
US 41 and University Parkway

For each intersection and segment, a five-year average crash rate was computed based on the observed crashes 
and Annual Average Daily Traffic. This crash rate was compared to county (C), FDOT district (D), and statewide 
(S) crash rates to calculate a safety ratio. The safety ratios are presented for each location in the adjacent 
graphic. A Safety Ratio greater than 1.0 indicates that the location has a disproportionately higher percentage 
of crashes type compared to county, district, or statewide rates and is an indication that the location is a safety 
concern.

SAFETY

45 MPH Posted Speed
50 MPH Posted Speed

County Line
City of Sarasota Limits 
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5 YEAR CRASH HISTORY ( 2011 - 2015)

SAFETY 
RATIO 
0.24 (C) 
0.35 (D) 
0.31 (S)

SAFETY 
RATIO 
0.28 (C) 
0.41 (D) 
0.36 (S)

SAFETY RATIO 
0.24 (C), 0.29 (D), 0.25 (S)

SAFETY RATIO 
0.23 (C), 0.28 (D), 0.24 (S)

SAFETY RATIO 
0.15 (C), 0.192 (D), 0.16 (S)

SAFETY RATIO 
0.26 (C), 0.23 (D), 0.17 (S)

SAFETY RATIO 
0.15 (C), 0.13 (D), 0.09 (S)

SAFETY 
RATIO 
0.58 (C) 
0.49 (D) 
0.41 (S)

SAFETY 
RATIO 
0.28 (C) 
0.42 (D) 
0.36 (S)

SAFETY 
RATIO 
2.31 (C) 
.93 (D) 
1.60 (S)

DATA SOURCE: FDOT CRASH 
ANALYSIS REPORTING SYSTEM 
(CARS) DATABASE AND THE 
SIGNAL FOUR ANALYTICS 
DATABASE, MAINTAINED BY 
THE UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA 

Existing Conditions Existing Conditions
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City of Sarasota

Lim
its

Tallevast Rd

College Dr

University Pkwy

WHITFIELD PARK

SARA BAY 
COUNTRY CLUB

McARTHUR PARK

Sarasota-Bradenton
International

Airport
USF 

Sarasota-Manatee

New College 
of Florida

Ringling 
Circus 

Museum

SARASOTA COUNTY
MANATEE COUNTY
SARASOTA COUNTY

MANATEE COUNTY

172
CRASHES

US 41 @  University Pkwy

0 2,000

FEETN

0 2,000

FEETN

41

SPEEDING IN
NORTHBOUND
DIRECTION

IMPROVE ACCESS
TO USFSM

HIGH CRASH
INTERSECTION

IMPROVE MULTIMODAL
CONNECTIONS THROUGHOUT THE
CORRIDOR, WITH EMPHASIS
ON CONNECTING USFSM
AND NEW COLLEGE

85th PERCENTILE SPEED IN 
NORTHBOUND DIRECTION
64 MPH
Number of Vehicles Traveling Over 70 MPH (daily)
>600

USF 
Sarasota-Manatee

EXISTING LOS
in PM
peak hourF

INTERSECTION
FAILING DURING
PM PEAK PERIOD

Existing Conditions
SUMMARY OF ISSUES & OPPORTUNITIES
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Alternatives

The study team evaluated a range of alternatives to address the issues and opportunities identified along the corridor and 
the project goals.  The alternatives were developed in discussion with FDOT, the City of Sarasota, Manatee County and 
the project Steering Committee.

The alternatives addressed intersection improvements at University Parkway, the University of South Florida Sarasota-
Manatee Campus, Braden Road, and Tallevast Road.  The alternatives also addressed reapportioning the right-of-way to 
provide safe and comfortable travel for all users. 

DESIGN 
ELEMENTS

PROJECT GOALS
Improve 

Safety and Comfort 
for All Users

Improve Access to 
Destinations along 

the Corridor

Maintain Mobility 
through the Corridor

Beautify the 
Corridor

Introduce 
Raised Median X X X

Widen Bicycle Lanes X X X
Introduce Shared 

Use Path X X X X
Improve Landscaping X X

Widen Sidewalk X X X X
Introduce Roundabout X X X

Increase Capacity at 
University Parkway X X X

Increase Capacity at 
Tallevast Road X X X

DESIGN ELEMENTS
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Existing Conditions

UNIVERSITY PARKWAY INTERSECTION 
Alternatives Evaluation - 2022 Volumes Analysis

ALTERNATIVE

PM

BICYCLE PEDESTRIAN RIGHT-OF-WAY IMPACTS
LOS DELAY 

(SEC)

Existing geometry F 154 None

Add westbound (WB) left 
and right turn lanes D 42

No change 
from existing 
conditions

Can improve conditions with 
other minor modifications None

Add westbound (WB) left 
and right turn lanes and 
northbound (NB) right turn 
lane

D 39
No change 
from existing 
conditions

Can improve conditions with 
other minor modifications	 Property impact on southeast corner

Two-lane roundabout F 99 Can improve 
conditions Can improve conditions Property impacts on all corners

UNIVERSITY PARKWAY INTERSECTION 
Alternatives Evaluation - 2040 Volumes Analysis

ALTERNATIVE

PM

BICYCLE PEDESTRIAN RIGHT-OF-WAY IMPACTS BENEFIT/COST 
RATIOLOS DELAY

Existing geometry F 277 None

Add WB left turn lane F 98

No change 
from existing 
conditions

Can improve 
conditions 
with other 
minor 
modifications

None

Add WB left and right turn 
lanes E 71 None 132

Add WB left and right turn 
lanes and NB right turn lane E 56 Property impact on southeast 

corner 119

Two-lane roundabout F 265 Can improve 
conditions

Can improve 
conditions

Partial  property impact on all 
corners

North and southbound 
displaced left turn lane D 41

No change 
from existing 
conditions

Would require 
an all red 
phase

Property impacts along US 41 for 
approximately 600 feet north and 
south of the intersection

Median U-turn F 116 No change Can improve 
conditions

Property impacts along US 41 for 
approximately 600 feet north and 
south of the intersection

26

Flyover D 38 No change
Extends 
crossing 
distance

Property impacts along University 
Parkway and US 41 south of the 
intersection

  Preliminary Recommendation

Alternatives
UNIVERSITY PARKWAY 
Traffic at the US 41/University Parkway intersection is currently congested in the PM peak period, and delays 
are projected to increase in the future. The intersection also has higher crash rates than similar intersections in 
the County and in the State (Safety ratio for the County of 2.3 and for the State of 1.6).

A number of alternative improvements were evaluated for the short- and long-term. In the short-term, additional 
turn lanes would allow for the intersection to function at LOS D, reducing the average PM peak hour delay by 
about 1.4 minutes. 

In the long-term, these same turn lane improvements would provide significant reductions in delays while 
minimizing impacts to adjacent properties. Additional modifications to pedestrian crossings and signage are 
also recommended for safety improvements.
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Existing Conditions
PRELIMINARY RECOMMENDATION FOR UNIVERSITY PARKWAY

1

5

6
3

4

2

Add an additional 
westbound right and 
left turn lane

Add northbound 
right turn lane

Add pedestrian 
crossing on north leg

Add traffic separator 
between southbound 
left and southbound 
through

Improve pedestrian 
crossing on east leg

No turn on red for 
westbound right

Improve signage to 
destinations north and 
south of intersection

1

4

5

6

7

2

3

LEGEND

ROW/Property 
lines 

Sidewalk

Curb

NOTE: sketch does not 
include bicycle facilities. 
These will be incorporated 
when a preferred facility 
type is selected. Adding 
bicycle facilities may require 
purchasing right of way.

University Parkway

US 41
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Existing ConditionsAlternatives

TALLEVAST ROAD INTERSECTION 
Alternatives Evaluation - 2017 Volumes Analysis

ALTERNATIVE

PM

LOS DELAY 
(SEC)

Existing geometry D 54

Two-lane roundabout F 53

Two-lane roundabout with westbound right turn bypass lane C 18

Westbound shared left/through and exclusive right turn lane D 52

Add exclusive westbound right turn lane, northbound right turn lane and southbound right turn lane C 33

Add westbound right turn lane and southbound left turn lane, remove southbound through lane C 24

Add westbound right lane and southbound left turn lane, remove southbound through lane; close Ponce De Leon 
Avenue from US 41 to Tallevast Road C 25

TALLEVAST ROAD INTERSECTION 
Alternatives Evaluation - 2040 Volumes Analysis

ALTERNATIVE

PM

BICYCLE PEDESTRIAN RIGHT-OF-WAY IMPACTS
LOS DELAY

Existing Geometry F 80 No change No change None

Two-lane roundabout F 121
Can 
improve 
conditions

Can improve conditions Property impacts at each corner

Two-lane roundabout with 
westbound right turn bypass lane F 82

Can 
improve 
conditions   

Will require a red phase 
for the bypass lane Property impacts at each corner

Westbound shared left/through and 
exclusive right turn lane F 81

Can 
improve 
conditions

Can improve conditions None

Add exclusive westbound right turn 
lane, northbound right turn lane and 
southbound right turn lane

E 57
Can 
improve 
conditions

Widens crossing distance Property impacts at north and 
west corners

Add westbound right turn lane and 
southbound left turn lane, remove 
southbound through lane

D 39
Can 
improve 
conditions

Can improve conditions Property impacts on Tallevast 
Road

Add westbound right turn lane and 
southbound left turn lane, remove 
southbound through lane; close 
Ponce De Leon Avenue from US 41 
to Tallevast Road

D 50
Can 
improve 
conditions

Can improve conditions

May provide opportunity to swap 
land with airport along Tallevast 
Road and University Parkway for 
Ponce De Leon 

  Preliminary Recommendation

TALLEVAST ROAD 
The US 41/Tallevast Road intersection is the proposed transition location for the 4-lane to 6-lane section.  
Currently, the intersection functions at LOS B/D in the AM/PM peak periods. Due to the heavy southbound to 
eastbound left turn movement, it is projected to have a LOS F in 2040.  A number of turn lane configurations 
were evaluated for the long-term. 

18



Existing Conditions
PRELIMINARY RECOMMENDATION FOR TALLEVAST ROAD

23

4

5

1

Add eastbound 
receiving lane to 
Tallevast Road. This 
will require right-of-way

Add westbound right 
turn lane

Add southbound left 
turn lane

Close Ponce De Leon 
Avenue from US 41 to 
Tallevast Road

Buffered bicycle lane 
alternative presented; 
wide sidewalk 
alternative may require 
right-of-way

1

4

5

2

3

LEGEND

ROW 

Sidewalk

Curb

Tallevast Road

US 41

Po
nc

e 
D

e 
Le

on
 A

ve
nu

e
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Alternatives

Four Vehicular Lanes with Cycle Track

FROM UNIVERSITY PARKWAY TO EDWARDS AVENUE 
45 MPH DESIGN SPEED

FROM EDWARDS AVENUE TO TALLEVAST ROAD 
45 MPH DESIGN SPEED

Four Vehicular Lanes and Buffered Bike Lanes 
with Wide Median

Four Vehicular Lanes with Buffered Bike Lanes 
with Narrow Median

Four Vehicular Lanes with Cycle Track

Four Vehicular Lanes with Wide Sidewalk

4-LANE CROSS-SECTION ALTERNATIVES 

INSIDE EXISTING ROW OUTSIDE EXISTING ROW

Four Vehicular Lanes with Wide Sidewalk

Four Vehicular Lanes with Wide Sidewalk

Four Vehicular Lanes with Buffered Bike Lane

Alternatives

5’ 6’7’

8’ 12’13’

8’6’

8’

5’6’

6’

12’5’ 6’11’

7’ 11’

11’7’

6’ 5’7’ 5’

11’

2’ 2’2’ 2’

11’

11’ 11’11’

29’

29’ 22’

22’29’

29’ 22’

22’11’

18’ 12’

11’11’

18’ 30’

26’
36’

22’ 30’

35’
36’

22’ 30’

35’

11’

11’ 11’

11’11’

11’ 11’7’

11’

94’

80’
74’

Approximate ROW 120’

Approximate ROW 120’

Approximate ROW 120’

6’ 6’

5’3’ 12’12’

6’ 6’12’ 9’
2’ 2’

2’2’

2’ 2’

2’2’

11’ 11’

11’11’

7’

9’9’ 6’6’

7’

4’6’

11’ 11’

11’11’

22’ 29’

22’22’

22’ 29’

22’22’

18’ - 24’ 16’ - 22’

16’ - 21’16’ - 21’

24’ 22’

21’

11’ 11’

11’11’

11’ 11’

11’11’

68’ 80’

65’

Approximate ROW 90’ - 96’ Approximate ROW 90’ - 96’

Approximate ROW 90’ - 96’Approximate ROW 90’ - 96’

21’
65’

2’ 2’2’ 2’

Max - 71'

Max - 68'

Max - 83'

Approximate ROW 120’

79’
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City of Sarasota

Lim
its

Sarasota-Bradenton
International

Airport

USF 
Sarasota-Manatee

New College 
of Florida

Ringling 
Circus 

Museum

SARASOTA COUNTY
MANATEE COUNTY
SARASOTA COUNTY
MANATEE COUNTY

0 2,000

FEETN

Tallevast Rd

College Dr

University Pkwy

41Alternatives

EXISTING AND FUTURE TRAFFIC 
ANALYSIS SHOWS THAT 
DELAYS OCCUR AT THE MAJOR 
INTERSECTIONS.  INCREASING 
CAPACITY AT THE INTERSECTIONS 
WILL IMPROVE TRAVEL TIME. A 
4- LANE DIVIDED FACILITY WILL BE 
ABLE TO ACCOMMODATE FUTURE 
TRAFFIC DEMANDS.

Alternatives

OVERALL CORRIDOR TRAVEL TIME 
PM PEAK HOUR NORTHBOUND MINUTES

NO BUILD BUILD
2022 5.2 5.2
2040 10.2 8.2

AVERAGE DELAYS AT INTERSECTIONS

2040 PM PEAK HOUR

NO BUILD WITH TURN 
LANES

LOS F D

Average Delay 80 sec 50 sec

2040 PM PEAK HOUR

NO BUILD WITH TURN 
LANES

LOS F E

Average Delay 277 sec 56 sec

2040 PM PEAK HOUR

NO BUILD WITH 
ROUNDABOUT

LOS B C

Average Delay 14 sec 25 sec

2040 PM PEAK HOUR

NO BUILD WITH 
ROUNDABOUT

LOS C

Average Delay 21 sec

City of Sarasota

Lim
its

Sarasota-Bradenton
International

Airport

USF 
Sarasota-Manatee

New College 
of Florida

Ringling 
Circus 

Museum

SARASOTA COUNTY
MANATEE COUNTY
SARASOTA COUNTY
MANATEE COUNTY

0 2,000

FEETN

Tallevast Rd

College Dr

University Pkwy

41

Intersection Modifications

Proposed
Additional 
Turn Lanes

City of Sarasota

Lim
its

Sarasota-Bradenton
International

Airport

USF 
Sarasota-Manatee

New College 
of Florida

Ringling 
Circus 

Museum

SARASOTA COUNTY
MANATEE COUNTY
SARASOTA COUNTY
MANATEE COUNTY

0 2,000

FEETN

Tallevast Rd

College Dr

University Pkwy

41

Proposed
Roundabout

LEGEND

Recommend closing 
Ponce De Leon from 

US 41 to Tallevast Road

EVALUATION OF  TRAVEL TIME & LEVEL OF SERVICE FOR 
4-LANE CROSS-SECTION

TALLEVAST ROAD

BRADEN AVENUE

USFSM ENTRANCE

UNIVERSITY PARKWAY
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Alternatives Evaluation
Each of the cross-section alternatives were evaluated assuming intersection improvements were made at University 
Parkway and Tallevast road. In addition, the cross-section alternatives were evaluated assuming the intersection 
improvements were made as well as roundabouts implemented at Braden Avenue and the entrance to USFSM. The 
following table describes how well each alternative meets the goals of the Study (high = meets the goal, low = does not 
meet the goal). 

Objectives Measures of Effectiveness Location No-Build

6-Lane with 
Intersection 

Improvements

4-Lane with Buffered 
Bike Lane (Wide 

Median)

4-Lane with Buffered 
Bike Lane (Narrow 

Median)
4-Lane with Cycle 

Track
4-Lane with Wide 

Sidewalk
Signals Roundabouts Signals Roundabouts Signals Roundabouts Signals Roundabouts

GOAL: IMPROVE COMFORT AND SAFETY FOR ALL USERS
Improve pedestrian facilities  Pedestrian Segment LOS (NB PM) Manatee County E E E E E E E E E E

Sarasota County F F N/A E E E E E E
Pedestrian crossing distance curb to curb (feet; does 
not include median width)

Manatee County 94 94 58 58 44 44
Sarasota County 60 60 N/A 58 44 44

Meet or exceed Florida Design Manual minimum 
sidewalk width

Manatee County No No Yes Yes Yes Yes
Sarasota County Not on east side Not on east side Yes Yes Yes Yes

Buffer  (average distance from sidewalk to edge of 
vehicular travel lane)

Manatee County 8 8 16 16 or 18 7 or 22 3 or 7
Sarasota County 2 2 N/A 9 or 15 8 or 16 2 or 8

Landscape in buffer Manatee County No No Yes Yes Yes Yes
Sarasota County No No N/A On one side Yes Yes

Improve access to transit stops ADA accessibility/sidewalk connections Manatee County Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Sarasota County No No N/A Yes Yes Yes

Improve bicycle facilities Meets Florida Design Manual standards Corridor wide No No Yes Yes Yes Yes
Bicycle LOS (NB PM) Manatee County C C C C C C N/A N/A C C

Sarasota County E E N/A C C N/A N/A C C
Bicycle Level of Stress (1 represents the lowest stress 
and 4 represents the highest stress)

Manatee County 4 4 4 4 1 1
Sarasota County 4 4 N/A 1 1 4

Improve Vehicular Safety Crash modification factor for segments for installing 
raised median

Manatee County   0.61 0.61 0.61 0.61 0.61 0.61 0.61 0.61 

Sarasota County
Crash reduction for intersection improvement Corridor wide  Low Medium High Medium High Medium High Medium High
Crash modification factor for reducing mean vehicular 
travel speed by 10%

Corridor wide   0.64 to 0.66  0.64 to 0.66  0.64 to 0.66  0.64 to 0.66

Overall Low Low Medium High Medium High Medium High Medium High

GOAL: IMPROVE ACCESS TO DESTINATIONS ALONG THE CORRIDOR
Improve bicycle and pedestrian 
connections between New College, 
USFSM, and the Ringling Museum

Bicycle facility between campuses along west side of 
US 41 No No N/A Yes No Yes

Improve vehicular access to USFSM Controlled access to USFSM entrance No No No Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes
Overall Low Low Medium High Medium High Medium High Medium High

GOAL: MAINTAIN VEHICULAR MOBILITY THROUGH THE CORRIDOR
Maintain acceptable travel times 2022 PM peak hour travel time northbound  (min) Corridor wide 5.2 4.7 4.7 5.2 4.7 5.2 4.7 5.2 4.7 5.2

2040 PM peak hour travel time northbound  (min) Corridor wide 10.2 7.2 7.2 8.2 7.2 8.2 7.2 8.2 7.2 8.2
Overall Low High High Medium High Medium High Medium High Medium

GOAL: BEAUTIFY THE CORRIDOR
Increase landscaping Corridor wide No No Yes Yes Yes Yes
Increase lighting Corridor wide No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Improve signage/ wayfinding Corridor wide No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Overall Low Medium High High High High
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STEERING COMMITTEE
A Steering Committee, comprised of local government representatives and local stakeholders, met three times at key 
decision points, to review information and evaluate alternatives as they are developed. The Project Steering Committee is 
made up of representatives from: 

•	 Bradenton Area Convention & Visitors Bureau

•	 City of Sarasota

•	 Center for Urban Transportation Research (CUTR) 
at USF - Tampa

•	 Florida Highway Patrol

•	 Manatee County 

•	 Manatee County Area Transit (MCAT)

•	 New College of Florida

•	 Sarasota County

•	 Sarasota County Area Transit

•	 Sarasota Manatee Airport Authority

•	 The John and Mable Ringling Museum of Art

•	 The Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning 
Organization

•	 University of South Florida Sarasota-Manatee

The Study Team engaged major stakeholders, residents 
and the traveling public to learn about the issues and 
opportunities they see for the corridor as well as get 
feedback on the alternatives presented. The team relied 
on on-line platforms as well as face-to-face engagement.

The tools used for public engagement include:

•	 Steering Committee meetings

•	 Local business mailing

•	 Pop up workshop at New College Campus

•	 Homeowners Association (HOA) presentation 

•	 Project web site

•	 On-line survey

•	 Newspaper article

•	 Presentation to MPO 

Community Engagement  
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WHAT MODE(S) DO YOU USE WHEN TRAVELING ON US 41? WHAT ISSUES DO YOU SEE WHEN TRAVELING ALONG US 41? 

Survey
The study team hosted an online survey from September to 
December 2018. The survey was accessible from the project 
website. 772 surveys were collected and accessed through the 
project website. About half of the responses were from people 
who live along the corridor, and the other half represented 
residents from across the region. The majority of respondents, 
90%, either live or work along US 41 or commute through the 
corridor. 64% of respondents travel the corridor daily, and 27% 
travel the corridor weekly. 5% of respondents attend New College 
and 8% of respondents attend USFSM.

772 
SURVEYS

Survey respondents showed a preference to modify the roadway cross-section. Only 18% of respondents supported 
the existing cross-section. Of the alternative cross-sections presented, no single cross-section was overwhelmingly 
supported more than the others. Generally, there was a preference for alternatives that provided separate, dedicated 
bicycle and pedestrian facilities.

Other

Carpool

Bus

Walk

Taxi/Uber/Lyft

Bicycle

Drive Alone

2%

5%

10%

17%
17%

22%
94%

Safety High Crash Potential

Poor Streetscaping/Landscaping

Excessive Vehicular Speeding

Quality of Sidewalks

Quality of Bicycle Facilities

Access to Properties along the 
Corridor

Poor Lighting

Other (Please Specify)

Quality of Transit Stops

64%
60%

49%
44%

26%

37%

21%

29%

18%
WHAT IMPROVEMENTS WOULD YOU SUPPORT ALONG US 41? 

57%

43%

42%

41%

41%

40%

32%

32%

28%

21%

17%

Improve Bicycle Facilities

Improve Landscaping

Add Medians/Access Management

Add Capacity at Congested 
Intersections

Roadway Design Changes to 
Reinforce the Posted Speed

Wider Sidewalks

Improve Lighting

Other (Please Specify)

Increase Law Enforcement

Improve Transit Stops

Safety Education

WOULD YOU SUPPORT REDUCING A TRAVEL LANE IN EACH 
DIRECTION ALONG US 41 BETWEEN THE SARASOTA/MANATEE 
COUNTY LINE (EDWARDS DRIVE) AND TALLEVAST ROAD?

Yes

Yes, if accompanied with 
congestion relief at University 
Parkway and Tallevast that 
would allow for similar or 
reduced vehicular travel times 
through the corridor

Support 
reducing travel 
lane in each 
direction

28%
YES

39%33%
NOYES
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Recommendations
The intent of the Corridor Study was to evaluate the 
existing and future quality of travel along the roadway for 
all modes of travel and identify a system of improvements 
that will support regional mobility, safe and comfortable 
travel by all modes, and development goals of the major 
cultural and educational institutions and employers along 
the corridor.

The Study documented support for multimodal 
improvements along US 41 from University Parkway 
to Tallevast Road. Stakeholders and residents support 
the implementation of bicycle facilities, intersection 
improvements, landscaping, and access management. 

This study did not identify one preferred typical-section 
for the corridor, but rather defined a framework for 
investments. Each recommendation will involve additional 
analysis and public engagement to develop a final design. 

FDOT will work in partnership with the Sarasota-Manatee 
MPO and local governments to prioritize and fund 
improvements.

Recommendations:

•	 Program intersection improvements at University 
Parkway as an individual project: Add turn lanes, 
introduce pedestrian crossing on north leg, improve 
pedestrian crossing on east leg, improve signage, and 
provide traffic separator in southbound direction.

•	 Advance a Project Development and Environment 
(PD&E) Study for the corridor currently scheduled for 
2021/22 to an earlier year.

•	 Work with the MPO and local governments to examine 
if some recommendations can be included, as part 
of the programmed resurfacing project scheduled for 
2022/2023.

•	 For elements recommended by the PD&E that are 
not included in the resurfacing project, prioritize 
improvements through the MPO prioritization process.
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