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8100 15th Street East 

Sarasota, Florida 34243 
www.mympo.org 

 
David Hutchinson, Executive Director 

Email: dave@mympo.org 
Phone: 941-359-5772 

Fax: 941-210-4998 
 
 

Public Involvement Point of Contact: 
Grace Scigousky, Public Involvement Coordinator 

Email: grace@mympo.org   
Phone: 941-359-5772 

 
 
 
 

In accordance with Federal, State and other authorities, the MPO does not tolerate discrimination and 
encourages broad participation regardless of race, color, national origin, sex, age, disability, religion or 
family status. For more information on our commitment to inclusion and nondiscrimination, click here or 
call 941-359-5772. Para más información sobre nuestro compromiso de inclusión y no discriminación, 
presione aquí o llama al 941-359-5772. 

 
 
 
 

Notice 
This document is disseminated under the sponsorship of the Department of Transportation in the interest 
of information exchange. The United States Government assumes no liability for its content or use thereof. 
The contents of this report do not necessarily reflect the official policy of the Department of Transportation. 

 
This report does not constitute a standard, specification, or regulation. 

 
The United States Government does not endorse products or manufacturers. Trade or manufacturers' 
names appear herein only because they are considered essential to the objective of this document. 

http://www.mympo.org/
mailto:dave@mympo.org
mailto:grace@mympo.org
https://www.mympo.org/title-vi-nondiscrimination
https://www.mympo.org/title-vi-nondiscrimination


Sarasota/Manatee MPO | Public Participation Plan 2  

For more information 
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Sarasota/Manatee 
MPO or to learn about 
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please contact: 

Sarasota/Manatee 
Metropolitan Planning Organization 

8100 15th Street East 
Sarasota, FL 34243 

941-359-5772 
 

www.mympo.org 
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Executive Summary 
The transportation planning process blends technical analysis, public expectations, and input from public 
and private transportation partners. This blended information is used to identify priorities, choices, and 
risks to the system. It is also used to distribute resources for future investments. Long-range planning is 
required to be eligible for federal and state transportation funding assistance. It is especially important 
given the billions of dollars invested in the system each year. 

 
An effective Public Participation Plan (PPP) should clearly describe how transportation projects are planned 
and funded; and how, when, and where you can be involved. This plan recommends strategies that inform 
the public at an early stage, during the scoping process, and continues to engage people prior to key 
decisions. The PPP ensures the MPO is reaching out to people who are typically underserved and/or 
underrepresented such as people with low-income, people with Limited English Proficiency (LEP), people 
who are transit dependent, people of color, older adults, and people with all abilities. The MPO encourages 
continuous engagement and clear responses from agencies to foster meaningful dialogue among all 
stakeholders. Finally, the PPP includes a method for evaluating its own effectiveness, so it can serve as a 
living document that is flexible with time. 

 
In accordance with federal laws and regulations, MPOs are established in urbanized areas across the 
nation to implement the federally required continuing, comprehensive, and cooperative (3C) transportation 
planning process (Figure 1.). 

 
This Public Participation Plan is reviewed as part of the four-year certification process conducted by the 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and Federal Transit Administration (FTA) during the MPO 
certification process. In addition, the MPO reviews and evaluates the performance of its PPP and provides 
updates, as necessary. 

 
 
 

 
• MPO work is conducted on 
an ongoing basis 

• MPO work covers all 
transportation modes, 
populations, and areas of the 
region, and addresses their 
individual needs 

• MPO work is performed in 
close communication and 
consultation with all of the 
region’s municipalities and a 
broad base of agencies, 
organizations, and interest 
groups 

 

Figure 1 '3C' Transportation Planning Process 

Continuing Comprehensive Cooperative 



Sarasota/Manatee MPO | Public Participation Plan 5  

Introduction 
What is a Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO)? 
MPOs are established throughout the U.S. and had their genesis in the 1950’s and 60’s with the 
development of the Interstate Highway System and passage of the Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1962. To 
carry out federal transportation planning requirements, Title 23 of the United States Code (USC) provides 
that a metropolitan planning organization be designated for each urbanized area with a population of more 
than 50,000 individuals. The Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) was created in 
1978 and is responsible for facilitating and coordinating regional transportation planning activities 
involving: 

o Eleven Jurisdictions: Sarasota County, City of Sarasota, City of Venice, City of North Port, Town of 
Longboat Key, City of Palmetto, City of Bradenton, Manatee County, and the Barrier Islands: 
Anna Maria, Holmes Beach, Bradenton Beach 

o Two counties: Manatee and Sarasota County 
o Two airports: Sarasota Bradenton International Airport and Venice Municipal Airport 
o Two railways: CSX Railway and Seminole-Gulf Railway 
o One seaport: Port Manatee 

 
Sarasota/Manatee MPO Vision 
The Sarasota/Manatee MPO vision was developed during the Transform 2045 Long Range Transportation 
Plan update. Based on extensive outreach and surveys, the public helped shape the vision. The MPO vision 
is to promote economic diversity, preserve environmental health, and create vibrant places. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Promote Economic Diversity: Attract 
high-tech businesses and employees, 
focus on port centers as economic 
engines, brand and plan for the higher 
education/cultural corridor on US-41, 
prepare transportation infrastructure 
for new technology. 

Preserve Environmental Health: 
Safeguard treasured environmental 
assets, plan for resiliency from storms 
and flooding, balance protection and 
land use, increase density, and 
decrease auto dependency. 

Create Vibrant Places: Increase 
housing and transportation choices, 
provide more multi modal options 
including safe walking and bicycling, 
preserve corridors for future premium 
transit to connect urban centers. 

 

How do I participate? 
Public participation is essential to the transportation planning process. The rest of this document provides 
details about the plan for public participation to be followed by the Sarasota/Manatee MPO. If you have 
questions or comments about the Sarasota/Manatee MPO Public Participation Plan, please contact us via 
phone 941-359-5772 or visit the MPO website at www.mympo.org. 

 

http://www.mympo.org/
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Public Participation Plan 
Requirements and Authorization 
Meaningful participation is the active and engaged involvement of the public in the development of 
transportation plans and improvement programs. It is a Sarasota/Manatee MPO policy to support and 
encourage early and continuous public participation during every stage of the decision-making process, 
while adhering to the principles of Environmental Justice and Title VI of the Civil Rights Act as part of the 
“3C” planning process relating to transportation systems and facilities. 

 
The current public participation requirements for state, local, and metropolitan plans and programs 
established by federal legislation are found in Title 23 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), Parts 
450.210(a) and 450.316(a). For more information on the requirements, consult the regulations directly, 
which can be found online at 23 Part 450-(e-CFR). The Sarasota/Manatee MPO public participation 
processes shall be coordinated with local and statewide public involvement processes wherever possible 
to enhance public consideration of the issues, plans, and programs as well as reduce redundancies and 
costs. 

 
Federal and State Guidelines and Requirements 
Regional transportation planning is guided by laws, rules, and policies set by federal and state 
governments. Transportation planning activities must consider laws and regulations including, but not 
limited to the National Environmental Policy Act, Clean Air Act, Clean Water Act, Civil Rights Act, and 
Americans with Disabilities Act. For a full list of legislative authorities, see Appendix J. 

 

Key Legislation 
The Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act (ISTEA) of 1991 represented a transformation, with 
an intermodal approach to funding and greater emphasis on public involvement and collaborative 
planning. ISTEA’s successor in 1998, the Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA-21), 
expanded public involvement to include transit and freight. Enacted in 2005, the Safe, Accountable, 
Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU) broadened public 
involvement by requiring MPOs to prepare a public participation plan in collaboration with interested 
parties (including bicycle and pedestrian groups and the disabled); public meetings are to be held at 
convenient times and in accessible locations; and visualization techniques and electronic methods are 
encouraged for conveying project information. Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century (MAP-21) 
was enacted in 2012, and the 2015 Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act carries forward 
these advancements in public participation. 

 
Tribal Governments and Federal Land Management Agencies 
The MPO must seek input and consultation with such recognized tribal governments as exist or as 
identified as having interests in the MPO’s planning area (Manatee and Sarasota County). To date, no 
tribal governments have been identified as such. There is one federal land management agency, the 
National Park Service, that maintains De Soto National Memorial Park in Manatee County. 

 

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=4858d5b8352a3532d5e2481c0fb762d5&mc=true&node=pt23.1.450&rgn=div5
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Public Participation Policy Statement 
It is a Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) policy to support and encourage early 
and continuous public participation and input to the planning process and adhere to the principles of 
Environmental Justice and Title VI of the Civil Rights Act as part of the Transportation “3-C” planning 
process relating to transportation systems and facilities. The MPO public participation plan is designed to 
ensure early and continuous opportunities for the public to express its views on transportation issues and 
to become active participants in regional planning and the transportation “3-C” decision making process. 

 
A 1994 Presidential Executive Order directed every Federal agency to make Environmental Justice part of 
its mission by identifying and addressing the effects of all programs, policies, and activities on “people with 
low-income, people with Limited English Proficiency (LEP), people who are transit dependent, people of 
color, older adults, and people with disabilities.” 

 
 
 

The following statement appears on every MPO meeting agenda: 
 

All interested parties are invited to appear and be heard on each of the above items. Written comments 
filed with the MPO will be considered. Copies of all the above proposed documents are available on the 
MPO website at www.mympo.org or by calling the MPO Office at 941-359-5772. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT: This notice is published pursuant to the requirements of the Federal Laws, Florida 
Statutes, and MPO Policy. No stenographic record by a certified court reporter is made of this meeting. 
Accordingly, any person who may seek to appeal any decisions involving the matter noticed herein will be 
responsible for making a verbatim record of the testimony and evidence at this meeting upon which any 
appear is to be based. 

 
Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, disability, or 
family status. Persons who require special accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act or 
persons who require translation services (free of charge) should contact the Sarasota/Manatee MPO at 
941-359-5772 at least seven (7) days prior to the meeting. 

 
The MPO’s planning process is conducted in accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and 
related statutes. Any person or beneficiary who believes he/she has been discriminated against because 
of race, color, religion, sex, age, national origin, disability or family status may file a complaint with the 
Sarasota/Manatee MPO Title VI coordinator at 941-359-5772, grace@mympo.org, or by writing to 8100 
15th Street East, Sarasota, Florida 34243. 

 
 

http://www.mympo.org/
mailto:grace@mympo.org
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General Guidelines 
This Public Participation Plan provides guidelines for public participation activities conducted by the 
Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) and contains the policies, goals, objectives, 
and techniques used by the MPO for public participation. During the public participation process, the 
Sarasota/Manatee MPO will strive to: 

 
1. Provide timely information about transportation issues and processes to citizens, affected public 

agencies, representatives of transportation agencies, private providers of transportation, other 
interested parties and segments of the community affected by transportation plans, programs and 
projects (including but not limited to local jurisdiction concerns). 

 
2. Provide reasonable public access to technical and policy information used in the development of 

the Long-Range Transportation Plan (LRTP), the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), and 
other appropriate transportation plans and projects, and conduct open public meetings where 
matters related to transportation programs are considered. 

 
3. Give adequate public notice of public participation activities and allow time for public review and 

comment at key decision points, including, but not limited to, approval of the LRTP, the TIP, and 
other appropriate transportation plans and projects. 

 
4. Respond in writing to all applicable public input. When significant written and oral comments are 

received on the draft transportation plan (including the financial plan) as a result of the public 
participation process or the interagency consultation process required under the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency conformity regulations, a summary, analysis, and report on the 
disposition of comments will be made part of the final plan. 

 
5. Solicit the needs of those underserved by existing transportation systems, including, but not limited 

to, people with low-income, people with Limited English Proficiency (LEP), people who are transit 
dependent, people of color, older adults, and people with disabilities. MAP- 21 requires that the 
MPO provide reasonable opportunities for affected public agencies, representatives of public 
transportation employees, freight shippers, providers of freight transportation services, private 
providers of transportation, representatives of users of public transportation, representatives of 
users of pedestrian walkways and bicycle transportation facilities, representatives of the disabled, 
and other interested parties with a reasonable opportunity to comment on the transportation 
planning process. [23 U.S.C. 104(d)1]. 

 
6. Provide a public comment period of 45 calendar days prior to the adoption of the Public 

Participation Plan and/or any amendments. Notice of the 45-day comment period will be sent to 
local news and media outlets prior to the commencement of the 45-day comment period. 

 
7. Provide a public comment period of no less than 10 days for any formal amendments or updates to 

the LRTP, TIP, TDP, and other appropriate transportation plans and projects. 
 

8. Coordinate this public participation plan with statewide and regional public participation processes 
wherever possible to enhance public consideration of the issues, plans and programs and to 
minimize redundancies and costs. 
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• Inform the public of 
transportation 
meetings, issues, and 
other related events. 
People need to be 
aware of their role in 
the transportation 
planning and decision- 
making process. 

Inform 

• Involve the public by 
providing 
opportunities 
throughout the 
transportation 
planning decision- 
making process. 

Involve 

• Include all 
communities in the 
planning area, with 
special emphasis on 
communities with 
people who are 
underrepresented 
and/or underserved. 

Include 

• Improve the public 
involvement process 
by identifying and 
incorporating new 
tools and strategies. 

Improve 

Public Participation Goals, Objectives, and Policies 
 

Public Participation Goals 
 

 

 
Figure 2 Public Participation Goals 

 
Public Participation Objectives 

 
Objective 1: The Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) will actively engage the 
public in the transportation planning process according to the policies contained in this Public Participation 
Plan, following State and Federal law. 

 
Policy 1: The MPO will provide reasonable opportunities for all interested parties to comment on the 
transportation planning process and products through direct mail, online comment forms, in 
person, and/or via telephone. 

 
Policy 2: The MPO will email meeting announcements and invitations to the MPO distribution lists or 
to targeted groups for upcoming activities. 

 
Policy 3: The MPO shall employ visualization techniques to depict transportation plans. Examples of 
visualization techniques include charts, graphs, photo interpretation, maps, use of GIS systems, 
artist renderings, physical models and/or computer simulation. 

 
Objective 2: The MPO will keep the public informed of ongoing transportation related activities on a 
continuous basis. 

 
Policy 1: The MPO will make all ADA accessible publications and work products available to the 
public on the MPO website and employ visualization techniques to describe transportation actions 
as part of the LRTP as well as notify the public of available language translation services. 

 
Policy 2: MPO staff will be available to provide general and project-specific information during 
normal business hours, and after hours at the request of community interest groups with 
reasonable notice. 
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Policy 3: The MPO will issue periodic notices containing timely and relevant content of interest to 
the Sarasota/Manatee area citizens in addition to its regular, ongoing public notices of meetings 
and decisions. 

 
Policy 4: The MPO will maintain an Internet web site, in compliance with ADA accessibility 
standards, to provide the most current information available. 

 
Policy 5: The website shall, at a minimum, contain the following information: 

o Contact information (mailing address, phone, fax and email) 
o Meeting calendars and agendas 
o ADA accessible work products and publications 

• Non-compliant documents will be available upon request 
o Comment/Question Form 
o Links to related agencies and other online sources as available 
o Current MPO policies 

 
Policy 6: The MPO will employ visualization techniques, interactive maps, project-specific maps and 
graphs, digital photography, Geographical Information Systems, map overlays, PowerPoint 
presentations, aerial photography, technical drawings, and charts and graphs to help convey 
information and solicit community feedback. 

 
Objective 3: The MPO will encourage the involvement of all Sarasota and Manatee County residents in the 
transportation planning process. 

 
Policy 1: Target audiences will be identified for each planning study conducted by the MPO, 
including residents, business and property owners, and people who are traditionally underserved 
and underrepresented, including people with low-income, people with Limited English Proficiency 
(LEP), people who are transit dependent, people of color, older adults, and people with disabilities, 
within the study area. 

 
Policy 2: The MPO will hold public meetings at a site convenient to potentially affected citizens 
whenever possible. 

 
Policy 3: The MPO will implement its Limited English Proficiency Plan to provide an opportunity for 
people who are limited in their use of the English language, to participate in MPO programs for 
individuals. 

 
Objective 4: The MPO shall strive to continuously improve public participation. 

 
Policy 1: The MPO shall continuously evaluate public participation techniques. 

 
Policy 2: This Public Participation Plan and the Evaluation Guide shall be reviewed and adopted, 
with revisions if necessary, at least every three (3) years to improve the effectiveness of public 
involvement. 

 
Objective 5: The MPO shall participate in public participation activities for individual transportation 
improvement projects from the planning phase through construction. 

 
Policy 1: The MPO will assist the Florida Department of Transportation, local governments and other 
transportation agencies in the development and implementation of public participation activities. 

 
Policy 2: The MPO will participate in the Efficient Transportation Decision Making (ETDM) Program. 



Sarasota/Manatee MPO | Public Participation Plan 11  

Existing Strategies and Techniques 
Public Participation is an ongoing activity of the MPO, with several techniques continuously occurring. 
Public Participation is an integral part of both regular outreach and one-time activities such as corridor 
studies and frequent activities such as the annual TIP process and LRTP updates. The strategies 
implemented through the PPP revolve around the activities of the MPO’s advisory committees and 
outreach efforts conducted by MPO staff. 
This section of the Plan describes these strategies as well as implementation during the process of 
developing the MPO’s major planning documents, the LRTP and TIP. This section contains descriptions of 
public participation tools currently used by the MPO. Included with the description is a list of activities each 
tool may be used for. 

 
Steering Committees and Advisory Groups 

Description: The MPO Board may create new committees for a certain length of time to advise on specific 
areas or transportation issues. It is also possible for MPO staff to organize and coordinate advisory groups 
based on MPO Board approved initiatives and directives. 
Activities: Corridor studies, small-area studies, other planning studies or major activities 

 
MPO Web Site 

Description: The website was established in November 2000 with basic information about the MPO 
process, members, meeting times and contact information. The site is a “living” resource and archive 
that’s regularly updated, expanded and improved upon to effectively communicate MPO news with 
the public and serve as a mechanism to receive public comments. The MPO staff regularly updates 
the MyMPO blog while providing many links to other transportation related sites from the local to 
national level. In 2009 and 2018 the website received a major redesign to enhance the user 
experience. The site is maintained and updated by MPO staff. 
Activities: The site is used to promote regular and special meetings, planning studies, publications 
and work products. 
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Social Media 
Description: The MPO utilizes Twitter primarily to promote meetings and events, such as the opening of the 
public comment period for work document amendment/update comment periods. The MPO recognizes the 
importance of reaching out to communities through social media platforms such as Twitter, Facebook, and 
Instagram. These platforms are used to communicate information to the public as well as providing a means 
for the public to communicate back with comments or questions. Additionally, the MPO coordinates with 
local agencies/municipalities to leverage their social media resources for all relevant projects. 
Activities: Corridor studies, small-area studies, other planning studies or major activities, regular monthly 
meetings, other public meetings, rule changes, project specific meetings, workshops, open houses, or 
hearings, Long Range Transportation Plan, Transportation Improvement Program, related news, other major 
MPO activities 

Like and Follow us on: 
 
 

@SarasotaManateeMPO @saramanampo @saramanampo 

 
Master Database and Distribution Lists 

Description: Staff maintains a master database of all contacts, both business and public, on a 
continuous basis. These databases include committee membership, mailing information, phone and 
fax numbers, and e-mail and internet addresses. The database is used for maintaining up-to-date 
committee membership lists, special interest groups and homeowners’ association contacts, and the 
newsletter mailing list for electronic meeting notification and announcements. 
Activities: The database is used to enhance public participation activities 

 
Public Notices 

Description: The MPO regularly posts notices for the MPO Board and committee meetings. Notices 
provide the date, time, location, and staff contact information. 
Activities: Regular monthly meetings, other public meetings, rule changes, cancellations, 
postponements, unexpected office closures 

 
Advertisements 

Description: Ads may be published to promote meetings that are not regularly scheduled, such as 
corridor study workshops. They may be published in print, online or through other appropriate media 
channels to reach the public and stakeholders more effectively. 
Activities: Project specific meetings, workshops, open houses, hearings, surveys 

 
Project-specific Newsletters 

Description: For individual projects, such as corridor studies, newsletters are often used to address 
specific project issues. These newsletters are mailed to targeted residents, businesses, and property 
owners in the area that are expected to be impacted by a particular study. Information regarding 
upcoming project meetings, alternatives being proposed in the area, and other project news is 
reported in these newsletters. 
Activities: Corridor studies, small-area studies, other planning studies or major activities 
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Other Communication Tools 
Description: Content may be prepared for publication in other newsletters produced by 
municipalities, homeowners’ associations, church groups, civic groups, or others that may have an 
interest in the MPO and/or its projects. These articles are subject to the publication dates and space 
restrictions of the individual publishers. Opportunities are also sought to present to civic and social 
agencies, participate in community forums (such as radio talk shows or gatherings), provide TV news 
highlights and to utilize public service notices to create community awareness of planning activities. 
Activities: Corridor studies, small-area studies, other planning studies or major activities 

 
Press Releases 

Description: Formal press releases are sent to local media (newspaper, TV, and radio) to announce 
upcoming meetings and activities and to provide information on specific issues being considered by 
the MPO or their committees. 
Activities: Corridor or other planning studies, workshops, open houses, public hearings, and other 
MPO activities 

 
Project Websites 

Description: Project websites are often used for individual projects, such as corridor studies, that 
are typically performed using consulting services. In this case, a link to the project site is included on 
the MPO site. Project websites can contain study area maps, meeting announcements, descriptions 
of potential alternatives, comment forms, user surveys, and contact information for the project team. 
Activities: Corridor studies, small-area studies, other planning studies and major MPO projects. 

 
Project Workshops/Open Houses/Community Forums 

Description: These are public meetings that are generally open and informal, with project team 
members interacting with the public on a one-on-one basis. Short presentations may be given at 
these meetings. The purpose is to provide project information to the public and to solicit public 
comment. 
Activities: Corridor studies, small-area studies, other planning studies, project priority process, 
certification review, Long Range Transportation Plan, other major MPO activities 

 
Small Group Meetings/Focus Groups 

Description: During projects such as planning studies, meetings are held with small groups that 
have an interest in the project. Meetings could be with homeowners or neighborhood associations, 
civic groups, special interest groups, or other groups of affected or interested parties. 
Activities: Corridor studies, small-area studies, other planning studies, other MPO activities 

 
E-mail Announcements 

Description: Meeting announcements and MPO information will be e-mailed to interested persons 
that have submitted their e-mail addresses to MPO staff. 
Activities: Corridor studies, small-area studies, other planning studies, regular meetings, public 
hearings, workshops, open houses, other major MPO activities 

 
Fact Sheets 

Description: Used to provide summary information regarding MPO policies, programs and projects. 
Fact sheets can be distributed at public meetings and in public places such as libraries and 
community centers. Individuals and special interest groups can request fact sheets directly from 
MPO staff. 
Activities: Corridor studies, small-area studies, other planning studies, project priorities process, 
Long Range Transportation Plan, Transportation Improvement Program, other MPO activities 
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MPO Recognition 
Description: A logo, consistent font, and a color scheme representing the MPO is used to identify 
products and publications of the MPO. A logo helps the public become familiar with the different 
activities of the MPO by providing a means of recognizing MPO products. Future changes or revisions 
to identity standards such as changes to the logo, changes to logo colors, use of another font or 
fonts, etc. will not necessitate revising or amending the PPP (See Appendix K). 
Activities: MPO logo, font, and color scheme shall be used on all publications, including those 
developed by consultants working on MPO sponsored projects. 

 
Public Meetings 

Description: These are public meetings used to solicit public comment on a project or issue being 
considered for adoption by the MPO. Meetings provide a formal setting for citizens to provide 
comments to the MPO. Public meetings are recorded and transcribed for the record. 
Activities: Long Range Transportation Plan, corridor studies, Project Development and Environment 
studies, other planning studies, as needed for other MPO activities 

 
Comment Forms 

Description: Comment forms are often used to solicit public comment on specific issues being 
presented at a workshop or other public meeting. Comment forms can be very general in nature or 
can ask for very specific feedback. For example, a comment form may ask for comments on specific 
alignment alternatives being considered during a corridor study or may ask for a person’s general 
feelings about any aspect of transportation. Comment forms can also be included in publications 
and on websites to solicit input regarding the subject of the publication and/or the format of the 
publication or web site. From time to time the MPO may request the submission of identifying 
information such as race, ethnicity, or income. Submission of this information is always voluntary 
and anonymous. 
Activities: Public workshops, open houses, hearings and other meetings, general MPO activities 

 
Surveys 

Description: Conducting periodic surveys and polls throughout the life of a project can help keep the 
public engaged and establish a baseline of public perception of a project. Surveys can be conducted 
via phone, online, messaging, or smartphone applications (apps). Surveys can be made available 
online (using services such as those listed above), or they can be handed out in person and collected 
for analysis. Print surveys require significant staff time for dissemination, input, and analysis, 
whereas online or automated survey services can quickly tally results and provide instantaneous 
analysis. From time to time the MPO may request the submission of identifying information such as 
race, ethnicity, or income. Submission of this information is always voluntary and anonymous. 
Activities: Long Range Transportation Plan, corridor studies, Project Development and Environment 
studies, other planning studies, as needed for other MPO activities 

 
Government Access Television 

Description: Both Sarasota County and Manatee County maintain a cable television network that is 
part of basic cable service within each county. In addition to rolling message scripts, Government 
Access Television also broadcasts regular and special meetings, both live and pre-recorded, as well 
as short informative programs about governmental activities or projects of interest to the entire 
population. 
Activities: Corridor studies, small-area studies, other planning studies, regular and special MPO 
activities. 

 
Posters and Flyers 

Description: Posters and fliers are used to announce meetings and events and are distributed to 
public places such as City Halls, libraries, and community centers for display. The announcement 
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may contain a brief description of the meeting’s purpose, time(s), location(s), and contact 
information. Posters and flyers may be used to reach a large audience that cannot be reached using 
direct mailings and/or newsletters. 
Activities: Corridor studies, small-area studies, other planning studies, regular and special MPO 
activities 

 
Public Engagement Software 

Description: To connect other techniques mentioned, software designed to enhance the public engagement 
process. This software serves as a tool for all public involvement activities in addition to centralizing social 
media comments in one area, assuring compliance with any public records request. 
Activities: Corridor studies, small-area studies, other planning studies or major activities, regular monthly 
meetings, other public meetings, rule changes, project specific meetings, workshops, open houses, or 
hearings, Long Range Transportation Plan, Transportation Improvement Program, related news, other major 
MPO activities 

 
Public Outreach 

Description: To make meaningful connections with members of the community, MPO staff shall participate in 
established community events or plan community events. These outreach events will establish a relationship 
while simultaneously gathering feedback on current project, surveys, or other transportation related item. 
MPO staff will also request members of the community sign up to receive the MPO Special Notice to stay 
connected and learn about projects, meetings, and special events. 
Activities: Long Range Transportation Plan, corridor studies, Project Development and Environment 
studies, other planning studies, as needed for other MPO activities 

 
Virtual Meeting Technology 

Description: Virtual meeting/communication technology may be used congruent with regularly scheduled 
and noticed public meetings. In a state of emergency, where the law permits, these technologies may be 
used in lieu of in person meetings. During this time, meetings will be publicly noticed, and public comment 
will be available. Further instruction providing greater detail will be provided on a case by case basis at that 
time. Virtual meetings using communications media technology may be held in lieu of in person meetings in 
states of emergency as directed by the Governor of Florida. 
For example, On March 20, 2020, Governor Ron DeSantis, in response to a global pandemic, issued an 
executive order suspending the Florida Statute that required a quorum to be present in person or requires a 
local government body to meet at a specific public place and allowing local government bodies to utilize 
communications media technology, such as telephonic and video conferencing, as provided in section 
120.54(5)(b)2., Florida Statutes. #2020-69 Executive Order re: Emergency Management – COVID-19 – 
Local Government Public Meetings 
Activities: MPO Board and Committee meetings, public meetings, public workshops, other major MPO 
activities 

 

Performance Measures 
Description: All MPOs are mandated by law to focus on these performance measures. We have associated 
the symbols and colors with performance measures to establish recognition and understanding of each 
performance measure throughout the regional community. 

 

https://www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/orders/2020/EO_20-69.pdf
https://www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/orders/2020/EO_20-69.pdf
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Opportunity for Public Comment 

Public comment period on every agenda. Public notice given seven (7) days prior to the meeting. 

 

Documents, materials, and presentations will be available upon request. 

Please go to https://www.mympo.org/get-involved/meetings to make a request. 

Organization and Structure 
MPO Staff 
The MPO staff consists of an Executive Director and Clerk to the Board in addition to an administrative and 
planning team. On a regular basis, MPO Committees, along with Staff, provide recommendations to the 
MPO Board regarding short and long-range planning, implementation of projects, and related issues. For 
staff contact information, visit https://www.mympo.org/about-us/staff.  

 
MPO Board and Committees 
All MPO Board and advisory committee meetings are open to the public and opportunities are provided for 
public comment. All meetings and official activities of the MPO are held in buildings and locations that 
comply with accessibility standards according to the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Meetings will be 
livestreamed, when possible, to Facebook and Publicinput.com to maximize opportunities for public 
comment and involvement. Any member of the public who requires translations or, any kind of special 
accommodations are requested to contact Staff at least seven (7) business days before a scheduled 
meeting. The MPO will make every reasonable accommodation to ensure public involvement. Meeting 
information including schedules, time(s), location(s), and agenda(s) are available on the website at 
https://www.mympo.org/get-involved/meetings.  

 

 

Public Notice: MPO Board and Committee meetings are posted on the MPO website Calendar at 
https://www.mympo.org/get-involved/meetings.  

Agendas and Meeting Minutes: ADA accessible agendas are posted on the MPO website one week prior to 
a meeting. ADA accessible meeting summaries are posted within a few days following their adoption. 

 

 

Public Participation and Comment: Members of the public are encouraged to attend all MPO Board and 
Committee meetings and are given an opportunity to address the MPO Board and Committee members on 
any scheduled agenda item or transportation related topic. 

 

Image by Gerd Altmann from Pixabay 

https://www.mympo.org/get-involved/meetings
https://www.mympo.org/about-us/staff
https://www.mympo.org/get-involved/meetings
https://www.mympo.org/get-involved/meetings
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MPO Board and Committee Schedule 
 

MPO Board 
 

Meets at least quarterly Fourth Monday 9:30 AM 

 
 

Public Transportation Task Force 
 

Meets quarterly, or as needed Fourth Monday 8:15 AM 

 
 

Technical Advisory Committee 
 

Meets in advance of MPO 
Board Meetings Second Monday 10:00 AM 

 
 

Citizen Advisory Network 
 

Meets once per quarter, 
minimum Second Monday 5:00 PM 

 
 

Bicycle/Pedestrian/Trails Advisory Committee 
 

Meets at an established time 
and date Third Tuesday 2:30 PM 

 
 

Manatee Transportation Disadvantaged Local Coordinating Board 
 

Meets quarterly Wednesday 10:00 AM 

 
 

Sarasota Transportation Disadvantaged Local Coordinating Board 
 

Meets quarterly Wednesday 1:00 PM 
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Individuals interested in serving on the CAC may contact their county commissioner or city council 
representative to volunteer and may be appointed if there is a vacancy. If you would like information on how 
to become a CAC member contact the MPO Staff, at 941-359-5772 or email mpo@mympo.org. 

MPO Governing Board 
The Sarasota/Manatee MPO is governed by a 17-member apportioned Board comprised of elected 
officials representing both counties, nine (9) cities, and a representative of the Sarasota Manatee Airport 
Authority. The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) District 1 Secretary serves as a non-voting 
advisor. 

• MPO Board Members Page 
• 2018 Florida Statutes Title XXVI018 Florida Statutes Title XXVI 

 
MPO Board meetings are typically held at 9:30 AM and held at least quarterly. The MPO occasionally has 
special meetings which will be posted on the website. The public are always welcome and are encouraged 
to participate during the public input portion of all meetings. 

 
Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) 
The Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) consists of over twenty state and local planners, engineers, traffic 
engineers, transit operators, airport/seaport operators and environmentalists. The TAC assists the MPO by 
reviewing transportation plans and programs and making recommendations as to the technical adequacy 
of the plans and programs. 

• TAC Members Page 
 

TAC meetings are held at 10:00 AM in the main conference room at the MPO offices, 8100 15th Street 
East, Sarasota, Florida. Members of the public are always welcome and are encouraged to participate 
during the public input portion of all meetings. 

 
Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) 
The Citizen Advisory Committee (CAC) assists the MPO Board by providing input to the transportation 
planning process that reflects the citizens' views and attitudes. CAC members represent a general cross 
section of the citizens of Sarasota and Manatee counties including the cities within the counties. 

• CAC Members Page 
 

CAC meetings are typically held at 5:00 PM and held in the main conference room at the MPO offices, 
8100 15th Street East, Sarasota. The public are always welcome and are encouraged to participate during 
the public input portion of all meetings. 

 

 

Bicycle/Pedestrian/Trails Advisory Committee (BPTAC) 
This bi-county advisory committee is comprised of a staff representative from each jurisdiction within both 
Manatee and Sarasota Counties, in addition to citizen advocates of each county and municipality. This 
committee is charged with developing a meaningful and productive work program to promote non- 
motorized transportation mobility, safety and accessibility throughout the region. The Committee acts as a 
general advisory committee to the MPO Board, with particular emphasis on on-road and off-road bicycle 
facilities, walkways, sidewalks, and trails. 

• BPTAC Members Page 

mailto:mpo@mympo.org
https://www.mympo.org/m/members/mpo-board
https://www.mympo.org/index.php/files/51/Board/499/2018-Florida-Statutes-Title-XXVI-MPO.pdf
https://www.mympo.org/m/members/tac
https://www.mympo.org/about-us/committees/cac
https://www.mympo.org/about-us/committees/cac
https://www.mympo.org/m/members/bptac
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Individuals interested in serving on the BPTAC may contact their county commissioner or city council 
representative to volunteer and may be appointed if there is a vacancy. If you would like information on how 
to become a BPTAC member contact the MPO Staff, at 941-359-5772 or email mpo@mympo.org. 

 
If you would be interested in applying for local transportation services, call either, 

Manatee County Area Transit (MCAT) at 941-748-2317 or 
Sarasota County Area Transit (SCAT) at 941-861-1234 

BPTAC meetings are held at 2:30 PM in the main conference room at the MPO offices, 8100 15th Street 
East, Sarasota, Florida. Members of the public are always welcome and are encouraged to participate 
during the public input portion of all meetings. 

 

 

The Public Transportation Task Force (PTTF) 
The primary purpose of the Sarasota/Manatee MPO Public Transportation Task Force is to advise the MPO 
Board on issues related to the development of regional inter-county public transportation services as 
specified in the MPO Long Range Transportation Plan. The Task Force meets quarterly, or as needed. 
Please check the MPO’s Event Calendar for the latest meeting schedule. All meetings are advertised and 
open to the public. 

• PTTF Members Page 
 

PTTF meetings are typically held at 8:15 AM in the main conference room at the MPO offices, 8100 15th 

Street East, Sarasota. The public are always welcome and are encouraged to participate during the public 
input portion of all meetings. 

 
Transportation Disadvantaged Local Coordinating Boards (TD LCB) 
The MPO is the designated official planning agency to receive the Transportation Disadvantaged Trust 
Funds for planning for the transportation disadvantaged in the urbanized area. There are two standing 
Transportation Disadvantaged Coordinating Boards (Sarasota County and Manatee County) that are 
chaired by an elected official from the county in which their board serves. Each county in the state has a 
Transportation Disadvantaged program to provide transportation to those who, because of physical or 
mental disability, income status, or age, are unable to transport themselves or to purchase transportation 
and are, therefore, dependent upon others to obtain access to health care, employment, education, 
shopping, social activities, or other life-sustaining activities, or children who are handicapped or high-risk. 

 
TD LCB meetings are typically held at 10:00 AM and 1:00 PM in the main conference room at the MPO 
offices, 8100 15th Street East, Sarasota. The public are always welcome and are encouraged to participate 
during the public input portion of all meetings. 

 

 

• Manatee Transportation Disadvantaged Local Coordinating Board Member Page 
• Sarasota Transportation Disadvantaged Local Coordinating Board Member Page 

mailto:mpo@mympo.org
https://www.mympo.org/m/members/pttf
https://www.mympo.org/m/members/mlcb
https://www.mympo.org/m/members/slcb
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State of Emergency 
During a local, state or federal emergency, every attempt will be made to follow the MPO participation plan 
or to offer alternatives for committee and board approval, to continue community engagement, and to 
seek public comment while protecting public safety. Emergencies are any unplanned event that can cause 
deaths or significant injuries to employees, clients, or the public; or that can shut down an organization, 
disrupt operations, or cause physical or environmental damage. 

 
The MPO Continuity of Operations Plan (COOP) provides guidance in the event of an interruption of 
services due to an emergency. The purpose of the COOP is to provide the conditions for continuous 
performance of essential operations during a crisis, disaster, or other debilitating loss of resources and to 
ensure operational and managerial requirements are met. 

 
The MPO is required by law to produce, approve, and submit the Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP), 
Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP), Project Priorities, and Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 
in compliance with statutory mandates and timelines. In the event the COOP is activated when one or 
more of these documents must be approved, the MPO will is authorized to implement emergency protocols 
in a local, state, or federal declaration of a State of Emergency and to follow guidance in the COOP for 
approval of essential documents. 

 
1. The Executive Director, in consultation with the Chair (or their respective successors), may request 

a deferral of approval depending on the emergency, the specific essential document needing 
approval, and the projected date when the MPO Board could meet again. 

2. The Chair may convene a quorum of the Executive Committee for approval. All actions of the 
Executive Committee will be presented to the MPO Board at the next regular meeting for review and 
ratification. 

3. If the quorum requirements for public meetings are suspended by Executive Order of the Governor 
of the State of Florida, the MPO may hold a public meeting of the MPO Board through the use of 
communications media technology, following rules pursuant to FS Section 120.54(5)(b)2 and 
waiving official recommendations from MPO committees. 

 

Image by Gerd Altmann from Pixabay 
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Coordination with others: list of MPO Partners and Resources 

For a fill list of coordinating partners please visit, https://www.mympo.org/about-us/partners. 

 
 

 

Transform 2045 Young Professional Group – Environment Event – Anna Maria Oyster Bar 
 

2045 LRTP TransForum: Neighborhoods | Bus, Bike, Walk 

https://www.mympo.org/about-us/partners.
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MPO Major Planning Documents 
Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) 
The Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) is a statement of work identifying the planning priorities and 
activities to be carried out by the MPO for the next two (2) years. UPWP planning activities are driven by 
factors that include but are not limited to economic vitality, environmental protection and transportation 
safety, security, accessibility, connectivity, system management, efficiency and maintenance. 

 
MPO develops the UPWP every other year in accordance with the current Florida MPO Program 
Management Handbook. The UPWP is submitted to federal and state review agencies according to the 
dates, processes and agencies described in the handbook. The UPWP can be downloaded here: 
https://www.mympo.org/our-work/mpo-plans/upwp 

 
Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) - Public Participation Process 

Biennial UPWP 
Adoption 

A summary of the UPWP distribution is below: 
• MPO uploads the draft UPWP to the MPO website and notifies members of the MPO Board, 

TAC, and CAN for review. 
• MPO uploads the draft UPWP to the FDOT ‘MPO Document Portal’, which notifies the 

appropriate agency contacts for review. 
• MPO uploads the final UPWP to the FDOT ‘MPO Document Portal’, which notifies the 

appropriate agency contacts for review. 
 

Availability of the draft UPWP for public review and comment and the MPO Board meeting to consider 
its adoption shall be publicly noticed as follows: 

• Posted on the Home page of the MPO website (www.mympo.org) in a prominent location for 
public review and comment. 

• Written comments may be submitted by mail or email. 
• Verbal comments may be made during the public comment portion of the agenda during 

regularly scheduled MPO Board or committee meetings, and/or during a properly noticed 
MPO Board meeting where adoption of the UPWP is scheduled on the agenda. 

 
Public Review and Comment Period: 30 days 

 
When significant public comments are received on a draft UPWP because of public involvement, a 
summary, analysis and report on the disposition of comments shall be made part of the final UPWP. 
If the final UPWP differs significantly from the one made available for public comment or raises new 
material issues, an additional opportunity for public comment must be made available. 

UPWP Administrative 
Modifications 

UPWP modifications are coordinated with FDOT and do not change the FHWA approved planning 
budget or the scope of the FHWA funded work task. 

 
Modifications are revisions that: 

• Do not change the approved FHWA and FTA budget; or 
• Do not change the scope of the FHWA and FTA funded work task(s); or 
• Do not add or delete a work task(s). 

UPWP Amendments UPWP amendments are coordinated with FDOT, FHWA, and FTA and change the FHWA approved 
planning budget and/or the scope of the FHWA funded work task. Once the amendment has been 
coordinated with parties listed above and approved, the MPO Executive Director and staff must seek 
authority from the MPO Board to amend as needed. 

 
Amendments are revisions that: 

• Change the approved FHWA and FTA budget; or 
• Change the scope of the FHWA and FTA work task(s); or 
• Add or delete a work task(s). 

 
Public Review and Comment Period: 14 days whenever possible 

https://www.mympo.org/our-work/mpo-plans/upwp
http://www.mympo.org/
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Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) 
Every five years, the MPO adopts a new LRTP that addresses the expenditure of federal, state, and local 
transportation funds over a 20-year period. This plan provides a common vision for the community’s future 
transportation needs. Included in the LRTP is a projection of anticipated transportation funding and 
projected costs. Because funds are limited, public input is essential to help identify the priority projects 
that will be included in the plan for implementation. The LRTP may be amended periodically because of 
changes in projected federal, state, and local needs or funding. 

 
The public can provide input throughout the planning process which takes up to two years and when the 
plan is drafted. The MPO hosts public workshops, distributes surveys, and pop-up outreach events to 
provide comments on the LRTP. Everyone within the MPO’s jurisdiction will have the opportunity to 
participate in the transportation planning process. The LRTP can be downloaded here: 
https://www.mympo.org/our-work/mpo-plans/lrtp 

 
Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) - Public Participation Process 

LRTP 
Adoption 

A summary of the LRTP distribution is below: 
• MPO distributes a Media Release to media partners throughout the region that addresses the 

comment period, where to find the Draft LRTP, and identifies a point of contact to direct questions, 
special requests or accommodations, and to submit their comments. 

• MPO uploads the draft LRTP to the MPO website and notifies members of the MPO Board, TAC, and 
CAN for review. 

• MPO uploads the draft LRTP to the FDOT ‘MPO Document Portal’, which notifies the appropriate 
agency contacts for review. 

• MPO uploads the final LRTP to the FDOT ‘MPO Document Portal’, which notifies the appropriate 
agency contacts for review. 

 
Availability of the Draft LRTP for public review and comment and the public MPO Board meeting where its 
approval is scheduled on the agenda will be publicly noticed as follows: 

• Posted on the Home page of the MPO website (www.mympo.org) in a prominent location for public 
review and comment. 

• Written comments may be submitted by mail or email. 
• Verbal comments may be made during the public comment portion of the agenda during regularly 

scheduled MPO Board or committee meetings, and/or during a properly noticed MPO Board 
meeting where adoption of the LRTP is scheduled on the agenda. 

 
Public Review and Comment Period: 30 days 

 
When significant public comments are received on a Draft LRTP because of public involvement, a summary, 
analysis and report on the disposition of comments shall be made part of the final LRTP. If the final LRTP 
differs significantly from the one made available for public comment or raises new material issues, an 
additional opportunity for public comment must be made available. 

 
The MPO Board must approve the final LRTP by a recorded roll-call vote or hand counted vote of the majority 
of the membership present. [s.339.175(13), F.S.] 

LRTP 
Administrative 
Modifications 

An administrative modification is a minor revision to the LRTP (or TIP) that includes minor changes to 
project/project phase costs, minor changes to funding sources of previously included projects, and minor 
changes to project/project phase initiation dates. An administrative modification is a revision that does not 
require public review and comment, a redemonstration of fiscal constraint, or a conformity determination (in 
nonattainment and maintenance areas). [23 C.F.R.450.104] 

LRTP 
Amendments 

Florida Statute requires the MPO Board adopt any amendments to the LRTP by a recorded roll-call vote or 
hand-counted vote of the majority of the membership present. [s.339.175(13), F.S.]. The public is invited to 
attend and provide comments during each meeting, at the designated place on the agenda. Proposed draft 
amendments to the approved LRTP shall be distributed for public review and comment. 

 
Public Review and Comment Period: 14 days 

https://www.mympo.org/our-work/mpo-plans/lrtp
http://www.mympo.org/
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Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 
The MPO’s Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) is a 5-year plan that identifies, prioritizes, and 
allocates funding for transportation projects. From a policy perspective, the TIP is particularly important 
because it identifies all regionally significant transportation projects (including pedestrian walkways, 
bicycle transportation facilities, and transportation alternatives projects) within the designated 
metropolitan area. 

 
During the development of the TIP, the MPO must, in cooperation with FDOT and any affected public transit 
operation, provide citizens, affected public agencies, representatives of transportation agency employees, 
freight shippers, providers of freight transportation services, private providers of transportation, 
representatives of users of public transit, and other interested parties with reasonable notice of and an 
opportunity to comment on the proposed program. [s.339.175(8)(e), F.S.]. The TIP can be downloaded 
here: https://www.mympo.org/our-work/mpo-plans/tip 

 
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) – Public Participation Process 

Annual TIP 
Adoption 

A summary of the TIP distribution is below: 
• MPO distributes a Media Release to media partners throughout the region that addresses the 

comment period, where to find the Draft TIP, and identifies a point of contact to direct questions, 
special requests or accommodations, and to submit their comments. 

• MPO uploads the Draft TIP to the MPO website and notifies members of the MPO Board, TAC, and 
CAN for review. 

 
Availability of the Draft TIP for public review and comment and the MPO Board meeting where the Draft TIP 
is scheduled on the agenda shall be publicly noticed as follows: 

• Posted on the Home page of the MPO website (www.mympo.org) in a prominent location for public 
review and comment. 

• Written comments may be submitted by mail or email. 
• Verbal comments may be made during the public comment portion of the agenda during regularly 

scheduled MPO Board or committee meetings, and/or during a properly noticed MPO Board 
meeting where adoption of a TIP is scheduled on the agenda. 

 
Public Review and Comment Period: 30 days 

 
When significant public comments are received on a Draft TIP because of public involvement, a summary, 
analysis and report on the disposition of comments shall be made part of the final TIP. If the final TIP 
differs significantly from the one made available for public comment or raises new material issues, an 
additional opportunity for public comment will be made available. 

TIP 
Administrative 
Modifications 

An administrative modification is a minor revision to a TIP or STIP that includes minor changes to 
project/project phase costs, minor changes to funding sources of previously included projects, and minor 
changes to project/project phase initiation dates. An administrative modification does not require public 
review and comment, redemonstration of fiscal constraint, or a conformity determination, if applicable. 
[23 C.F.R. 450.104] 

TIP 
Amendments 

An amendment is a revision to a TIP or STIP that involves a major change to a project in a TIP or STIP, 
including addition or deletion of a project, or a major change in project cost; project/project phase initiation 
dates; or a major change in design concept or design scope (i.e., changing project termini or the number of 
through traffic lanes). [23 C.F.R. 450.104] An amendment requires public review and comment, 
demonstration of financial constraint, or a conformity determination, if applicable. 

 
Public Review and Comment Period: 14 days whenever possible 

https://www.mympo.org/our-work/mpo-plans/tip
http://www.mympo.org/
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Public Participation Plan (PPP) 
The purpose of a PPP is to develop, implement, and document methods used to reach the people who may 
be affected by or are interested in a proposed project. The goal of the PPP is to provide the public 
opportunities to be involved in the decision-making process. Thorough and well-thought-out PPPs simplify 
the public involvement process by providing a systematic approach, maximizing the use of available 
resources, and minimizing delays by ensuring that public involvement activities are coordinated with other 
project tasks and milestones. Participant comments help the project leaders understand areas where 
additional people may have concerns or misunderstandings. This can be used to provide better 
information to others who are not participating. 

 
The Sarasota/Manatee MPO believes that transportation planning must be done with the full involvement 
of people residing in Manatee and Sarasota Counties. While federal laws and regulations set a framework 
for public involvement in transportation planning, the Sarasota/Manatee MPO seeks to go beyond the 
letter of these laws to fulfill the true spirit of full public participation. The PPP can be downloaded here: 
https://www.mympo.org/our-work/mpo-plans/ppp  

 
PPP Public Participation Process 

PPP Adoption and 
PPP Updates 
(Substantive) 

A summary of the PPP distribution is below: 
• MPO distributes a Media Release to media partners throughout the region that addresses the 

comment period, where to find the Draft PPP, and identifies a point of contact to direct 
questions, special requests or accommodations, and to submit their comments. 

• MPO uploads the Draft PPP to the MPO website and notifies members of the MPO Board, TAC, 
and CAN for review. 

 
MPO uploads the Draft PPP to the MPO website and notifies members of the MPO Board, TAC, and CAN 
for review. At a minimum, availability of the Draft PPP for public review and comment will be publicly 
noticed as follows: 

• Posted on the Home page of the MPO website (www.mympo.org) in a prominent location for 
public review and comment. 

• Written comments may be submitted by mail or email. 
• Verbal comments may be made during the public comment portion of the agenda during 

regularly scheduled MPO Board or committee meetings, and/or during a properly noticed MPO 
Board meeting where adoption of a PPP is scheduled on the agenda. 

 
Public Review and Comment Period: 45 days 

 
When significant public comments are received on a Draft PPP because of public involvement, a 
summary, analysis and report on the disposition of comments will be made part of the final PPP. 
Additionally, the public is invited to provide comments regarding the PPP at any time via telephone or 
email 941-359-5772 or mpo@mympo.org. 

PPP Updates 
(Administrative) 

PPP Updates that are deemed by staff to be “administrative” rather than “substantive” will not be 
publicly noticed for review and comment and will not require additional approval by the MPO Board or 
its committees. Examples may include: 

• Updates to calendar listings for MPO Board and committee meetings 
• Updates to the appendices list or to any individual appendix 
• Updates of document formatting, punctuation, grammar, etc. 
• Updates of photographic images and illustrations 

https://www.mympo.org/our-work/mpo-plans/ppp
http://www.mympo.org/
mailto:mpo@mympo.org
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Public Participation in “Big Picture” Transportation Planning 
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Public involvement during planning brings diverse 
viewpoints and values to the surface early in the 
decision-making process and consists of activities and 
actions that both inform and involve the public, so they 
can help influence decisions that affect their lives. 

This phase is critical because it links the planning process with the actual 
project location, design, and eventual construction and operation. The 
scope of public involvement differs with each PD&E study and is adapted 
to the complexity of the project, as well as local area conditions. Input 
from the public helps engineering and environmental decisions and 
ensures an open and transparent decision-making process. 

Start Planning Phase 
Project 

Development and 
Environmental 

Study 

Construction Alternative 
Pr ry oject Delive Design 

Project 
Completion 

Operations and 
Maintenance 

Active, Engaged 
Public 

Pa ion rticipat 

When a project moves into the design phase, any 
information and potential solutions developed and analyzed 
during prior phases should be carried forward into this 
phase, including recommendations and commitments. 

During construction, public involvement takes on more of a 
public information role, informing people about lane 
closures, median changes, business access impacts, work 
hours and work zones, detours, and grand openings. 

Like construction, public involvement during the operations and 
maintenance phase is typically focused on informing people about lane 
closures, work zones, detours, and temporary access impacts, if any. 

A Public Participation Road Map 
Public involvement is essential throughout each major phase, as well as the individual steps and 
processes. The entire transportation decision-making process can take many years, and since the 
implementation step involves many ongoing activities, some form of public involvement should always 
occur. Stakeholders can benefit from awareness and knowledge of the process to better understand when 
and where to become involved, and what constraints are faced by state, regional, and local agencies in 
making decisions during the various phases. 

 
The first phase starts with “big picture” discussions regarding policy and moves towards more detailed 
system wide planning. Once a project is selected or programmed to receive funding, it moves into the 
preparatory phases including environmental studies and preliminary and final design. The last step 
involves the physical implementation of the project, otherwise known as construction, operations, and 
maintenance. An alternative project delivery phase may be used, which includes Design-Build activities, as 
well as public private partnerships, and occurs before construction, operations, and maintenance. 

 
Learn how to be more effective when addressing the MPO by reading Appendix E. This guide is designed to 
provide tips regarding the most effective and productive methods to convey questions, ideas, support or 
concerns to the MPO Board and Committees. 
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How to Get Involved in Sarasota/Manatee MPO Transportation Planning 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Follow Us 
Twitter: @saramanampo 

Facebook: @SarasotaManatee 
MPO 

Instagram: @saramanampo 

 
Write Us 

Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan 
Planning Organization 
8100 15th Street East 
Sarasota, FL 34243 

 
Call Us 

941-359-5772 
during normal 
business hours 

Mon. - Fri. 
8:00AM - 5:00PM 

Visit the MPO Website 

 
www.mympo.org 

Email Us 
mpo@mympo.org 

 
Come to an event! 

The Sarasota/Manatee MPO participates in 
unique events throughout both Manatee and 
Sarasota county and hosts workshops to inform 
people about projects where they work and live. 
Visit the MPO website at www.mympo.org to 
learn more. 

Participate in person! 
 

Make a public comment at a Sarasota/Manatee 
MPO board or committee meeting OR visit us: 

8100 15th Street East 
Sarasota, FL, 34243 

 
Find updated meeting schedules and agendas 

on the website www.mympo.org 

 
Volunteer! 

Contact your local elected official to serve as a 
representative on a Sarasota/Manatee MPO 
committee or contact mpo@mympo.org for more 
information. 

http://www.mympo.org/
mailto:mpo@mympo.org
http://www.mympo.org/
http://www.mympo.org/
mailto:mpo@mympo.org
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Llámanos 

941-359-5772 durante horas laborables 
lunes - viernes 

8:00AM - 5:00PM 

 
Escríbenos 

Sarasota/Manatee 
Metropolitan Planning Organization 

8100 15th Street East 
Sarasota, FL 34243 

 
¡Se un voluntario! 

Comuníquese con su oficial local elegido para que 
representes algún comité del Sarasota/Manatee 

MPO o comuníquese con la MPO, 
alvimarie@mympo.org para más información. 

¡Ven algún evento! 
El Sarasota/Manatee MPO participa en 
diferentes eventos alrededor de ambos 

condados, Manatee y Sarasota. También 
organizamos talleres para informar al público 
sobre proyectos que están ocurriendo en el 
área donde viven o trabajan. Visítanos en 

nuestra página, www.mympo.org para más 
información. 

Como involucrarse con la MPO para la planificación de transportación 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Síguenos 
Twitter: @saramanampo 

Visita nuestra página de MPO 

www.mympo.org 

 
 

Escríbenos por correo electrónico 
grace@mympo.org 

¡Participa en persona! 

Somete un comentario público a la Junta o 
Comité del Sarasota/Manatee MPO o 

visítanos en: 

8100 15th Street East 
Sarasota, FL, 34243 

 
Encuentra los horarios y agendas de las 
reuniones en nuestra página electrónica: 

www.mympo.org 

mailto:alvimarie@mympo.org
http://www.mympo.org/
http://www.mympo.org/
mailto:alvimarie@mympo.org
http://www.mympo.org/
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Public Participation Evaluation 
Introduction 
The Federal Highway Administration and the Florida Department of Transportation require the 
Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) to regularly evaluate the effectiveness of 
public participation activities. By continuously evaluating public participation activities, it is possible to 
improve or add new activities to the MPO program and to discontinue activities that are ineffective. The 
purpose of this guidebook is to provide guidelines for the evaluation of public participation techniques. 

 
The MPO’s public participation policy is contained in the Public Participation Plan. The Public Participation 
Plan includes descriptions of the roles and responsibilities of the MPO and other agencies in the public 
participation process. Also included in the Public Participation Plan are descriptions of various public 
participation techniques that could be used by the MPO. This guidebook describes the techniques, 
outlines the steps to be taken to evaluate those techniques, identifies measures to quantify success rates, 
and outlines strategies to improve the MPO’s public participation process. 

 
This guidebook is intended to be a “living” document, with additions and changes based on each 
evaluation that is performed. This guidebook should be reviewed at least every three years to ensure that 
appropriate changes are being implemented by the MPO. The outreach strategy applied in each special 
project or required document is unique and depends upon the selection and combination of public 
participation (PP) techniques applied. The ability to choose from a variety of outreach activities is essential 
for ensuring community participation in a dynamic environment. As such, the public involvement strategies 
and techniques listed stand alone as a viable resource. This collection of PP techniques provides building 
blocks, which can be utilized to tailor effective public participation programs. Although one project may not 
use all PP techniques, the careful use of a variety of these techniques will ensure that plans, designs, and 
construction phases are in accordance with the needs of the affected community. 

 
Evaluation Methods and Performance Goals 
To determine the effectiveness of the public participation tools, they must be evaluated and compared to 
established performance goals. The typical methods for evaluating the effectiveness of public participation 
tools are surveys and quantitative statistical analysis. This section briefly describes evaluation methods 
used by the MPO. The MPO has a variety of tools at its disposal to measure, evaluate and continuously 
improve upon its public outreach efforts. These include, but are not limited to: 

 
Surveys 
Surveys can be web-based and/or conducted in person, by phone, mail or e-mail. 

 
Statistical Analysis 
Statistics can be used to determine the “return on the investment” of producing public participation tools. 
Statistical analysis is used to evaluate survey responses and the results of the analysis are compared to 
the evaluation measures to determine the rate of success of public participation tools. 

 
Improvement Strategies 
The MPO continually strives for improved public participation. Improvements should be made to increase 
public awareness and to improve the quantity and quality of information provided to the public. The 
decisions made by the MPO affect the entire population, both residents and visitors, of Sarasota and 
Manatee counties. Therefore, seeking public input on those decisions is vital to the success of the MPO as 
the agency responsible for transportation planning. As soon as possible when a public participation 
evaluation is performed, a list of improvement strategies should be identified for implementation. If 
improvement is needed for an ongoing public participation task, such as the MPO website, a reasonable 
completion date should be established. If improvement is needed for one-time activities, such as corridor 
studies, the improvement should be implemented where appropriate on future activities. 



Sarasota/Manatee MPO | Public Participation Plan 31  

Public Participation Evaluation Tools 
Public Participation Technique Measure 
Public Meetings # of Meetings 

# of Members in Attendance 
# of Citizens in Attendance 

Public Events/Presentations # of Events Attended 
# of Presentations Given 

MPO Website # of Unique Pageviews 
Top Ten Most Viewed Pages 

Social Media % increase of follower across social media platforms 
# of Likes 
# of Mentions 

Special Notices # of People on Special Notice List 
% increase of People on Special Notice List 

Press Releases/Public Notices # of Public Notices 
# of Press Releases sent 
# of Press Releases used 

Government Access Television # of Televised Meetings 
Workshops/Open Houses # in Attendance 

# of Workshops/Open Houses 
Public Comments # of Comment Cards 

# of Online Comment Cards 
Response Rate = (# of online comments cards 
received/# of unique pageviews)*100 

Surveys/Questionnaires # of Surveys Conducted 
# of Responses 

Visualization # of Maps 
# of Fact Sheets 

Title VI/Nondiscrimination # of outreach events conducted in underserved areas 
General interest/feature article interviews on 
TV and Radio 

# of Articles in Local Newspapers 
# of TV interviews 
# of Radio Interviews 
% of positive news articles 

Media Relations # of Media at meetings 
# of Media Inquiries 

MPO Participation # of Community Organizations 
# of Community Organizations representing underserved 
areas 
# of new relationships developed 
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Public Participation Evaluation Form 
 

Evaluation of Activity: 
 

Planning Study 
Specific Tool(s) 
Other- please specify 

 
If this is a study evaluation, is this:  mid-study  end of study 
List the public participation tools used during the study: 

 
Description of Study or Tool: 

 
Audience(s) Targeted for Public Participation: 

 
Type of Evaluation(s) to be conducted: 

 
 Qualitative  Survey  Statistical Analysis 

 
Survey, indicate type: 

 
  Face-to-Face   Telephone   Written   Mail-back 

 
Targeted Respondents: 

 
Statistical Analysis, description 

 
Date Evaluation Began: 

 
Date Completed: 

 
Completed By: 
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Appendix A: Public Participation Plan Evaluation FY 2017/18 – FY 2019/20 
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Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization 
Public Participation Plan Evaluation 

FY 2017/18 - FY 2019/20 
Adopted May 24, 2021 
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Public Participation Plan Evaluation 
FY 2017/18 - FY 2019/20 

SARASOTA/MANATEE 
METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION 

 
8100 15th Street East 

Sarasota, Florida 34243 
www.mympo.org 

 
 

Contact: 
David Hutchinson, Executive Director 

E-mail Dave@mympo.org 
Phone  941-359-5772 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No person in the United States shall, on the ground of race, color, national origin, or sex be excluded from 
participation in, be denied the benefits of, or otherwise be subjected to discrimination under any program 
or activity receiving Federal financial assistance (Title VI of Civil Rights Act of 1964, 42 U.S.C. § 2000d, 
and as amended, and the Civil Rights Restoration Act of 1987, P.I. 100.259). This includes funds received 
through the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) or other entities. 

http://www.mympo.org/
mailto:Dave@mympo.org
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Overview 
The Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) is a regional transportation planning 
agency that provides a forum for cooperative decision-making concerning regional and local transportation 
issues. The MPO was created by Federal and State law to develop transportation plans and programs 
which encourage and promote the implementation of transportation facilities which include all modes of 
transportation in a manner that will maximize the mobility of people and goods. The MPO seeks public 
involvement during every phase of transportation planning, ensuring an outcome the community desires. 

 
The Sarasota/Manatee MPO strives for exceptional public participation to guide them in projects that 
reflect the community’s vision, while remaining financially feasible and accessible to users of every age 
and ability. The MPO Public Participation Plan (PPP) serves as a guidebook for effectively involving the 
regional community in every stage of the transportation planning process. MPO major planning documents, 
like the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) and Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), are 
amended and adopted on a continuous basis. Ultimately, the purpose for the development of a formalized 
Public Participation Plan is to serve as a guide for citizens to gain a better understanding of the public 
participation process and to serve as a tool for planners and decision‐makers to better engage citizens, 
community groups, organizations, and business in the process of transportation planning. 

 
The MPO Public Participation Plan was last updated in September 2018 and Amended in 2020. The PPP 
can be accessed online at the following address: https://www.mympo.org/our-work/mpo-plans/ppp 

 

The period of evaluation is for FY 2017/18 ‐ FY 2019/20: July 1, 2017 ‐ June 30, 2020. 
 

Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, disability, or 
family status. Persons who require special accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act or 
persons who require translation services (free of charge) should contact the Sarasota/Manatee 
Metropolitan Planning Organization by calling 941-359-5772 between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. The following document details the opportunities for improvements followed by the MPO 
PPP Evaluation on techniques and strategies employed for FY 2017/18 – FY 2019/20. 
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Recommendations 
The purpose of this Public Participation Evaluation for FY 2017/18 – FY 2019/20 is to evaluate the 
effectiveness of the procedures and strategies contained in the Participation Plan. After analyzing the 
information presented in this evaluation, the following actions will be taken into consideration for the 
Participation Plan update and the future MPO public engagement efforts: 

 
MPO Committees 

• Seek new citizen members to serve on the Citizen Advisory Network via the process designated in 
Policy 1.3. 

• Emphasize and explain the process for public comments at each Board meeting. 
• Livestream Board and Committee meetings, when possible, to Facebook and Publicinput.com to 

maximize opportunities for public comment and involvement. 
 

Website 
• Continue to regularly update website content, events, meetings, agendas, minutes, documents, etc. 
• Review pages and update content based on a review schedule. 
• Continue to update the blog with MPO activities, updates, relevant transportation planning related 

facts, community facts, etc. 
 

Visualization Tools 
• Continue to create fact sheets for performance measures in the two-county region. If possible, 

create online-interactive fact sheets. These fact sheets will help the audience understand what 
performance measures are and the importance of performance-based planning when selecting 
future road projects. 

• Develop interactive maps to visualize and monitor transportation system performance and 
encourage transportation investments where they are most needed. 

• Create project pages to inform the public about MPO studies to gather public input. 
 

Special Projects 
• Continue coordination with FDOT on publicizing opportunities for public participation including, but 

not limited to, open houses, visualization tools, public meetings, project website links, and any 
other related activities. 

 
Social Media 

• Create and maintain a social media calendar/road map to plan the content for each account. This 
will increase consistent messaging and presence on social media platforms. 

• Invest in a scheduling platform to create an easier way to maintain all social media accounts. 
 

Community Outreach and Events 
• In 2018, MPO staff organized and participated in two community events, Active Mobility Weekend 

(3 events) and Open Streets Palmetto, to increase awareness, outreach, and engagement with the 
federal transportation planning process. MPO staff coordinated with FDOT and distributed “safety 
kits” for all attendees who pledged to drive safely around cyclists and bicycle safety. MPO staff 
connected with over 250 people during these events and generated community awareness on the 
importance of bicycle and road safety. 

• 2018-2020, during the 2045 LRTP Update, the MPO coordinated and facilitated five (5) 
TransForums including monthly Young Professional meetups, several public workshops, Steering 
Committee meetings (LRTP Dream Team), three online surveys, extensive community outreach, 
virtual cost feasible presentations, and developed a podcast. 
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o Over the course of this evaluation, the MPO hosted five (5) in-person TransForums. 
TransForums were LRTP workshops to learn about long range planning in the region where 
an average of 100 people attended. 

o To reach the younger demographics in the region, the MPO hosted seven (7) Young 
Professional Meetups. Over 95 unique young professionals attended these events and 
participated in the Long Range Transportation Plan update process. 

o The MPO administered three (3) online surveys during the LRTP update receiving over 
2,000+ responses. The respondents were within a 5% margin of age, race, and zip code 
distribution in the two-county region. 

o To promote the survey, MPO staff posted flyers and printed surveys in all the libraries 
throughout the region. MPO Staff also posted flyers in areas that were low-income and had a 
higher percentage of people who are limited English proficiency. MPO Staff attended the 
Hispanic Festival to promote the surveys in addition to riding transit lines with high ridership. 
MPO Staff also attended community association meetings in Black communities. These 
outreach efforts were primarily focused on reaching underserved/underrepresented 
populations in the community. 

o After safety measures were taken due to COVID 19, MPO Staff presented the Cost Feasible 
Plan to each individual municipality at their virtual Board meetings. 

o Due to the pandemic, the MPO created an online podcast that provided additional 
opportunities for the public to comment on the DRAFT LRTP document. During this 
evaluation period, 3 podcasts had been broadcast. 

o For a more detailed report on the MPO reached out to underserved/underrepresented 
communities, read the 2045 LRTP Public Involvement Summary. 

• Continue to seek out selective opportunities for community outreach, public engagement, 
education, awareness, etc. that align with MPO priorities, especially in 
underserved/underrepresented communities. 

• Transition to Hybrid format for meetings and workshops hosted by the MPO to maximize public 
participation. 

 
Mailing Lists 

• Continue to provide opportunities for interested parties to subscribe to MPO distribution lists. 
• Utilize an email marketing platform such as PublicInput.com as an additional opportunity to interact 

with the public. This enables individuals to self-select to receive notifications of activity instead of 
requesting the MPO add them to meeting email distribution lists. 

 
Traditionally Underserved/Underrepresented Populations 

• Seek out opportunities to engage and empower underserved/underrepresented populations in the 
transportation planning process. 

https://www.mympo.org/files/32/Long-Range-Transportation-Plan/1067/Public-Involvement-Summary.pdf
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MPO Board Meetings 
The Sarasota/Manatee MPO has an 18-member apportioned governing Board made up of elected 
representatives of both counties and nine (9) cities within both counties, a representative of the Sarasota 
Manatee Airport Authority, and the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) District 1 Secretary 
serving as a non-voting advisor. The MPO holds regularly scheduled Governing Board meetings. During the 
evaluation period, 36% of meetings received public comments made by citizens either during the 
discussion on agenda items or during the time reserved on each meeting’s agenda for public comment. 
Toward the end of this evaluation period, in response to COVID-19, the MPO transitioned to Virtual 
meetings. 

 
Performance Objectives: Provide elected officials who serve as decision-makers on the MPO Board with 
the input of as many local individuals and stakeholder groups as possible, with emphasis on traditionally 
underserved groups, to represent the needs and interests of those served by the transportation planning 
process 

 
Strategies to achieve performance objective: 

• Conduct regular meetings and encourage public attendance and participation, allowing a scheduled 
item for public comment on each agenda 

• Emphasize and explain the process for public comments at each Board meeting 
• Livestream Board meetings to Facebook and Publicinput.com to maximize opportunities for public 

comment and involvement 
• Publicize meeting information on the MPO website 
• Publicize elsewhere in the region as resources permit 

 
Outcomes: 

• 22 total meetings, approximately four to eight times per year 
• 36% of meetings received citizens public comments 
• There were no requests for translations at meetings, workshops, open houses, etc. 
• All meeting times and locations are publicized on the MPO website and sent to media distribution 

lists 
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July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018 
 
Date of Meeting 

Members in 
Attendance 

Staff in 
Attendance 

Guests in 
Attendance 

Citizen Public 
Comment 

 
Total 

September 25, 2017 17 8 4 2 31 
October 23, 2017 17 4 11 7 39 
December 18, 2017 17 4 10 0 31 
January 22, 2018 17 4 7 0 28 
January 22, 2018 (Joint) 18 6 7 0 31 
April 23, 2018 18 3 10 4 35 
June 18, 2018 12 4 11 9 36 
Media presence at most Board meetings 

 
July 1, 2018 - June 30, 2019 

 
Date of Meeting 

Members in 
Attendance 

Staff in 
Attendance 

Guests in 
Attendance 

Citizen Public 
Comment 

 
Total 

September 24, 2018 13 4 10 17 44 
November 8, 2018 11 5 9 0 25 
January 28, 2019 13 4 2 1 20 
January 28, 2019 (Joint) 19 12 30 0 61 
January 28, 2019 (Workshop) 13 4 173 0 190 
March 25, 2019 11 3 5 1 20 
April 22, 2019 (Workshop) 13 5 106 0 124 
May 20, 2019 13 5 4 0 22 
Media presence at most Board meetings 

 
July 1, 2019 - June 30, 2020 

 
Date of Meeting 

Members in 
Attendance 

Staff in 
Attendance 

Guests in 
Attendance 

Citizen Public 
Comment 

 
Total 

September 23, 2019 14 5 4 0 23 
October 21, 2019 
(Workshop) 

 
13 

 
9 

 
88 

 
0 

 
110 

November 18, 2019 14 5 12 5 36 
January 27, 2020 11 7 3 0 21 
January 27, 2020 (Joint) 17 12 22 0 51 
February 24, 2020 
(Workshop) 

 
13 

 
9 

 
76 

 
0 

 
98 

April 20, 2020 (Virtual) 16 8 3 0 27 
Media presence at most Board meetings 

 
Public Outreach Summary 

 
Year # of MPO Board 

Meetings 

# of Joint 
Regional 
Meetings 

# of 
Workshops 

Citizen Public 
Comment 

 
# Public Hearings 

2017/2018 6 1 0 22 0 
2018/2019 5 1 2 19 0 
2019/2020 4 1 2 5 0 
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Advisory Committees 
The MPO has eight advisory committees including, Technical Advisory Committee (TAC), Transportation 
Systems Management and Operations (TSM&O) Advisory Group, Barrier Island Traffic Committee (BITC), 
Citizens Advisory Network (CAN), Bicycle, Pedestrian, Trails Advisory Committee (BPTAC), Public 
Transportation Task Force (PTTF), Manatee Transportation Disadvantaged Local Coordinating Board 
(MLCB), and Sarasota Transportation Disadvantaged Local Coordinating Board (SLCB). The MPO holds 
regularly scheduled advisory committee meetings. Toward the end of this evaluation period, in response to 
COVID-19, the MPO transitioned to Virtual meetings. 

 

Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) 
The Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) includes planning and/or engineering representatives from all the 
MPO’s member jurisdictions, as well as transit agency and school board representatives. The TAC makes 
regular recommendations to the MPO Board on technical issues and other action items. During the 
evaluation period, 6.25% of meetings received public comments made by citizens either during the 
discussion on agenda items or during the time reserved on each meeting’s agenda for public comment. 

 
Performance Objective: Involve professional planners and operational managers from local governments 
and agencies in the development of MPO transportation plans 

 
Strategies to achieve performance objective: 

• Conduct regular meetings and encourage public attendance and participation, allowing a scheduled 
item for public comment on each agenda 

• Emphasize and explain the process for public comments at each meeting 
• Livestream meetings to Facebook and Publicinput.com to maximize opportunities for public 

comment and involvement 
• Publicize meeting information on the MPO website 
• Publicize elsewhere in the region 

 
Outcomes: 

• 16 Total Meetings 
• 6.25% of meetings received citizens public comments 
• There were no requests for translations at meetings, workshops, open houses, etc. 
• All meeting times and locations are publicized on the MPO website and sent to media distribution 

lists 
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TAC Meetings July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018 
 
Date of Meeting 

Members in 
Attendance 

Staff in 
Attendance 

Guests in 
Attendance 

Citizen Public 
Comment 

 
Total 

October 9, 2017 17 7 13 0 37 
December 4, 2017 15 6 4 0 25 
January 8, 2018 16 6 2 0 24 
February 12, 2018 15 6 2 0 23 
April 9, 2018 20 7 7 0 34 
June 4, 2018 16 7 3 0 26 

 
 
 

TAC Meetings July 1, 2018 - June 30, 2019 
 
Date of Meeting 

Members in 
Attendance 

Staff in 
Attendance 

Guests in 
Attendance 

Citizen Public 
Comment 

 
Total 

September 10, 2018 18 6 6 0 30 
October 22, 2018 18 6 2 0 26 
January 14, 2019 19 5 3 0 27 
March 11, 2019 18 5 6 1 30 
May 6, 2019 15 4 7 0 26 

 
 

TAC Meetings July 1, 2019 - June 30, 2020 
 
Date of Meeting 

Members in 
Attendance 

Staff in 
Attendance 

Guests in 
Attendance 

Citizen Public 
Comment 

 
Total 

August 12, 2019 20 6 5 0 31 
September 16, 2019 15 5 3 0 23 
November 4, 2019 17 6 13 0 36 
January 13, 2020 18 5 4 0 27 
May 4, 2020 (Virtual) 21 6 11 0 38 
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Transportation Systems Management and Operations (TSM&O) Advisory Group 
The Transportation System Management and Operations Advisory Group (TSM&O) was created in 
September 2019 and consists of thirteen (13) Members appointed from each of the MPO’s Member 
agencies and various advisory agencies. This group serves the Sarasota/Manatee MPO in an advisory 
capacity on technical matters related to Transportation System Management and Operations (TSM&O). 
During the evaluation period, 100% of meetings received public comments made by citizens either during 
the discussion on agenda items or during the time reserved on each meeting’s agenda for public 
comment. 

 
Performance Objective: Involve traffic management and technical professionals from local and state 
governments and agencies in the development of MPO TSM&O plans and projects 

 
Strategies to achieve performance objective: 

• Conduct regular meetings and encourage public attendance and participation, allowing a scheduled 
item for public comment on each agenda 

• Livestream meetings to Facebook and Publicinput.com to maximize opportunities for public 
comment and involvement 

• Publicize meeting information on the MPO website 
• Publicize elsewhere in the region 

 
Outcomes: 

• 1 Total Meeting 
• 100% of meetings received citizens public comments 
• There were no requests for translations at meetings, workshops, open houses, etc. 
• All meeting times and locations are publicized on the MPO website and sent to media distribution 

lists 
 
 

TSM&O Meetings July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018 
 
 
Date of Meeting 

 
Members in 
Attendance 

 
Staff in 
Attendance 

 
Guests in 
Attendance 

 
Citizen Public 
Comment 

 
 
Total 

N/A     0 
 
 

TSM&O Meetings July 1, 2018 - June 30, 2019 
 
Date of Meeting 

Members in 
Attendance 

Staff in 
Attendance 

Guests in 
Attendance 

Citizen Public 
Comment 

 
Total 

N/A     0 
 

TSM&O Meetings July 1, 2019 - June 30, 2020 
 
Date of Meeting 

Members in 
Attendance 

Staff in 
Attendance 

Guests in 
Attendance 

Citizen Public 
Comment 

 
Total 

March 9, 2020 (Virtual) 10 5 0 1 16 
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Barrier Island Traffic Committee (BITC) 
The Barrier Island Traffic Committee (BITC) was created in September 2019 and is composed of eight 
regular and alternate Members appointed from the MPO Member agencies. This Committee serves the 
Sarasota/Manatee MPO Governing Board in an advisory capacity on technical matters related to 
implementation of the Barrier Island Traffic Study (BITS). During the evaluation period, 0% of meetings 
received public comments made by citizens either during the discussion on agenda items or during the 
time reserved on each meeting’s agenda for public comment. 

 
Performance Objective: Involve professional planners and operational managers from local governments 
and agencies in the implementation of the Barrier Island Traffic Study project recommendations 

 
Strategies to achieve performance objective: 

• Conduct regular meetings and encourage public attendance and participation, allowing a scheduled 
item for public comment on each agenda 

• Livestream meetings to Facebook and Publicinput.com to maximize opportunities for public 
comment and involvement 

• Publicize meeting information on the MPO website 
• Publicize elsewhere in the region 

 
Outcomes: 

• 1 Total Meeting 
• 0% of meetings received citizens public comments 
• There were no requests for translations at meetings, workshops, open houses, etc. 
• All meeting times and locations are publicized on the MPO website and sent to media distribution 

lists 
 

Barrier Island Traffic Committee (BITC) Meetings July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018 
 
 
Date of Meeting 

 
Members in 
Attendance 

 
Staff in 
Attendance 

 
Guests in 
Attendance 

 
Citizen Public 
Comment 

 
 
Total 

N/A     0 
 

Barrier Island Traffic Committee (BITC) Meetings July 1, 2018 - June 30, 2019 
 
Date of Meeting 

Members in 
Attendance 

Staff in 
Attendance 

Guests in 
Attendance 

Citizen Public 
Comment 

 
Total 

N/A     0 
 

Barrier Island Traffic Committee (BITC) Meetings July 1, 2019 - June 30, 2020 
 
Date of Meeting 

Members in 
Attendance 

Staff in 
Attendance 

Guests in 
Attendance 

Citizen Public 
Comment 

 
Total 

June 22, 2020 (Virtual) 15 7 0 0 22 
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Citizens Advisory Network (CAN) 
The MPO Citizen Advisory Committee officially transitioned to the Citizen Advisory Network (CAN) in 
September 2019. The function of the CAN is to provide an array of citizens' views and recommendations to 
the Sarasota/Manatee MPO Governing Board on projects, plans, and programs referred to the Network. 
The CAN is comprised of 28 members appointed by local jurisdictions with opportunities for organizations 
throughout the region to nominate members for the MPO Board to appoint. During the evaluation period, 
38% of meetings received public comments made by citizens either during the discussion on agenda items 
or during the time reserved on each meeting’s agenda for public comment. 

 
Performance Objective: 

1. Provide elected officials who serve as decision-makers on the MPO Board with the advance review 
and recommendations of public representatives who serve as volunteers on an organized 
committee structured to reflect a broad cross-section of the community served by the MPO. CAN 
members should have a continuing interest, understanding, and ongoing involvement in the 
comprehensive transportation planning process and make recommendations based on the needs 
and objectives of the two-county area 

2. Provide the public with a forum through regular CAN meetings to obtain a greater understanding of 
the transportation planning process and publicly comment on draft plans, and proposed projects in 
the early stages of the local and regional transportation planning process 

 
Strategies to achieve the performance objects: 

• Maintain a CAN to provide broad, regional community representation in the local transportation 
planning process 

• Seek out qualifying community organizations to nominate individuals to serve on the Network 
• Conduct regular meetings to solicit discussion and recommendations to the MPO Board on draft 

documents, transportation-related topics and areas of concern 
• Livestream meetings to Facebook and Publicinput.com to maximize opportunities for public 

comment and involvement 
• Publicize CAN meetings on the MPO website and other outreach methods to promote public 

attendance and comment as scheduled on each meeting agenda 
• Periodically review the membership, function, structure and governance of the CAN to ensure it 

best reflects a broad cross-section and the varying interests of the Sarasota/Manatee area citizenry 
 

Outcomes: 
• 13 Total Meetings 
• 38% of meetings received citizens public comments 
• There were no requests for translations at meetings, workshops, open houses, etc. 
• All meeting times and locations are publicized on the MPO website and sent to media distribution 

lists 
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CAN Meetings July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018 
 
Date of Meeting 

Members in 
Attendance 

Staff in 
Attendance 

Guests in 
Attendance 

Citizen Public 
Comment 

 
Total 

October 9, 2017 14 5 11 0 30 
December 4, 2017 13 5 2 0 20 
January 8, 2018 17 6 2 0 25 
February 12, 2018 18 5 3 0 26 
April 9, 2018 19 6 5 0 30 
June 4, 2018 16 6 2 1 25 

 
 
 

CAN Meetings July 1, 2018 - June 30, 2019 
 
Date of Meeting 

Members in 
Attendance 

Staff in 
Attendance 

Guests in 
Attendance 

Citizen Public 
Comment 

 
Total 

September 10, 2018 17 6 2 25 50 
October 22, 2018 20 6 1 1 28 
January 14, 2019 21 4 3 1 29 
March 11, 2019 
(Open House) 

 
11 

 
4 

 
100 

 
0 

 
115 

May 6, 2019 16 4 5 0 25 
 
 
 

CAN Meetings July 1, 2019 - June 30, 2020 
 
Date of Meeting 

Members in 
Attendance 

Staff in 
Attendance 

Guests in 
Attendance 

Citizen Public 
Comment 

 
Total 

September 16, 2019 15 4 0 0 19 
November 4, 2019 15 6 8 0 29 
January 13, 2020 12 3 0 1 16 
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Bicycle, Pedestrian, Trails Advisory Committee (BPTAC) 
The Sarasota/Manatee MPO Bicycle, Pedestrian, Trails Advisory Committee (BPTAC) membership is 
generally comprised of professional planning staff representatives from Manatee and Sarasota County and 
its municipalities, along with representatives from bicycling enthusiast groups, bicycling safety programs, 
and related interests. During the evaluation period, 70% of meetings received public comments made by 
citizens either during the discussion on agenda items or during the time reserved on each meeting’s 
agenda for public comment. 

 
Performance Objectives: 

1. Raise awareness of infrastructure needs to better accommodate pedestrians and bicyclists for safe 
travel with motorized traffic 

2. Seek opportunities to educate the public about pedestrian and bicycling safety 
 

Strategies to achieve performance objectives: 
• Conduct regular meetings and encourage public attendance and participation, allowing a scheduled 

item for public comment on each agenda 
• Livestream meetings to Facebook and Publicinput.com to maximize opportunities for public 

comment and involvement 
• Publicize meeting information on the MPO website 
• Publicize elsewhere in the region 

 
Outcomes: 

• 10 Total Meetings 
• 70% of meetings received citizens public comments 
• There were no requests for translations at meetings, workshops, open houses, etc. 
• All meeting times and locations are publicized on the MPO website and sent to media distribution 

lists 
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BPTAC Meetings July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018 
 
Date of Meeting 

Members in 
Attendance 

Staff in 
Attendance 

Guests in 
Attendance 

Citizen Public 
Comment 

 
Total 

October 9, 2017 15 6 0 1 22 
January 8, 2018 11 6 3 1 21 
April 9, 2018 17 5 9 2 33 
June 4, 2018 11 6 2 1 20 

 
 

BPTAC Meetings July 1, 2018 - June 30, 2019 
 
Date of Meeting 

Members in 
Attendance 

Staff in 
Attendance 

Guests in 
Attendance 

Citizen Public 
Comment 

 
Total 

September 10, 2018 12 6 3 2 23 
October 22, 2018 12 6 3 0 21 
January 14, 2019 11 5 2 1 19 
May 6, 2019 10 4 5 0 19 

 
 

BPTAC Meetings July 1, 2019 - June 30, 2020 
 
Date of Meeting 

Members in 
Attendance 

Staff in 
Attendance 

Guests in 
Attendance 

Citizen Public 
Comment 

 
Total 

September 16, 2019 11 4 1 1 17 
November 4, 2019 14 5 8 0 27 
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Public Transportation Task Force (PTTF) 
The Public Transportation Task Force (PTTF) advises the MPO Board on issues related to the development 
of regional inter-county public transportation services as specified in the MPO Long Range Transportation 
Plan (LRTP). During the evaluation period, 57% of meetings received public comments made by citizens 
either during the discussion on agenda items or during the time reserved on each meeting’s agenda for 
public comment. 

 
Performance Objective: Seek opportunities to educate the public about the benefits of public 
transportation improvements 

 
Strategies to achieve performance objective: 

• Conduct regular meetings and encourage public attendance and participation, allowing a scheduled 
item for public comment on each agenda 

• Publicize meeting information on the MPO website 
• Publicize elsewhere in the region 

 
Outcomes: 

• 7 Total Meetings 
• 57% of meetings received citizens public comments 
• There were no requests for translations at meetings, workshops, open houses, etc. 
• All meeting times and locations are publicized on the MPO website and sent to media distribution 

lists 
 
 
 

Public Transportation Task Force (PTTF) Meetings July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018 
 
Date of Meeting 

Members in 
Attendance 

Staff in 
Attendance 

Guests in 
Attendance 

Citizen Public 
Comment 

 
Total 

December 18, 2017 14 5 0 1 20 
February 26, 2018 10 5 2 1 18 
June 18, 2018 9 4 1 1 15 

 
 
 

Public Transportation Task Force (PTTF) Meetings July 1, 2018 - June 30, 2019 
 
Date of Meeting 

Members in 
Attendance 

Staff in 
Attendance 

Guests in 
Attendance 

Citizen Public 
Comment 

 
Total 

September 24, 2018 12 5 3 0 20 
November 8, 2018 9 5 4 1 19 

 
 

Public Transportation Task Force (PTTF) Meetings July 1, 2019 - June 30, 2020 
 
Date of Meeting 

Members in 
Attendance 

Staff in 
Attendance 

Guests in 
Attendance 

Citizen Public 
Comment 

 
Total 

September 23, 2019 15 4 2 0 21 
November 18, 2019 12 4 3 0 19 
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Transportation Disadvantaged 
Each county has a Transportation Disadvantaged Local Coordinating Board (LCB) to oversee the transit 
agency providing the service to the Transportation Disadvantaged population. This board is comprised of 
state social service agencies, local agencies, users of the system, elderly citizens, and school board 
representatives. The board is a cross-section of users or user representatives. For more detailed 
information, go to www.fdot.gov/ctd 

 
Manatee Transportation Disadvantaged Local Coordinating Board (MLCB) 
During the evaluation period, 23% of meetings received public comments made by citizens either during 
the discussion on agenda items or during the time reserved on each meeting’s agenda for public 
comment. 

 
Performance Objective: Seek opportunities to educate the public about the benefits of improving programs 
for the transportation disadvantaged 

 
Strategies to achieve performance objective: 

• Conduct regular meetings and encourage public attendance and participation, allowing a scheduled 
item for public comment on each agenda 

• Livestream meetings to Facebook and Publicinput.com to maximize opportunities for public 
comment and involvement 

• Publicize meeting information on the MPO website 
• Publicize elsewhere in the region 

 
Outcomes: 

• 13 Total Meetings 
• 23% of meetings received citizens public comments 
• There were no requests for translations at meetings, workshops, open houses, etc. 
• All meeting times and locations are publicized on the MPO website and sent to media distribution 

lists 

http://www.fdot.gov/ctd
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Manatee Transportation Disadvantaged Meetings July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018 
 
Date of Meeting 

Members in 
Attendance 

Staff in 
Attendance 

Guests in 
Attendance 

Citizen Public 
Comment 

 
Total 

September 6, 2017 7 5 4 0 16 
November 15, 2017 7 5 2 0 14 
January 10, 2018 10 3 4 0 17 
January 10, 2018 
(Public Meeting) 

 
10 

 
3 

 
4 

 
0 

 
17 

May 9, 2018 11 2 7 0 20 
 
 

Manatee Transportation Disadvantaged Meetings July 1, 2018 - June 30, 2019 
 
Date of Meeting 

Members in 
Attendance 

Staff in 
Attendance 

Guests in 
Attendance 

Citizen Public 
Comment 

 
Total 

September 5, 2018 18 2 7 0 27 
November 14, 2018 12 2 4 1 19 
January 23, 2019 
(Public Meeting) 

 
11 

 
2 

 
2 

 
1 

 
16 

May 15, 2019 16 2 1 0 19 
 
 

Manatee Transportation Disadvantaged Meetings July 1, 2019 - June 30, 2020 
 
Date of Meeting 

Members in 
Attendance 

Staff in 
Attendance 

Guests in 
Attendance 

Citizen Public 
Comment 

 
Total 

September 25, 2019 8 2 4 1 15 
November 13, 2019 15 2 2 0 19 
January 22, 2020 14 4 10 0 28 
January 22, 2020 
(Joint Public Workshop) 

 
20 

 
4 

 
0 

 
0 

 
45 

May 13, 2020 (Virtual) 11 3 5 0 19 



FY 2017/18 – FY 2019/20 Public Participation Plan Evaluation 20  

Sarasota Transportation Disadvantaged Local Coordinating Board (SLCB) 
During the evaluation period, 7.7% of meetings received public comments made by citizens either during 
the discussion on agenda items or during the time reserved on each meeting’s agenda for public 
comment. 

 
Performance Objective: Seek opportunities to educate the public about the benefits of improving programs 
for the transportation disadvantaged 

 
Strategies to achieve performance objective: 

• Conduct regular meetings and encourage public attendance and participation, allowing a scheduled 
item for public comment on each agenda 

• Livestream meetings to Facebook and Publicinput.com to maximize opportunities for public 
comment and involvement 

• Publicize meeting information on the MPO website 
• Publicize elsewhere in the region 

 
Outcomes: 

• 13 Total Meetings 
• 7.7% of meetings received citizens public comments 
• There were no requests for translations at meetings, workshops, open houses, etc. 
• All meeting times and locations are publicized on the MPO website and sent to media distribution 

lists 
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Sarasota Transportation Disadvantaged Meetings July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018 
 
Date of Meeting 

Members in 
Attendance 

Staff in 
Attendance 

Guests in 
Attendance 

Citizen Public 
Comment 

 
Total 

September 7, 2017 6 4 2 0 12 
November 16, 2017 9 3 4 0 16 
January 11, 2018 
(w/ Public Meeting) 

 
11 

 
3 

 
1 

 
0 

 
15 

May 10, 2018 8 3 4 0 15 
 
 

Sarasota Transportation Disadvantaged Meetings July 1, 2018 - June 30, 2019 
 
Date of Meeting 

Members in 
Attendance 

Staff in 
Attendance 

Guests in 
Attendance 

Citizen Public 
Comment 

 
Total 

September 6, 2018 15 2 3 0 20 
November 15, 2018 14 2 1 0 17 
December 19, 2018 
(Executive Committee) 

 
6 

 
2 

 
0 

 
0 

 
8 

January 17, 2019 
(w/ Public Meeting) 

 
11 

 
2 

 
0 

 
2 

 
15 

April 11, 2019 10 2 3 0 15 
May 16, 2021 15 2 3 0 20 

 
 

Sarasota Transportation Disadvantaged Meetings July 1, 2019 - June 30, 2020 
 
Date of Meeting 

Members in 
Attendance 

Staff in 
Attendance 

Guests in 
Attendance 

Citizen Public 
Comment 

 
Total 

September 26, 2019 10 2 2 0 14 
November 14, 2019 7 2 6 0 15 
January 22, 2020 9 4 7 0 20 
January 22, 2020 
(Joint Public Workshop) 

 
19 

 
4 

 
2 

 
0 

 
45 

May 13, 2020 12 3 4 0 19 
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Website 
The MPO website is crucial in the MPO’s Public Participation Plan. The website is the primary online 
source for interested parties to visit. On the MPO website one can learn about the MPO mission, about the 
MPO, what the MPO does, MPO Board, MPO advisory committees, agendas, calendars, major planning 
documents, project website links, educational videos, public comment, priorities, projects, related links, 
local resources, stakeholders, collaborators, contact information, addresses, translation feature, Title VI 
policy etc. 

 
Since the last evaluation period, the MPO has redesigned the entire website. This redesign launched on 
January 4, 2019 with the goal of creating a more user-friendly experience. Surveys were conducted to ask 
committee members and other interested parties what they looked for when entering our website. Based 
on their responses, a “MPO” menu was designed for users to access their needs. The website was also 
designed to adhere to ADA accessible guidelines. In doing so, the MPO purchased Accessibe, a browser- 
based software that provides viewers the ability to manipulate the font size, color, and other features to fit 
their specific needs. 

 
Performance Objectives: 

1. Create a user-friendly and visually interesting source for the latest information to educate and 
involve Sarasota/Manatee area residents and stakeholders in the local transportation process 

2. Make the website easily accessible for those with disabilities or with limited English proficiency 
 

Strategies to achieve performance objective: 
• Improve visual interest with more photos and graphics 
• Improve navigation 
• Improve ease of use 
• Improve visibility features for the vision impaired 
• Improve usability for those with limited English proficiency 
• Provide information about the MPO and its activities 
• List all upcoming MPO Board and committee meetings, post all agendas and minutes 
• Post draft and final transportation plans and documents 
• Post transportation-related links to external websites 
• Continually maintain an online opportunity for users to submit questions or comments on any topic 
• Offer opportunities to submit online comments on draft documents when posted during public 

review periods 
• Seek ways to improve accessibility to potential users with disabilities and those with limited English 

proficiency 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Overall Website Analytics by Fiscal Year (July 1 – June 30) 
 
Fiscal Year 

 
Page views 

Unique Page 
views 

 
Users 

New 
Users 

 
Sessions 

Pages / 
Session 

2017/2018 33,347 23,230 6,813 6,752 12,090 2.76 
2018/2019 44,600 27,398 9,907 9,656 14,509 3.07 
2019/2020 42,575 29,698 12,420 12,279 17,511 2.43 
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Before Website Redesign 
Top 10 Website Pages July 1, 2017 – June 30, 2018 
Page Page Views Unique Page 

Views 
Avg. 
Time on 
Page 

Entrances Bounce 
Rate 

% Exit 

/Home 8,891(26.66%) 5,898(25.39%) 0:02:14 5,540(45.83%) 34.31% 31.67% 
/event-calendar 1,766(5.30%) 802(3.45%) 0:00:36 236(1.95%) 13.56% 12.97% 
/documents 1,710(5.13%) 1,198(5.16%) 0:02:48 258(2.13%) 67.44% 44.85% 
/2040-long-range- 
transportation-plan 

 
1,247(3.74%) 

 
661(2.85%) 

 
0:02:29 

 
240(1.99%) 

 
58.75% 

 
36.09% 

/roll-stroll-sarasota-2018 1,231(3.69%) 1,020(4.39%) 0:03:01 868(7.18%) 78.00% 72.71% 
/mpo-board-committees-staff 1,179(3.54%) 664(2.86%) 0:00:39 81(0.67%) 35.80% 13.49% 
/mpo-staff-contact- 
information 

 
900(2.70%) 

 
747(3.22%) 

 
0:01:31 

 
123(1.02%) 

 
69.11% 

 
44.11% 

/agendas-minutes/mpo-board 737(2.21%) 457(1.97%) 0:01:46 33(0.27%) 63.64% 37.31% 
/blog-mpo 716(2.15%) 529(2.28%) 0:02:42 251(2.08%) 72.11% 44.97% 
/contact-us 663(1.99%) 529(2.28%) 0:00:53 70(0.58%) 41.43% 27.30% 

 
Website Redesign Initiated 

Top 10 Website Pages July 1, 2018 – June 30, 2019 
Page Page Views Unique Page 

Views 
Avg. 
Time on 
Page 

Entrances Bounce Rate % Exit 

/Home 10,938(24.52%) 7,547(27.55%) 0:01:01 7,186(49.53%) 44.22% 37.98% 
/m/meetings 2,260(5.07%) 957(3.49%) 0:00:52 164(1.13%) 53.66% 21.37% 
/m/mandates/lrtp/transf 
orm-tomorrow 

 
1,649(3.70%) 

 
537(1.96%) 

 
0:00:54 

 
371(2.56%) 

 
77.90% 

 
25.65% 

/blog-mpo 1,300(2.91%) 1,141(4.16%) 0:03:16 1,048(7.22%) 85.40% 79.62% 
/transformtomorrow 863(1.93%) 567(2.07%) 0:01:31 502(3.46%) 90.64% 61.41% 
/documents-library 813(1.82%) 576(2.10%) 0:02:07 75(0.52%) 76.00% 43.17% 
/p/projects 780(1.75%) 321(1.17%) 0:00:34 20(0.14%) 30.00% 7.18% 
/mpo/* 754(1.69%) 151(0.55%) 0:00:26 121(0.83%) 32.23% 9.02% 
/contact-us 725(1.63%) 566(2.07%) 0:00:57 80(0.55%) 66.25% 29.79% 
/p/plans 701(1.57%) 511(1.87%) 0:01:05 64(0.44%) 53.12% 19.26% 

*Page from previous website 
 

After Website Redesign 
Top 10 Website Pages July 1, 2019 – June 30, 2020 
Page Page Views Unique Page 

Views 
Avg. Time 
on Page 

Entrances Bounce 
Rate 

% Exit 

/Home 9,575(22.49%) 7,324(24.66%) 0:00:57 6,771(38.67%) 48.93% 43.39% 
/transformtomorrow 5,632(13.23%) 4,410(14.85%) 0:02:14 3,923(22.40%) 88.73% 73.17% 
/m/meetings 3,332(7.83%) 1,493(5.03%) 0:00:57 524(2.99%) 48.09% 24.37% 
/documents-library 1,757(4.13%) 1,322(4.45%) 0:02:45 431(2.46%) 66.13% 57.48% 
/blog/ m-cores 1,492(3.50%) 1,267(4.27%) 0:02:47 1,259(7.19%) 85.07% 83.11% 
/p/plans 1,342(3.15%) 964(3.25%) 0:01:33 311(1.78%) 58.52% 30.70% 
/m/maps 1,251(2.94%) 530(1.78%) 0:01:20 215(1.23%) 58.60% 26.70% 
/o/organization 1,067(2.51%) 981(3.30%) 0:01:54 398(2.27%) 47.74% 55.30% 
/m/members 879(2.06%) 447(1.51%) 0:00:21 70(0.40%) 22.86% 6.94% 
/p/projects 844(1.98%) 459(1.55%) 0:00:56 130(0.74%) 41.54% 16.35% 

 

MPO Blog 
The Sarasota/Manatee MPO uses the blog to inform the audience of current events, upcoming events, 
traffic watch, explain a complex topic further, etc. The MPO published 234 blog posts during the evaluation 
period receiving a combined total of 201,239 hits. This is a significant increase compared to the last 
evaluation period. This is likely due to the efforts to include blog posts in the weekly “Tuesday Traffic Jam” 
Newsletter as well as sharing the blog post on the MPO social media platforms. 
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Online Visualization Tools 
The Sarasota/Manatee MPO continuously seeks and explores different online visualization tools. The MPO 
uses informational videos on the website where anyone can watch and learn about MPOs, as well as other 
relevant informational videos. On the MPO website there are static and interactive maps that can be 
viewed. In April 2020, during the LRTP Update process, the MPO began working with an online software, 
PublicInput.com, to host virtual/hybrid meetings, create project pages/groups that included surveys, 
interactive maps, and other information, as well as hosted the MPO’s first ever podcast, Tuesday Traffic 
Jam. 

 
Performance Objective: 

1. Explore and implement visual enhancement techniques wherever warranted, feasible and practical 
2. Continue to seek best practices data from the field for possible implementation 

 
Strategies to achieve performance objective: 

• Implement findings wherever practical and reasonable 
 

15 Maps Accessible on the MPO Website, 7 Projects in PublicInput.com 

Public Input Projects 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://publicinput.com/hub/1106 

Date Project Views Participants Comments Subscribers Responses 
(Survey) 

4/20/20 Virtual Board Meeting 431 80 3 56  
5/5/20 2020/21 - 2024/25 

Transportation Improvement 
Program 

391 2 4   

5/6/20 MPO Virtual Meetings 992 33 20 69  
5/13/20 Long Range Transportation 

Planning for 2045 (Survey) 
3367 312 35 96 3756 

6/13/20 Tuesday Traffic Jam, Episode 1 1039 11 14 11  
6/20/20 Tuesday Traffic Jam, Episode 2 825 8 9   
6/27/20 Tuesday Traffic Jam, Episode 3 524 5 5   
TOTAL 7569 451 90 232 3756 

 

https://publicinput.com/hub/1106


FY 2017/18 – FY 2019/20 Public Participation Plan Evaluation 25  

MPO Logo 
The MPO logo will be placed on all Sarasota/Manatee MPO products, printed materials, fact sheets, 
documents, etc. produced. Moving forward, a quarterly survey may be produced and sent to all distribution 
lists, as well as on the website, and promoted on MPO social media platforms. 

 
Performance Objectives: 

1. Recognition of the logo and frequency with which the logo is viewed and recognized 
2. Public feedback on its degree of recognition, along with at least a general awareness of the MPO 

name and purpose 
 

Strategies to achieve performance objective: 
• The MPO logo should be used on all MPO products and publications 
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Special Projects 
Performance Objectives: 

1. Focus on local and regional transportation planning processes 
2. Use general printed publications efficiently and where appropriate, such as for public exhibits, 

community events and to accompany civic presentations 
3. Include information about technical issues written in layman’s terms for the public 
4. Provide updates of MPO activities and committees 
5. Provide information on public participation opportunities 
6. Distribute to all identified stakeholders 
7. Produce specialized newsletters, as needed, for timely information on targeted topics 
8. Distribute printed copies, distribute electronically, and make available online on the MPO website 

 
Strategies to achieve performance objectives: 

• Promote opportunities for greater electronic distribution 
• Create and publish multi-use flyers and brochures, and distribute appropriately 
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Social Media 
Social media platforms have the capability to exponentially increase awareness, reach, and impact 
regarding MPO activities in the regional community. In 2014, the Sarasota/Manatee MPO ventured into 
social media by creating a Twitter account. During the 2020 LRTP update, the MPO created a Facebook 
account and Instagram account. Once the LRTP was adopted, the MPO created a LinkedIn account as well. 

 
The MPO social media accounts are primarily used for announcements on upcoming MPO Board and 
committee meetings. The platforms are also used to announce MPO related jurisdictional information, 
relevant content, and information on MPO programs, performance measures, and other related MPO 
activities. The MPO re-tweets, likes, or shares related materials, articles, pictures, etc. from transportation 
related organizations or locally relevant information. It is the Sarasota/Manatee MPO policy not to 
respond to direct messages from any person, organization, affiliation, etc. 

 
Performance Objectives: 

1. Maintain current social media platforms to inform the public of MPO related meetings, events, and 
related information 

2. Use these platforms to engage the public in surveys and public comment opportunities 
 

Strategies to achieve performance objective: 
• Create and maintain a social media calendar/road map to plan the content for each account 
• Invest in a scheduling platform to create an easy way to maintain all social media accounts 

 
 

Twitter 
The MPO continues to use the Twitter account to direct attention to the MPO through other channels and 
foster additional public interest. There is substantial variation daily and monthly on the number of people 
who engage (any click or story created) with the MPO via Twitter. As seen in the tables below, the number 
of impressions, engagement, and profile visits decreased each year. Taking this analysis into account, 
forming a social media plan, and investing in a scheduling platform can help maintain a consistent 
presence resulting in an increase of profile visits, followers, and general engagement. These strategies will 
also decrease the amount of staff time spent maintaining social media accounts. 

 
 

 
Growth refers to the follower growth since the last evaluation period. 
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FY 2017/2018 Twitter Analytics 
Month Year Tweets Tweet Impression Engagement Retweets Profile Clicks 
July 2017 12 2,993 53 2 2 
August 2017 26 8,070 183 22 7 
September 2017 22 4,369 119 24 2 
October 2017 26 6,620 124 15 9 
November 2017 20 4,559 109 11 9 
December 2017 26 7,348 92 9 3 
January 2018 21 7,857 131 22 2 
February 2018 19 6,719 148 15 16 
March 2018 28 19,529 249 28 25 
April 2018 37 8,173 59 15 4 
May 2018 12 6,522 113 7 10 
June 2018 12 5,717 101 5 7 
TOTAL FY 17/18 261 88,476 1481 175 96 

 
FY 2018/2019 Twitter Analytics 
Month Year Tweets Tweet Impression Engagement Retweets Profile Clicks 
July 2018 9 2,795 16 0 0 
August 2018 13 8,219 214 13 8 
September 2018 9 2,206 63 7 6 
October 2018 18 7,462 93 9 7 
November 2018 9 3,669 67 3 3 
December 2018 5 2,120 49 1 4 
January 2019 10 3,205 88 3 5 
February 2019 9 1,620 43 5 3 
March 2019 8 1,852 46 3 9 
April 2019 17 10,276 138 20 7 
May 2019 13 7,086 101 6 9 
June 2019 10 2,598 17 2 0 
TOTAL FY 18/19 130 53,108 935 72 61 

 
FY 2019/2020 Twitter Analytics 
Month Year Tweets Tweet Impression Engagement Retweets Profile Clicks 
July 2019 20 5,866 130 14 4 
August 2019 21 5,612 125 12 5 
September 2019 15 6,404 69 7 13 
October 2019 10 3,520 70 7 9 
November 2019 8 3,313 38 2 1 
December 2019 1 414 5 1 1 
January 2020 8 2,194 14 1 2 
February 2020 10 2,465 26 3 1 
March 2020 20 4,632 51 4 1 
April 2020 10 2,460 9 0 0 
May 2020 10 3,530 23 3 0 
June 2020 10 3,893 36 3 3 
TOTAL FY 19/20 143 44,303 596 57 40 

 
Twitter Analytics compared to the previous federal fiscal year. 
Green = increase Red = decrease Yellow = stayed the same 
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YouTube Channel 
The MPO YouTube channel is used for uploading video footage of MPO Board Meetings. All MPO Board 
Meetings are recorded by the Local Government Access Television and MPO staff uploads a video of each 
MPO Board Meeting. Other items on the MPO YouTube Channel include videos the MPO creates, 
commissions, and/or is given to present at a public meeting. The MPO YouTube Channel can be found at 
this web address: https://www.youtube.com/user/MPOsarasotamanatee 

 

YouTube Overview July 1, 2017 – June 30, 2020 
 

Watch Time 
(Hours) 

Views Videos Comments Subscribers Likes Playlists 

138.1 2,040 30 4 13 20 3 
 

Most Viewed Videos 
 
Video title 

 
Comments 

 
Views 

Watch time 
(hours) 

 
Impressions 

SkyTran Overview 3 1194 31.8907 4973 
Tuesday Traffic Jam, Episode 1 0 65 5.7138 26 
MPO Board Meeting 9/23/19 0 61 10.9841 236 
MPO Board Meeting 6/18/2018 0 50 10.0065 167 
MPO Board Meeting 9/24/2018 0 49 7.8667 1058 
MPO Board Meeting 5/20/2019 0 43 7.1396 252 
MPO Board Meeting 4/23/2018 0 38 5.5916 333 
MPO Board Meeting 2/26/18 0 35 3.9261 1050 
MPO Board Meeting 1/27/2020 0 35 2.4713 109 
2045 Long Range Transportation Plan TransForum 0 35 8.6326 194 
Choices: Scenario Planning Workshop 10/21/19 0 29 3.2812 75 

 

Facebook, Instagram, and LinkedIn 
Facebook account was created January 2019 

 

Instagram account was created August 2019 
 

LinkedIn account was created March 2020 
 

https://www.youtube.com/user/MPOsarasotamanatee
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Community Events, Outreach, and MPO Participation 
Beyond regularly scheduled meetings, the MPO hosted or participated in many public meetings or events. 
The MPO’s role varied depending on the event, from participant, committee meeting member, professional 
planning staff support, partner, facilitator, or as an informed party. The MPO uses a variety of stakeholder, 
advisory and focus groups and workshops to provide additional guidance to the transportation planning 
process. Over the evaluation period, the MPO engaged in over 467 events/meetings of this nature. To 
ensure the MPO’s process seeks out and considers those traditionally underserved by the existing 
transportation system, the MPO strives to reach people who are traditionally underserved and 
underrepresented, including people who have low-income, people with Limited English Proficiency (LEP), 
people who are transit dependent, people of color, older adults, and people with disabilities and other 
transportation disadvantaged communities. During this evaluation period, the MPO hosted/participated in 
14 events/meetings held in underserved and underrepresented communities. The MPO holds its public 
meetings at convenient and accessible locations and times on public transit routes. In response to the 
COVID-19 Pandemic, the MPO moved to hosting virtual meetings and has transitioned to hybrid meetings. 
All virtual/hybrid meetings are streamed live on Facebook and on the PublicInput.com Project Page ‘MPO 
Virtual Meetings’. 

 
Performance Objectives: 

1. Develop creative partnerships with organizations 
2. Exert additional effort to seek out and involve people who are traditionally underserved and 

underrepresented, including people with low-income, people with Limited English Proficiency (LEP), 
people who are transit dependent, people of color, older adults, and people with disabilities in the 
planning process to meet their transportation needs 

3. Deliver a message about the purpose of the MPO, along with the need for public participation and 
corresponding opportunities, by becoming involved in events and organizations throughout the 
community 

4. Give presentations at conferences, to civic organizations and at community events to inform and 
involve the public in the transportation planning process 

 
Strategies to achieve performance objectives: 

• Transition to hybrid format for meetings and workshops hosted by the MPO to maximize public 
participation 

• Increase awareness of MPO among community organizations and seek creative ways to collaborate 
• Seek the ways and means to make the MPO website and printed publications widely accessible to 

minorities and those with limited English proficiency 
• Seek opportunities to partner with organizations who serve people who are traditionally 

underserved and underrepresented, including people with low-income, people with Limited English 
Proficiency (LEP), people who are transit dependent, people of color, older adults, and people with 
disabilities groups 

• Seek opportunities for participation in appropriate community outreach events that have 
overlapping missions (i.e. transportation, environmental, recreational, public safety, etc.) or general 
events that attract large numbers of attendees or events designed to attract attendees from people 
who are traditionally underserved and underrepresented, including people with low-income, people 
with Limited English Proficiency (LEP), people who are transit dependent, people of color, older 
adults, and people with all abilities groups or underserved populations 

• Accept offers to provide presentations 
• Develop/update a general and customizable MPO PowerPoint presentation to complement 

collateral material 
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Date Community Events, Outreach, and MPO Participation 
7/5/2017 Scenic Waves 
7/7/2017 FSBDG Freight 
7/10/2017 Performance Measure Meeting/Health Departments of Sarasota and Manatee 
7/12/2017 Road Safety Audits for CMNAA on SR 64/Manatee Avenue 
7/12/2017 OGT Regarding Opportunity Trails 
7/13/2017 FHWA/FTA/FDOT/MPO Regional Title VI/ADA Training 
7/13/2017 MPOAC Policy & Technical Committee Meeting 
7/26/2017 Crystal Goodison at FL Geoplan meeting 
7/27/2017 Sarasota/Manatee Bicycle Club meeting 
7/28/2017 Florida Today Interview 
7/30/2017 MPOAC/CMNAA/FBT Meetings 
8/1/2017 Regional Trails Technical Group meeting 
8/10/2017 Newtown CRAAB Special Meeting 
8/11/2017 FTA’s All Hazards Recovery training 
8/22/2017 Joint Meeting with Forward Pinellas 
8/24/2017 Sarasota County EOC 
8/29/2017 United Way Meeting 
8/31/2017 Environmental Justice Training 
1/4/2018 FHWA Resilience Pilots Webinar 
1/5/2018 Charlotte Harbor National Estuary Program Management Committee Meeting 
1/10/2018 Sarasota Project Priority Process Meeting 
1/12/2018 Sarasota County Trails Master Plan Stakeholder Final Meeting 
1/19/2018 Meeting with Sarasota Manatee Bicycle Club and Village Idiots Re: Roll and Stroll 
1/19/2018 Climate Council Survey 
1/24/2018 2018 Project Priorities Meeting with MCAT Staff 
1/25/2018 2018 Project Priorities Meeting with City of Sarasota and City of North Port 
1/25/2018 City Priorities Council 
1/25/2018 North Port Project Priorities 
1/26/2018 Roll and Stroll Outreach 
1/29/2018 Bradenton Beach/Holmes Beach Project Review /Tour 
1/31/2018 Helmet Fitting Training 
2/1/2018 VHB Open House 
2/5/2018 Interview with Charlie Kennedy on RadioUnidos 
2/6/2018 Meeting with Lou Costa from CCNA 
2/7/2018 CMP Kick-Off Meeting 
2/7/2018 Leadership Manatee Transportation Day (MPO Presentation) 
2/8/2018 Island Project Priorities Meeting 
2/8/2018 ATMS Master Plan and SEMP Discussion 
2/8/2018 Meeting with Kathy Black for MySidewalk Pilot Program 
2/10/2018 2018 Project Priorities Meeting with Sarasota County 
2/14/2018 Conference Call with FDOT David Wheeler Regarding SR 72 
2/14/2018 D1 ETDM Coordination Meeting 
2/15/2018 Meeting at MPO with UF City Lab/Resilient Communities Initiative 
2/17/2018 2018 Project Priorities Meeting with Venice, City of Bradenton, and City of Palmetto 
2/18/2018 2018 Project Priorities Meeting with Manatee County 
2/22/2018 Sarasota Chamber City Priorities Council 
2/22/2018 FDOT Bradenton 1st Street Working Group Community Meeting 
2/23/2018 ETDM Field Review 
2/26/2018 CTC Designation Meeting with Sarasota County Area Transit 
2/27/2018 Gulf Coast Safe Streets Summit 
2/28/2018 Cross-section Discussion for US 41 - MLK to Myrtle 
2/28/2018 Palmetto's City Priorities Meeting 
2/28/2018 Bradenton City Council Meeting Regarding CMNAA 
3/3/2018 Sarasota Community Associations Presentation 
3/5/2018 Florida Scenic Highway Program Discussion Forum 
3/5/2018 Project Priorities Presentation to City of Sarasota Commission 
3/6/2018 Roll & Stroll Logistics Meeting with partners 
3/6/2018 Bradenton Kiwanis Club presentation 
3/6/2018 Friends of the Legacy Trail Presentation, Osprey 
3/6/2018 Project Priorities Presentation to the City of North Port Commission 
3/8/2018 Palmetto Trail Working Group 
3/12/2018 Downtown Sarasota Community Associations Presentation 
3/15/2018 Intergovernmental Climate Working Group 
3/15/2018 Manatee Tiger Bay Club Presentation 
3/22/2018 Sarasota City Priorities Council 
3/23/2018 Transit with Sarasota County 
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3/23/2018 ATMS Sarasota County 
3/23/2018 Active Mobility Weekend: The Legacy Trail 10 Year Anniversary Party 
3/24/2018 Active Mobility Weekend: Roll & Stroll Sarasota at Payne Park 
3/25/2018 Active Mobility Weekend: Tour de Parks 
3/27/2018 US 41 and Gulfstream Roundabout Public Meeting 
4/2/2018 Transit Services Meeting with SCAT 
4/4/2018 Joint Tamiami Trail Scenic Highway Meeting 
4/9/2018 MPO CAC Orientation 
4/11/2018 CTD Meeting in Pensacola Regarding SCAT's CTC Designation 
4/11/2018 CMNAA Technical Coordinating Group 
4/11/2018 MCAT Open House 
4/12/2018 District One Freight Industry Seminar 
4/12/2018 Conference Call Meeting to Discuss Grant Opportunities 
4/12/2018 Hillsborough MPO Meeting on MetroQuest 
4/17/2018 SR 64 and Greyhawk Boulevard Public Hearing 
4/17/2018 Federation of Manatee County Community Association Presentation 
4/18/2018 Volunteer Recognition 
4/18/2018 Meeting at Riviera Dunes 
4/18/2018 Manatee County CTC Annual Evaluation 
4/19/2018 CACPT Meeting with SCAT 
4/20/2018 CTC Evaluation Phone Calls 
4/24/2018 Sarasota and Manatee Counties Commission 
4/25/2018 TD Overview Meeting with Sarasota LCB Member 
4/26/2018 U.S. 41/Cortez Public Hearing 
4/26/2018 SR 45 from 69th Avenue to 63rd Avenue West Public Hearing 
4/28/2018 ABC News 7 Interviews 
5/1/2018 Fruitville Road Safety Audit 
5/2/2018 U.S. 301 Road Safety Audit 
5/8/2018 MCAT Transit Development Plan Project Meeting 
5/9/2018 Central Venice Coalition Training 
5/10/2018 Meet with CityLab Sarasota on Transit Modeling 
5/14/2018 City of North Port /Sarasota County Joint Meeting 
5/14/2018 Palmetto Trails Working Group 
5/14/2018 Bradenton Working Group 
5/14/2018 Regional Coordination with Space Florida 
5/16/2018 S.R. 70 Road Safety Audit 
5/17/2018 Cortez Road Safety Audit 
5/18/2018 CityLab Transit Discussion Active Transportation Plan 
5/18/2018 TBRPC Future of the Region Awards 
5/21/2018 Palmetto City Commission Workshop 
5/22/2018 Manatee Board of County Commissioners TIGER BUILD Palmetto Trails Meeting 
5/23/2018 Bradenton City Council Meeting 
5/23/2018 Active Transportation Plan Stakeholder Feedback 
5/24/2018 City Priorities Meeting 
5/25/2018 Unveiling of Bike Repair Kiosk 
6/5/2018 STRAVA Meeting with Manatee County Public Works 
6/5/2018 SCAT/LBK Workshop 
6/8/2018 Barrier Island Study Meeting 
6/12/2018 FDOT Meet and Greet 
6/19/2018 Website Redesign 
6/21/2018 I-75 at Fruitville Rd Interchange Public Hearing 
6/27/2018 SIS Designation Conference Call 
7/1/2018 ATP Kickoff Meeting 
7/2/2018 CMNAA - Core Team Bi-Weekly Progress Meeting 
7/10/2018 SR 70/15th Street East and 9th Avenue East Public Meeting 
7/11/2018 Legacy Trail Meeting 
7/19/2018 Intergovernmental Climate Working Group Meeting 
7/20/2018 Manatee County Public Communication Group 
7/23/2018 Call with FDOT's Safety Office 
7/24/2018 The Bay Connectivity Meeting 
7/24/2018 Manatee County BOCC Meeting-TD Grant Application 
7/25/2018 SCAT Bus Stops Meeting 
7/31/2018 Palmetto CRA Meeting 
8/2/2018 MPOAC Meetings in Orlando 
8/16/2018 FDOT Meeting with Manatee County 
8/20/2018 TIP/Project Priorities Meeting with FDOT 
8/21/2018 Visit Sarasota Conference Call 
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8/27/2018 CMNAA Board Presentation Meeting 
9/12/2018 Sarasota County Commission Meeting 
9/12/2018 Bike Boulevard Post-CMNAA Meeting 
9/20/2018 Manatee Chamber MYP3D Young Professionals Local Government Program 
9/21/2018 Annual Town Tour with North Port 
10/4/2018 Regional TSMO Program 
10/5/2018 MPO Annual Town Tour with Manatee County 
10/5/2018 MPO Annual Town Tour with Sarasota County 
10/8/2018 MPO Annual Town Tour with City of Palmetto 
10/8/2018 MPO Annual Town Tour with Port Manatee 
10/9/2018 MPO Annual Town Tour with Town of Longboat Key 
10/9/2018 Island Storm Damage Site Visit 
10/10/2018 MPO Site Visit Sarasota County 
10/10/2018 Sarasota/Manatee ATMS (CMP) Kickoff 
10/11/2018 MPO Annual Town Tour City of Bradenton 
10/11/2018 MPO Annual Town Tour City of Anna Maria 
10/11/2018 MPO Annual Town Tour City of Holmes Beach 
10/15/2018 MPO Annual Town Tour City of Venice 
10/16/2018 MPO Annual Town Tour City of Sarasota 
10/16/2018 MPO Annual Town Tour City of Bradenton Beach 
10/17/2018 Town Tour with John Osborne 
10/18/2018 SUNTrail Conference Call 
10/21/2018 Open Streets Flyer Distribution 
10/24/2018 Sarasota County/Longboat Key Joint Meeting 
10/26/2018 Tampa Bay Area Transit Authority (TBARTA) Meeting 
10/26/2018 Sutton to Emerson Bicycle Route Ride Along for Open Streets 
10/29/2018 TBARTA MPO Coordination Study Workshop #3 
10/30/2018 Conference Call with Sheri Powers, CTD 
10/31/2018 Lunch and Learn Briefing on Business Community 
11/1/2018 City of Sarasota Mobility Day Booth 
11/1/2018 Metropolitan Planning Organization Advisory Council (MPOAC) Board Meeting 
11/4/2018 Cyclefest Booth 
11/6/2018 PopUp Sandbag Help Day 
11/7/2018 Conference Call with Sarah Blanchard, SCAT 
11/8/2018 Sarasota County Automated Traffic Management System (ATMS) Meeting 
11/9/2018 Leadership North Port, North Port Chamber in West Villages Meeting 
11/10/2018 Manatee/Palmetto "Open Streets" Event Booth 
11/26/2018 FDOT District One Planning Studio Discussion with MPOs 
11/28/2018 Road to Zero Speed Management Training Planning 
11/30/2018 Manatee and Sarasota Draft Tentative Work Program Conference Call 
12/3/2018 City of Sarasota Project Priorities City Commission Meeting 
12/3/2018 Sarasota Manatee Bike Club Meeting 
12/3/2018 Friends of Legacy Trail Meeting 
12/4/2018 Sarasota County Area Transit (SCAT) Public Hearing 
12/6/2018 FDOT E-Public Hearing Meeting - Piney Point Road 
12/10/2018 US 41 Corridor Study Meeting 
12/11/2018 US 41 Corridor Study Steering Committee #3 Meeting 
12/11/2018 What is the Future of Florida's Transportation & Infrastructure Systems Meeting 
12/13/2018 NW Manatee Plan Stakeholder Meeting 
12/14/2018 TBARTA's Chairs Coordinating Committee (CCC) Meeting 
12/17/2018 Active Transportation Plan (ATP) Work Session Meeting 
12/18/2018 Manatee County Project Priorities Meeting 
12/20/2018 Freight Emergency Logistics "Over the Shore" Training by FDOT District One 
1/4/2019 CHNEP Management Committee Meeting 
1/7/2019 LRTP Environmental Panel Discussion 
1/8/2019 TDSP Presentation at SRQ Health Alliance 
1/9/2019 MPO Project Priorities Call with Manatee County 
1/10/2019 Sarasota County Council of Governments Meeting 
1/11/2019 TBARTA Policy & Finance Meeting 
1/14/2019 Meeting with Community Alliance Regarding TDSP 
1/25/2019 WFTV-TV Interview 
1/28/2019 LRTP Southwest Florida 2045 TransForum 
1/30/2019 MPOAC Meetings 
2/6/2019 Leadership Manatee Land Use & Transportation Meeting 
2/25/2019 RFP Evaluation for SCAT 
3/11/2019 LRTP Neighborhoods TransForum 
3/12/2019 SCAT Privatization Commission Meeting 
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3/15/2019 Gulf Coast GIS User Group Quarterly Meeting 
3/19/2019 FDOT US 41 Venice By-Pass Open House 
3/19/2019 Intergovernmental Climate Working Group 
3/20/2019 Roundabout Education- City of Sarasota- Farmers Market 
3/20/2019 LRTP Transform 2045 Event 
3/21/2019 TBRPC Coastal Management Workshop 
3/26/2019 SR 64 at Grey Hawk Public Hearing 
3/28/2019 Legacy Trail Funding Meeting 
3/30/2019 Roundabout Education- City of Sarasota- Farmers Market 
4/2/2019 Council of Governments Meeting 
4/2/2019 FEMA Open House 
4/4/2019 Manatee County Meeting 
4/4/2019 TBRPC Transportation Pilot Meeting 
4/16/2019 EDC Annual Open House 
4/16/2019 Meeting with Chair Maio to Discuss the Meeting on April 22nd 
4/22/2019 2045 LRTP TransForum - Kickoff/Comprehensive Plans Review Summary 
4/30/2019 MPOAC Freight Committee Meeting 
4/30/2019 Performance Measures in the LRTP Effort Meeting 
5/1/2019 State Road 45 Improvements Presentation 
5/2/2019 Palmetto-FDOT 10th Street Complete Streets Public Meeting 
5/3/2019 Sarasota in Motion Agency Workshop 
5/6/2019 MPOAC Site Visit-North Florida TMC 
5/7/2019 FDOT SIS Visioning Workshop 
5/7/2019 SCAT TDP Stakeholder Group Meeting 
5/8/2019 Regional Competitiveness Report Stakeholder Roundtable Meeting 
5/10/2019 2019 TRIP Working Group Meeting 
5/16/2019 ABC 7 News Roundtable Discussion 
5/21/2019 Palmetto Trails Project Meeting 
5/23/2019 City of Sarasota Priorities Council Meeting 
5/23/2019 LRTP Transform 2045 Event 
5/30/2019 Increasing Community Resilience Meeting 
6/13/2019 CUTR Webinar Meeting 
6/16/2019 LRTP Transform Tomorrow Flyer 
6/16/2019 LRTP - El Mariachi Loco 
6/16/2019 LRTP - Café Havana 
6/16/2019 LRTP - Habitat Restore 
6/16/2019 Sarasota Operations Center 
6/19/2019 RTMC Discussion 
6/20/2019 CUTR Webinar Meeting - Presenter 
6/23/2019 LRTP Transform Tomorrow Flyer Outreach 
6/24/2019 US 41 MMEC Kick-Off Meeting 
6/25/2019 LRTP TransForm2045-Technology Event 
6/27/2019 Sarasota Chamber City Priorities Council Meeting 
6/27/2019 Regional Vanpool Program Meeting 
6/28/2019 LRTP Think Tank 
7/9/2019 ABC News 7 Interview 
7/10/2019 LRTP - Memphis Community Outreach Meeting 
7/10/2019 LRTP Transform 2045 
7/11/2019 LRTP Survey Mapping 
7/11/2019 10-Year Transit Development Plan Workshop 
7/16/2019 MPOAC Meetings & Floridians for Better Transportation Summer Camp 
7/18/2019 Boulevard Bike Rides - LRTP Outreach 
7/23/2019 LRTP Transform 2045 Environment Meeting 
7/24/2019 LRTP Model 
7/31/2019 Meeting with Center for Urbanized Transportation Research (CUTR) 
8/2/2019 MPOAC Meetings in Orlando 
8/7/2019 LRTP - MCAT Transit Outreach 
8/12/2019 LRTP - Englewood CRA Outreach 
8/13/2019 Sarasota County Town Tour 
8/14/2019 Manatee County Town Tour 
8/15/2019 FDOT Myrtle Public Hearing 
8/15/2019 City of Bradenton Town Tour 
8/15/2019 City of Palmetto Town Tour 
8/16/2019 FDOT Mobility Week 2019 Planning Meeting 
8/19/2019 LRTP MCAT Transit Outreach 
8/20/2019 Holmes Beach and Bradenton Beach Annual Town Tour 
8/20/2019 City of Sarasota Annual Town Tour 
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8/21/2019 Town of Longboat Key Annual Town Tour 
8/22/2019 LRTP MCAT/SCAT Transit Outreach 
8/22/2019 City of Venice Annual Town Tour 
8/22/2019 LRTP Transform 2045 Event 
8/26/2019 Kickoff Meeting for Sarasota/Manatee TSM&O Master Plan 
8/26/2019 SCAT Annual Town Tour 
8/27/2019 LRTP SCAT Transit Outreach 
8/27/2019 Newtown Community Health Assessment Team (CHAT) Meeting 
8/28/2019 MCAT Annual Town Tour 
9/6/2019 LRTP Scenarios Planning 
9/6/2019 Palmetto Trails Network Meeting 
9/9/2019 Channel 8 TV Interview Regarding Evacuation Routes 
9/10/2019 Sarasota County Commission Meeting 
9/12/2019 Multi Modal Planning Course USF Presentation 
9/17/2019 Smart Cities Collaborative Meeting 
9/20/2019 Friday Fest Booth 
9/23/2019 LRTP MPO/FDOT Intelligent Transportation System Workshop 
9/25/2019 StreetLight Data Leadership Meeting 
9/26/2019 Stormwater Grant Meeting 
9/26/2019 LRTP Transform 2045 Event 
10/1/2019 US 41 at Fruitville Roundabout FDOT Open House 
10/3/2019 Sarasota SUNTrail 
10/9/2019 City of Bradenton City Council Meeting 
10/10/2019 City of Bradenton's Safe Routes to School Meeting 
10/11/2019 LRTP Memphis Community Meeting 
10/14/2019 Stormwater Grant 
10/15/2019 City of Sarasota StreetLight Review Meeting 
10/16/2019 I-75 Interchange Meeting in North Port 
10/16/2019 MPO Forum Briefing with Chair Maio 
10/17/2019 Bicycle Pedestrian Plan Stakeholder Group Meeting 
10/21/2019 FDOT Piney Point Purpose and Need Study Meeting 
10/21/2019 LRTP Scenarios TransForum 
10/29/2019 City of Sarasota StreetLight Review Meeting 
10/29/2019 City of North Port StreetLight Review Meeting 
11/1/2019 Bike to Work Day Booth 
11/3/2019 Cyclefest Booth 
11/4/2019; 11/5/2019 US 41 MMEC Field Visits Part 1 & 2 
11/5/2019 Sarasota County Project Priorities Meeting 
11/9/2019 Hispanic Festival Booth 
11/18/2019 STMC/ITSMT Transformation Work Session #1 
11/19/2019 Manatee County Call for Projects Presentation 
11/21/2019 Small Business Expo 2019 Booth 
12/1/2019 MPO TSM&O Meeting 
12/2/2019 City of Sarasota Project Priorities Meeting 
12/2/2019 MPO TSM&O Meeting 
12/2/2019 2045 Manatee/Hillsborough County Line-External Station Forecasts Meeting 
12/2/2019 STMC/ITSMT Transformation Work Session #2 
12/3/2019 Southwest Connect I-75 North Project Introduction Meeting 
12/6/2019 Florida Metropolitan Planning Partnership (FMPP) Meeting 
12/9/2019 Road to Zero Online Training 
12/11/2019 Environment of Care Meeting 
12/17/2019 MTF Data/GIS Committee Meeting 
12/19/2019 Orientation with Representative Gregory and Staff 
1/14/2020 Manatee County Area Transit (MCAT) Quality Assurance Review Meeting 
1/16/2020 Public Information Meeting for the New Pass Drawbridge Repair Project 
1/22/2020 Joint Transportation Disadvantaged (TD) Workshop 
1/23/2020 FDOT District One Corridor Vision Planning Meeting 
1/23/2020 Manatee County Fair Booth 
1/28/2020 City of Sarasota StreetLight Data Review Meeting 
1/31/2020 FDOT District 1 & 7 Transportation Summit Coordination Meeting 
2/3/2020 Safe Transportation for Every Pedestrian (STEP) Workshop 
2/13/2020 SR 780 Corridor Visioning Stakeholder Meeting 
2/17/2020 Meeting with Roger Normand RE: Legacy Trail Extension/SUN Trail 
2/24/2020 LRTP Vision TransForum 
2/27/2020 City of Sarasota Legacy Trail Meeting 
3/3/2020 LRTP Survey Drop-offs' in Manatee and Sarasota County Locations (Libraries, etc.) 
3/5/2020 LRTP Costing Tool Conference Call 
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3/5/2020 Sarasota Bike/Ped Master Plan Update Stakeholders Meeting 
3/17/2020 Meeting with Mary Ross, FDOT 
3/18/2020 Sarasota/Manatee MPO 2045 SE Data Conference Call 
3/23/2020 Conference Call with FDOT Regarding US 41 Bay Drive to Cortez Road Project 
3/24/2020 SUNTrail Conference Call 
3/26/2020 LRTP Corridor Planning Strategy Call 
4/1/2020 FDOT meeting regarding SR 789 resurfacing from west of SR 45 (US) 41 to west of Bird Key Drive 
4/8/2020 Sarasota/Manatee Transit Coordination for LRTP meeting 
4/9/2020 Sarasota County SE data discussion 
4/13/2020 North Port meeting regarding TAZ data 
4/14/2020 District One CUTS/MPO coordination meeting 
4/22/2020 Update meeting for West Villages on US 41 
4/23/2020 City of Sarasota Priorities Council meeting 
4/23/2020 Representative Good TeleTown Hall meeting 
4/23/2020 FDOT meeting regarding SR 780/Fruitville Road CVP update with MPO staff 
4/27/2020 Public Information Meeting for the New Pass Drawbridge Repair Project 
4/28/2020 MCORES Call 
4/28/2020 City of Sarasota Selby Gardens StreetLight discussion 
4/28/2020 MCAT Annual CTC Evaluation Virtual Meeting 
4/29/2020 Meeting with FHWA to discuss the Draft PPP 
4/30/2020 SCAT Annual CTC Evaluation Virtual Meeting 
5/7/2020 Discussion regarding New Interchange 
5/11/2020 LRTP City of Palmetto Staff Town Tour 
5/11/2020 LRTP MCAT Staff Town Tour 
5/11/2020 LRTP City of Sarasota Staff Town Tour 
5/12/2020 LRTP City of Bradenton Staff Town Tour 
5/12/2020 LRTP Barrier Islands Staff Town Tour 
5/14/2020 ATMS Operations Meeting 
5/14/2020 LRTP City of North Port Staff Town Tour 
5/14/2020 LRTP City of Venice Staff Town Tour 
5/15/2020 LRTP Longboat Key Staff Town Tour 
5/15/2020 LRTP Sarasota County/SCAT Staff Town Tour 
5/15/2020 LRTP Manatee County Staff Town Tour 
5/18/2020 2020 BUILD Grant draft meeting 
5/19/2020 FDOT Cost Feasible Plan meeting 
5/21/2020 LRTP document review discussion 
5/21/2020 Sarasota Trail funding meeting 
5/26/2020 Newtown Chat meeting 
5/28/2020 City Priorities Council meeting 
6/3/2020 Sarasota County and SCAT Town Tour Public Meeting 
6/3/2020 City of Sarasota Town Tour One on One Commissioner Call 
6/3/2020 Sarasota County/SCAT Town Tour Presentation - LRTP Cost Feasible Plan 
6/4/2020 Regional LRTP summary meeting 
6/4/2020 North Port Town Tour Presentation - LRTP Cost Feasible Plan 
6/5/2020 Advanced Arterial Management and STMC follow-up discussion with FDOT 
6/8/2020 Palmetto Town Tour Presentation - LRTP Cost Feasible Plan 
6/9/2020 Ringling Blvd Bikeway StreetLight Data meeting with City of Sarasota 
6/9/2020 Venice Town Tour Presentation - LRTP Cost Feasible Plan 
6/10/2020 Longboat Key StreetLight Project Data meeting 
6/10/2020 Sarasota County StreetLight Data meeting 
6/10/2020 Bradenton Town Tour Presentation - LRTP Cost Feasible Plan 
6/11/2020 Sarasota/Manatee MPO 2045 LRTP discussion 
6/12/2020 Selby StreetLight meeting with City of Sarasota 
6/15/2020 Sarasota Town Tour Presentation - LRTP Cost Feasible Plan 
6/16/2020 Manatee County Town Tour Presentation - LRTP Cost Feasible Plan 
6/17/2020 Barrier Island Town Tour Presentation - LRTP Cost Feasible Plan 
6/22/2020 BITC Virtual meeting 
6/25/2020 City of Sarasota Priorities Council meeting 
6/25/2020 SR 780/Fruitville Road meeting 
6/25/2020 Legacy Trail extension virtual public meeting 
6/29/2020 Transition Sarasota meeting 
6/30/2020 I-75 Interchange meeting with North Port staff 
6/30/2020 EOC Meeting 
8/19/2020 LRTP North Port Annual Town Tour 
1/10/2019; 7/11/2019; 
8/2/2019; 5/14/2020 

 
Manasota League of Cities 

1/16/2019; 2/21/2019 Safe Cycling Coalition Meeting 
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1/18/2018; 3/15/2018; 
5/17/2018; 9/20/2018; 
11/15/2018; 3/21/2019; 
5/16/2019; 7/18/2019; 
11/21/2019; 5/21/2020 

 
 
 

FDOT Sarasota Coordination Meeting 
1/22/2018; 1/28/2019; 
10/2/2019 

 
Joint MPO Board Meeting with Charlotte County-Punta Gorda MPO 

1/23/2018; 2/19/2018 CMNAA Meeting 
1/26/2018; 4/23/2019; 
9/27/2019 

 
Sarasota Manatee Barrier Islands Traffic Study Steering Committee Meeting 

1/30/2018; 3/26/2020 FDOT/ Sarasota Manatee MPO Annual Joint Certification 
1/9/2019; 2/7/2019; 
3/8/2019 

 
Manatee Chamber of Commerce Meeting 

10/16/2017; 1/24/2018; 
4/18/2018; 4/17/2019; 
7/17/2019; 4/15/2020 

 
 

FDOT/North Port/Venice Quarterly Coordination Meeting 
10/22/2019 - 
10/25/2019 

 
AMPO Annual Conference - Presenter 

10/23/2018; 
10/24/2018 

 
Safety Audits with Manatee County 

10/29/2019 - 
10/30/2019 

 
FTP-SIS Resilience Subcommittee Meeting 

10/30/2018; 
10/31/2018 

 
Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) Meeting 

10/30-31/2018 iCAR 2018 USF Conference 
11/1/2019 Bike to Work Day Booth 
11/26/2018; 
11/27/2018 

 
Palmetto Conference Call 

11/28/2018; 
11/30/2018 

 
Legislative Priorities Meeting 

11/6/2018; 8/13/2019; 
8/27/2019; 9/10/2019; 
10/18/2019 

 
 

Sarasota/Manatee Barrier Island Traffic Study Progress Meeting 
11-12-2019 - 11/14/2019 Safe Routes National Conference, 2019 Gulf Coast Safe Streets Summit 
12/1/2019 MPO TSM&O Meeting 
12/4/2019 - 12/6/2019 Florida Metropolitan Planning Partnership (FMPP) Meeting 
2/11/2019; 3/7/2019 TDSP Working Group 
2/14-15/2019 US 41 Corridor Charrette Workshop 
2/16/2018; 4/27/2018; 
5/11/2018; 8/17/2018; 
11/17/2018; 8/17/2019 

 
 

TBARTA CCC MPO Regional Coordination Study Management Team 
2/21/2018; 3/21/2018; 
6/20/2018; 7/25/2018; 
1/16/2019 

 
 

M3 Meeting 
2/22/2018 - 2/23/2018 Converging Trails Events 
2/9/2018; 4/13/2018; 
8/10/2018; 9/14/2018; 
12/14/2018; 2/8/2019 

 
 

Manatee County Chamber Transportation Committee 
3/1/2018; 3/2/2018 All-Hazards Recovery Plan Workshop 
3/12/18 to 3/13/18 Roanoke Valley MPO/T4A Presentation 
3/12/2018; 6/11/2018 AMPO Public Involvement Working Group 
3/15/2018; 6/12/2018; 
8/7/2018; 4/9/2019; 
10/8/2019 

 
 

Traffic Incident Management Meeting 
3/7/2018; 5/28/2018; 
6/20/2018; 7/30/2019 

 
Barrier Island Traffic Study - Technical Working Group Meeting 

3/9/2018; 6/15/2018 Gulf Coast GIS User Group 
4/1/2020; 4/8/2020; 
4/15/2020; 4/22/2020; 
4/29/2020; 5/6/2020; 
5/13/2020; 5/20/2020; 
5/27/2020; 6/3/2020; 
6/17/2020; 6/24/2020 

 
 
 
 

MPOAC Weekly Roundtable Call 
4/13/2018; 5/11/2018; 
7/13/2018; 4/12/2019; 
5/10/2019 

 
 

Government Issues Meeting 
4/24/2018; 5/24/2018 Brownfield Meeting 
4/25/2018; 4/27/2018 Regional Coordination with Brevard County 
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5/10/2018; 2/21/2020; 
4/17/2020 

 
TBARTA MPOs CCC Multi-Use Trail Committee 

5/5/2020 - 5/8/2020 MPO Staff made the CTC evaluation survey calls to clients 
6/16/2020; 6/30/2020 Tuesday Traffic Jam Podcasts 
6/23-26/2019 ITE Summer Meeting 
7/1/2018; 7/13/2018; 
7/13/2019 

TBARTA MPOs Chairs Coordinating Committee and Annual Joint Meeting of CCC with Central Florida MPO 
Alliance 

7/1/2019; 7/2/2019; 
7/8/2019; 7/25/2019; 
7/26/2019 

 
 

Florida Greenways & Trails (FGTS) 
7/11/2017; 1/9/2018; 
4/10/2018; 7/10/2018; 
10/9/2018; 1/8/2019; 
4/9/2019; 7/9/2019; 
7/10/2019; 10/8/2019; 
1/15/2020 

 
 

CUTS Meeting 

7/12/2017; 1/3/2018; 
7/11/2018; 1/9/2019; 
1/8/2020 

 
 

Tamiami Trail Scenic Highway Meeting 
7/16/2018; 7/18/2018 MPOAC Meetings and Floridians for Better Transportation Summer Camp 
7/17/2019; 7/25/2019; 
7/26/2019 

 
StreetLight Training 

7/17-18/2019 Floridians for Better Transportation Summer Camp 
7/19/2018; 1/17/2019; 
5/16/2019; 7/18/2019; 
11/15/2019 

 
 

FDOT Manatee Coordination Meeting 
7/26/17; 8/3/17 Myrtle Street Enhancements funding 
7/26/2017; 4/7/2020; 
5/19/2020; 6/2/2020; 
6/9/2020; 6/16/2020 

 
 

FDOT/MPO Coordination Meeting 
8/10/2017; 2/8/2018; 
4/12/2018; 5/10/2018; 
8/9/2018; 9/13/2018; 
11/8/2018; 2/14/2019; 
3/14/2019; 4/11/2019; 
5/9/2019; 6/13/2019; 
8/8/2019; 10/10/2019; 
11/14/2019; 4/9/2020 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ITSMT Meeting 
8/13/2017; 9/22/17; 
2/23/2018; 3/23/2018; 
9/21/2018; 11/1/2018; 
11/16/2018; 4/17/2020; 
5/17/2019; 6/19/2020 

 
 
 

TBARTA Board CCC Staff Directors meeting 
8/14/17 - 8/16/17 Federal Certification 
8/3/2017; 1/18/2018 MCAT/SCAT Transit Coordination Discussions 
8/8/2019; 8/15/2019 Chamber Legislative Committee Meeting 
8/9/2017; 2/14/2018; 
2/13/2019; 8/21/2019; 
11/13/2019; 2/12/2020 

 
 

Palma Sola Scenic Highway 
9/11/2017; 1/8/2018; 
2/12/2018; 4/9/2018; 
4/30/2018; 6/4/2018; 
9/10/2018; 10/22/2018; 
1/14/2019; 3/11/2019; 
5/6/2019; 9/16/2019; 
11/4/2019 

 
 
 
 
 

Citizen Advisory Network (CAN) Meeting 
9/11/2017; 1/8/2018; 
2/12/2018; 4/9/2018; 
4/30/2019; 9/10/2018; 
10/22/2018; 1/14/2019; 
3/11/2019; 5/6/2019; 
9/16/2019; 11/4/2019; 
5/4/2020 

 
 
 
 
 

Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) meeting 
9/11/2017; 2/12/2018; 
4/9/2018; 9/10/2018; 
10/22/2018; 1/14/2019; 
3/11/2019; 5/4/2020 

 
 

Island Transportation Planning Organization (ITPO) Meeting 
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9/19/2017; 2/20/2018; 
3/20/2018; 4/17/2018; 
5/15/2018; 6/19/2018; 
7/17/2018; 12/18/2018; 
1/15/2019; 3/19/2019; 
4/16/2019; 5/21/2019; 
6/18/2019; 7/16/2019; 
8/20/2019; 10/15/2019; 
11/19/2019; 5/19/2020; 
6/16/2020 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CTST meeting 
9/19/2018; 6/28/2019 LRTP Dream Team 
9/24/2018 - 9/25/2018 Attended and Presented at AMPO Conference -FTA All Hazards Recovery 
9/25/2017; 1/22/2018; 
2/26/2018; 4/23/2018; 
6/18/2018; 9/24/2018; 
11/18/2018; 1/28/2019; 
3/25/2019; 5/20/2019; 
9/23/2019; 11/18/2019; 
10/21/2019; 4/20/2020 
(Virtual) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MPO Board meeting 
9/25/2017; 2/26/2018; 
9/24/2018; 11/8/2018; 
3/25/2019; 5/20/2019; 
9/23/2019; 11/18/2019 

 
 

Public Transportation Task Force (PTTF) meeting 
9/6/2017; 1/10/2018; 
5/9/2018; 5/15/2019; 
9/25/2019; 11/13/2019; 
1/22/2020; 5/13/2020 

 
 

Manatee Transportation Disadvantaged Local Coordinating Board Meeting 
9/7/2017; 1/11/2018; 
5/10/2018; 5/16/2019; 
9/26/2019; 11/14/2019; 
1/22/2020; 5/13/2020 

 
 

Sarasota Transportation Disadvantaged Local Coordinating Board Meeting 
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Distribution Lists and Media Contacts 

Distribution Lists 
The Sarasota/Manatee MPO currently maintains thirteen (13) distribution lists. Distribution lists are one of 
the many techniques used to measure public participation. The MPO maintains extensive lists that include 
all major stakeholder groups impacted by or with an interest in transportation issues, individuals who have 
expressed an interest, community leaders, and decision makers. The MPO continually provides 
opportunities to subscribe to the electronic distribution lists and regularly updates each one. 

 
Performance Objectives: 

1. Maintain these extensive distribution lists for continued external communication regarding meeting 
information, agendas, minutes, events, transportation news, etc. 

2. Include individuals who have expressed an interest either through the website or direct contact 
3. Continue to provide opportunities to subscribe to distribution lists on the website or through direct 

contact 
 

Strategies to achieve performance objectives: 
• Continually update and maintain the database, always seeking additional contacts among 

community leaders, officials, and stakeholder groups 
• Continually update the various existing municipal electronic distribution lists 

 
 

Distribution List # of people Percent Growth* 
MPO Board 18 - 
MPO Agendas & Minutes 117 13.5% 
TAC Agendas & Minutes** 108 80% 
CAN Agendas & Minutes** 91 68.5% 
BPTAC Agendas & Minutes** 95 76% 
Public Transportation Task Force Agendas & Minutes** 80 17.6% 
Manatee Transportation Disadvantaged Agendas & Minutes** 75 127% 
Sarasota Transportation Disadvantaged Agendas & Minutes** 68 126.6% 
TSM&O Agendas & Minutes** 33 - 
BITC Agendas & Minutes** 24 - 
CTST Agendas & Minutes** 62 - 
MPO Staff 7 -22% 
Special Notice 470 295% 

*Growth percentage based on previous evaluation period. 
**Members of the Committee are included in the number. 
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Media Contacts 
Local media outlets inform the public of MPO Board and advisory committee meetings. Several of the local 
media attend MPO Board meetings, providing coverage of decisions, presentations, etc. To keep in 
accordance with federal law, the media is alerted 7-10 days prior of all MPO board meetings, the 
mandated amount of time for planning documents, and special announcements. 
Performance Objective: 

1. Frequent and knowledgeable media coverage of transportation issues and reliance by local 
reporters on the MPO as an informational source 

2. Continue to evaluate effective channels of communication 
 

Strategies to achieve performance objective: 
• Develop relationships with local reporters, targeting them with prospective story topics and 

providing them with timely, reliable information and sources 
• Provide information to Public Access media 

 

2018 
1 Media Release, 4 Articles 

 
Example: 
Herald Tribune: DeSoto Bridge and River Road remain top MPO priorities, Dale 
White (Nov. 8, 2018), https://www.heraldtribune.com/news/20181108/desoto- 
bridge-and-river-road-remain-top-mpo-priorities 

 
 

2019 
20 Media Release, 34 Articles 

 
Example: 
ABC7 News: Long range transportation plan general survey set for Thursday, ABC7 
Staff (May 29, 2019), https://www.mysuncoast.com/2019/05/29/long-range- 
transportation-plan-general-survey-set-thursday/ 

 
Your Observer: Young professional group focuses on future of transit, David Conway 
(Aug. 15, 2019), https://www.yourobserver.com/article/sarasota-mpo-transform-2045-transportation- 
planning 

 
 

2020 
14 Media Release, 10 Articles 

 
Example: 
Bradenton Herald: How we get around town in 50 years, James A. Jones Jr. (Feb. 24, 2020), 
https://www.bradenton.com/latest-news/article240594481.html 

 

Your Observer: MPO seeks input on regional transportation plan for Sarasota and 
Manatee counties, Pam Eubanks (Mar. 11, 2020), https://www.yourobserver.com/article/mpo-seeks- 
input-on-regional-transportation-plan-for-sarasota-and-manatee-counties 

Media Contacts 
ABC 7 
Anna Maria Sun 
Bradenton Herald 
Herald Tribune 
Sarasota Herald 
SNN 
The Islander News 
North River News 
North Port News 
TEMPO News 
Venice Herald 
Venice Gondolier 
Your Observer 
And more… 

 

https://www.heraldtribune.com/news/20181108/desoto-bridge-and-river-road-remain-top-mpo-priorities
https://www.heraldtribune.com/news/20181108/desoto-bridge-and-river-road-remain-top-mpo-priorities
https://www.mysuncoast.com/2019/05/29/long-range-transportation-plan-general-survey-set-thursday/
https://www.mysuncoast.com/2019/05/29/long-range-transportation-plan-general-survey-set-thursday/
https://www.yourobserver.com/article/sarasota-mpo-transform-2045-transportation-planning
https://www.yourobserver.com/article/sarasota-mpo-transform-2045-transportation-planning
https://www.bradenton.com/latest-news/article240594481.html
https://www.yourobserver.com/article/mpo-seeks-input-on-regional-transportation-plan-for-sarasota-and-manatee-counties
https://www.yourobserver.com/article/mpo-seeks-input-on-regional-transportation-plan-for-sarasota-and-manatee-counties
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Public Feedback Opportunities 
Comments made through the MPO website are directly emailed to a MPO staff person. Significant public 
comments on major planning documents are recorded and considered with as much importance as 
comments received in person, at a workshop, at a community event, etc. During the most recent LRTP 
update process a separate form was created on the project page to receive additional public comment 
directly related to the long range transportation plan. 

 
Performance Objective: Continue to offer opportunities to submit online questions and feedback; offer 
prompt responses 

 
Strategies to achieve performance objective: 

• Seek additional and creative opportunities to solicit and receive public feedback 
• Continue to offer the opportunity for online submittal of comments for specific projects and plans 

during the defined public comment period 
• Include electronically submitted comments in the public record 

 

Between July 1, 2017 and June 30, 2020, the MPO received, recorded, and responded to: 

149 
Online Public Comments 

 
 

Online Question/Feedback Form Online Question/Feedback Form for LRTP 
 

https://www.mympo.org/contact-mpo/contact-us  https://www.mympo.org/transformtomorrow 

https://www.mympo.org/contact-mpo/contact-us
https://www.mympo.org/transformtomorrow
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Appendix B: Title VI and Limited English Proficiency Plan 
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Overview 
As a recipient of Federal funds, the Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) is 
required to issue a policy statement expressing a commitment to the non-discrimination provisions of Title 
VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990 and related federal 
and state nondiscrimination statutes and regulations. This document highlights the MPO's efforts with 
regards to Title VI, ADA, Environmental Justice (EJ), Limited English Proficiency (LEP) and related federal 
and state statutes and regulations compliance. 

Figure 1: Sarasota/Manatee MPO Planning Area 
The Sarasota/Manatee MPO area has a 
population of approximately 768,381 residents 
as of 2017 American Community Survey (ACS) – 
5 Year Estimate. According to the 2017 U.S. 
Census 30.6% of the population is 65 years of 
age and over, 14% speak a language other than 
English at home, and 15% of the population has 
a disability. The population contains 12.1% 
Hispanic/Latino, 7.3% African American/Black, 
and less than 4.3% for all other races. For 
Manatee County, 8.7% of the population lives 
below the poverty level while Sarasota County 
has 6.2%. There are several census blocks in 
the MPO’s jurisdiction that have 23.2% are zero 
vehicle households. 

 
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act, and related federal 
and state nondiscrimination statutes and 
regulations prohibits discrimination on the basis 
of race, color or national origin, sex, age, 
disability, family or religious status, in programs, 
activities or services receiving federal financial 
assistance. Executive Order (EO) 13166: 
Improving Access to Service for Individuals with 
Limited English Proficiency, to clarify Title VI of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964. Its purpose was to 
ensure accessibility to programs and services 

for eligible individuals who are not proficient in the English language. This executive order stated that 
individuals who do not speak English well and who have a limited ability to read, write, or understand 
English are entitled to language assistance under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 with respect to a 
type of service, benefit, or encounter. 

Environmental Justice is the fair treatment and meaningful involvement of all people regardless of race, 
color, national origin, or income with respect to the development, implementation, and enforcement of 
environmental laws, regulations, and policies. EO 12898 calls on each federal agency to achieve 
“environmental justice ... by identifying and addressing, as appropriate, disproportionately high and 
adverse human health or environmental effects of its programs, policies, and activities on minority 
populations and low-income populations….” U.S Department of Transportation (DOT) Order 5610.2(a) and 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) Order 6640.23A sets forth the DOT policy to consider EJ in all DOT 
programs, policies, and activities. 

Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 states that “no person in the United States shall, on the ground of 
race, color, or national origin, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected 
to discrimination under any program or activity receiving federal financial assistance.” The 
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Sarasota/Manatee MPO also is responsible for monitoring any subrecipients to ensure their compliance 
with Title VI concerning federal funds received through the Sarasota/Manatee MPO. 

 
Figure 2: Relationship between Environmental Justice and Title VI 

The Sarasota/Manatee MPO’s current Title 
VI and Civil Rights Policy was updated and 
approved by the MPO Board on February 
22, 2021 and contained the MPO’s Title 
VI/ADA Plan. 

Title VI and EJ are similar, in that they both: 

• Address non-discrimination, 
• Identify minorities as a protected 

population, 
• Are rooted in the constitutional 

guarantee that all citizens are created 
equal, and 

• Address involvement of affected 
community members in the decision- 
making process. 

Although similar, there are some distinctive differences between Title VI and EJ (see Figure 2). 
Title VI is a federal statute that prohibits discrimination based on race, color, national origin (as well as 
gender, age, and persons with disability through other federal and state nondiscrimination authorities), 
whereas EJ is a directive to federal agencies to achieve environmental justice by addressing 
disproportionately high and adverse effects of activities on minority and low-income populations. Title VI 
prohibits discrimination by law, and EJ mandates a process for inclusive decision-making. 

Community Characteristics 
The Sarasota/Manatee MPO area has a population of approximately 768,381 residents as of 2017 
American Community Survey (ACS) – 5 Year Estimate. According to the 2017 U.S. Census 30.6% of the 
population is 65 years of age and over, 14% speak a language other than English at home, and 15% of the 
population has a disability. The population contains 12.1% Hispanic/Latino, 7.3% African American/Black, 
and less than 4.3% for all other races. For Manatee County, 8.7% of the population lives below the poverty 
level while Sarasota County has 6.2%. There are several census blocks in the MPO’s jurisdiction that have 
23.2% are zero vehicle households. 
Title VI protects residents of Sarasota/Manatee County from being discriminated against based on race, 
income, or national origin. Having this demographic information, as well as where there is a prevalence of 
households with disabilities, limited English proficiency, children under 18, elderly over 65, and those 
without access to vehicles, leads to more effective outreach efforts and allows plans to be more 
responsive to the needs of communities. 
Note: There is no universally accepted practice for identifying communities with higher concentrations of 
households which may need special consideration. 

Population Growth 
Source: Transform 2045 – Data Report 

Based on national and state population estimates released by the U.S. Census Bureau in December of 
2017, Florida has a relatively large population with relatively high recent population growth. Florida has 
become the third most populous state in the nation, after Texas and California, since the 2010 Census 
with a 2017 population of nearly 21 million people. It was also fifth in the nation for percent growth 
between 2016 and 2017 with 1.6%. These findings indicate that there is population growth occurring in 
the state that the Sarasota/Manatee County area could potentially attract. 
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As part of a paper looking at Florida’s historic growth, Stanley Smith of the Bureau of Economic and 
Business Research (BEBR) provided some insights into why people have moved to the state, since historic 
growth was primarily found to be due to migration. For people younger than 55, employment was noted as 
the major reason for moving to Florida; climate became the leading reason for persons over the age of 55. 
Base periods of different lengths are used to generate projections by each method, producing a set of 
estimates from which different combinations are taken to create averages that are used for the final 
projections. 

Regarding local projections, Sarasota and Manatee Counties are anticipating annual growth rates of nearly 
1 percent and 1.5 percent, respectively, through 2045, indicating a sizable growth rate. See Table 1 for 
more details. 

Age Distribution 
Source: Transform 2045 – Data Report 

Table 1: Manatee and Sarasota Counties Sex and Age Distribution 
 

 Manatee County, Florida Sarasota County, Florida 

Label Estimate Percent Estimate Percent 

Total population 363,542 363,542 404,839 404,839 
Male 175,761 48.3% 193,328 47.8% 

Female 187,781 51.7% 211,511 52.2% 
Under 5 years 18,034 5.0% 14,845 3.7% 
5 to 9 years 20,142 5.5% 16,458 4.1% 

10 to 14 years 19,110 5.3% 17,234 4.3% 
15 to 19 years 19,210 5.3% 17,936 4.4% 
20 to 24 years 18,255 5.0% 17,240 4.3% 
25 to 34 years 37,723 10.4% 33,662 8.3% 
35 to 44 years 37,998 10.5% 35,503 8.8% 
45 to 54 years 46,328 12.7% 49,064 12.1% 
55 to 59 years 26,147 7.2% 28,871 7.1% 
60 to 64 years 25,959 7.1% 33,306 8.2% 
65 to 74 years 51,532 14.2% 71,647 17.7% 
75 to 84 years 30,865 8.5% 46,980 11.6% 

85 years and over 12,239 3.4% 22,093 5.5% 
 
 

 Manatee County, Florida Sarasota County, Florida 
Label Estimate Percent Estimate Percent 

18 years and over 293,952 80.9% 345,102 85.2% 
65 years and over 94,636 26.1% 140,720 34.8% 

 
Florida’s population has been aging, similar to nationwide trends. Sarasota and Manatee Counties have 
higher median ages than Florida as a whole as of 2016 (Figure 3). Overall, Sarasota and Manatee 
Counties have high median ages relative to other counties in Florida, ranking 64 and 54, respectively, out 
of 67 counties total. 
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Figure 3: Median Age in 2016 by Location 
 

 
When looking at the age distribution 
geographically as of 2017 on Figure 4, 
many of the barrier islands and the 
census block groups around Venice have 
a higher median age corresponding to 
retirement (66 to 81). There is more of a 
mix of block groups with median ages 
corresponding to retirement and working 
ages (under 65) in the Bradenton and 
North Port areas. These areas with 
median ages corresponding to working 
ages may indicate where employment 
growth has occurred and where decisions 
regarding future employment and land 
use changes may be considered in 
coming years to better promote a balance 
of housing and jobs. 

For Sarasota County, the Department of Elder Affairs anticipates that the population 60 years of age and 
older will have higher absolute numbers and relatively larger increases through 2040 than the working age 
population between 18 and 59 years old. Yet both groups still have relatively high absolute numbers 
compared to children under 18. 
Similarly, for Manatee County, the Department of Elder Affairs also anticipates relatively large increases in 
the population 60 years and older relative to the working population between 18 and 59 years old, yet in 
terms of absolute numbers, the working-age population is expected to be larger. Both populations have 
high absolute numbers relative to the population under 18. 
As the age cohort of 18 to 59 spans the greatest numbers of years, it is expected that this grouping would 
have a higher absolute number relative to the remaining age groupings. However, continued growth of the 
population in the age cohort of 60 to 85 suggests that future transportation services and decisions will 
need to consider the needs of an aging population. Figure 5 shows the percentage of the population age 
65 or over. 
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Figure 4: Median Age by Block Group 
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Figure 5: Percentage of Population Above Age 65 
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Figure 6: Percentage of Population Above Age 75 
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Race Distribution 
Table 2 demonstrates the race distribution by counties. Manatee and Sarasota Counties are diverse with a 
mix of cultures, races, and ethnicities. Based on the Population Reference Bureau (PRB), The minority 
population is comprised of nearly as many Hispanics as Blacks, surging numbers of Asians, and a small 
but growing American Indian population. Based on Table 2, Manatee County is comprised of approximately 
30% minority population while Sarasota County is approximately 18%. Figure 7 demonstrates the minority 
population percentage by census block group. 

Table 2: Manatee and Sarasota Counties Race Distribution* 
 

 Manatee County, Florida Sarasota County, Florida 
Label Estimate Percent Estimate Percent 

Total population 363,542 (X) 404,839 (X) 
White 316,150 87.0% 375,463 92.7% 

Black or African American 35,318 9.7% 21,309 5.3% 
American Indian and 

Alaska Native 2,128 0.6% 2,332 0.6% 

Asian 8,920 2.5% 8,197 2.0% 
Native Hawaiian and Other 

Pacific Islander 517 0.1% 379 0.1% 

Some other race 7,036 1.9% 3,847 1.0% 
Hispanic or Latino (of any 

race) 57,651 15.9% 35,694 8.8% 

*Includes race alone or in combination with one or more other race. 
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Figure 7: Percentage of Minority Population 
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Economic Distribution 
Table 3 and Table 4 provide factors demonstrating the economic distribution by counties. The indicators 
include percentage of families whose income is below poverty level (Table 3) and Zero Car Households 
(Table 4). As shown on Table 3, there is a higher percentage of children under 18 and families with a 
female head of household, no husband present, living below poverty level compared to others (22.8% and 
24.7% in Manatee County, 16.7% and 18.6% in Sarasota County, respectively). See Figure 8 and 9 for 
more details. 

Table 3: Percentage of Families Whose Income is Below Poverty Level 
 

 Manatee County, Florida Sarasota County, Florida 
Label Estimate Percent Estimate Percent 

All families (X) 8.7% (X) 6.2% 
Families with 

female 
householder, no 
husband present 

(X) 24.7% (X) 18.6% 

All people (X) 13.4% (X) 10.5% 
Under 18 years (X) 22.8% (X) 16.7% 

65 years and over (X) 7.0% (X) 6.4% 
 

Percentage of zero vehicle households (Table 4) information tells us there are certain people who travel 
using other modes of transportation, like walking, biking, or riding transit. Providing safe facilities and 
reliable choices for people with no cars can improve overall quality of life and ensures nondiscrimination 
through equitable transportation planning. See Figure 10 for more details. 

Table 4: Percentage of Zero (0) Vehicle Households 
 

 Manatee County, Florida Sarasota County, Florida 
Label Estimate Estimate 

Total Households 140,255 177,998 
No vehicle available 6,738 9,454 
1-person household: 39,546 58,352 
No vehicle available 4,590 7,455 
2-person household: 61,131 79,755 
No vehicle available 1,429 1,518 
3-person household: 17,425 19,136 
No vehicle available 280 316 

4-or-more-person household: 22,153 20,755 
No vehicle available 439 165 
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Figure 8: Percentage of Households below Poverty 
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Figure 9: Percentage of Children Under 18 
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Figure 10: Percentage of Zero (0) Vehicle Households 
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People with Disabilities 
As shown in Table 5, 14.1% of people living in Manatee County and 16% of people living in Sarasota 
County have a disability. In both counties, over half of people with disabilities have an ambulatory 
difficulty. An ambulatory difficulty, as defined by Census.gov, is a person who has “serious difficulty 
walking or climbing stairs”. This information guides planning safe, accessible pedestrian facilities for all 
users as well as ensuring ADA accessibility for all modes of travel. See Figure 11 for more details. 

 
Table 5: Percentage of Non-institutionalized Population with Disabilities 

 

Label Manatee 
County, 
Florida 
Total 

Estimate 

Manatee 
County, 
Florida 
with a 

disability 
Estimate 

Manatee 
County, 
Florida 

Percent with 
a disability 
Estimate 

Sarasota 
County, 
Florida 
Total 

Estimate 

Sarasota 
County, 
Florida 
with a 

disability 
Estimate 

Sarasota 
County, 
Florida 

Percent with 
a disability 
Estimate 

Total civilian 
noninstitutionalized 

population 

 
360,684 

 
50,814 

 
14.10% 

 
401,034 

 
64,220 

 
16.00% 

With a hearing 
difficulty 

(X) 16,315 4.50% (X) 23,057 5.70% 

With a vision 
difficulty 

(X) 7,606 2.10% (X) 9,210 2.30% 

With a cognitive 
difficulty 

(X) 18,389 5.40% (X) 18,338 4.70% 

With an ambulatory 
difficulty 

(X) 27,346 8.00% (X) 34,428 8.90% 

With a self-care 
difficulty 

(X) 8,514 2.50% (X) 10,860 2.80% 

With an 
independent living 

difficulty 

(X) 17,468 6.00% (X) 21,838 6.40% 
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Figure 11: Percentage of Non-institutionalized Population with Disability 
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Limited English Proficiency 
The Sarasota/Manatee MPO is responsible for a continuing, cooperative, and comprehensive 
transportation planning process in Sarasota and Manatee Counties. This planning process guides the use 
of federal and state dollars spent on existing and future transportation projects or programs, and the 
Limited English Proficiency Plan plays an integral role in that process. This document will detail the LEP 
Plan, which was developed in conjunction with best practice standards for public participation. 

On August 11, 2000, President William J. Clinton signed Executive Order 13166: Improving Access to 
Service for Individuals with Limited English Proficiency, to clarify Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. Its 
purpose was to ensure accessibility to programs and services for eligible individuals who are not proficient 
in the English language. This executive order stated that individuals who do not speak English well and 
who have a limited ability to read, write, or understand English are entitled to language assistance under 
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 with respect to a type of service, benefit, or encounter. It reads in 
part: 

Each Federal agency shall prepare a plan to improve access to its federally conducted 
programs and activities by eligible LEP Individuals. Each plan shall be consistent with 
the standards set forth in the LEP Guidance and shall include the steps the agency will 
take to ensure that eligible LEP Individuals can meaningfully access the agency’s 
programs and activities. Not only do all federal agencies have to develop LEP Plans, as a 
condition of receiving federal financial assistance, recipients must comply with Title VI 
and LEP guidelines of the federal agency from which funds are provided. 

Federal financial assistance includes grants, training, use of equipment, donations of surplus property, 
and other assistance. Recipients of federal funds range from state and local agencies to nonprofits and 
other organizations. Title VI covers a recipient’s entire program or activity. This means all components of a 
recipient’s operations are covered. Simply put, any organization that receives federal financial assistance 
is required to follow this Executive Order. The US Department of Transportation (DOT) published Policy 
Guidance Concerning Recipients’ Responsibilities to Limited English Proficient Person in the December 14, 
2005 Federal Register. The guidance explicitly identifies MPO’s as organizations that must follow this 
guidance: 

The guidance applies to all DOT funding recipients, which include state departments of 
transportation, state motor vehicle administrations, airport operators, metropolitan 
planning organizations, and regional, state, and local transit operators, among many 
others. Coverage extends to a recipient’s entire program or activity, i.e., to all parts of a 
recipient’s operations. This is true even if only one part of the recipient receives the 
Federal assistance. For example, if DOT provides assistance to a state department of 
transportation to rehabilitate a particular highway on the National Highway System, all 
the operations of the entire state department of transportation—not just the particular 
highway program or project—are covered by the DOT guidance. 

The intent of this Limited English Proficiency Plan is to ensure access to the planning process and 
information published by the MPO where it is determined that a substantial number of residents in 
Sarasota and Manatee counties do not speak or read English proficiently. The production of multilingual 
publications and documents and/or interpretation at meetings or events will be provided to the degree 
that funding permits based on current laws and regulations. 

Laws and Policies Guiding Limited English Proficiency Plans 
As part of Metropolitan Planning Organization certification by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
and the Federal Transit Administration (FTA), the LEP Plan will be assessed and evaluated. The following 
matrix illustrates these laws, policies, and considerations: 
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Table 6: Laws, Policies, and Considerations 
 

Name Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964 

Limited English Proficiency Executive 
Order 13166 

Law or Policy Federal Law Federal Policy 

Enactment Year Enacted in 1964 Enacted in August 2000 

Consideration Considers all individuals Considers eligible population 

Content Contains monitoring and oversight 
compliance review requirements 

Contains monitoring and oversight 
compliance review requirements 

Requirement Factor criteria is required, no 
numerical or percentage thresholds 

Factor criteria is required, no numerical or 
percentage thresholds 

Outcome Provides protection based on race, 
color, and national origin 

Provides protection based on national 
origin 

Focus Eliminating discrimination in 
federally funded programs 

Providing LEP Individuals with meaningful 
access to services using four factor 
criteria 

Annual 
Accomplishment and 
Upcoming Goals 

Report to FHWA Report to FHWA 

 

Who is an LEP individual? 
Individuals who do not speak English as their primary language and who have a limited ability to read, 
speak, write, or understand English are considered limited English proficient, or “LEP.” The U.S. Census 
Bureau does not define limited English proficiency or non-limited English proficient populations. It collects 
and reports data based on the four categories of English-speaking ability: very well, well, not well, and not 
at all. 

Determining the need 

As a recipient of federal funding, the MPO must take reasonable steps to ensure meaningful access to the 
information and services it provides. As noticed in the Federal Register/ Volume 70, Number 239/ 
Wednesday, December 14, 2005/ Notices, there are four factors to consider in determining “reasonable 
steps”. 

Factor 1. The number and proportion of LEP Individuals in the eligible service area; 

Factor 2. The frequency with which LEP Individuals encounter MPO programs; 

Factor 3. The importance of the service provided by MPO programs; and 

Factor 4. The resources available and overall cost to the MPO. 

The DOT Policy Guidance gives recipients of federal funds substantial flexibility in determining what 
language assistance is appropriate based on a local assessment of the four factors listed above. The 
following is an assessment of need in Sarasota and Manatee Counties in relation to the four factors and 
the transportation planning process. 
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LEP Assessment for the Sarasota/Manatee MPO 
The MPO has assessed its programs and services using the following four (4) factor analysis: 

Factor 1. The number and proportion of LEP Individuals in the eligible service area 

The first step towards understanding the profile of individuals that could participate in the transportation 
planning process is a review of Census data. Tables 7, 8, and 9 on the following pages display the primary 
language spoken and number of individuals that are LEP for both Manatee and Sarasota County. 
For planning purposes, the MPO considers people that speak English ‘less than “very well”’ and only the 
top four language groups in the analysis. 

Table 8, on the following page, is derived from the 2017 ACS - 5 Year Estimate, US Census and shows the 
number and percent of individuals who are age five (5) and older, regarding their English language skills, 
for the counties within the MPO area. As indicated, nearly 39% is not proficient in English in Manatee 
County. For Sarasota County, there is 41% of the population that is not proficient in English. 

 
Table 7: Limited English Proficient Individuals in the MPO Planning area by Counties 

Derived from the 2017 American Community Survey - 5 Year Estimate 

Subject Manatee County, Florida 

Total Percent Speak English less than "very well" 

Estimate Estimate Estimate Percent 

Population 5 years and over 345,508 (X) 22,171 6.4% 

Speak only English 288,584 83.5% (X) (X) 

Speak a language other than English 56,924 16.5% 22,171 38.9% 

Subject Sarasota County, Florida 

Total Percent Speak English less than "very well" 

Estimate Estimate Estimate Percent 

Population 5 years and over 389,994 (X) 20,660 5.3% 

Speak only English 339,694 87.1% (X) (X) 

Speak a language other than English 50,300 12.9% 20,660 41.1% 

 

Table 9, on the following page, shows the number of LEP Individuals who speak English ‘less than “very 
well”’. Spanish is the most prevalent of the non-English speaking tongues, as it is approximately 66% of 
the LEP population for the MPO area. Almost a quarter of the LEP population in the area speak an Indo- 
European language, such as Urdu, Hindi, Portuguese, Russian, French, or German. The remainder of the 
households where English is spoken ‘less than “very well”’, about 10%, speaks Asian and Pacific Islander 
languages or some “other” language. 
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Table 8: Individuals Speaking ‘less than “very well”’ - Sarasota/Manatee MPO Planning Area 
Derived from the 2017 American Community Survey - 5 Year Estimate 

 

Manatee County, Florida 
 Total Percent Total and Percent of specified language speakers 
   Speak English less than 

"very well" 
Percent speak English 

less than "very well" 
Label Estimate Estimate Estimate Estimate 
SPEAK A LANGUAGE OTHER THAN 
ENGLISH 56,924  22,171  

Spanish 39,965 11.6% 16,793 42.0% 
5 to 17 years old 9,334 2.7% 1,842 19.7% 
18 to 64 years old 27,641 8.0% 13,095 47.4% 
65 years old and over 2,990 0.9% 1,856 62.1% 
Other Indo-European languages 11,450 3.3% 3,440 30.0% 
5 to 17 years old 970 0.3% 150 15.5% 
18 to 64 years old 6,703 1.9% 2,212 33.0% 
65 years old and over 3,777 1.1% 1,078 28.5% 
Asian and Pacific Island languages 4,424 1.3% 1,710 38.7% 
5 to 17 years old 659 0.2% 77 11.7% 
18 to 64 years old 3,056 0.9% 1,227 40.2% 
65 years old and over 709 0.2% 406 57.3% 
Other languages 1,085 0.3% 228 21.0% 
5 to 17 years old 90 0.0% 0 0.0% 
18 to 64 years old 597 0.2% 88 14.7% 
65 years old and over 398 0.1% 140 35.2% 

Sarasota County, Florida 
 

 Total Percent Total and Percent of specified language speakers 
   Speak English less than 

"very well" 
Percent speak English 

less than "very well" 
Label Estimate Estimate Estimate Estimate 
SPEAK A LANGUAGE OTHER THAN 
ENGLISH 

50,300  20,660  

Spanish 26,686 6.8% 11,524 43.2% 
5 to 17 years old 4,953 1.3% 1,058 21.4% 
18 to 64 years old 18,044 4.6% 8,548 47.4% 
65 years old and over 3,689 0.9% 1,918 52.0% 
Other Indo-European languages 18,005 4.6% 6,480 36.0% 
5 to 17 years old 1,486 0.4% 192 12.9% 
18 to 64 years old 8,991 2.3% 3,540 39.4% 
65 years old and over 7,528 1.9% 2,748 36.5% 
Asian and Pacific Island languages 3,745 1.0% 2,005 53.5% 
5 to 17 years old 581 0.1% 103 17.7% 
18 to 64 years old 2,530 0.6% 1,454 57.5% 
65 years old and over 634 0.2% 448 70.7% 
Other languages 1,864 0.5% 651 34.9% 
5 to 17 years old 161 0.0% 24 14.9% 
18 to 64 years old 1,100 0.3% 396 36.0% 
65 years old and over 603 0.2% 231 38.3% 
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Table 9: Individuals Speaking ‘less than “very well”’ - Sarasota/Manatee MPO Planning Area 

Derived from the 2017 American Community Survey - 5 Year Estimate 

 Spanish 
Language 

Indo-European 
Languages 

Asian and Pacific 
Islander Languages 

Other 
Languages TOTAL 

Totals Speakers 
by Language 66,651 29,455 8,169 2,949 107,224 

Percent 62.2% 27.5% 7.6% 2.8% 100% 
LEP Individuals by 
Language 28,317 9,920 3,715 879 42,831 

Percent 66.1% 23.2% 8.7% 2.1% 100% 
 

Factor 2. The frequency in which LEP Individuals encounter MPO programs 

As population in the region continues to grow, so does the LEP population, thus further increasing the 
probability of future contact with the MPO. While, to-date, no requests have been made by either 
individuals or groups directly to the MPO for Spanish or other language interpreters or publications, the 
MPO has taken steps to make its website content accessible to the vast majority of individuals who speak 
languages other than English. The website is easily translatable. Additionally, the MPO has provided public 
outreach materials and surveys in English and in Spanish and will continue to provide these and other 
materials to LEP individuals as requested. 

As the LEP program is expanded in the Sarasota/Manatee area, any requests for language assistance will 
be monitored and used to gauge the effectiveness of the MPO’s outreach to these populations. 

The MPO conducts regular board meetings, advisory committee meetings and public hearings throughout 
the year. Community outreach and the MPO’s website is the main source of potential contact between the 
MPO and LEP Individuals. As a result, the frequency of contact is difficult to anticipate. The MPO’s Public 
Participation Plan highlights the need for outreach opportunities that engage populations that have 
traditionally been underserved and lacked involvement in the transportation planning process. 

Factor 3. The importance of the service provided by the MPO program 

MPO programs use federal funds to plan for future transportation projects, and therefore do not include 
any direct service or program that requires vital, immediate or emergency assistance, such as medical 
treatment or services for basic needs (like food or shelter). Further, the MPO does not conduct required 
activities such as applications, interviews or other activities prior to participation in its programs or events. 
Involvement by any citizen with the MPO or its committees is voluntary. 

However, the MPO is ensuring that all segments of the population, including LEP Individuals, have been 
involved or have had the opportunity to be involved in the transportation planning process to be consistent 
with the goal of the Federal Environmental Justice program and policy. 

The impact of proposed transportation investments on underserved and underrepresented population 
groups is part of the evaluation process in the use of federal funds in three major areas for the MPO: 

o the biennial Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP), 
o the five-year Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), 
o the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP), covering 25 years. 

 
Figure 12 demonstrates the locations of the LEP individuals who speak English ‘not well’ or ‘not at all’. 
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Figure 12: LEP Population Distribution (2017 American Community Survey – 5 Year Estimate) 
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On the next page, Figure 13 demonstrates a map of the current projects in the MPO’s UPWP and TIP in 
Manatee and Sarasota County, overlayed with the LEP population in our area. The MPO is ensuring that all 
segments of the population, including LEP Individuals, have been involved or have had the opportunity to 
be involved in the transportation planning process by conducting these types of analysis maps. 
On Figure 12 and 13, Manatee County LEP distribution shows Parrish and Duette with 8% to 15% LEP 
individuals. Currently there are three resurfacing projects on US 301 and SR 37 in Parrish and Duette 
area, as well as an intersection realignment on SR 62 at US 301. South Bradenton, West Samoset, and 
Oneco area have percentages ranging from 5% to 30% of the population that speak English ‘not well’ or 
‘not at all’. Currently there are lighting improvements on Cortez Road and US 41, as well as resurfacing 
and multi modal capacity improvements on 15th St E. The MPO also has a planning study underway that 
will assess and suggest improvements for bus on-time performance on US 41 from Downtown Bradenton 
to Downtown Sarasota. 

On the same figures, Sarasota County LEP distribution shows clusters of 8% to 15% and 15% to 30% of 
LEP communities along Myrtle, Newtown, Fruitville Road, and Gulf Gate area. Currently there are safety 
improvements on US 301/Washington Blvd and lighting improvements on US 41 and Stickney Point Road. 
Inclusive public participation is a priority consideration in other MPO plans, studies, and programs as well. 
The impacts of transportation improvements resulting from these planning activities have an impact on all 
residents. Understanding and continued involvement are encouraged throughout the process. The MPO is 
concerned with input from all stakeholders, and every effort is taken to make the planning process as 
inclusive as possible. 

As a result of the long-range transportation planning process, selected projects receive approval for federal 
funding and progress towards project planning and construction under the responsibility of local 
jurisdictions or state transportation agencies. These state and local organizations have their own policies 
to ensure LEP individuals can participate in the process that determines where, how, and when a specific 
transportation project is implemented. 
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Figure 13: Transportation Projects at LEP Population Area 
 



27  

Factor 4. The resources available and overall MPO cost 

Given that the LEP population makes up less than fifteen (15) percent of the population in the MPO area 
and current financial constraints, full multi-language translations of large transportation plan documents 
and maps is not considered as warranted at this time. However, continued growth of the MPO area and its 
Spanish-speaking population makes offering Spanish translations a sound community investment. 
As a result, the MPO has the means to make the Executive Summaries for the Long Range Transportation 
Plan, the Transportation Improvement Program, the Public Participation Plan, the citizens guide to Civil 
Rights, and other key documents available in Spanish. To accommodate the cost, these summaries may 
be adapted into an alternative format that meets the community needs while working within a constrained 
budget while still faithfully conveying the key messages and content highlights of the full document. The 
MPO will continue efforts to collaborate with education and cultural partners, as well as state and local 
agencies to provide language translation and interpretation services when practical and in consideration of 
the funding available. The translation of these documents may begin after the final English version has 
been completed. 

The MPO seeks input from all stakeholders, and every effort is made to ensure that the planning process is 
as inclusive as possible. Continued public involvement and participation is encouraged throughout the 
process. Spanish language outreach materials from organizations such as federal, state, and local 
transportation agencies will be used when possible. In addition, the MPO has made available Spanish and 
other language translation of the MPO website and will continually strive to improve by updating regularly 
the user-friendly multi-lingual software applications compatible with the web content management system 
currently used by the MPO. 

Meeting the requirements 
Engaging the diverse population within the MPO area is important. The MPO is committed to providing 
quality services to all citizens, including those with limited English proficiency. Spanish is the most 
dominant language spoken by LEP individuals in this MPO’s service area. All language access activities 
detailed below will be coordinated in collaboration with the MPO Board and staff. 

Providing Notice to LEP Individuals 

US DOT guidance indicates that once an agency has decided, based on the four factors, to provide 
language services, it is important that the recipient notify LEP Individuals of services available free of 
charge in a language the LEP Individuals would understand. Where appropriate and feasible, the MPO will 
include the following language in English and Spanish, on meeting notifications and other informational 
materials: 

Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, disability or 
family status. Individuals who require special accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act or 
individuals who require translation services for a meeting (free of charge) should contact 
Sarasota/Manatee MPO by calling 941-359-5772 at least seven days in advance. Hearing impaired 
individuals are requested to telephone the Florida Relay System at #711. 

Se solicita la participación del público, sin importar la raza, color, nacionalidad, edad, sexo, religión, 
incapacidad o estado familiar. Personas que requieran acomodo especial bajo el Acta para Americanos 
con Discapacidad (Americans with Disabilities Act) o personas que requieran servicios de traducción (sin 
cargo alguno) deben contactar a Grace Scigousky al teléfono 941-359-5772 o grace@mympo.org por lo 
menos siete días antes de la reunión. Si tienes problemas de audición, favor llamar a Florida Relay 
System al #711. 

Staff Training 

To establish access to information and services for all people, staff members of the MPO who interact with 
the public have been trained to assist individuals who are LEP in person and/or by email. The MPO 
provides LEP updates and staff training every 2 years. The training is provided to all of the staff, especially 
the first contact staff members. Those first contact staff members have and will attend Title VI and ADA 
Training in order to provide better assistance to our community. 

mailto:Alvimarie@mympo.org
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LEP Updates 

The MPO will consider its most recently approved LEP Plan as an appendix to its most recently adopted 
Public Participation Plan. The MPO understands that its community profile continues to change and that 
the four-factor analysis may reveal the need for additional LEP services in the future. As such, the MPO will 
annually examine its LEP Plan to ensure that it remains reflective of the community’s needs. The American 
Communities Survey is a more detailed socioeconomic assessment collected each year as a supplemental 
tool to the decennial census. The survey provides current data about all communities. It is sent to a small 
percentage of the population on a rotating basis throughout the decade. No household receives the survey 
more often than once every five years. 

Example methods for notification include: 

o Signage that indicates when free language assistance is available with advance notice; 
o Stating in outreach documents that language services are available; 
o Working with community-based organizations and other stakeholders to inform LEP individuals of 

MPO services and the availability of language assistance; 
o Using automated telephone voice mail or menu to provide information about available language 

assistance services; 

o Including notices in local newspapers in languages other than English; 
o Providing notices on non-English-language radio and television about MPO services and the 

availability of language assistance; and 

o Providing presentations and/or notices at schools and community based organizations (CBO). 
The MPO will publicize the availability of Spanish interpreter services, free of charge, at least 7 days prior 
to MPO Board and committee meetings, workshops, forums or events which will be noticed on the MPO 
web site, in meeting notices (packets), and using the following additional tools as appropriate: 

o Signage 
o Public outreach materials 
o Community-based organizations 
o Local newspapers 
o Cable Television Providers 
o Sarasota and Manatee school and library systems 

The MPO defines an interpreter as a person who translates spoken language orally, as opposed to a 
translator, who translates written language and transfers the meaning of written text from one language 
into another. The MPO will request language interpreter services from Manatee and Sarasota county staff 
as needed. 

The MPO can notice meetings in newspapers that serve the Hispanic community throughout the Tampa 
Bay area, including Sarasota and Manatee counties. As covered under Title VI requirements for 
nondiscrimination, at each meeting, the MPO will provide Title VI material and include this material in an 
alternative language when applicable. 

Language Assistance 
LEP Individuals Who Need Language Assistance 

When first encountering a LEP individual in a face-to-face situation, the MPO staff plans to use language 
identification flashcards developed by the U.S. Census Bureau. These cards have the phrase, “Mark this 
box if you read or speak ‘name of language’,” translated into 38 languages. They were designed for use by 
government and non-government agencies to identify the primary language of LEP individuals during face- 
to-face contacts. The Census Bureau’s Language Identification Flashcard can be downloaded for free at 
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Spanish 

Chinese/Mandarin 

Korean/Accented English spoken by the Southeast Asians, Chinese, and Japanese 

Portugese 

Russian 

http://www.lep.gov/ISpeakCards2004.pdf. The MPO has them available at the front desk of the MPO 
offices and will make them available at public meetings. Once a language is identified, the Title VI 
Coordinator or relevant point of contact will be notified to assess feasible translation or oral interpretation 
assistance. 

Language Assistance and Translation of Materials 

Language assistance will be provided for LEP individuals through language translations and/or oral 
interpretations of some key materials, upon request or as deemed necessary for effective outreach. 

As previously noted, the MPO intends to explore the ways and means to provide the Executive Summaries 
for key documents in Spanish. Key documents include the Long Range Transportation Plan, the 
Transportation Improvement Program, and the Public Participation Plan. The 2045 LRTP Executive 
Summary has been translated and copies are available at the MPO Office’s front lobby and is available on 
the MPO website here: https://www.mympo.org/our-work/mpo-plans/lrtp.   

A goal of the MPO Public Participation Plan is to provide user-friendly materials that will be appealing and 
easy to understand. The MPO may provide Executive Summaries in alternative formats, such as brochures 
or newsletters, depending on the work product. MPO Staff Contact David Machado, Davidm@mympo.org, 
or 941-359-5772 for language translation assistance and information. 

The Sarasota/Manatee MPO has identified the following individuals for translation assistance. Their 
contact information has been provided in Figure 14. 

Figure 14: Translation Assistance Individuals and Contact Information 
 
 
 

          David Machado          davidm@mympo.org 941-359-5772 
 
 
 
 

Weiqi Lin, P.E., Ph. D w_lin@scgov.net 941-376-9105 
 
 
 
 

Kate O'Hara kohara@scgov.net 941-861-0569 
 
 
 
 

Keith T. Raposo kraposo@scgov.net 941-861-0915 
 
 
 
 

Tatyana Glezin tglezin@scgov.net 941-861-0760 

http://www.lep.gov/ISpeakCards2004.pdf
https://www.mympo.org/our-work/mpo-plans/lrtp
mailto:w_lin@scgov.net
mailto:kohara@scgov.net
mailto:kraposo@scgov.net
mailto:tglezin@scgov.net
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Environmental Justice Report 
Environmental Justice Executive Order 12898, issued in 1994, focused attention on the environmental 
and human health effects of federal actions on people of color and low-income communities with the goal 
of achieving environmental protection for all communities. In other words, this order made Title VI 
actionable. 
Sarasota/Manatee MPO works to ensure that transportation decisions do not cause disproportionately 
high and adverse effects on low-income and minority populations – a concept known as environmental 
justice (EJ). U.S. Department of Transportation’s definition of environmental justice is, 

“Environmental justice” is the fair treatment and meaningful involvement of all 
people, regardless of race, ethnicity, income, national origin, or educational 
level with respect to the development, implementation and enforcement of 
environmental laws, regulations and policies. For the purpose of this strategy, 
fair treatment means that no population, due to policy or economic 
disempowerment, is forced to bear a disproportionate burden of the negative 
human health and environmental impacts, including social and economic 
effects, resulting from transportation decisions, programs and policies made, 
implemented and enforced at the Federal, State, local or tribal level.” 

Underserved Communities 
Sarasota/Manatee MPO uses demographics information to guide public outreach efforts. The MPO can 
identify communities that are traditionally underserved and give them a voice in the transportation 
planning process. Robust public involvement plays an essential role in transportation planning. The MPO 
Public Participation Plan outlines strategies, techniques, and tools to deploy ensuring nondiscrimination. 
Sarasota/Manatee MPO also reserves seats on several standing committees for traditionally underserved 
groups, including people of color, youth, and people with disabilities. 
Which Communities are Traditionally Underserved? 
Low Income: A person or family whose median household income is at or below the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services poverty guidelines. To determine a person's poverty status, one compares the 
person's total family income in the last 12 months with the poverty threshold appropriate for that person's 
family size and composition. If the total income of that person's family is less than the threshold 
appropriate for that family, then the person is considered "below the poverty level," together with every 
member of his or her family. If a person is not living with anyone related by birth, marriage, or adoption, 
then the person's own income is compared with his or her poverty threshold. Poverty status was 
determined for all people except institutionalized people, people in military group quarters, people in 
college dormitories, and unrelated individuals under 15 years old. 
People of Color: An individual belonging to any of the following groups: 

• Black – persons having origins in any of the black racial groups of Africa 
• Hispanic or Latino – persons of Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central or South American or other 

Spanish culture or origin, regardless of race 
• Asian American – persons having origins in any of the original peoples of the Far East, Southeast 

Asia, or the Indian subcontinent 
• American Indian and Alaskan Native – persons having origins in any of the original people of North 

America, South America (including Central America), and who maintain cultural identification 
through tribal affiliation or community recognition 

• Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander – persons having origins in any of the original peoples 
of Hawaii, Guam, Samoa, or other Pacific Islands 

 
Aging Population: Because of the increasing number of persons age 65 and older, the aging population is 
increasingly being categorized as young-old (65-74), old (75-84), and oldest-old (85+). 
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People with Disabilities: Persons who have mobility and/or self-care limitations, as defined by the U.S. 
Census. The disability may be physical or mental. 
Zero-Car Households: Households without automobiles or access to an automobile. 
People who have Limited English Proficiency: Individuals who do not speak, read, write, or understand the 
English language at a level that permits effective interaction. (NOTE: See further discussion and analysis in 
the next section Limited English Proficiency.) 
Female Head of Household with Child: Households led by a single mother with children under age 18. 

Environmental Justice Focus Areas 
The Environmental Justice focus areas were established by layering maps of the following seven 
populations to locate high concentrations of underserved communities throughout the region: 

1. percent of population above 75; 
2. percent of households below poverty level; 
3. percent of children under 18 years; 
4. percent of population with disabilities (measured against non- institutionalized population); 
5. percent of minority population (population other than non-Hispanic white only); 
6. percent of population with limited English proficiency (includes all people who speak English “less 

than very well” and “not at all”); 
7. percent of households with no vehicles. 

 
For each of these communities, the regional average was determined and then scores were distributed 
based on the community characteristics of the region if the percentage was above the regional average. 
The score distributions were divided into the following categories: 

• Age Distribution – 1 pt. each 
o Under 18 
o Over 75 

• Economic Distribution 
o Poverty – 2 pts. 
o Zero Vehicle Household – 3 pts. 

• Disabilities – 4 pts. 
• Race Distribution – 5 pts. each 

o Minority 
o LEP 

 
Then, all the scores were added together. The total average score for the region was 9. Areas with a higher 
score than the total average were established as Environmental Justice focus areas. All the data for this 
effort was compiled using the 5-year 2017 American Community Survey data at the census block group 
level. See Figure 15 for more details. 
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Figure 15: Environmental Justice Focus Areas 
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Title VI and Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Plan 
As a recipient of Federal funds, the Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) is 
required to issue a policy statement expressing a commitment to the non-discrimination provisions of Title 
VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990 and related federal 
and state nondiscrimination statutes and regulations. This document highlights the MPO's efforts with 
regards to Title VI, ADA and related federal and state statutes and regulations compliance. 

Title VI of the Civil Rights Act, and related federal and state nondiscrimination statutes and regulations 
prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color or national origin, sex, age, disability, family or religious 
status, in programs, activities or services receiving federal financial assistance. To address these federal 
requirements, the MPO has developed a Title VI and ADA Plan. The following sections provide a summary 
of the MPO's activities relating to those requirements. 

Nondiscrimination Commitment 
This Title VI and Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Plan is our commitment to serving the public without 
discrimination and includes: 

• How we will comply with federal and state requirements associated with nondiscrimination and the 
transportation planning process. 

• Community characteristics data for Manatee and Sarasota counties to ensure that planning 
products analyze, mitigate, minimize or avoid disproportionate and adverse impacts on 
communities traditionally underserved in the planning process. 

• A self-assessment with information on frequency of contact with limited English proficiency 
persons, vital programs or services, and cost of resources. 

• A language assistance plan using results from the organization’s self-assessment to identify 
potential needs in the three-county area and resources available to provide meaningful access to 
the organization’s programs, services, and activities. 

• A processing procedure for discrimination complaints. 
 

This plan works in concert with the organization’s Public Participation Plan, which identifies specific tactics 
for outreach and involvement. 

Civil Right/Derechos Civiles 
Your Civil Rights 
What are Civil Rights? 
Civil rights laws and regulations protect individuals from unfair treatment, or discrimination. 

Did you know? 
If you believe you have experienced discrimination based on race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, 
disability, or family status, you have the right to file a written or verbal complaint with Sarasota/Manatee 
MPO. See Appendix A for instructions on how to file a complaint. 

 
Sus Derechos Civiles 
¿Qué Son Los Derechos Civiles? 
Las leyes y regulaciones de derechos civiles protegen a las personas de trato injusto o discriminación. 

¿Sabías? 
Si cree que ha sufrido discriminación por motivos de raza, color, nacionalidad, edad, sexo, religión, 
discapacidad o estado familiar, tiene derecho a presentar una queja por escrito o verbal con 
Sarasota/Mantee MPO. Consulte el “Appendix B” para obtener instrucciones sobre cómo presentar una 
queja. 
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Title VI/ADA Coordinator 
Sarasota/Manatee MPO designates Alvimarie Corales, Planning Manager, as the individual responsible for 
oversight and implementation of the Title VI Program. Alvimarie Corales can be reached at 941-359-5772 
or grace@mympo.org. Hearing impaired persons can call the Florida Relay System at #711. 

Grace Scigousky, Public Involvement Coordinator 
Sarasota/Manatee MPO 

8100 15th Street East 
Sarasota, FL 34243 

Email: grace@mympo.org 
Phone: 941-359-5772 

The Title VI coordinator’s responsibilities include delivering related services, staff training on the plan’s 
policies and procedures, and ongoing monitoring and assessment of the plan’s effectiveness. The Title VI 
coordinator has direct access to Sarasota/Manatee MPO Executive Director to quickly resolve any Title VI 
issues that may arise. 

Title VI/ADA Training 
This plan will be updated every three years to: (1) ensure compliance with federal and state law, (2) update 
demographic statistics to accurately track the region’s population, (3) confirm the MPO Board’s 
commitment to nondiscrimination, and (4) provide an assessment of the plan’s effectiveness in 
addressing Title VI nondiscrimination objectives. The plan will be reviewed annually by staff to ensure 
effectiveness. MPO staff receives annual training to ensure awareness of and sensitivity to the needs of 
underserved individuals. 

Title VI Notices Locations 
Sarasota/Manatee MPO Title VI nondiscrimination notice is posted in our office, on MyMPO.org in the Title 
VI section, and at public meetings as needed. 

Title VI and ADA Plan 
The MPO has a goal not to discriminate against any person with respect to any MPO program, activity, or 
service. To meet this goal, the MPO has developed a Title VI and ADA Plan pursuant to Title VI of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and related federal and state 
nondiscrimination statutes and regulations. The MPO's Title VI and ADA Plan defines Title VI and ADA and 
includes a written process on how to file a Title VI or an ADA complaint should one arise and describes the 
complaint investigation process. 

The MPO will make every effort to ensure that its facilities, programs, services, and activities are 
accessible to those with disabilities. The MPO encourages the public to report any facility, program, 
service, or activity that appears inaccessible to those who are disabled. 

Questions, concerns, comments, or requests for accommodations should be made to the MPO’s Title 
VI/ADA Coordinator. 

Public Notification Process 

The MPO’s goal is not to discriminate against any person with respect to an MPO program, activity or 
service. This commitment is incorporated into all public outreach efforts to engage all segments of the 
population in the MPO’s planning process. The MPO actively provides information regarding its Title VI and 
ADA obligations to the public using a variety of methods. 

Information (such as reference to Federal circulars and the MPO’s Title VI and ADA Plan and complaint 
procedure) is available, upon request at the MPO’s office, on the MPO’s website and is provided to staff, 
citizens, consultants, subgrantees and contracted providers. The Notice of nondiscrimination policy is 
included in all MPO contracts, public meetings and bid advertisements. 

mailto:grace@mympo.org
mailto:grace@mympo.org
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The MPO shall require of itself and each subgrantee and service provider to certify each year that there 
have been no Title VI or ADA complaints or lawsuits. As a policy, MPO staff is educated on the Title VI and 
ADA requirements. The entire nondiscrimination clauses shall be included in all consultant contracts and 
subgrantee agreements. 

The following statement is posted at MPO facilities: “The MPO does not discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, sex, age, disability, family or religious status in administration of its programs, 
activities or services." 
 
To find out more, visit: www.mympo.org 
Contact: Grace Scigousky, Public Involvement Coordinator 
8100 15th Street East Sarasota, FL 34243 
Email: grace@mympo.org 
Phone: 941-359-5772 

Inclusive Public Participation 

The MPO shall seek out and consider viewpoints of low-income, minority, elderly, disabled, Limited English 
Proficiency (LEP), ethnic and religious groups in the course of conducting public outreach and involvement 
activities in regard to planning activities. These public outreach activities may include: 

a) MPO website and Publications: The MPO includes information on its website regarding MPO 
planning activities. Activities are also included in the MPO newsletter. 

 
b) MPO meetings are regularly re-broadcasted on a local public television station. The MPO can 

supply documents, upon request, in a variety of alternative formats. Vital documents and those 
documents having a wide distribution may be translated into foreign languages, as appropriate, 
based on federally mandated assessments. 

 
c) Public Meetings and Workshops: MPO staff hosts and participates in many public meetings and 

workshops to share information about MPO programs, activities, and services and to collect 
information from users of these programs. All MPO sponsored meetings or workshops are 
conducted in ADA accessible locations and have readily available access to transit. Availability 
of accessibility assistance is included in each meeting and workshop notice. Meetings are held 
in facilities close to the target audience. When conducting public meetings and workshops, if 
needed, staff shall make reasonable attempts to provide meaningful access including having 
translators, hearing devices for persons with hearing difficulties, accessible facilities and 
suitable materials in alternative formats available. 

 
d) Public Hearings: The MPO conducts formal public hearings and provides opportunities for 

citizen input on MPO programs and planning activities. Public hearings are conducted 
periodically and as required by law for a wide variety of topics. Public Hearing notices are 
placed in the local newspapers of general circulation, are mailed and emailed to MPO mailing 
list, and posted on the MPO’s website. 

 
e) Surveys: The MPO may utilize survey instruments on its website, distributed through e- mail and 

direct mail and at various workshops to collect public input. Surveys are often tailored to 
information from targeted populations, such as the elderly or minority persons, and will be 
designed to include the collection of gender, ethnicity, and racial data. Staff considers the 
needs of those who cannot read or write and will verbally read the survey and record the 
respondent's comments upon request. 

 
All Public Participation materials may be made available in alternative formats such as large type. 

http://www.mympo.org/
mailto:alvimarie@mympo.org
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Record of Title VI/ADA Activities and General Reporting Requirements 

a) A list of all-active lawsuits or complaints alleging discrimination on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, etc., with respect to service or other transit benefits: 

 
The MPO has no active lawsuits, nor is aware of any complaints on the basis of race, color or 
national origin sex, age, disability, family, or religious status at this time. 

 
b) A description of all pending applications for financial assistance currently provided by Federal 

agencies to the grantee: 
 

The MPO regularly receives pass through or direct funding from the Federal Aviation Administration, 
Florida Department of Transportation, Federal Transit Administration, Federal Highway 
Administration, the Office 5 of Housing and Urban Development, U.S. Department of Justice, 
Federal Emergency Management Agency, and U.S. Department of Energy. 

 
c) A summary of all civil rights compliance reviews conducted by other local, state, or federal agencies 

in the last three (3) years. None. 
 

Record of Title VI/ADA Investigations, Complaints or Lawsuits 

The MPO will maintain a file for active, as well as inactive or closed Title VI and ADA complaints, 
investigations and lawsuits for longer than three (3) years or the period required for retention of such 
records set forth in the Florida Public Records Act Retention Schedule after the complaint, investigation, or 
lawsuit becomes inactive or is resolved. To date, no complaints have been received. 

Sub-Recipient Title VI/ADA Assistance and Guidance 

If such agreements are entered into with either party, it will actively assist each subrecipients/subgrantees 
in complying with the general Title VI/ADA reporting requirements and work closely the Florida Department 
of Transportation, the Federal Highway Administration, Federal Transit Administration, Federal Aviation 
Administration, the US Department of Energy, US Department of Justice, Office of Housing and Urban 
Development or other appropriate agencies to ensure substantial compliance with nondiscrimination 
regulations. 

Title VI/ADA Complaint Process and Procedures 

MPO Discrimination Complaint Procedure: 

Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the ADA of 1990 as amended and related Federal and state 
nondiscrimination statutes and regulations, prohibit discrimination on the basis of race, color, national 
origin sex, age, disability, family or religious status for programs, activities and services receiving federal 
financial assistance. As a recipient of federal financial assistance, the MPO has in place a Title VI and ADA 
complaint procedure: 

a) Any person who believes that they, or any specific class of persons, has been subjected to 
discrimination or retaliation, by the MPO in administration of any program, activity or service, as 
prohibited by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 or the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or 
related statutes, may file a complaint with the MPO designated ADA Coordinator. It is preferred that 
complaints be submitted in written format, such as letter or email. However, if the complainant 
cannot, due to a disability, submit a written complaint, the ADA Coordinator will explore alternative 
means of filing grievances, such as recorded statements, personal interviews or phone calls. 

 
All written complaints regarding Title VI or ADA received by MPO shall be referred immediately by 
the Title VI/ADA Coordinator to FDOT's Title VI, ADA or the appropriate agency Coordinator for 
processing in accordance with approved State procedures. 
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Written complaints may be sent to: 
Grace Scigousky, Public Involvement Coordinator 
8100 15th Street East Sarasota, FL 34243  
Email: grace@mympo.org 
Phone: 941-359-5772 

 
b) Complaints must include information about the individual filing the claim such as name, address, 

email and phone number; the location, date and description of the alleged violation; the name of 
the program or staff member that failed to comply; and the efforts, if any, made by the complainant 
to achieve voluntary compliance. 

 
c) The complaint should be submitted by the complainant as soon as possible after the alleged 

noncompliance but not later than sixty (60) calendar days after the alleged violation. 
 

d) Within thirty (30) calendar days after receipt of the complaint by the Title VI/ADA Coordinator, the 
Title VI/ADA Coordinator or authorized designee will contact the complainant to review the 
complaint for completeness and accuracy and obtain any additional needed information. Within 
sixty (60) calendar days thereafter, the Title VI/ADA Coordinator will provide the complainant with a 
written response. Where appropriate, the response will be provided in a format accessible to the 
complainant. The response will explain the position of the MPO and offer options for substantive 
resolution of the complaint. The MPO’s desired outcome in these cases will always be to work as 
much as possible arriving at a positive resolution of the subject of any ADA complaint. Therefore, 
the initial response to any complaint will never foreclose additional resolution discussions or 
suggestions from either the MPO or the complainant. 

 
e) The MPO’s Title VI/ADA Coordinator will advise the FDOT's Title VI, ADA or other appropriate agency 

Coordinator, within thirty (30) calendar days of receipt of the allegations. The following information 
will be included in every notification to the FDOT's Title VI, ADA or other appropriate agency 
Coordinator: 

 
a. Name, address, and phone number of the Complainant; 
b. Name and address of the MPO; 
c. Basis of complaint (i.e., race, color, national origin, sex, age, disability, religion, familial 

status or retaliation); 
d. Date of alleged discriminatory act(s); 
e. Date complaint received by the MPO; 
f. A statement of the complaint; 
g. Other agencies (state, local or Federal) where the complaint has been filed if known to the 

MPO; and 
h. An explanation of the actions the MPO has taken or proposed to resolve the allegation(s) 

raised in the complaint. 
 

f) Confidential information: Persons making complaints may, if needed to verify disability, submit 
medical information. However, any records submitted, unless exempt or confidential under Florida 
or federal law, will be subject to inspection under the Florida Public Records Act. 

 
Records: All records made or received by the Title VI/ADA Coordinator associated with complaints of non- 
compliance will be retained by the Title VI/ADA Coordinator’s office for the longer of three (3) years or the 
period required for retention of such records set forth in the Florida Public Records Act Records Retention 
Schedule. 

Access for LEP Persons 

To provide meaningful access to MPO programs, activities and services to persons who are Limited English 
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Proficient (LEP), the MPO has assessed LEP needs in the MPO’s area of jurisdiction. This LEP Plan shall 
serve as a training tool and guide for MPO staff on how to recognize a person who may need language 
assistance and how to provide that assistance. The MPO has identified communities of Spanish speaking 
residents within the MPO’s area of jurisdiction. According to the U.S. Census Bureau, data on the 
population speaking a language other than English is 14.7%. The MPO has had no requests for translation 
services come in for public meetings, nor has it been an issue during meetings or workshops. The MPO 
has an employee who may be available for translation service, or the MPO will use a low-cost multi- 
language telephone service, such as Applied Language Solutions. LEP factors will be reviewed yearly to 
assess the need for LEP offerings. 

Recipient LEP Assistance and Guidance 

If sub-agreements are entered into, the MPO will actively assist each recipient in complying with the 
general LEP requirements and work closely the FHWA, FTA, FDOT or other appropriate agencies to ensure 
substantial compliance with nondiscrimination regulations. If such agreements are entered into, the MPO 
shall assist its recipient as follows: 

 

a) Recipient will be provided with a copy of and/or the Internet link to the MPO’s LEP plan. The LEP 
plan shall also include information on informing beneficiaries of their rights under Title VI and ADA 
and the procedures on how to file a complaint. 

 
b) MPO recipient contracts or agreements shall include the Nondiscrimination Statutes and 

Regulations Contract Clauses. 
 

c) The MPO’s Title VI/ADA Coordinator shall monitor the flow down of LEP requirements associated 
with the recipient third party contracts. 

Record of Language Assistance 

The MPO shall maintain a file for language assistance requests. All records made or received by the Title 
VI/ADA Coordinator associated with complaints of non-compliance will be retained by the Title VI/ADA 
Coordinator’s office for longer than three (3) years or the period required for retention of such records set 
forth in the Florida Public Records Act Records Retention Schedule. 
Required Consultant and Subgrantee Title VI and ADA and Related Federal and State Nondiscrimination 
Statutes and Regulations Contract Clauses 

As a policy, the following civil rights clauses regarding non-discrimination shall be included in all MPO 
contracts and subgrantee agreements: 

CIVIL RIGHTS - The following requirements apply to this AGREEMENT: 

a) Nondiscrimination- In accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 
U.S.C. § 2000d, section 303 of the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended, 42 U.S.C. § 6102, 
section 202 of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990,42 U.S.C. § 12132, and Federal transit 
law at 49 U.S.C. § 5332: 

 
1) The CONSULTANT or SUBGRANTEE shall not discriminate on the basis of race, age, creed, 

disability, marital status, color, national origin, or sex in the performance of this contract. The 
CONSULTANT or SUBGRANTEE shall carry out applicable requirements of 49 CFR Part 26 in the 
award and administration of (Florida Department of Transportation, the Federal Highway 
Administration, Federal Transit Administration, Federal Aviation Administration, the US 
Department of Energy, US Department of Justice, or Office of Housing and Urban Development) 
assisted contracts. Failure by the CONSULTANT or SUBGRANTEE to carry out these 
requirements is a material breach of this AGREEMENT, which may result in the termination of 
this AGREEMENT or such other remedy, as the MPO deems appropriate. 
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2) Each subcontract the CONSULTANT or SUBGRANTEE signs in regard to this federal aid PROJECT 
must include the assurance in this paragraph (see 49 CFR 26. 13(b). The CONSULTANT or 
SUBGRANTEE agrees to comply with all applicable federal implementing regulations and other 
implementing requirements the Federal government may issue. 

 

b) Equal Employment Opportunity - The following equal employment opportunity requirements apply to 
this AGREEMENT: 

 
1) Race, Color, Creed, National Origin, Sex - In accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 

1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. § 2000e, and Federal transit laws at 49 U.S.C. § 5332, the 
CONSULTANT or SUBGRANTEE agrees to comply with all applicable equal employment 
opportunity requirements of U.S. Department of Labor (U.S. DOL) regulations, "Office of Federal 
Contract Compliance Programs, Employment Opportunity, Department of Labor/1 41 C.F.R. 
Parts 60 et seq., (which implement Executive Order No. 11246, "Equal Employment 
Opportunity," as amended by Executive Order No. 11375, "Amending Executive Order 11246 
Relating to Equal Employment Opportunity/' 42U.S.C. § 2000e note), and with any applicable 
Federal statutes, executive orders, regulations, and Federal policies that may in the future 
affect construction activities undertaken in the course of the PROJECT. 

 
The CONSULTANT or SUBGRANTEE agrees to take all reasonable steps to ensure that 
applicants are employed, and that employees are treated during employment, without regard to 
their race, color, creed, national origin, sex, or age. Such action shall include, but not be limited 
to, the following: Employment, upgrading, demotion or transfer, recruitment or recruitment 
advertising, layoff, or termination; rates of payer other forms of compensation; and selection for 
training, including apprenticeship. In addition, the CONSULTANT or SUBGRANTEE agrees to 
comply with any implementing requirements the Federal government may issue. 

 

2) Age- In accordance with Section 4 of the Age Discrimination in Employment Act of 1967, as 
amended, 29 U.S.C. § 621 through 634 and Federal transit law at 49 U.S.C. § 5332, the 
CONSULTANT or SUBGRANTEE agrees to refrain from discrimination against present and 
prospective employees for reason of age. In addition, the CONSULTANT or SUBGRANTEE agrees 
to comply with any implementing requirements the Federal government may issue. 

 
3) Disabilities- In accordance with section 102 of the Americans with Disabilities Act, as amended, 

42 U.S.C. § 12112, the CONSULTANT or SUBGRANTEE agrees that it will comply with the 
requirements of U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, "Regulations to Implement 
the Equal Employment Provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act," 29 C.F.R. Part 1630, 
pertaining to employment of persons with disabilities. In addition, the CONSULTANT or 
SUBGRANTEE agrees to comply with any implementing requirements the Federal government 
may Issue. 

 
4) Access to Services for Persons with Limited English Proficiency- To the extent applicable and 

except to the extent that the Federal agency determines otherwise in writing, the CONSULTANT 
or SUBGRANTEE agrees to comply with the policies of Executive Order No. 13166, "Improving 
Access to Services for Persons with Limited English Proficiency, u 42 U.S.C. 9 § 2000d-l note, 
and with the provisions of U.S. DOT Notice, "DOT Guidance to Recipients on Special Language 
Services to Limited English Proficient (LEP) Beneficiaries:'66 Fed. Reg. 6733 et seq., January 
22, 2001. The MPO’s LEP Plan is available in the Title VI/ADA plan at MPO facilities or may be 
viewed online at www.mympo.org. 

 
5) Drug or Alcohol Abuse- Confidentiality and Other Civil Rights Protections- To the extent 

applicable, the CONSULTANT or SUBGRANTEE agrees to comply with the confidentiality and 

http://www.mympo.org/
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other civil rights protections of the Drug Abuse Office and Treatment Act of 1972, as amended, 
21 U.S.C. §§ 1101 et seq. with the Comprehensive Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism Prevention, 
Treatment and Rehabilitation Act of 1970, as amended, 42 U.S.C. §§ 4541 et seq. and with the 
Public Health Service Act of 1912, as amended, 42 U.S.C. §§ 201 et seq. and any amendments 
to these laws. 

 
6) Other Nondiscrimination Laws- The CONSULTANT or SUBGRANTEE agrees to comply with all 

applicable provisions of other federal laws, regulations, and directives pertaining to and 
prohibiting discrimination, except to the extent the Federal Government determines otherwise 
in writing. The CONSULTANT or SUBGRANTEE also agrees to include these requirements in each 
subcontract financed in whole or in part with federal assistance, modified only if necessary, to 
identify the affected parties. 

Título VI: Procedimiento de Queja 
La Organización Metropolitana de Planificación de Sarasota/Manatee (El MPO) busca cumplir con las 
necesidades de transportación de su diversa y vibrante comunidades en los condados de Sarasota y 
Manatee. El MPO está comprometido con no tan solo considerar las necesidades de transportación de 
ambos condados, sino que también busca la participación y opinión de la comunidad. De acuerdo con 
Título VI del Acta de Derechos Civiles de 1964 y otras autoridades de no discriminación federales y 
estatales, el Sarasota/Manatee MPO nunca negara los beneficios de, excluir la participación o discriminar 
en contra de ninguna persona a base de raza, color, nacionalidad, sexo, edad, discapacidad, religión o 
estatus familiar. 
La ley indica que los recipientes de fondos federales, como organizaciones de planificación de 
transportación, deben de cumplir con Título VI del Acta de Derechos Civiles de 1964, Sección 504 del Acta 
de Rehabilitación de 1973, el Acta de Americanos con Discapacidades de 1990 (ADA), y otras autoridades 
de no discriminación, asegura que ninguna persona será sujeta a discriminación a base de raza, color, 
nacionalidad, sexo, edad, discapacidad, religión y estatus familiar en el trabajo y/o por proveer servicios 
del gobierno. 
El Título VI/Política de No Discriminación trabaja en conjunto con el Plan de Participación Pública y el Plan 
de Ingles Limitado, el cual identifican tácticas de alcanzar e involucrar a la comunidad. La participación 
del publico es solicitada sin importar raza, color, origen nacional, edad, sexo, religión, discapacidad o 
estatus familiar. Personas que necesiten algún acomodo razonable bajo el Acta de Americanos con 
Discapacidades o personas que deseen servicios de traducción (libre de costo) debe de contactarse con 
Grace Scigousky al 941-359-5772 o enviar un correo electrónico a grace@mympo.org por lo menos con 
siete (7) días de adelanto. 

mailto:grace@mympo.org
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Appendix A: Sarasota/Manatee MPO Title VI Complaint Form (English) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page is left intentionally blank 



 

Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization 
Title VI Program and Related Statutes Discrimination Complaint 

Complainant(s) Name: Complainant(s) Address (Street No, P.O. Box, City, State, Zip Code): 

Complainant(s) Phone Number: 

Name of person(s) who allegedly discriminated against you, their position (if known), and name of agency: 

Address (Street No, P.O. Box, Etc.) City, State, Zip Code: 

Date of Alleged Incident: 

Discrimination Because Of: 

 Race  Retaliation 

 Sex  Familial Status 

 Religion  Color 

 National Origin  Age 

 Disability  Income Status 

 Other   

Please list the name(s) and phone number(s) of any person, if known, that the Sarasota/Manatee MPO could contact for 
additional information to support or clarify you allegation(s). 

Please explain as clearly as possible how, why, when and where you believe you were discriminated against. Include as much 
background information as possible about the alleged acts of discrimination. Additional Pages may be attached if needed. 

Complainant(s) Signature: Date of Signature: 

Mail to: Grace Scigousky, Public Involvement Coordinator, Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization, 
8100 15th Street East, Sarasota, Florida 34243 



 

Appendix B: Sarasota/Manatee MPO Título VI Formulario de Queja (Español) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

La página se deja intencionalmente en blanco 
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SARASOTA/MANATEE METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION’S PROGRAMA DE 
TÍTULO VI Y OTROS ESTATUTOS 
QUEJAS DE DISCRIMINACIÓN 

 
NOMBRE TELÉFONO 

Dirección Postal (No. Calle, P.O. Box, Etc.) Ciudad, Estado, Código Postal 

Nombre(s) de la(s) Persona(s) quien discriminó en tu contra, Posición (si conoces) y el 
Nombre de la Agencia: 

Dirección (No. Calle) Ciudad, Estado, Código Postal 

Fecha del incidente alegado: 
Discriminación por: 

□ Raza 

□ Represalias 

□ Sexo 

□ Estatus Familial 

□ Religión 

□ Color 

□ Origen Nacional 

□ Edad 

□ Disabilidad 

Explique lo sucedido y como discriminarón en su contra, en la parte de atrás del 
formulario. Por favor, sea lo más breve posible. Recuerde explicar como otras 
personas fueron tratadas diferente a ti. Puedes incluir cualquier material escrito 
referente a tú caso. 

 
 
 

Firma:   
 

Fecha:   
 
 

Envialo a: Grace Scigousky, Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning 
Organization 8100 15th Street East, Sarasota, Florida 34243 



 

Appendix C: Sarasota/Manatee MPO ADA Complaint Form 
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Sarasota/Manatee MPO 
Americans with Disabilities (ADA) 

Complaint Form 
 

Complainant’s Name   Date  
 

Complainant’s Address   
 
 
 

Telephone Number  Cell (Not required)   
 

Date of Alleged Incident/Issue   

Location of Alleged Incident/Issue 

 

Summary of Complaint (Attach additional sheets, if necessary.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Complainant’s 
Signature Date  

 

Received By (Print Name)   Date   
 

ADA Coordinator’s Signature   Date   
 
 

Adopted for use: February 26, 2007 



 

Appendix D: Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) Statement and Assurances 
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44 



 

Florida Department of Transportation 
MPO JOINT CERTIFICATION 

STATEMENT & ASSURANCES 
 
 

TITLE VI/ NONDISCRIMINATION POLICY STATEMENT 
 

Pursuant to Section 9 of US DOT Order 1050.2A, the Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan 
Planning Organization assures the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) that no 
person shall on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, disability, family or religious 
status, as provided by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Civil Rights Restoration Act 
of 1987 and the Florida Civil Rights Act of 1992 and other nondiscrimination authorities be 
excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise subjected to 
discrimination or retaliation under any program or activity. 

 
The Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization further assures FDOT that it will 
undertake the following with respect to its programs and activities: 

 
1. Designate a Title VI Liaison that has a responsible position within the organization and 

access to the Recipient's Chief Executive Officer. 
2. Issue a policy statement signed by the Chief Executive Officer, which expresses its 

commitment to the nondiscrimination provisions of Title VI. The policy statement shall 
be circulated throughout the Recipient's organization and to the general public. Such 
information shall be published where appropriate in languages other than English. 

3. Insert the clauses of Appendices A and E of this agreement in every contract subject 
to the Acts and the Regulations. 

4. Develop a complaint process and attempt to resolve complaints of discrimination 
against sub-recipients. Complaints against the Recipient shall immediately be 
forwarded to the FDOT District Title VI Coordinator. 

5. Participate in training offered on Title VI and other nondiscrimination requirements. 
6. If reviewed by FDOT or USDOT, take affirmative action to correct any deficiencies found 

within a reasonable time period, not to exceed ninety (90) calendar days. 
7. Have a process to collect racial and ethnic data on persons impacted by your agency's 

programs. 
 

THIS ASSURANCE is given in consideration of and for the purpose of obtaining any and all 
federal funds, grants, loans, contracts, properties, discounts or other federal financial 
assistance under all programs and activities and is binding. The person whose signature 
appears below is authorized to sign this assurance on behalf of the Recipient. 

 
 
 

By:  
Mayor Shirley Groover Bryant 
MPO Chair 

 t-f  C1.?);J, OJ._'c)  
Date 
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Appendix E: Commonly Used Transportation Definitions and Acronyms 
AA Alternatives Analysis CRA Community Redevelopment Agency 

AADT Annual Average Daily Traffic CTC Community Transit/Transportation Coordinator 
ADA Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 CTD Commission for the Transportation 

Disadvantaged 
AFV Alternative Fuel Vehicles CUTR Center for Urban Transportation Research 

AMDA Application for Master Development 
Approval 

DB Design-Build 

AMPO Association of Metropolitan Planning 
Organizations 

DBE Disadvantaged Business Enterprise 

APTA American Public Transit Administration DCA Department of Community Affairs 
ATIS Advanced Traveler Information System DOPA Designated Official Planning Agency 

ATMS Advanced Traffic Management System DOT Department of Transportation 
ATPPL Alternative Transportation in Parks and 

Public Lands 
DRC Developments Review Committee 

AVL Automatic Vehicle Location System DRI Development of Regional Impact 
AVO Average Vehicle Occupancy EA Environmental Assessment 
AVR Average Vehicle Ridership EAR Evaluation and Appraisal Report 

BACS Bay Area Commuter Services EEO Equal Employment Opportunity 
BEBR Bureau of Economics and Business 

Research 
EIS Environmental Impact Statement 

BPTAC Bicycle, Pedestrians, Trails Advisory 
Committee 

EJ Environmental Justice 

BMS Bridge Management Systems EPA Environmental Protection Agency 
BOCC Board of County Commissioners ETDM Efficient Transportation Decision Making 
BRT Bus Rapid Transit FAA Federal Aviation Administration 

CAA & 
CAAA 

Clean Air Act and Clean Air Act 
Amendments of 1990 

FAC Florida Administrative Code 

CAN Citizens Advisory Network FAP Federal Aid Program 
CAD Computer Aided Design FCTD Florida Commission for the Transportation 

Disadvantaged 
CAN Citizens Advisory Network FDOT Florida Department of Transportation 

CAMP Corridor Access Management Plan FHWA Federal Highway Administration 
CAP Capital Grant FIHS Florida Interstate Highway System 
CBD Central Business District FPTA Florida Public Transportation Administration 
CEI Construction Engineer Inspection FS Florida Statutes 

CEMP Comprehensive Emergency Management 
Plan 

FSUTMS Florida Standard Urban Transportation Modeling 
Structure 

CFR Code of Federal Regulations FTA Federal Transit Administration 
CIA Community Impact Assessment FTP Florida Transportation Plan 
CIE Capital Improvements Element FY Fiscal Year 
CIP Capital Improvement Plan GIS Geographic Information System 

CMA Critical Movement Analysis GPC General Planning Consultant 
CMAQ Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality 

Improvement Program 
HOT High Occupancy Trail 

CMP Congestion Management Process HOV High Occupancy Vehicle 
CMR Congestion Management Report HUD U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 

Development 
CMMS Congestion Mobility Management System HWY Highway 
CMS Concurrency Management System I- Interstate 
CR County Road ICE Intergovernmental Coordination Element 
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ILA Interlocal Agreement RLI Request for Letter of Intent 
IJR Interchange Justification Report ROW Right-of-Way 
ITE Institute of Transportation Engineers RPC Regional Planning Council: Tampa Bay and 

Southwest Florida 
ITS Intelligent Transportation System RR Railroad 
JPA Joint Participation Agreement SAFETEA-LU Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient 

Transportation Equity Act - A Legacy for Users 
LCB Local Coordinating Board SCAT Sarasota County Area Transit 
LF Local Funds SEIR State Environment Impact Report 

LOS Level of Service SR State Road 
LGCP Local Government Comprehensive Plan SIB State Infrastructure Bank 
LRT Light Rail Transit SIS Strategic Intermodal System 

LRTP Long Range Transportation Plan SRPP Strategic Regional Policy Plan 
LUAM Land Use Allocation Model SRQ Sarasota Bradenton International Airport 
MCAT Manatee County Area Transit STIP State Transportation Improvement Program 
MG Minimum Guarantee TAC Technical Advisory Committee 
MIS Major Investment Study TBARTA Tampa Bay Regional Transportation Authority 
M&O Maintenance and Operations TCSP Transportation and Community and Systems 

Preservation Pilot Program 
MOA Memorandum of Agreement TD Transportation Disadvantaged 
MOU Memorandum of Understanding TDLCB Transportation Disadvantaged Local 

Coordinating Board 
MPO Metropolitan Planning Organization TDM Transportation (Travel) Demand 

Management 
MPOAC Metropolitan Planning Organization 

Advisory Council 
TDP Transit Development Plan 

MPUD Master Plan Unit Development TDSP Transportation Disadvantaged Service Plan 
MSTU Municipal Service Taxing Unit TE Transportation Enhancements 
NAFTA North America Free Trade Agreement TEA-21 Transportation Equity Act for the 21st 

Century 
NEPA National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 T/E Grant Trip/Equipment Grant 
NHS National Highway System TEA Transportation Enhancement Application 
NOI Notice of Intent TELUS Transportation Economic and Land Use 

System 
NS/EW North South/East West TIM Traffic Incident Management Team 

NTC Neighborhood Transit Centers TIP Transportation Improvement Program 
OMB Office of Management and Budget TMA Transportation Management Association 
PD&E Project Development and Environment 

Study 
TMA Transportation Management Area 

PE Preliminary Engineering TOD Transit Oriented Development 
PEA Planning Emphasis Area TRB Transportation Research Board 
PIP Public Involvement Plan TRIP Transportation Regional Incentive Program 
PPP Public Participation Plan TSM&O Transportation Systems Management and 

Operations 
PMS Pavement Management System UPWP Unified Planning Work Program 
PTMS Public Transportation Facilities and 

Equipment Management System 
USDOT United States Department of Transportation 

P&R Park and Ride USEPA United States Environmental Protection 
Agency 

PTO Public Transportation Organization V/C Volume to Capacity Ration 
RFP Request for Proposal VHT Vehicle Hours Traveled 
RFQ Request for Qualifications VMT Vehicles Miles Traveled 
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Appendix F: List of Coordinating Parties to Develop the Public Participation Plan 
MPO Governing Board 
Commissioner Liz Alpert, 2021 Chair 
Commissioner Vanessa Baugh, 2021 Vice Chair 

 

Island Transportation Planning Organization (ITPO 
(Anna Maria, & Holmes Beach, Bradenton Beach) 
Mayor Judy Titsworth 

 
City of Bradenton 
Mayor Gene Brown 
Councilman Bill Sanders 

 
Town of Longboat Key 
Commissioner Jack Daly 

 
Manatee County 
Commissioner Vanessa Baugh 
Commissioner Misty Servia 
Commissioner Kevin Van Ostenbridge 

 
City of North Port 
Vice Mayor Pete Emrich 
Commissioner Barbara Langdon 

City of Palmetto 
Mayor Shirley Groover Bryant 

 
City of Sarasota 
Commissioner Liz Alpert 
Vice Mayor Erik Arroyo 

 
Sarasota County 
Commissioner Nancy Detert 
Commissioner Ron Cutsinger 
Commissioner Christian Ziegler 

 
Sarasota-Manatee Airport Authority 
Commissioner Carlos Beruff 

 
City of Venice 
Councilmember Joe Neunder 

 
NON-VOTING/Advisory: 
Florida Department of Transportation District One 
Secretary L.K. Nandam 
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Technical Advisory Committee 
Maika Arnold, 2021 Chair 
Paula Wiggins, 2021 Vice Chair 
Manatee County 
Manatee Co. School Board 
Gary Sawyer 
Building and Development Services 
VACANT 
Manatee County Area Transit 
Jonathan Roberson 
Public Works 
Clarke Davis 
Nelson Galeano 
Sarasota County 
Planning & Development Services 
Brett Harrington 
Sarasota Co. School Board–Planning Department 
Micki Ryan 
Public Works- Transportation Planning 
Paula Wiggins 
Kwamena Sankah 
Sarasota County Area Transit 
Sarah Blanchard 
City of Bradenton 
Planning Department 
VACANT 
Public Works Department 
Kim Clayback 
Town of Longboat Key 
Public Works Department 
Isaac Brownman 
Planning, Zoning & Building 
Maika Arnold 
City of Palmetto 
Dept. of Public Works Eng. 
Mohammed (Moe) Rayan 
Dept. Public Works Planning & Zoning 
Karla Owens 
City of Sarasota 
Transportation Engineering Division 
Alexandrea DavisShaw 
Planning Department 
Colleen McGue 

 
 
 

City of Venice 
Engineering Department 
Kathleen Weeden 
Planning & Zoning Dept. 
Jeff Shrum 
City of North Port 
Public Works/Engineering 
Ben Newman 
Neighborhood Development Services – Planning 
& Zoning Division 
Nicole Galehouse 
Island Transportation Planning Organization 
City of Holmes Beach 
Lynn Burnett 
Aviation 
Sarasota-Bradenton Authority 
Kent Bontrager 
Seaport 
Manatee County Port Auth. 
George Isiminger 
ADVISORY MEMBER AGENCIES (non-voting) 
Manatee County 
Environmental Mgmt. Dept. 
None Designated 
Sarasota County 
Environmental Protection Division 
Michael Storino 
Regional 
SWFRPC 
Nichole Gwinnett 
TBRPC 
Sean Sullivan 
Tampa Bay Regional Transit Authority (TBARTA) 
TBARTA 
Brian Pessaro 
Florida Department of Transportation 
District One 
Jesten Abraham 
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Citizen Advisory Network 
Doug Christy, 2021 Chair 
Jeffery Orenstein, 2021 Vice Chair 

 
MANATEE COUNTY 
Anne Ross (AL) 
Gerald Noeske (AL) 
Jordan Leep (UNINC) 
Keenan Wooten (AL-M) 
Stephen Boyes (AL-D) 
Jeffrey Orenstein (UNINC) 
Alyssa Gay (AL) 
Vacant At Large 
Vacant Unincorporated 

 
SARASOTA COUNTY 
James Schmidt (AL) 
Jeremy Whatmough (UNINC) 
Doug Christy (AL) 
Kafi Benz (UNINC) 
Mickey Hopkins (AL) 
Danielle O’Donnell (AL-Disabled) 
Travis Wathen (AL) 
Vacant Unincorporated Minority 

 
CITY OF BRADENTON 
Darin Autrey 
Vacant 

TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 
Jack Wilson 

 
CITY OF PALMETTO 
Bob Gause 

 
CITY OF SARASOTA 
Eileen Normile 
John Teran 

 
CITY OF VENICE 
Alice Harber 

 
ITPO 
Sara Calhoun 

 
CITY OF NORTH PORT 
Vacant 
Vacant 

 
STATE - FDOT 
Jesten Abraham 

 
UNINC – Unincorporated County 
AL – At Large 
AL-M – At Large representing minorities 
AL-D – At Large representing people with disabilities 

 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
FHWA Liaison 
Carlos Gonzales 

 
FHWA Civil Rights Coordinator 
Carey Shepherd 
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Appendix G: Public Comments on the DRAFT Updated Sarasota/Manatee MPO 
Public Participation Plan 
Public Comment Opportunities 2021 
Timeline 

 
April 5 Public Comment Period Opens 

PPP Distributed to Partners 
Press Release Sent to Local Media 
Blog post on MPO Website 

April 6 Sent in Newsletter (Tuesday Traffic Jam) 
April 7 Posted on Social Media Platforms 
April 13 Sent in Newsletter (Tuesday Traffic Jam) 
April 16 Posted on Social Media Platforms 
April 19 Posted on Social Media Platforms 
April 20 Presented at BPTAC 

Sent in Newsletter (Tuesday Traffic Jam) 
April 27 Sent in Newsletter (Tuesday Traffic Jam) 
April 30 Posted on Social Media Platforms 
May 4 Sent in Newsletter (Tuesday Traffic Jam) 
May 7 Posted on Social Media Platforms 
May 10 Presented at TAC, CAN 
May 11 Sent in Newsletter (Tuesday Traffic Jam) 
May 12 Posted on Social Media Platforms 
May 17 Posted on Social Media Platforms 
May 18 Sent in Newsletter (Tuesday Traffic Jam) 
May 19 Comment Period Closes 

Posted on Social Media Platforms 
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Public Comments 
Comments Response 
It’s always good to have a solid ‘snapshot’ of the 
region in the introduction and how it has been 
changed from previous PPP update. This can 
include changes in demographics critical to equity 
measurements and documented outreach to the 
local governments within the MPO boundary, who 
have a closer relationship to the communities. 

We used to have these as separate components, 
but then we consolidated them to one Appendix 
called the Title VI and LEP Plan. 

PPP could benefit by having a toolkit to show how 
the goals and objectives can be achieved by 
empowering local governments. Some examples 
can include: 

• Promoting bicycling and walking as a safe 
alternative to driving. Who will do this and 
how will this be accomplished? The PPP 
offers directions to empower the local 
governments (e.g. Sarasota and Manatee 
Counties, Bradenton, etc.) by instructing us 
to achieve specific objectives related to this 
in regards to our transportation planning 
and interaction with the public. 

• Reusing brownfields and vacant and 
underused parcels, thereby reducing 
pressure to develop on open space and 
agricultural land. Broad land-use and 
development-oriented suggestions can 
encourage local governments to reach 
existing population – strategies could be 
included. Encourage a mix of residential 
and commercial uses for residents and 
visitors regardless of race, ethnicity, or 
income level in the MPO jurisdiction. These 
are just examples. Incorporating 
substantive public input increases the 
likelihood that the public will support the 
direction and provide valuable input. 

This is a good idea but the MPO has a small staff 
that is not able to set those kind of goals and be 
able to meet them, just yet. One of our goals is to 
improve the public involvement process by 
incorporating new tools and strategies so we will 
keep this in mind. 

Identification of events that can be conducted by 
local governments to help achieve the overarching 
goals of the PPP. 

• The MPO is encouraged to reach out to 
Manatee and Sarasota, et. al., to see what 
has worked well and what could be done 
better for public involvement. Although it 
sets out the jurisdictions comprising the 
MPO, it is unclear who the team was 
comprised of in the development of the 
PPP. 

The PPP mentions how we will involve our local 
jurisdictions in developing major planning 
documents such as the LRTP and TIP. The MPO 
develops the PPP based on FHWA and FDOT 
requirements and them it is provided to local 
jurisdictions for questions and comments. 
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Were there any changes in demographics 
(specifically age, race & ethnicity) from the 
previous PPP that is helping redirect approaches? 

It is mentioned in the PPP that we have used our 
demographics to determine EJ locations to better 
engage our underrepresented/underserved 
communities. This is in the Appendix: Title VI and 
LEP Plan 

How will these populations be addressed; Manatee 
County, for example, is in the top crash safety 
quartiles for 65+, 19 and under, and distracted 
driving in the state of Florida. What approaches 
can the PPP provide to address specific issues? 
What issues does Sarasota County have for 
outreach needs? 

We don’t include this in the PPP these strategies 
are being determined as part of the Fatalities and 
Serious Injuries Reduction Plan. 

The social media outreach and distribution 
evaluation are commendable. What are some of 
the key findings from the growth in outreach? 

We had an increase in traffic but a decrease in 
comments. We found that it is easier to maintain 
social media leads and comments using 
PublicInput.com which basically acts as our Social 
Media Bank. 

 

Florida Department of Transportation Comments 
There were no comments from the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT). 

 
Federal Highway Comments 

FHWA Comments (4/29/2021) Response 

It’s the strongest PPP this MPO has produced in my 
time and is notable for its focus on different 
demographics, particularly younger users. Nice local 
pics and far better diversity than we have seen. The 
MPO has a community characteristics inventory, and it 
is easy to see how it was used to examine TIP projects 
and those who are LEP. It would be interesting to hear 
how else the MPO is using demography in project 
prioritization, etc. 

 

Found only two small things worth mentioning. First, I 
could not find the identity of the PI Coordinator listed 
anywhere in the plan (I could have overlooked it). 
Second, I think the link to the Plan should be on the 
Outreach page of the website. Again, I could not find 
the PPP that way. I used the library to pull it up. By the 
way, I love dividing the programs by the M – P – O 
acronym. Clever 

Added the Public Involvement Point of Contact 
on the back of the cover page. 

 
Added Important Links to the Outreach page 
on the website. 

Cover Page: Can members of the public participate 
virtually or view TAC or Policy meetings? 

Yes, it is noted in the Committee Section of 
the document that meetings can be 
livestreamed to maximize public engagement. 

Page 6, second paragraph: Perhaps consider using this 
link: 23 Part 450-(e-CFR) 

Replaced link on page 6. 

Page 11-15: Much information, many techniques. The 
MPO also has various committees, Advisory Groups, a 
Task Force and the CAN (Item on page 11 - Perhaps 
highlight this in the main doc instead of Appendix A). 
Proactive Participation / Two-way communication. 

 

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=4858d5b8352a3532d5e2481c0fb762d5&mc=true&node=pt23.1.450&rgn=div5
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Page 12 –Any other “Project Specific” activities with 
FDOT or any City? 

Included link to projects page to show how 
Newsletters are used. 

Page 15: Virtual Meeting Technology (E.O. Reversed?) The E.O. is used as an example only. This 
highlights the spontaneity of states of 
emergency and highlights when a good use of 
using virtual meeting technology in lieu of in 
person meetings. 

Pg. 7: 7 days prior to meetings –Public Policy 
Statement… “Public notice given seven (7) days prior to 
the meeting.” - How do you distribute meeting & 
opportunity to comment msg. 

 
Pg. 8: #7“… 10-day comment period for amendments 
& LRTP, TIP, TDP, or other plans… 

The distribution of meetings and opportunities 
is explained in different sections of the PPP. 

 
 
The 10 days is a minimum. Our amendments 
are 14 days whenever possible. 

Page 21: Coordination with local, Regional, Federal… 
Perhaps include a 1-paragraph summary… Pictures are 
great – Perhaps more throughout the Plan from your 
flickr page. to humanize the Plan 

Will consider for the next update 

 
Pg. 22-23: LRTP, LRTP UPWP Adoption (30 days) & 
Amendments (14 days) only published on your 
website? The 14/30-day comment for TIP, UPWP, and 
LRTP (how does the public submit comments)? 

The public submits comments several 
different ways. The exact methods are 
explained in the PPP and each document. 
They can call, mail, email, go to a meeting, 
etc. 

Pg. 26-27 – Big Picture – Public Participation Road 
Map… 

Changed the center bubble to read public 
participation to better describe how public 
participation touches all aspects of 
transportation planning 

Kudos: Public Participation Plan Evaluation (Much 
information. It lays out: recommendations & info, 
collection methods - As well, information & date about 
many committees & task force that provide thoughts, 
ideas, recommendations, comments… Analyses of 
social media & analyses, Media Contacts – Perhaps a 
summary of “How” the input affected decision making. 

 

Pg. 35 of T6 - : (Inclusive PP) How does the MPO 
Specifically reach out and seek out low-income, 
minority, elderly, disabled, LEP ethnic and religious 
groups. // LEP Plan (Appendix B) Data & Maps – 
Superb! 

Included a link to the Public Involvement 
Summary for the Transform 2045 LRTP in the 
Evaluation. 

Appendix A - Complaint form – Title VI & ADA: Is the 
complaint form mentioned in the main document 

Yes, the complaint procedures are detailed in 
the main document with the forms as 
appendices. 

Throughout: Consider highlighting how the TPO actively 
engages the public. 

Included on pg. 5 how the MPO Vision was 
developed with extensive public participation. 

Regulations – 23.CFR Part 450.316 (Primarily) Others: 
450 Parts 210; 216; 316; 318 

 

Appendix H: MPO Recognition Guide 
Email Signature 
Standard 
Employee Name 
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Title 
Sarasota/Manatee MPO 
8100 15th Street East 
Sarasota, Florida 34243 
941-359-5772 
www.mympo.org 
Logo (optional) 
Please note: Florida has a very broad public records law. Most written communications to or from local officials are public records available to 
the public and media upon request. Your email communications may therefore be subject to public disclosure. 

 

Special Event/Public Participation Opportunity 
Employee Name 
Title 
Sarasota/Manatee MPO 
8100 15th Street East 
Sarasota, Florida 34243 
941-359-5772 
www.mympo.org 
Logo (optional) 
(insert public involvement opportunity message here) (e.g. The 2017/18 draft TIP is posted for public 
review until (this date), click here to review and leave comments) 
Please note: Florida has a very broad public records law. Most written communications to or from local officials are public records available to 
the public and media upon request. Your email communications may therefore be subject to public disclosure. 

 
 

MPO Logo and Seal 
 

http://www.mympo.org/
http://www.mympo.org/
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MPO Cobalt 
R: 26 
G: 76 
B: 200 
#1a4cc8 

MPO Flamingo 
R: 213 
G: 47 
B: 77 
#d52f4d 

MPO Limeade 
R: 107 
G: 159 
B: 37 
# 6b9f25 

MPO Heliotrope 
R: 179 
G: 47 
B: 212 
#b32fd4 

MPO Hot Magma 
R: 255 
G: 102 
B: 0 
# ff6600 

MPO Concrete 
R: 69 
G: 69 
B: 81 

Standard Black 
R: 0 
G: 0 
B: 0 

Standard White 
R: 255 
G: 255 
B: 255 

MPO Color Guide 

MPO Colors: Pantone, RGB, Hex 
 

 

 
 

 

MPO Documents: Format and Font 
Title – Franklin Gothic Heavy (20 pt.) 
Heading 1 – Franklin Gothic Book, Bold (16 pt.) 
Heading 2 – Franklin Gothic Book, Bold (14 pt.) 
Heading 3 – Franklin Gothic Book, Bold (12 pt.) 

Tables and Figures – Franklin gothic book medium condensed (14 pt.) 
Normal Text – Franklin Gothic Book 
Callouts – Franklin Gothic Book 

Margins: 

Top: 0.3” 
Left: 0.5” 

Right: 0.5” 
Bottom: 0.3” 
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Sarasota/Manatee MPO 
Map Consistency Guide 

Appendix I: Sarasota/Manatee MPO Map Consistency Guide 
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Title – Franklin Gothic Heavy 
Heading 1 – Franklin Gothic Medium Condensed (13,38,100; #0d2664) 

Heading 2 – Franklin Gothic Book Medium Condensed Margins: 

Tables and Figures – Franklin Gothic Book, Bold Top: 0.3” 

Normal Text – Franklin Gothic Book Left: 0.5” 
Right: 0.5” 

Callouts – Franklin Gothic Book Bottom: 0.3” 

Hyperlink 

MPO Cobalt 
R: 26 
G: 76 
B: 200 

#1a4cc8 

MPO Flamingo 
R: 213 
G: 47 
B: 77 
#d52f4d 

MPO Limeade 
R: 107 
G: 159 
B: 37 
# 6b9f25 

MPO Heliotrope 
R: 179 
G: 47 
B: 212 
#b32fd4 

MPO Hot Magma 
R: 255 
G: 102 
B: 0 
# ff6600 

MPO Concrete 
R: 69 
G: 69 
B: 81 

Standard Black 
R: 0 
G: 0 
B: 0 

Standard White 
R: 255 
G: 255 
B: 255 

Color Guide 
The MPO, via the Public Participation Plan, has adopted color schemes and fonts that need to be kept 
consistent throughout the various plans, documents, graphics, and maps. The colors below contain the 
pantone, RGB, and HEX codes. It is good to note that the transparencies and gradients of these colors may 
be used. 

 

 
 

 

 

Title – Franklin Gothic Heavy (20 pt.) 
Heading 1 – Franklin Gothic Book, Bold (16 pt.) 
Heading 2 – Franklin Gothic Book, Bold (14 pt.) 
Heading 3 – Franklin Gothic Book, Bold (12 pt.) 

Tables and Figures – Franklin gothic book medium condensed (14 pt.) 
Normal Text – Franklin Gothic Book 
Callouts – Franklin Gothic Book 

Hyperlink 

 
 
 
 
 

Margins: 

Top: 0.3” 
Left: 0.5” 

Right: 0.5” 
Bottom: 0.3” 

http://www.mympo.org/
http://www.mympo.org/
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Layout 
The MPO has selected a base layout format for the maps. These will include: 

• Three (3) types of basemaps 
• Symbology preferences 
• Page setup 
• Borders 
• Title 
• Footer 
• Legend 
• North arrow preferences 
• Callout boxes 

 
Basemaps 
There are three (3) types of basemaps that can be used for the MPO maps. 

• Open Streets 
• National Geographic 
• Topographic 

The GIS analyst will determine which basemap is suitable for the specific map based on the type of data 
trying to be displayed. The type of basemap used can also be determined by the scale of the area being 
mapped. 

Page Setup 
All maps need to be in 8.5” X 11” Figure 1 
(Letter Size), 11” X 17”, or 24” X 24” at 
200ppi (Plotter Size). (See Figure 1) Contact 
MPO project lead for more information on 
which map size should be used for the 
project or plan. 

 
Margins need to be at 0.5” from all sides. 
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Symbology 
The MPO will follow industry standards for the lines and points. Polygons will not follow industry standards. 

 
Lines 
Figure 2 shows the different line options for the Figure 2 
type of roadways. Custom lines can be used if the 
style needed is not available, but they must follow 
the MPO’s color guide. 

 
The roadways should include the proper icons for 
Interstates, US routes, and SR routes. As can be 
seen on Appendix B. If the map is too busy, only 
include the I 75 and US 41. GIS analyst can 
decide whether to include all or some of US and 
SR routes. The MPO has three (3) shapefiles with 
I 75, US routes, and SR routes separately that will 
be provided in MPO GIS Theme zip file. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Points 
There are various points available in the symbol selector box. The GIS analyst can select any of the points 
available and use the best type of icon among the variety of options as long as it follows the color guide 
and is kept consistent throughout the map(s). 

 
Polygons 
The symbol selector box for polygons includes various options that can be used by the analyst. This is the 
only feature that will not completely follow industry standards. Proper judgement is needed to determine 
whether to use the industry standards or customize polygons according to color guide and/or 
complementary colors. 

Layout View Setup 
Border 
All of the maps will have a margin border of 1pt size. The color of this border depends on the type of 
performance measure the data is about. Follow the performance measures color guide on page 7. Maps 
that do not fall under performance measures will have MPO Concrete (see page 3) as its default color. 
Appendix A contains a template with the default colors. Appendix B has an example of a map based on 
performance measures 

Title Box 
The title must be at the top of the map inside of a box. The font used for the title will be Franklin Gothic 
Heavy. There is no specific font size for the title. The color of the font must be white or black depending on 
the color of the box making sure that the colors do not clash. The title box must be the same color as the 
border following the color guide based on the performance measure. 
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Footer 
The border of the footer box needs to be the same color as the border and title box. The footer box needs 
to be big enough to include: 

• Sarasota/Manatee MPO logo (found in Appendix C) 
• Scale in miles 
• Date the map was finalized 
• Creator 
• Sources 
• Performance Measures icon, if applicable 

The footer box should include the following disclaimer: 
 

Geographic information provided by the Sarasota/Manatee MPO is for general reference only, is subject to 
change, and is not warranted for any use or purpose. Although efforts have been made to ensure the 
information is accurate and useful, the information contained within may be derived from several sources 
of varying quality and accuracy. Therefore, the Sarasota/Manatee MPO assumes no responsibility for 
errors in the information and does not guarantee that the data are free from errors or inaccuracies. 

 
Go to Appendices A and B for more details. The MPO template will be provided in MPO GIS Theme zip file 
and can be modified based on these guidelines. 

Legend 
The legend will be located on the bottom left of the map, on top of the footer box. The legend’s border will 
follow the border guide on page 5 and it will have a white background. The legend font will be Franklin 
Gothic Book. The size of the font and the features need to be legible. See Appendix A and B for more 
details. 

North Arrow 
Figure 3 As can be seen on Figure 3, ESRI North 2 arrow has been selected as the MPO’s 

North arrow. The North arrow should be placed in the upper left or right corner of the 
map, below the title box. 
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Callout Boxes  
Figure 4  The callout boxes/maps will follow the border guide 

on page 5. Figure 4 shows an example of a map 
containing callout boxes. 

 
The callout boxes need to point to the location. They 
can be placed anywhere on the map as long as it 
does not clutter the map. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Types of Maps 
Performance Measures 
The icons for the performance measures have a specific color assigned to it following the MPO color guide. 
Figure 5 shows all of the performance measures icons and their color guide. The icons will be provided in 
the MPO GIS Theme zip file. The map border color will depend on the type and color of the performance 
measure. The performance measures icon should be located inside of the footer box, on the top right 
corner. See Appendix B for an example on a Safety Performance Measures map and icon placement. 
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Safety and Security 
MPO Hot Magma 

Environment and 
Livability 

MPO Limeade 

Freight and Economy 
MPO Sandy 

R: 214 G:155 B: 63 

Mobility/Congestion/ 
Reliability 

MPO Flamingo 

Infrastructure 
Condition 

MPO Cobalt 

Project Delivery 
MPO Heliotrope 

Figure 5 
 

Heat Maps 
The MPO has selected various color ramps for heat maps and categorical values. Use professional 
judgement to select the color ramp. The analyst can flip the colors as necessary. See Figure 6 for more 
details. 

Figure 6 
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Map Consistency Guide Appendix 
Appendix A: MPO Template 

 

 
Appendix B: Safety Example – 2017 Bicycle and Pedestrian Crashes by Severity 
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Appendix C: MPO logo 
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Appendix J: Legislative Authorities 
Table 1 Federal Requirements 

 

Requirement Description 
1962 Federal-Aid Highway Act The Federal-Aid Highway Act mandated that all urbanized areas with a population greater than 

50,000 establish a continuing, cooperative, and comprehensive (3C) planning process, to be 
eligible to receive U.S. Department of Transportation funding. 

1964 Civil Rights Act and Title VI This act provides in section 601 that: “No person in the United States shall, on the ground of 
race, color, or national origin, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be 
subjected to discrimination under any program or activity receiving Federal Financial 
Assistance.” 

1969 National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) This law requires that any project receiving Federal funds or other Federal approvals (including 
transportation projects) undergo an analysis of potential impacts. It is under the NEPA umbrella 
that social, economic, and environmental impacts and concerns are addressed. 

1974 Federal-Aid Highway Act Changes to the Federal-Aid Highway Act formalized the local planning process further, by 
mandating the creation of a Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for all areas required to 
have a 3C planning process. 

1990 Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), Titles I and V The Americans with Disabilities Act, Titles I and V, prohibits the exclusion of persons with 
disabilities from participation in services, programs, or activities of a public entity, including 
MPOs. In addition, the MPO has the responsibility of providing reasonable accommodation to 
those with disabilities who require special services to access information or participate in MPO 
activities. [42 U.S.C. 12131-12134] 

1991 Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act 
(ISTEA) 

ISTEA introduced a comprehensive approach to address transportation issues by emphasizing 
innovation, intermodalism, and flexibility as well as enhanced stakeholder and public 
involvement. 

Executive Order 12898, Environmental Justice This order was created in 1994 in response to the concerns raised in Title VI. It explains the 
federal government’s commitment to promote environmental justice, which means that everyone 
within the United States deserves equal protection under the country’s laws. The order states 
“each Federal agency shall make achieving environmental justice part of its mission by 
identifying and addressing, as appropriate, disproportionately high and adverse human health or 
environmental effects of its programs, policies, and activities on people with low-income, people 
with Limited English Proficiency (LEP), people who are transit dependent, people of color, older 
adults, and people with all abilities populations and low-income populations.” 

Executive Order 13166, Improving Access to Services for 
Persons with Limited English Proficiency 

This Executive Order stated that individuals who do not speak English well and who have a 
limited ability to read, write, speak, or understand English are entitled to language assistance 
under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 with respect to a type of service, benefit, or 
encounter. It reads in part that “Each Federal agency shall prepare a plan to improve access to 
its federally conducted programs and activities by eligible LEP persons. Each plan shall be 
consistent with the standards set forth in the LEP Guidance and shall include the steps the 
agency will take to ensure that eligible LEP persons can meaningfully access the agency’s 
programs and activities.” 

1998 Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA- 
21) 

TEA-21 expanded the approach started with ISTEA with focus on ensuring environmental justice 
and the involvement of people with low-income, people with Limited English Proficiency (LEP), 
people who are transit dependent, people of color, older adults, and people with all abilities and 
low-income citizens in the planning process. 

2005 Safe, Accountable, Flexible, and Efficient 
Transportation Equity Act – A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA- 
LU) 

SAFETEA-LU carried forward a strong federal emphasis on public involvement programs. 
Included in SAFETEA-LU was the expanded definition of “participation by interested parties” 
which includes groups and individuals who are affected by, or involved with, transportation in the 
region. 

2012 Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act 
(MAP-21) 

MAP-21 was created to update SAFETEA-LU and continues the requirements set in place 
regarding public involvement. MAP-21 is focused on a streamlined and performance-based 
program for multiple modes of transportation building on the programs and policies established 
since 1991. 

2015 Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act The FAST Act mandates that the public participation programs of metropolitan planning 
processes shall include a “proactive public participation process that 
provides complete information, timely public notice, full public access to key decisions, and 
supports early and continuing participation of the public in developing plans and Transportation 
Improvement Programs (TIPs).” Other key highway facts from the FAST Act include: 

o Builds on the program structure and reforms of MAP-21 
o Continued focus on accelerating project delivery 
o Adds a new freight formula and expands freight network 
o Adds a new discretionary program for nationally significant freight and highway 

projects 
o Provides a new tribal self-governance option 

Title 23 CFR 450, Section 450.316 § 450.316 Interested parties, participation, and consultation. 
(a) The MPO shall develop and use a documented participation plan that defines a process for 
providing individuals, affected public agencies, representatives of public transportation 
employees, public ports, freight shippers, providers of freight transportation services, private 
providers of transportation (including intercity bus operators, employer-based commuting 
programs, such as carpool program, vanpool program, transit benefit program, parking cash-out 
program, shuttle program, or telework program), representatives of users of public 
transportation, representatives of users of pedestrian walkways and bicycle transportation 
facilities, representatives of the disabled, and other interested parties with reasonable 
opportunities to be involved in the metropolitan transportation planning process. 

1) The MPO shall develop the participation plan in consultation with all interested parties 
and shall, at a minimum, describe explicit procedures, strategies, and desired 
outcomes for: 
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Requirement Description 
i. Providing adequate public notice of public participation activities and time for 

public review and comment at key decision points, including a reasonable 
opportunity to comment on the proposed metropolitan transportation plan and 
the TIP; 

ii. Providing timely notice and reasonable access to information about 
transportation issues and processes; 

iii. Employing visualization techniques to describe metropolitan transportation plans 
and TIPs; 

iv. Making public information (technical information and meeting notices) available 
in electronically accessible formats and means, such as the World Wide Web; 

v. Holding any public meetings at convenient and accessible locations and times; 
vi. Demonstrating explicit consideration and response to public input received 

during the development of the metropolitan transportation plan and the TIP; 
vii. Seeking out and considering the needs of those traditionally underserved by 

existing transportation systems, such as low-income and people with low-income, 
people with Limited English Proficiency (LEP), people who are transit dependent, 
people of color, older adults, and people with all abilities households, who may 
face challenges accessing employment and other services; 

viii. Providing an additional opportunity for public comment, if the final metropolitan 
transportation plan or TIP differs significantly from the version that was made 
available for public comment by the MPO and raises new material issues that 
interested parties could not reasonably have foreseen from the public 
involvement efforts; 

ix. Coordinating with the statewide transportation planning public involvement and 
consultation processes under subpart B of this part; and (x) Periodically 
reviewing the effectiveness of the procedures and strategies contained in the 
participation plan to ensure a full and open participation process. 

2) When significant written and oral comments are received on the draft metropolitan 
transportation plan and TIP (including the financial plans) as a result of the 
participation process in this section or the interagency consultation process required 
under the EPA transportation conformity regulations (40 CFR part 93, subpart A), a 
summary, analysis, and report on the disposition of comments shall be made as part 
of the final metropolitan transportation plan and TIP. 

3) A minimum public comment period of 45 calendar days shall be provided before the 
initial or revised participation plan is adopted by the MPO. Copies of the approved 
participation plan shall be provided to the FHWA and the FTA for informational 
purposes and shall be posted on the World Wide Web, to the maximum extent 
practicable. 

(b) In developing metropolitan transportation plans and TIPs, the MPO should consult with 
agencies and officials responsible for other planning activities within the MPA that are affected 
by transportation (including State and local planned growth, economic development, tourism, 
natural disaster risk reduction, environmental protection, airport operations, or freight 
movements) or coordinate its planning process (to the maximum extent practicable) with such 
planning activities. In addition, the MPO shall develop the metropolitan transportation plans and 
TIPs with due consideration of other related planning activities within the metropolitan area, and 
the process shall provide for the design and delivery of transportation services within the area 
that are provided by: 

1. Recipients of assistance under title 49 U.S.C. Chapter 53; 
2. Governmental agencies and non-profit organizations (including representatives 

of the agencies and organizations) that receive Federal assistance from a source 
other than the U.S. Department of Transportation to provide non-emergency 
transportation services; and 

3. Recipients of assistance under 23 U.S.C. 201–204. 
(c) When the MPA includes Indian Tribal lands, the MPO shall appropriately involve the Indian 
Tribal government(s) in the development of the metropolitan transportation plan and the TIP. 
(d)When the MPA includes Federal public lands, the MPO shall appropriately involve the Federal 
land management agencies in the development of the metropolitan transportation plan and the 
TIP. 
(e) MPOs shall, to the extent practicable, develop a documented process(es) that outlines roles, 
responsibilities, and key decision points for consulting with other governments and agencies, as 
defined in paragraphs (b), (c), and (d) of this section, which may be included in the agreement(s) 
developed under § 450.314. 
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Table 2 State Requirements 
 

Requirement Description 
Florida Statute 286.011 Government-in-the-Sunshine Law: The Florida Sunshine Law mandates that meetings of the Sarasota/Manatee MPO and its 

committees, workshops, and programs are open to the public. All public records of the Sarasota/Manatee MPO are open for 
inspection and examination at the office of the Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization, 7632 15th Street East, 
Sarasota, Florida on regular business days between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 

Florida Statute 339.175 • In the development of its LRTP, each MPO must provide the public, affected public agencies, representatives of 
transportation agency employees, freight shippers, providers of freight transportation services, private providers of 
transportation, representatives of users of public transit, and other interested parties with a reasonable opportunity 
to comment on the LRTP. [s.339.175(7), F.S.] 

• During the development of the TIP, the MPO must, in cooperation with FDOT and any affected public transit 
operation, provide citizens, affected public agencies, representatives of transportation agency employees, freight 
shippers, providers of freight transportation services, private providers of transportation, representatives of users of 
public transit, and other interested parties with reasonable notice of and an opportunity to comment on the 
proposed program. [s.339.175(8)(e), F.S.] 

• Each MPO annually must prepare a list of project priorities and submit the list to the appropriate FDOT District by 
October 1 of each year. The list must have been reviewed by the technical and citizens’ advisory committees and 
approved by the MPO before submission to the District. The annual list of project priorities must be based upon 
project selection criteria that consider, among other items, the MPO’s public involvement procedures. 
[s.339.175(8)(b)(5), F.S.] 

• The MPO is required annually to publish or otherwise make available for public review the annual listing of projects 
for which Federal funds have been obligated in the preceding year. [s.339.175(8)(h), F.S.] 

• The formation of a technical advisory committee (TAC) and citizens’ advisory committee (CAC) are required pursuant 
to s.339.175(6)(d), F.S. and s.339.175(6)(e), F.S. 

o As an alternative to the use of a CAC, Florida Statute provides provisions for MPOs to adopt an alternate 
program or mechanism that ensures adequate citizen involvement in the transportation planning process 
following approval by FHWA, FTA, and FDOT. MPOs may also consider additional standing committees as a 
public involvement activity to address specific needs, such as bicyclists, pedestrians, and multiuse trails, 
safety, goods/freight movement, etc. MPOs must address and include their committee activities in the 
PPP; and are encouraged to detail how the schedule for meetings, agenda packages, and actions of the 
committees will be communicated with the public and how the public can participate in those meetings. 

Florida Statute 1012.465 Jessica Lunsford Act: The Jessica Lunsford Act requires background checks of all persons entering school grounds when 
children are present. MPOs should consult legal counsel before planning to hold a meeting on school property. 
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