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Purpose 
Each year, the District and the MPO must jointly certify the metropolitan transportation planning 
process as described in 23 C.F.R. §450.336. The joint certification begins in January. This allows 
time to incorporate recommended changes into the Draft Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP). 
The District and the MPO create a joint certification package that includes a summary of 
noteworthy achievements by the MPO and, if applicable, a list of any recommendations and/or 
corrective actions. The District will include the signed joint certification package in its submittal of 
the Final UPWP, which is due no later than June 1.  

Although the MPO develops and adopts a two-year UPWP, the MPO’s certification must still occur 
annually. During those years when no UPWP is being adopted (i.e., year 1), the District and MPO 
will still do the certification review in January, albeit as a stand-alone process. The certification 
package and statement must be submitted to Central Office, Office of Policy Planning (OPP) no 
later than June 1. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=713f0f14d1bc99b15878c7759d1c7bdb&mc=true&node=se23.1.450_1336&rgn=div8
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Certification Process 
Please read and answer each question using the checkboxes to provide a “yes” or “no.” Below 
each set of checkboxes is a box where a justification for each answer is to be inserted. The 
justification given must be in adequate detail to explain the question. Determining “adequate detail” 
is at the discretion of the MPO Liaison conducting the Certification. Please add a justification for 
every answer where a box exists.  

Since all of Florida’s MPOs adopt a new Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) annually 
many of the questions related to the TIP adoption process have been removed from this 
certification, as these questions have been addressed during review of the draft TIP and after 
adoption of the final TIP.  

Please attach any correspondence or comments related to the draft or final TIP, and the 
TIP checklist used by Central Office and the District, as an appendix to this certification 
report.  

As with the TIP, many of the questions related to the Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) and 
Long-Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) have been removed from this certification document, as 
these questions are included in the process of reviewing and adopting the UPWP and LRTP.  

If the MPO has adopted a new UPWP or LRTP during the year covered by this certification, 
please attach any correspondence or comments related to the draft or final UPWP or LRTP, 
and any related checklists used by Central Office and the District, as an appendix to this 
certification report. 

Note: This Certification has been designed as an entirely electronic document and includes 
interactive form fields and checkboxes. Section 12: Attachments allows you to embed any 
attachments to the certification, including the MPO Joint Certification Statements and Assurances 
document that must accompany the completed Certification report.  

Please use the electronic form fields to fill out the Statements and Assurances document, 
and then print it. Once all of the appropriate parties sign the Statements and Assurances, 
scan it and attach it to the completed Certification in Section 12: Attachments.

https://fms.fdot.gov/Anonymous/SendDocumentToClient?documentId=1779


FDOT Joint Certification 525-010-05 
POLICY PLANNING 

11/17 

 

 
 

 Office of Policy Planning  3 

Risk Assessment Process 
Section 5: Finances and Invoicing is intended to satisfy the Risk Assessment requirements 
described in 2 CFR §200.331. These questions will be quantified using a point scale to assign a 
level of risk for each MPO, which will be updated annually during the Joint certification process. 
The results of the MPO Risk Assessment will determine the minimum frequency of which the 
MPO’s supporting documentation for their invoices is reviewed by FDOT District Liaisons for the 
upcoming year. The frequency of review, based on the level of risk is below:  

 

 

 

 

Risk Assessment: Certification Year vs. Monitoring 

http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?n=se2.1.200_1331
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Section 1: MPO Overview 
1. Does the MPO have up-to-date agreements such as the interlocal agreement that creates the 

MPO, the intergovernmental coordination and review agreement; and any other applicable 
agreements? Please list all agreements and dates that they need to be readopted.  
 [23 C.F.R. 450.314 (a) and (e)] 

Please Check:  Yes   No  
The Sarasota/Manatee MPO has current standing agreements as follows: 
 
Interlocal Agreement for Administrative Services By and Between Manatee County 
Government and the Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization (December, 
2002).  Auto Renews year to year 
Interlocal Agreement for Joint Regional Transportation Planning and Coordination 
between the Sarasota/Manatee and Charlotte County-Punta Gorda MPOs (New/Revised 
January 22, 2018)  If necessary, every 5 years 
Interlocal Agreement for Regional Transportation Planning and Coordination in West 
Central Florida (3rd Revision, Recorded June 29, 2015)  As necessary 
Intergovernmental Coordination and Review and Public Transportation Coordinating 
Joint Participation Agreement (June, 2015)  As necessary 
Interlocal Agreement for the Creation of the Sarasota/Manatee MPO, Transportation 
Planning Funds Joint Participation Agreement (June, 2016)  Auto Renews every 5 years  

 
2. Does the MPO coordinate the planning of projects that cross MPO boundaries with the other 

MPO(s)?  
[23 C.F.R. 450.314(e)] 

Please Check:  Yes   No  
The Sarasota/Manatee MPO is an active member of numerous regional planning entities 
that coordinate transportation planning and projects with adjacent MPOs in West Central 
Florida.  By Florida Statute it is a member of the Chairs Coordinating Committee of West 
Central Florida (CCC) which includes, through a formal Interlocal Agreement and Bylaws, 
a Board of elected MPO officials and the MPO Directors and representing 
Sarasota/Manatee, Hillsborough, Pinellas, Pasco, Hernando, Polk MPOs and Citrus 
County.  The CCC engages in the following: 
 Coordinating transportation projects deemed to be regionally significant; 
 Reviewing the impact of regionally significant land use decisions on the region; 
 Reviewing all proposed regionally significant transportation projects in the 
respective Transportation Improvement Programs which affect more than one of the 
MPOs; and 
 Instituting a conflict resolution process to address any conflict that may arise in the 
planning and programming of regionally significant projects. 
 

http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=e9f2e5c94808856521cfa75f34a963c0&mc=true&node=sp23.1.450.c&rgn=div6#se23.1.450_1314
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?SID=e9f2e5c94808856521cfa75f34a963c0&mc=true&node=sp23.1.450.c&rgn=div6#se23.1.450_1314
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To ensure that regional transportation planning is occurring in Sarasota, Manatee and 
Charlotte Counties, the Sarasota/Manatee and Charlotte County-Punta Gorda MPO have 
recently revised their formal Interlocal Agreement for Joint Regional Transportation 
Planning and Coordination which includes: 
 Transportation Model Coordination; 
 Regional Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) Component; and 
 Regional Project Priorities including TRIP and Regional Trails programs 
 
The five MPOs in FDOT District One - Polk, Charlotte, Lee, Collier and 
Sarasota/Manatee - have organized the Coordinated Urban Transportation Studies 
(CUTS) group.  Its members include all the MPO Directors who meet every quarter with 
FDOT District One staff to collaborate and coordinate on regional planning, projects and 
issues.  Also, per Florida Law and Policy, the MPO annually coordinates and negotiates 
a Transportation Regional Incentive Program (TRIP) and Regional Trails Program with 
Polk TPO and separately with Charlotte MPO. 

 
3. Does the MPO planning process provide for consideration of the 10 Planning Factors?  

[23 U.S.C. 134(h); 23 C.F.R. 450.306(a)] 

Please Check:  Yes   No  
Consideration of the planning factors and planning emphasis areas are described in the 
MPO’s Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP), in the MPO’s 2040 Long Range 
Transportation Plan (LRTP) page 1-2, and in the MPO’s Unified Planning Work Program 
(UPWP). The MPO incorporates consideration of these factors throughout the scope of 
the planning process, and specifically identifies these factors in its project prioritization 
process. 
(1) Support the economic vitality of the metropolitan area, especially by enabling global 
competitiveness, productivity, and efficiency;  
(2) Increase the safety of the transportation system for motorized and non-motorized 
users;  
(3) Increase the security of the transportation system for motorized and non-motorized 
users;  
(4) Increase accessibility and mobility of people and freight;  
(5) Protect and enhance the environment, promote energy conservation, improve the 
quality of life, and promote consistency between transportation improvements and State 
and local planned growth and economic development patterns;  
(6) Enhance the integration and connectivity of the transportation system, across and 
between modes, for people and freight;  
(7) Promote efficient system management and operation;  
(8) Emphasize the preservation of the existing transportation system;  
(9) Improve the resiliency and reliability of the transportation system and reduce or 
mitigate stormwater impacts of surface transportation; and  
(10) Enhance travel and tourism.  

 

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/USCODE-2011-title23/pdf/USCODE-2011-title23-chap1-sec134.pdf
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?SID=e9f2e5c94808856521cfa75f34a963c0&mc=true&node=sp23.1.450.c&rgn=div6#se23.1.450_1306
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4. Are the transportation plans and programs of the MPO based on a continuing, comprehensive, 
and cooperative process?  
[23 C.F.R. 450.300 (a)] 

Please Check:  Yes   No  
The Sarasota/Manatee MPO strives to develop and implement all its transportation plans 
and programs based on a continuing, comprehensive, and cooperative (3C) process, as 
described on the MPO Website: https://www.mympo.org/about-the-sarasota-manatee-
mpo. 

 
5. Does the MPO have an up-to-date congestion management process?  

[339.175 (6)(c)(1) F.S.] 

Please Check:  Yes   No   N/A  
The Sarasota/Manatee MPO recently produced a CMP update/State of the System 
report for 2015-2016 and is in the process of updating the CMP which is scheduled to be 
completed by November 2018. (https://www.mympo.org/documents.)  The new CMP will 
address and incorporate new performance measures mandated in MAP-21. 

 
6. Does the MPO have a documented Public Participation Plan that defines a process in sufficient 

detail for members of the public to have reasonable opportunity to participate in the planning 
process? 
[23 C.F.R. 450.316 (a)] 

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp=&SID=66db6ad1ccd5366d9249d3e37fb73f18&mc=true&n=sp23.1.450.c&r=SUBPART&ty=HTML#se23.1.450_1300
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=0300-0399/0339/Sections/0339.175.html
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?gp=&SID=66db6ad1ccd5366d9249d3e37fb73f18&mc=true&n=sp23.1.450.c&r=SUBPART&ty=HTML#se23.1.450_1316
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Please Check:  Yes   No  
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The Sarasota/Manatee MPO's Public Participation Plan was adopted on October 23, 
2017. The PPP defines a process in sufficient detail for members of the public to have 
reasonable opportunities to participate in the transportation planning process. As stated 
in the Sarasot/Manatee MPO PPP under the Public Participation Process section, 
"During the public participation process, the Sarasota/Manatee MPO will strive to: 
1. Provide timely information about transportation issues and processes to citizens, 
affected public agencies, representatives of transportation agencies, private providers of 
transportation, other interested parties and segments of the community affected by 
transportation plans, programs and projects (including but not limited to local jurisdiction 
concerns). 
2. Provide reasonable public access to technical and policy information used in the 
development of the Long-Range Transportation Plan (LRTP), the Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP), and other appropriate transportation plans and projects, 
and conduct open public meetings where matters related to transportation programs are 
considered. 
3. Give adequate public notice of public participation activities and allow time for 
public review and comment at key decision points, including, but not limited to, approval 
of the LRTP, the TIP, and other appropriate transportation plans and projects. If the final 
draft of any transportation plan differs significantly from the one available for public 
comment by the MPO and raises new material issues which interested parties could not 
reasonably have foreseen, an additional opportunity for public comment on the revised 
plan will be made available. 
4. Respond in writing to all applicable public input. When significant written and oral 
comments are received on the draft transportation plan (including the financial plan) as a 
result of the public participation process or the interagency consultation process required 
under the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency conformity regulations, a summary, 
analysis, and report on the disposition of comments will be made part of the final plan. 
5. Solicit the needs of those underserved by existing transportation systems, 
including, but not limited to, people with low-income, people with Limited English 
Proficiency (LEP), people who are transit dependent, people of color, older adults, and 
people with all abilities. MAP- 21 requires that the MPO provide reasonable opportunities 
for affected public agencies, representatives of public transportation employees, freight 
shippers, providers of freight transportation services, private providers of transportation, 
representatives of users of public transportation, representatives of users of pedestrian 
walkways and bicycle transportation facilities, representatives of the disabled, and other 
interested parties with a reasonable opportunity to comment on the transportation 
planning process via 23 U.S.C. 104(d)1. 
6. Provide a public comment period of 45 calendar days prior to the adoption of the 
Public Participation Plan and/ or any amendments. Notice of the 45-day comment period 
will be advertised in two newspapers of general circulation, people with low-income, 
people with Limited English Proficiency (LEP), people who are transit dependent, people 
of color, older adults, and people with all abilities community newspapers, and various 
other publications prior to the commencement of the 45-day comment period and on both 
the Manatee County and Sarasota County Government Access Television Channels. 
Notice will also be mailed to the entire MPO mailing/email list prior to the commencement 
of the 45- day comment period. 
7. Provide a public comment period of 30 calendar days prior to adoption of the 
LRTP, TIP, and/or Transit Development Plan (TDP). 
8. Provide a public comment period of not less than 10 days for any formal 
amendments or updates to the LRTP, TIP, TDP, and other appropriate transportation 
plans and projects. For purposes of defining formal amendments the definition will be any 
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changes to the project scope, project costs exceeding fifty percent (50%) and resulting in 
an increase of $1.5 million of the original estimated federal costs, project physical limits 
or project termini.  Informal amendments are defined as administrative amendments that 
include, but are not limited to, changing typeface, formatting, pictures, and updating staff 
members and their responsibilities. 
9. Coordinate the public participation plan with statewide and regional public 
participation processes wherever possible to enhance public consideration of the issues, 
plans and programs, to minimize redundancies and costs.  

 
7. Has the MPO recently reviewed its Public Participation Plan? If so, when? 

[23 C.F.R. 450.316 (a)(1)(x)] 

Please Check:  Yes   No  
The Sarasota/Manatee MPO's Public Participation Plan was reviewed, updated, available 
for public comment, and then adopted on October 23, 2017.  

 
8. Was the Public Participation Plan made available for public review for at least 45 days before 

adoption?  
[23 C.F.R. 450.316(a)(3)] 

Please Check:  Yes   No  
The Public Participation Plan was available for public comment on August 29, 2017 
through October 15, 2017. The PPP was adopted by the MPO Board on October 23, 
2017.  Public comments are recorded and included as an appendix to the document. 

 
9. Does the MPO utilize one of the methods of procurement identified in 2 C.F.R. 200.320 (a-f)? 

[2 C.F.R. 200.320] 

Please Check:  Yes   No  
 The MPO is provided support services in the same manner as provided to Manatee 
County Departments as noted in the Interlocal Agreement for Administrative Services.   

 
10. Does the MPO maintain sufficient records to detail the history of procurement? These records 

will include, but are not limited to: rationale for the method of procurement, selection of contract 
type, contractor selection or rejection, and the basis for the contract price.  

Note: this documentation is required by 2 C.F.R. 200.324 (a) to be available upon request by the Federal awarding 

agency, or pass-through entity when deemed necessary.  

[2 C.F.R. 200.318 (i)] 

Please Check:  Yes   No  

https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/USCODE-2013-title42/html/USCODE-2013-title42-chap85-subchapI-partD-subpart1-sec7504.htm?gp=&SID=66db6ad1ccd5366d9249d3e37fb73f18&mc=true&n=sp23.1.450.c&r=SUBPART&ty=HTML#se23.1.450_1316
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp=&SID=66db6ad1ccd5366d9249d3e37fb73f18&mc=true&n=sp23.1.450.c&r=SUBPART&ty=HTML#se23.1.450_1316
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-2013-title23-vol1/pdf/CFR-2013-title23-vol1-sec200-9.pdf?node=2:1.1.2.2.1#sg2.1.200_1316.sg3
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?node=2:1.1.2.2.1#sg2.1.200_1316.sg3
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?node=2:1.1.2.2.1#sg2.1.200_1316.sg3
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The MPO keeps any and all information for reference in the future if needed.  All backup 
relating to procurement or consultant services is provided to the Procurement Office and 
the Finance Department. 

 
11. Does the MPO have any intergovernmental or inter-agency agreements in place for 

procurement or use of goods or services?  
[2 C.F.R. 200.318 (e)] 

Please Check:  Yes   No  
Please see the Interlocal Agreement for Administrative Services and Section 3 d. of the 
Procedures for Contracting Professional Services dated February 1, 1995. 

 
12. Does the MPO have methods in place to maintain oversight to ensure that consultants or 

contractors are performing work in accordance with the terms, conditions and specifications of 
their contracts or work orders?  
[2 C.F.R. 200.318 (b)] 

Please Check:  Yes   No  
The Sarasota/Manatee MPO has various mechanisms to ensure that consultants are 
performing in accordance with their work orders.  
Consultants are required to provide a project schedule before work has begun to ensure 
sufficient time for completion. 
Progress reports and invoicing by task allows the MPO to track progress within the 
project timeline and the consultant is only paid once the task is completed. 
 A quality assurance clause is also integrated into the scope of work to ensure that the 
products conform to the FDOT standards and criteria.  

 

http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?node=2:1.1.2.2.1#sg2.1.200_1316.sg3
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?node=2:1.1.2.2.1#sg2.1.200_1316.sg3
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Section 2: Long-Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) 
1. When developing the LRTP, did the MPO provide the required individuals and entities a 

reasonable opportunity to comment on the proposed plan and program?  
[23 C.F.R. 450.316 (a)] 

Please Check:  Yes   No  
When developing the 2040 LRTP, the MPO complied with all requirements in the 
American's with Disabilities Act, and all of the required individuals and entities were 
provided with a reasonable opportunity to comment on the proposed plan. The LRTP 
Public Meeting Open House was held at a the Sarasota Bradenton International Airport 
McClure Auditorium, a location which is accessible by transit and accessible to persons 
with disabilites. All meeting notices for the Open House, MPO committee meetings, and 
MPO Board meetings in which the 2040 LRTP was being reviewed and discussed were 
properly advertised in accordance with ADA regulations as well as Title 
VI/Nondiscrimination requirements. Notice of how to obtain special accommodations is 
included on all public notices, advertisements, and meeting documentation. Meetings are 
also held with public transportation scheduling availability in mind. 
Additional opportunities for community members to engage in the LRTP planning 
process and comment on the proposed plan and program were provided to the 
community via a special website created for the plan using Mindmixer, an online 
community engagement platform, where we received more than one hundred public 
comments and more than four-thousand unique visitors. 

 
2. Is the LRTP published or otherwise readily available for public review?  

[23 C.F.R. 450.324 (k), 23 C.F.R 450.326 (b)] 

Please Check:  Yes   No  
The full LRTP, including appendices, is published online, and is readily available for 
public review on the documents page of the MPO's website: 
https://www.mympo.org/documents#65-2040-long-range-transportation-plan. 

 
3. Did the MPO adopt a new LRTP in the year that this certification is addressing?  

Please Check:  Yes   No  

If yes, please attach any correspondence or comments related to the draft or final LRTP, 
and the LRTP checklist used by Central Office and the District, as an appendix to this 
certification report 

 

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-2012-title49-vol1/pdf/CFR-2012-title49-vol1-part27-subpartB.pdf?gp=&SID=66db6ad1ccd5366d9249d3e37fb73f18&mc=true&n=sp23.1.450.c&r=SUBPART&ty=HTML#se23.1.450_1316
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?gp=&SID=66db6ad1ccd5366d9249d3e37fb73f18&mc=true&n=sp23.1.450.c&r=SUBPART&ty=HTML#se23.1.450_1324
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp=&SID=66db6ad1ccd5366d9249d3e37fb73f18&mc=true&n=sp23.1.450.c&r=SUBPART&ty=HTML#se23.1.450_1326
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Section 3: Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)  
1. Did the MPO update their TIP in the year that this certification is addressing?  

Please Check:  Yes   No  

If yes, please attach any correspondence or comments related to the draft or final TIP, 
and the TIP checklist used by Central Office and the District, as an appendix to this 
certification report 
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Section 4: Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP)  
1. Did the MPO adopt a new UPWP in the year that this certification is addressing?  

Please Check:  Yes   No  

If yes, please attach any correspondence or comments related to the draft or final UPWP, 
and the UPWP checklist used by Central Office and the District, as an appendix to this 
certification report 
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Section 5: Finances and Invoicing 
1. Are Federal-aid funds expended in conformity with applicable Federal and State laws, the 

regulations in 23 C.F.R. and 49 C.F.R., and policies and procedures prescribed by the Division 
Administrator of FHWA? 

Please Check:  Yes   No (+1)  
The MPO adheres to all policies and procedures relating to expenditure of funds. 

 
2. How often does the MPO currently submit invoices to the District for review and 

reimbursement?  
The MPO submits invoices on a quarterly basis. 

 
3. Timeliness of Invoicing 

Has the MPO submitted invoices to the District for reimbursement more than 90 days after 
the end of the invoicing period?   

Please Check:  Yes (+1 for each late invoice)    No  
The MPO waits for final quarterly reports to be run by the Manatee County Finance 
Department which shows the payroll and expenditures .  Once the MPO and the County 
Finance Department balance, then the MPO proceeds to prepare an invoice for submittal 
to FDOT. 

 
4. Since the last Joint Certification, have any incurred costs by the MPO been deemed 

unallowable, not necessary or not reasonable by the District based on invoice or supporting 
documentation review?  

Please Check:  Yes   No  
The MPO has not incurred any costs which have been deemed unallowable or 
unnecessary.  All invoices submitted to date have been accepted. 
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5. If the answer to question 4 was yes, how many incurred costs since the last Joint Certification 
have been deemed unallowable, not necessary or not reasonable?  

+1 for each incurred cost deemed unallowable, not necessary or not reasonable  
N/A 

 
6. Has the MPO/TPO shown mismanagement of the UPWP budget, the PL fund balance, or 

incurred expenses, resulting in emergency payments outside of the contract, or other situations 
of financial concern? 

Please Check:  Yes (+1)  No  
The MPO works with the Manatee County Financial Management Department and the 
Finance Department to ensure that no funds have been mismanaged. 

 
7. Does the MPO’s financial management system comply with the requirements set forth in 

2 C.F.R. §200.302? 

Please Check:  Yes   No (+1)  
The MPO works very closely with the Manatee County Clerk of Circuit Court Finance 
Department to ensure that expenditures are monitored and balance on a quarterly  basis 
in compliance with standard accounting principles and all applicable state and federal 
laws.  

 

8. Are records of costs incurred under the terms of the MPO Agreement maintained and readily 
available upon request by FDOT at all times during the period of the MPO Agreement, and 
for five years after final payment is made? 

Please Check:  Yes   No (+1)  
Yes, the MPO keeps all records and they are readily available upon request. 

 

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-2012-title49-vol1/pdf/CFR-2012-title49-vol1-part27-subpartB.pdf?gp=&SID=&mc=true&n=sp2.1.200.d&r=SUBPART&ty=HTML#se2.1.200_1302
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9. Is supporting documentation submitted by the MPO to FDOT in detail sufficient for proper 
pre-audit and post-audit monitoring? 

Please Check:  Yes   No (+1)  
Yes, all reports/spreadsheets are kept in quarterly invoicing files.  These files are used for 
the annual independent audit conducted through Manatee County each October. 

 
10. Does the MPO comply with, and require its consultants and contractors to comply with, 

applicable Federal law pertaining to the use of Federal-aid funds? 

Please Check:  Yes   No (+1)  
In the MPO's Professional Services Agreement we include an article called Legal 
Restraints and Limitations which states the following: The CONSULTANT acknowledges 
that the MPO is subject to restraints, limitations, regulations and controls imposed or 
administered pursuant to numerous applicable laws, ordinances, rules and regulations of 
federal, state, regional and certain local governmental agencies or authorities.  The 
CONSULTANT agrees that all services rendered or performed by the CONSULTANT 
pursuant to the provisions of this Agreement, as amended, shall be in compliance with all 
applicable local, state and federal laws and ordinances. 

 
 

Risk Assessment Point Total:       

Level of Risk:  Select risk level 
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Section 6: Title VI and ADA 

1. Does the MPO have a signed Title VI policy statement expressing commitment to non-
discrimination?  
[23 C.F.R. 200.9 (a)(1)] 

Please Check:  Yes  No  
The Title VI/Nondiscrimination Policy Statement is included annually in the TIP. The 
policy statement is also on the MPO’s Website and key posted in the MPO office in 
English and Spanish. 

 
2. Does the MPO take action to correct any deficiencies found by FDOT within a reasonable time 

period, not to exceed 90 days, in order to implement Title VI compliance?  
[23 C.F.R. 200.9 (a)(3)] 

Please Check:  Yes  No  
The MPO implements Title VI compliance by correcting any deficiencies in a reasonable 
timely manner. 

 
3. Does the MPO have a staff person assigned to handle Title VI and ADA-related issues?  

[23 C.F.R. 200.9 (b)(1); 49 C.F.R. 27.13] 

Please Check:  Yes  No  
Leigh Holt, Strategic Planning Manager 

 
4. Does the MPO have a procedure in place for the prompt processing and disposition of Title VI 

and Title VIII complaints, and does this procedure comply with FDOT’s procedure?  
[23 C.F.R. 200.9 (b)(3)] 

Please Check:  Yes  No  
The MPO has a formal procedure for addressing Title VI and VIII complaints.  It is posted 
online at: www.mympo.org. 

 

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-2013-title23-vol1/pdf/CFR-2013-title23-vol1-sec200-9.pdf
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR
http://www.fdot.gov/planning/policy/metrosupport/titlelocked.docx
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-2012-title49-vol1/pdf/CFR-2012-title49-vol1-sec27-13.pdf
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx
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5. Does the MPO collect statistical data (race, color, national origin, sex, age, disability) of 
participants and beneficiaries of the MPO’s programs and activities?  
[23 C.F.R. 200.9 (b)(4)] 

Please Check:  Yes  No  
The MPO maintains updated Census data and maps to assist in identifying minorities 
and potentially underserved members within its service area. In addition to this data the 
MPO recently hosted a training in partnership with Transportation for America to further 
develop transportation performance measures relating to the environment, livability, and 
equity. As part of this workshop, we developed a multimodal accessibility analysis for our 
two-county area in order to better evaluate access to job opportunities and essential 
services by travel mode. We looked at auto accessibility to jobs by census block within 
30 and 60 minute drive times, transit accessibility to jobs by census block within 60 
minute ride times, bicycle accessibility to jobs by census block within 30 minute ride time, 
and walking accesibility to jobs by census block within 30 minutes. We intend to use the 
results of the accessibility analysis in combination with data in locations with high 
concentrations of people who are vulnerable (older adults, zero vehicle households, low-
income and people of color) to identify areas where people have inequitable access to 
opportunities and use this as a prioritization criteria for future transportation investments 
that can mitigate inequality of access. The Accessibility Report is attached. 

 
6. Does the MPO conduct an annual review of their program areas (for example: public 

involvement) to determine their level of effectiveness in satisfying the requirements of Title VI?  
[23 C.F.R. 200.9 (b)(6)] 

Please Check:  Yes  No  
The MPO conducts an annual review of program areas in conjunction with the annual 
MPO/FDOT certification process. The annual Public Participation Plan review and report 
includes satisfying the requirements of Title VI. 

 
7. Has the MPO participated in any recent Title VI training, either offered by the State, organized 

by the MPO, or some other form of training, in the past year? 

Please Check:  Yes  No  
The MPO hosted and attended a Title VI and ADA training on July 13, 2017. Executive 
Director, David Hutchinson, and Leigh Holt, Title VI Coordinator, attended a previous 
training held on December 14, 2016.  

 
8. Does the MPO have a signed Nondiscrimination Agreement, including Title VI Assurances, 

with the State? 

Please Check:  Yes  No  
The signed Title VI/Nondiscrimination Policy Statement, Nondiscrimination Agreement 
and Title VI Assurances statement is included annually in the TIP. 

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-2013-title23-vol1/pdf/CFR-2013-title23-vol1-sec200-9.pdf
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-2013-title23-vol1/pdf/CFR-2013-title23-vol1-sec200-9.pdf
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-2013-title23-vol1/pdf/CFR-2013-title23-vol1-sec200-9.pdf
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9. Do the MPO’s contracts and bids include the appropriate language, as shown in the 

appendices of the Nondiscrimination Agreement with the State? 

Please Check:  Yes  No  
The Title VI/Nondiscrimination Policy Statement, Nondiscrimination Agreement and Title 
VI Assurances statement are included in MPO contracts. 

 
10. Does the MPO hold its meetings in locations that are ADA accessible? 

[49 C.F.R. 27.7 (5)] 

Please Check:  Yes  No  
All meetings are accessible for persons with disabilities.  Notice of how to obtain special 
accommodations is included on all public notices, advertisements, and meeting 
documentation. 
Public meetings are held in ADA compliant facilities and can (in most cases) be accessed 
via public transportation.  Meetings are also held with public transportation scheduling 
availability in mind. 

 
11. Does the MPO take appropriate steps to ensure its communications are available to persons 

with impaired vision and hearing?  
[49 C.F.R. 27.7 (6)(c)] 

Please Check:  Yes  No  
The following statement is included on all MPO meeting notices:  
"THE MPO’S PLANNING PROCESS IS CONDUCTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH TITLE 
VI OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS ACT OF 1964 AND RELATED STATUTES. ANY PERSON 
OR BENEFICIARY WHO BELIEVES HE/SHE HAS BEEN DISCRIMINATED AGAINST 
BECAUSE OF RACE, COLOR, RELIGION, SEX, AGE, NATIONAL ORIGIN, 
DISABILITY OR FAMILY STATUS MAY FILE A COMPLAINT WITH THE MPO’S TITLE 
VI COORDINATOR LEIGH HOLT AT (941) 359-5772 OR BY WRITING HER AT 7632 
15TH STREET EAST, SARASOTA, FLORIDA 34243." 
There are notifications in the PPP and posted at the MPO office instructing citizens how 
to request materials in alternative languages/formats. 

 
12. Does the MPO keep on file for one year all complaints of ADA noncompliance received, and 

for five years a record of all complaints in summary form? 
[49 C.F.R. 27.121] 

Please Check:  Yes  No  

http://www.fdot.gov/planning/policy/metrosupport/titlelocked.docx
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-2013-title23-vol1/pdf/CFR-2013-title23-vol1-sec200-9.pdf
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-2012-title49-vol1/pdf/CFR-2012-title49-vol1-sec27-121.pdf
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The MPO has not received any complaints of ADA non-compliance. 
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Section 7: Disadvantaged Business Enterprises 

1. Does the MPO have a FDOT-approved Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) plan? 

Please Check:  Yes  No  
The MPO has adopted the FDOT DBE goals and reports actual payments to DBEs to 
FDOT through the mechanisms provided.   

 
2. Does the MPO track DBE participation through the use of the Bid Opportunity List and DBE 

Participation Statement? 

Please Check:  Yes   No  
The MPO incorporates the DBE Participation Statement in solicitations for General 
Planning Consultants (GPCs). The MPO also tracks DBE participation quarterly and 
MPO submits reports to FDOT on paper forms and has been in contact with FDOT 
regarding utilization of other reporting methods.  

 
3. Does the MPO report actual payments to DBEs through the Equal Opportunity Compliance 

(EOC) system? 

Please Check:  Yes   No  
The MPO submits reports to FDOT on paper forms and has been in contact with FDOT 
regarding utilization of other reporting methods. 

 
4. Does the MPO include the DBE policy statement in its contract language for consultants and 

subconsultants? 

Please Check:  Yes   No  
MPO contracts for consultants and sub-consultants contain the contract language 
provided by FDOT. 
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Section 8: District Specific Questions  
The District may ask up to five questions at their own discretion based on experience interacting 
with the MPO that were not included in the sections above. Please fill in the question, and the 
response in the blanks below. This section is optional, and may cover any topic area of which the 
District would like more information.  

1. Question   
PLEASE EXPLAIN 

 

2. Question   
PLEASE EXPLAIN 

 

3. Question   
PLEASE EXPLAIN 

 

4. Question   
PLEASE EXPLAIN 

 

5. Question   
PLEASE EXPLAIN 



FDOT Joint Certification 525-010-05 
POLICY PLANNING 

11/17 

 

 
 

 Office of Policy Planning  23 

Section 9: Clean Air Act  
The requirements of Sections 174 and 176 (c) and (d) of the Clean Air Act. 

The Clean Air Act requirements affecting transportation only applies to areas designated 
nonattainment and maintenance for the National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS). Florida 
currently is attaining all NAAQS. No certification questions are required at this time. In the event 
the Environmental Protection Agency issues revised NAAQS, this section may require revision. 

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/USCODE-2013-title42/html/USCODE-2013-title42-chap85-subchapI-partD-subpart1-sec7506.htm
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Section 10: Noteworthy Practices & Achievements  
One purpose of the certification process is to identify improvements in the metropolitan 
transportation planning process through recognition and sharing of noteworthy practices. Please 
provide a list of the MPOs noteworthy practices and achievements below.  

The following are the comments from the 2017 Federal Certification for noteworthy 
practices: 
 
1. Freight Planning:  The MPO is commended for successfully bringing diverse 
stakeholders to the table for the 2016 Freight and Economic Development Summit and 
producing its first Freight report, which includes baseline data for MPO developed 
performance measures.    
2. Public Participation: The MPO is commended for including a “Just for Seniors” tab 
on the website, which features videos, links, and reports specific to educating the 
region’s aging users of the transportation system. The MPO is further commended for 
using demographic data to provide targeted outreach. The MPO used demographics 
data to identify that they have a large elderly/aging population and used that information 
to develop specific resources (Just for Seniors tab) targeted at the elderly population.  
3. Public Participation: The Federal Review Team commends the Sarasota/Manatee 
MPO for the use of excellent visualization techniques and plain language throughout 
planning documents and the MPO’s website. The MPO created numerous brochures, 
summary documents/fact sheets, 1-page handouts, and interactive maps to simplify 
technical information into colorful, easy-to-read formats for the public. It is evident that the 
MPO values public involvement and is willing to communicate key information in many 
different formats to increase public transparency and understanding of the planning 
process.  
4. Title VI and Related Requirements: The Federal Review Team recognizes the 
MPO for hosting the Local Agency/MPO Title VI training in July 2017. This event was the 
first time an MPO in Florida successfully reached out to include local agencies for 
essential Civil Rights training.  
5. Linking Planning and Environment: The Federal Review Team commends the 
MPO for incorporating and strengthening the tie between environment, livability, 
health/wellness, land use, and social justice. By exploring environmental considerations 
holistically, particularly during the project prioritization process, the MPO has created a 
more robust transportation planning process.     
6. Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP): The Federal Review Team commends 
the Sarasota/Manatee MPO for proactively integrating MPO developed performance 
measures into the LRTP. The MPO’s performance measures are based on the federal 
planning factors. The MPO created a performance measures implementation document 
that links their performance measures with the 2040 LRTP Goals, and defines specific 
project prioritization criteria to support the goals and measures. The MPO also created 
fact sheets for each of their six performance measures (safety and security; infrastructure 
condition; mobility/congestion/reliability; freight and economic vitality; environment and 
livability; and project delivery). The fact sheets provide information, statistics, and 
projects in the Sarasota/Manatee region that support each performance measure.   
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7. Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP): The Federal Review Team commends 
the MPO for using the online MindMixer survey tool during the development of the 2040 
LRTP. This tool allowed those unable to attend in-person meetings and workshops an 
opportunity to still engage in the planning process. The MPO noted that this use of 
technology was very effective and generated the highest level of public involvement they 
had ever received. 
8. Regional Coordination: The Sarasota/Manatee MPO is recognized for their 
outstanding regional coordination and collaboration. During the site visit, several 
partnering agencies and local organizations praised the MPO’s involvement and 
partnership efforts. The Federal Review Team also noted that the Executive Director was 
especially active in many regional planning groups and commends him for his leadership 
and participation.   
In addition to the above recogintion from FHWA, the MPO has also been selected for 
three national awards and presentations including: 
9.       Transportation for America Performance Measures Technical Assistance Program 
10.     Federal Transit Administration All Hazards Recovery Training  
11.     Association of Metropolitan Planning Organizations Presentation: Navigating MAP-
21: The Route to Federal Funding for Your Community 
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Section 11: Recommendations and Corrective Actions  
Status of Recommendations and/or Corrective Actions from Prior Certifications 

The MPO had no recommendations or Corrective Actions from their April 4, 2017 state 
certification. 

 

Recommendations 

      

 

Corrective Actions 

      



FDOT Joint Certification 525-010-05 
POLICY PLANNING 

11/17 

 

 
 

 Office of Policy Planning  27 

Section 12: Attachments  
Please attach any documents required from the sections above, or other certification related 
documents here. (Link to MPO Joint Certification Statements and Assurances) 
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From: Gramovot, Alexander
To: Colleen McGue
Cc: Abraham, Jesten; Dave Hutchinson; Leigh Holt
Subject: RE: Sarasota/Manatee MPO FY 2017/18 through 2021/22 Adopted TIP
Date: Monday, July 10, 2017 2:46:46 PM


Excellent, thank you so much Colleen!
 


Alex Gramovot
Statewide Metropolitan Planning Coordinator
Office of Policy Planning
Florida Department of Transportation
605 Suwannee Street, Mail Station 28
Tallahassee, Florida  32399-0450
Direct Line: (850) 414-4801
Alexander.Gramovot@dot.state.fl.us
 


From: Colleen McGue [mailto:Colleen@mympo.org] 
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2017 2:36 PM
To: Gramovot, Alexander
Cc: Abraham, Jesten; Dave Hutchinson; Leigh Holt
Subject: RE: Sarasota/Manatee MPO FY 2017/18 through 2021/22 Adopted TIP
 
Alex,
I have updated the TIP to include the references to the Transportation Disadvantaged Service Plans,
per your request. The updated TIP can be found here: https://www.mympo.org/documents#47-
transportation-improvement-program
 
The new page with the TDSP references is page ES-6A. I have updated the Executive Summary intro
page listing on ES-1 to include the TDSP as well.
 
We have also linked the Table of Contents to the corresponding pages in the document in order to
make the table of contents more interactive. Thank you for that suggestion!
 
We appreciate your review of the TIP. Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns
regarding the modifications I’ve made, or if you have any additional suggestions to improve the TIP.
 
Thank you,
Colleen
Colleen McGue, AICP
Principal Planner
Sarasota/Manatee MPO
Office: (941)359-5772 | Fax: (941)359-5779
Colleen@MyMPO.org | MyMPO.org
 
Please note: Florida has a very broad public records law.  Most written communications to or from local



mailto:Colleen@mympo.org

mailto:Jesten.Abraham@dot.state.fl.us

mailto:Dave@mympo.org

mailto:Leigh@mympo.org

mailto:Alexander.Gramovot@dot.state.fl.us

https://www.mympo.org/documents#47-transportation-improvement-program

https://www.mympo.org/documents#47-transportation-improvement-program

mailto:Colleen@MyMPO.org

file:////c/MyMPO.org





officials are public records available to the public and media upon request.  Your email communications may
therefore be subject to public disclosure.
 
 
 


From: Gramovot, Alexander [mailto:Alexander.Gramovot@dot.state.fl.us] 
Sent: Friday, July 07, 2017 3:11 PM
To: Colleen McGue <Colleen@mympo.org>
Cc: Abraham, Jesten <Jesten.Abraham@dot.state.fl.us>
Subject: RE: Sarasota/Manatee MPO FY 2017/18 through 2021/22 Adopted TIP
 
Colleen,
 
Per our conversation, attached are three examples of Transportation Disadvantaged Elements that
satisfy the requirements in 41-2.009 (2) F.A.C.
 
Thank you again for your cooperation and understanding.
 
Have a great weekend!
 


Alex Gramovot
Statewide Metropolitan Planning Coordinator
Office of Policy Planning
Florida Department of Transportation
605 Suwannee Street, Mail Station 28
Tallahassee, Florida  32399-0450
Direct Line: (850) 414-4801
Alexander.Gramovot@dot.state.fl.us
 


From: Colleen McGue [mailto:Colleen@mympo.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, June 27, 2017 3:30 PM
To: Gramovot, Alexander
Cc: Dave Hutchinson; Leigh Holt; Abraham, Jesten
Subject: Sarasota/Manatee MPO FY 2017/18 through 2021/22 Adopted TIP
 
Good afternoon, Mr. Gramovot:
 
On behalf of MPO Executive Director David Hutchinson, I am pleased to share the Sarasota/Manatee
MPO’s recently adopted Five-Year Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) for Fiscal Years
2017/18 through 2021/22 for your review. The MPO Board adopted the new TIP on June 19, 2017.
 
A copy of the transmittal letter is attached, and the TIP is available on the MPO’s website for
downloading at the following link: https://www.mympo.org/documents#47-transportation-
improvement-program.
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Please feel free to get in touch with me or David Hutchinson at (941) 359-5772 or dave@mympo.org
if you have any questions regarding the TIP.
 
Thank you,
Colleen McGue, AICP
Principal Planner
Sarasota/Manatee MPO
Office: (941)359-5772 | Fax: (941)359-5779
Colleen@MyMPO.org | MyMPO.org
 
Serving the regional transportation planning needs of Florida’s Sarasota and Manatee Counties.
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Public Participation Plan (PPP)  
 
 


SARASOTA/MANATEE 
METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION (MPO) 


 
 


7632 15th Street East 
Sarasota, Florida 34243 


www.mympo.org  
 


Email MPO@MyMPO.org 
Phone 941 359 5772 


Fax 941 359 5779 
 
 
 
In accordance with Federal, State and other authorities, the MPO does not tolerate discrimination and 
encourages broad participation regardless of race, color, national origin, sex, age, disability, religion or family 
status. (Title VI of Civil Rights Act of 1964, 42 U.S.C. § 2000d, and the Civil Rights Restoration Act of 1987, 
P.I. 100.259). For more information on our commitment to inclusion and nondiscrimination, click here or 
call 941 359 5772. Para más información sobre nuestro compromiso de inclusión y no discriminación, 
presione aquí o llama al 941 359 5772. 
 
 
Notice 
This document is disseminated under the sponsorship of the Department of Transportation in the interest 
of information exchange. The United States Government assumes no liability for its content or use thereof. 
The contents of this report do not necessarily reflect the official policy of the Department of Transportation. 
 
This report does not constitute a standard, specification, or regulation. 
 
The United States Government does not endorse products or manufacturers. Trade or manufacturers' 
names appear herein only because they are considered essential to the objective of this document. 
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https://www.mympo.org/nondiscrimination-policy

https://www.mympo.org/politica-de-no-discriminacion
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Executive Summary 
The transportation planning process blends technical analysis, public expectations, and input from public 
and private transportation partners. This blended information is used to identify priorities, choices, and 
risks to the system. It is also used to distribute resources for future investments. Long-range planning is 
required to be eligible for federal and state transportation funding assistance. It is especially important 
given the billions of dollars invested in the system each year. 
 
An effective Public Participation Plan (PPP) should clearly describe how transportation projects are planned 
and funded; and how, when and where citizens can be involved.  This plan recommends strategies that 
inform the public at an early stage, during the scoping process, and continues to engage citizens prior to 
key decisions. The PPP ensures the MPO is reaching out to populations who are typically underserved 
and/or underrepresented such as people with low-income, people with Limited English Proficiency (LEP), 
people who are transit dependent, people of color, older adults, and people with all abilities, low-income, 
and aging populations.  The MPO encourages continuous feedback and clear responses from agencies to 
foster meaningful dialogue among all stakeholders. Finally, the PPP includes a method for evaluating its 
own effectiveness, so it can serve as a living document that is flexible with time. In accordance with 
federal laws and regulations, MPOs are established in urbanized areas across the nation to implement the 
federally required continuing, comprehensive, and cooperative (3C) transportation planning process 
(Figure 1.): 


 
The goals of the Sarasota/Manatee MPO’s Public Participation Plan are to: 


o Inform the public of transportation meetings, issues, and other related events. The public needs to 
be aware of their role in the transportation planning and decision-making process. 


o Involve the public by providing opportunities throughout the transportation planning decision-
making process. 


o Include all communities in the planning area to inform and involve, with special emphasis on 
communities with underrepresented and/or underserved people. 


o Improve the public involvement process by identifying and incorporating new tools and strategies. 


This Public Participation Plan is reviewed as part of the four-year certification process conducted by the 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and Federal Transit Administration (FTA) during the MPO 
certification process.  In addition, the MPO regularly reviews and evaluates the performance of its PPP and 
provides updates, as necessary. 


Continuing


•MPO work is conducted on 
an ongoing basis


Comprehensive


•MPO work covers all 
transportation modes, 
populations, and areas of the 
region, and addresses their 
individual needs


Cooperative


•MPO work is performed in 
close communication and 
consultation with all of the 
region’s municipalities and a 
broad base of agencies, 
organizations, and interest 
groups


Figure 1. '3C' Transportation Planning Process 
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Introduction 


What is an MPO? 


MPOs are established throughout the U.S. and had their genesis in the 1950’s and 60’s with the 
development of the Interstate Highway System and passage of the Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1962. To 
carry out federal transportation planning requirements, Title 23 of the United States Code (USC) provides 
that a metropolitan planning organization (MPO) be designated for each urbanized area with a population 
of more than 50,000 individuals. The Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) was 
created in 1978 and is responsible for facilitating and coordinating regional transportation planning 
activities involving: 


o Eleven Jurisdictions: Sarasota County, City of Sarasota, City of Venice, City of North Port, Town of 
Longboat Key, City of Palmetto, City of Bradenton, Manatee County, and the Barrier Islands: 
Anna Maria, Holmes Beach, Bradenton Beach 


o Two counties: Manatee and Sarasota County 
o Two airports: Sarasota Bradenton International Airport and Venice Municipal Airport 
o Two railways: CSX Railway and Seminole-Gulf Railway 
o One seaport: Port Manatee 


 
 


Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization Mission 


The Sarasota/Manatee MPO's mission is to develop a future plan, through cooperation with our member 
governments and the public for a safe, efficient, financially feasible, environmentally sensitive, regional, 
integrated multi-modal transportation system that supports sustainable, livable communities and 
economic development. 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


How do I participate? 


Public participation is essential to the transportation planning process.  The rest of this document provides 
details about the plan for public participation to be followed by the Sarasota/Manatee MPO.  If you have 
questions or comments about the Sarasota/Manatee MPO Public Participation Plan, please contact us via 
phone 941 359 5772 or email mpo@mympo.org.  


  



mailto:mpo@mympo.org
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Public Participation Plan 


Public Participation Plan Requirements and Authorization 


Meaningful participation is the active and engaged involvement of the public in the development of 
transportation plans and improvement programs. It is a Sarasota/Manatee MPO policy to support and 
encourage early and continuous public participation during every stage of the decision-making process, 
while adhering to the principles of Environmental Justice and Title VI of the Civil Rights Act as part of the 
“3C” planning process relating to transportation systems and facilities.   


Key Legislation 


The Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act (ISTEA) of 1991 represented a transformation, with 
an intermodal approach to funding and greater emphasis on public involvement and collaborative 
planning. ISTEA’s successor in 1998, the Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA-21), 
expanded public involvement to include transit and freight. Enacted in 2005, the Safe, Accountable, 
Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU) broadened public 
involvement by requiring MPOs to prepare a public participation plan in collaboration with interested 
parties (including bicycle and pedestrian groups and the disabled); public meetings are to be held at 
convenient times and in accessible locations; and visualization techniques and electronic methods are 
encouraged for conveying project information. Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century (MAP-21) 
was enacted in 2012, and the 2015 Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act carries forward 
these advancements in public participation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
The current public participation requirements for state, local, and metropolitan plans and programs 
established by federal legislation are found in Title 23 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), Parts 
450.210(a) and 450.316(a). For more information on the requirements, consult the regulations directly, 
which can be found online at www.gpo.gov.  The Sarasota/Manatee MPO’s public participation processes 
shall be coordinated with local and statewide public involvement processes wherever possible to enhance 
public consideration of the issues, plans, and programs and reduce redundancies and costs. 
 
 
 
  


Sarasota/Manatee 
MPO Public 
Involvement 
Objectives


Early and continuous public involvement


Inclusionary practices in activities and notification


Consideration of the needs of the traditionally underserved


Collaboration with other agencies, local governments, private sector transportation entities, and 
non-MPO officials


Convenient meeting times and locations


Reasonable access to information


Timely notice of public involvement activities, including appropriate review and comment periods


Acknowledgement and consideration of public comments
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Federal and State Guidelines and Requirements 


Regional transportation planning is guided by laws, rules, and policies set by federal and state 
governments.  Both federal and state laws require public participation in the planning process.  
Transportation planning activities must also consider other laws and regulations including, but not limited 
to the National Environmental Policy Act, Clean Air Act, Clean Water Act, Civil Rights Act, and Americans 
with Disabilities Act. 
 


Federal Requirements  
Requirement Description 


1962 Federal-Aid Highway Act The Federal-Aid Highway Act mandated that all urbanized areas with a population 
greater than 50,000 establish a continuing, cooperative, and comprehensive (3C) 
planning process, to be eligible to receive U.S. Department of Transportation 
funding.   


1964 Civil Rights Act and Title VI 
 


This act provides in section 601 that: “No person in the United States shall, on the 
ground of race, color, or national origin, be excluded from participation in, be 
denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any program or 
activity receiving Federal Financial Assistance.” 


1969 National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) This law requires that any project receiving Federal funds or other Federal 
approvals (including transportation projects) undergo an analysis of potential 
impacts. It is under the NEPA umbrella that social, economic, and environmental 
impacts and concerns are addressed. 


1974 Federal-Aid Highway Act Changes to the Federal-Aid Highway Act formalized the local planning process 
further, by mandating the creation of a Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) 
for all areas required to have a 3C planning process.   


1990 Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), Titles I and V The Americans with Disabilities Act, Titles I and V, prohibits the exclusion of persons 
with disabilities from participation in services, programs, or activities of a public 
entity, including MPOs. In addition, the MPO has the responsibility of providing 
reasonable accommodation to those with disabilities who require special services 
to access information or participate in MPO activities. [42 U.S.C. 12131-12134] 


1991 Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act (ISTEA) ISTEA introduced a comprehensive approach to address transportation issues by 
emphasizing innovation, intermodalism, and flexibility as well as enhanced 
stakeholder and public involvement.   


Executive Order 12898, Environmental Justice This order was created in 1994 in response to the concerns raised in Title VI. It 
explains the federal government’s commitment to promote environmental justice, 
which means that everyone within the United States deserves equal protection 
under the country’s laws. The order states “each Federal agency shall make 
achieving environmental justice part of its mission by identifying and addressing, as 
appropriate, disproportionately high and adverse human health or environmental 
effects of its programs, policies, and activities on people with low-income, people 
with Limited English Proficiency (LEP), people who are transit dependent, people of 
color, older adults, and people with all abilities populations and low-income 
populations.” 


Executive Order 13166, Improving Access to Services for Persons with 
Limited English Proficiency 


This Executive Order stated that individuals who do not speak English well and who 
have a limited ability to read, write, speak, or understand English are entitled to 
language assistance under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 with respect to a 
type of service, benefit, or encounter. It reads in part that “Each Federal agency 
shall prepare a plan to improve access to its federally conducted programs and 
activities by eligible LEP persons. Each plan shall be consistent with the standards 
set forth in the LEP Guidance, and shall include the steps the agency will take to 
ensure that eligible LEP persons can meaningfully access the agency’s programs 
and activities.” 


1998 Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA-21) TEA-21 expanded the approach started with ISTEA with focus on ensuring 
environmental justice and the involvement of people with low-income, people with 
Limited English Proficiency (LEP), people who are transit dependent, people of 
color, older adults, and people with all abilities and low-income citizens in the 
planning process. 


2005 Safe, Accountable, Flexible, and Efficient Transportation Equity 
Act – A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU) 


SAFETEA-LU carried forward a strong federal emphasis on public involvement 
programs.  Included in SAFETEA-LU was the expanded definition of “participation by 
interested parties” which includes groups and individuals who are affected by, or 
involved with, transportation in the region. 


2012 Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act (MAP-21) MAP-21 was created to update SAFETEA-LU and continues the requirements set in 
place regarding public involvement.  MAP-21 is focused on a streamlined and 
performance-based program for multiple modes of transportation building on the 
programs and policies established since 1991.  


2015 Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act The FAST Act mandates that the public participation programs of metropolitan 
planning processes shall include a “proactive public participation process that 
provides complete information, timely public notice, full public access to key 
decisions, and supports early and continuing participation of the public in 
developing plans and Transportation Improvement Programs (TIPs).” Other key 
highway facts from the FAST Act include: 


o Builds on the program structure and reforms of MAP-21 
o Continued focus on accelerating project delivery 
o Adds a new freight formula and expands freight network 
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o Adds a new discretionary program for nationally significant freight and 
highway projects 


o Provides a new tribal self-governance option 
Title 23 CFR 450, Section 450.316 § 450.316 Interested parties, participation, and consultation. 


(a)The MPO shall develop and use a documented participation plan that defines a 
process for providing individuals, affected public agencies, representatives of 
public transportation employees, public ports, freight shippers, providers of freight 
transportation services, private providers of transportation (including intercity bus 
operators, employer-based commuting programs, such as carpool program, 
vanpool program, transit benefit program, parking cash-out program, shuttle 
program, or telework program), representatives of users of public transportation, 
representatives of users of pedestrian walkways and bicycle transportation 
facilities, representatives of the disabled, and other interested parties with 
reasonable opportunities to be involved in the metropolitan transportation planning 
process. 


1) The MPO shall develop the participation plan in consultation with all 
interested parties and shall, at a minimum, describe explicit procedures, 
strategies, and desired outcomes for: 
i. Providing adequate public notice of public participation activities 


and time for public review and comment at key decision points, 
including a reasonable opportunity to comment on the proposed 
metropolitan transportation plan and the TIP;  


ii. Providing timely notice and reasonable access to information about 
transportation issues and processes; 


iii. Employing visualization techniques to describe metropolitan 
transportation plans and TIPs; 


iv. Making public information (technical information and meeting 
notices) available in electronically accessible formats and means, 
such as the World Wide Web; 


v. Holding any public meetings at convenient and accessible locations 
and times; 


vi. Demonstrating explicit consideration and response to public input 
received during the development of the metropolitan transportation 
plan and the TIP; 


vii. Seeking out and considering the needs of those traditionally 
underserved by existing transportation systems, such as low-
income and people with low-income, people with Limited English 
Proficiency (LEP), people who are transit dependent, people of 
color, older adults, and people with all abilities households, who 
may face challenges accessing employment and other services; 


viii. Providing an additional opportunity for public comment, if the final 
metropolitan transportation plan or TIP differs significantly from the 
version that was made available for public comment by the MPO 
and raises new material issues that interested parties could not 
reasonably have foreseen from the public involvement efforts; 


ix. Coordinating with the statewide transportation planning public 
involvement and consultation processes under subpart B of this 
part; and (x) Periodically reviewing the effectiveness of the 
procedures and strategies contained in the participation plan to 
ensure a full and open participation process. 


2) When significant written and oral comments are received on the draft 
metropolitan transportation plan and TIP (including the financial plans) 
as a result of the participation process in this section or the interagency 
consultation process required under the EPA transportation conformity 
regulations (40 CFR part 93, subpart A), a summary, analysis, and report 
on the disposition of comments shall be made as part of the final 
metropolitan transportation plan and TIP. 


3) A minimum public comment period of 45 calendar days shall be 
provided before the initial or revised participation plan is adopted by the 
MPO. Copies of the approved participation plan shall be provided to the 
FHWA and the FTA for informational purposes and shall be posted on the 
World Wide Web, to the maximum extent practicable. 


(b)In developing metropolitan transportation plans and TIPs, the MPO should 
consult with agencies and officials responsible for other planning activities within 
the MPA that are affected by transportation (including State and local planned 
growth, economic development, tourism, natural disaster risk reduction, 
environmental protection, airport operations, or freight movements) or coordinate 
its planning process (to the maximum extent practicable) with such planning 
activities. In addition, the MPO shall develop the metropolitan transportation plans 
and TIPs with due consideration of other related planning activities within the 
metropolitan area, and the process shall provide for the design and delivery of 
transportation services within the area that are provided by: 


1. Recipients of assistance under title 49 U.S.C. Chapter 53; 
2. Governmental agencies and non-profit organizations (including 


representatives of the agencies and organizations) that receive 
Federal assistance from a source other than the U.S. Department 
of Transportation to provide non-emergency transportation 
services; and 


3. Recipients of assistance under 23 U.S.C. 201–204. 
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(c)When the MPA includes Indian Tribal lands, the MPO shall appropriately involve 
the Indian Tribal government(s) in the development of the metropolitan 
transportation plan and the TIP. 
(d)When the MPA includes Federal public lands, the MPO shall appropriately involve 
the Federal land management agencies in the development of the metropolitan 
transportation plan and the TIP. 
(e) MPOs shall, to the extent practicable, develop a documented process(es) that 
outlines roles, responsibilities, and key decision points for consulting with other 
governments and agencies, as defined in paragraphs (b), (c), and (d) of this section, 
which may be included in the agreement(s) developed under § 450.314. 


 


State Requirements 
Requirement Description 


Florida Statute 286.011 Government-in-the-Sunshine Law: The Florida Sunshine Law mandates that meetings of the Sarasota/Manatee MPO and its 
committees, workshops, and programs are open to the public.  All public records of the Sarasota/Manatee MPO are open for 
inspection and examination at the office of the Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization, 7632 15th Street East, 
Sarasota, Florida on regular business days between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 


Florida Statute 339.175 • In the development of its LRTP, each MPO must provide the public, affected public agencies, representatives of 
transportation agency employees, freight shippers, providers of freight transportation services, private providers of 
transportation, representatives of users of public transit, and other interested parties with a reasonable opportunity 
to comment on the LRTP. [s.339.175(7), F.S.] 


• During the development of the TIP, the MPO must, in cooperation with FDOT and any affected public transit 
operation, provide citizens, affected public agencies, representatives of transportation agency employees, freight 
shippers, providers of freight transportation services, private providers of transportation, representatives of users of 
public transit, and other interested parties with reasonable notice of and an opportunity to comment on the 
proposed program. [s.339.175(8)(e), F.S.] 


• Each MPO annually must prepare a list of project priorities and submit the list to the appropriate FDOT District by 
October 1 of each year. The list must have been reviewed by the technical and citizens’ advisory committees and 
approved by the MPO before submission to the District. The annual list of project priorities must be based upon 
project selection criteria that consider, among other items, the MPO’s public involvement procedures. 
[s.339.175(8)(b)(5), F.S.] 


• The MPO is required annually to publish or otherwise make available for public review the annual listing of projects 
for which Federal funds have been obligated in the preceding year. [s.339.175(8)(h), F.S.] 


• The formation of a technical advisory committee (TAC) and citizens’ advisory committee (CAC) are required pursuant 
to s.339.175(6)(d), F.S. and s.339.175(6)(e), F.S. 


o As an alternative to the use of a CAC, Florida Statute provides provisions for MPOs to adopt an alternate 
program or mechanism that ensures adequate citizen involvement in the transportation planning process 
following approval by FHWA, FTA, and FDOT. MPOs may also consider additional standing committees as a 
public involvement activity to address specific needs, such as bicyclists, pedestrians, and multiuse trails, 
safety, goods/freight movement, etc. MPOs must address and include their committee activities in the 
PPP; and are encouraged to detail how the schedule for meetings, agenda packages, and actions of the 
committees will be communicated with the public and how the public can participate in those meetings. 


Florida Statute 1012.465 Jessica Lunsford Act: The Jessica Lunsford Act requires background checks of all persons entering school grounds when 
children are present. MPOs should consult legal counsel before planning to hold a meeting on school property. 
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Documents included in the Public Participation Plan 


Each of the following documents will be an integral part of the Public Participation Plan, and will be 
attached as appendices: 


A. Public Participation Plan Evaluation Fiscal Years (July 1 to July 30) 2013-2017 
B. Limited English Proficiency (LEP) Plan 
C. Title VI and ADA Nondiscrimination Policy and Plan 
D. FDOT Nondiscrimination Assurance Statement 
E. How-To Guide for Addressing the MPO 
F. Commonly Used Transportation Terms, Definitions and Acronyms 


Public Participation Policy Statement 


It is a Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) policy to support and encourage early 
and continuous public participation and input to the planning process and adhere to the principles of 
Environmental Justice and Title VI of the Civil Rights Act as part of the Transportation “3-C” planning 
process relating to transportation systems and facilities. The MPO’s public participation plan is designed to 
ensure early and continuous opportunities for the public to express its views on transportation issues and 
to become active participants in the regional planning and transportation “3-C” decision making process. 


A 1994 Presidential Executive Order directed every Federal agency to make Environmental Justice part of 
its mission by identifying and addressing the effects of all programs, policies, and activities on “people with 
low-income, people with Limited English Proficiency (LEP), people who are transit dependent, people of 
color, older adults, and people with all abilities populations and low-income populations.” The MPO’s 
Environmental Justice initiatives will strive to accomplish this by involving the potentially affected public 
through a Citizens Advisory Network (CAN). This program consists of MPO staff activities designed to 
develop partnerships with, and engage people from traditionally underserved and vulnerable communities 
in the transportation planning process. 
 
The CAN will specifically focus on engaging people with low-income, people with Limited English Proficiency 
(LEP), people who are transit dependent, people of color, older adults, and people with all abilities. Staff 
activities include, but are not limited to, participation in groups and coalitions serving these people, 
targeted communications with local media outlets, conducting meetings at times and locations that are 
accessible to transit dependent or non-driving individuals when possible, and publication of MPO 
documents in non-technical, web-based or other easily accessible formats as necessary and appropriate 
for purposes of obtaining input and comment into the Long Range Transportation (LRTP) planning process 
and for Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) updates. In carrying out the participation plan, the MPO 
shall, to the maximum extent practical,  


o Hold any public meetings at convenient and accessible locations and times; 
o Employ visualization techniques to describe long range transportation plans; and  
o Make public information available in electronically accessible format and means, such as the MPO 


website, as appropriate to afford reasonable opportunities for consideration of public comment and 
opinion.  


 
 
  


Sarasota/Manatee MPO Public Participation Policy 
 


The Sarasota/Manatee MPO does not discriminate against any person with respect to a MPO program, 
activity or service and adheres to the Federal non-discrimination requirements under Title VI and other 
related regulations and statutes.  The Sarasota/Manatee MPO strives to ensure full and fair 
participation by all potentially affected individuals, groups and communities in the transportation 
decision-making process. 







Sarasota/Manatee MPO PPP 2017  Click here for Table of Contents Page | 13 


Public Participation Process 


General Guidelines 


This Public Participation Plan provides guidelines for public participation activities conducted by the 
Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) and contains the policies, goals, objectives, 
and techniques used by the MPO for public participation. During the public participation process, the 
Sarasota/Manatee MPO will strive to: 


1. Provide timely information about transportation issues and processes to citizens, affected public 
agencies, representatives of transportation agencies, private providers of transportation, other 
interested parties and segments of the community affected by transportation plans, programs and 
projects (including but not limited to local jurisdiction concerns). 


2. Provide reasonable public access to technical and policy information used in the development of 
the Long-Range Transportation Plan (LRTP), the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), and 
other appropriate transportation plans and projects, and conduct open public meetings where 
matters related to transportation programs are considered. 


3. Give adequate public notice of public participation activities and allow time for public review and 
comment at key decision points, including, but not limited to, approval of the LRTP, the TIP, and 
other appropriate transportation plans and projects. If the final draft of any transportation plan 
differs significantly from the one available for public comment by the MPO and raises new material 
issues which interested parties could not reasonably have foreseen, an additional opportunity for 
public comment on the revised plan will be made available. 


4. Respond in writing to all applicable public input. When significant written and oral comments are 
received on the draft transportation plan (including the financial plan) as a result of the public 
participation process or the interagency consultation process required under the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency conformity regulations, a summary, analysis, and report on the 
disposition of comments will be made part of the final plan. 


5. Solicit the needs of those underserved by existing transportation systems, including, but not limited 
to, people with low-income, people with Limited English Proficiency (LEP), people who are transit 
dependent, people of color, older adults, and people with all abilities. MAP- 21 requires that the 
MPO provide reasonable opportunities for affected public agencies, representatives of public 
transportation employees, freight shippers, providers of freight transportation services, private 
providers of transportation, representatives of users of public transportation, representatives of 
users of pedestrian walkways and bicycle transportation facilities, representatives of the disabled, 
and other interested parties with a reasonable opportunity to comment on the transportation 
planning process via 23 U.S.C. 104(d)1. 


6. Provide a public comment period of 45 calendar days prior to the adoption of the Public 
Participation Plan and/ or any amendments. Notice of the 45-day comment period will be 
advertised in two newspapers of general circulation, people with low-income, people with Limited 
English Proficiency (LEP), people who are transit dependent, people of color, older adults, and 
people with all abilities community newspapers, and various other publications prior to the 
commencement of the 45-day comment period and on both the Manatee County and Sarasota 
County Government Access Television Channels. Notice will also be mailed to the entire MPO 
mailing/email list prior to the commencement of the 45- day comment period. 


7. Provide a public comment period of 30 calendar days prior to adoption of the LRTP, TIP, and/or 
Transit Development Plan (TDP). 
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8. Provide a public comment period of not less than 10 days for any formal amendments or updates 
to the LRTP, TIP, TDP, and other appropriate transportation plans and projects. For purposes of 
defining formal amendments the definition will be any changes to the project scope, project costs 
exceeding fifty percent (50%) and resulting in an increase of $1.5 million of the original estimated 
federal costs, project physical limits or project termini.  Informal amendments are defined as 
administrative amendments that include, but are not limited to, changing typeface, formatting, 
pictures, and updating staff members and their responsibilities. 


9. Coordinate the public participation plan with statewide and regional public participation processes 
wherever possible to enhance public consideration of the issues, plans and programs, to minimize 
redundancies and costs. 


Public Participation Goal, Objective, and Policies 


Goal: To provide the public with information on transportation planning services and project development 
in a thorough, convenient, and timely manner 


Objective 1: The Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) will actively engage 
the public in the transportation planning process according to the policies contained in this Public 
Participation Plan and State and Federal law. 


Policy 1: The MPO will maintain a reasonably current and up-to-date database of contacts 
including at a minimum the following individuals and agencies to provide that all interested 
parties have reasonable opportunities to comment on the transportation planning process 
and products: 


• Elected Officials 
• Local Government Staff 
• Transportation Agencies (port, airports, transit, etc.) 
• Local Media 
• Homeowners’ Associations 
• Civic Groups 
• Special Interest Groups 
• Sarasota and Manatee County Libraries (for public display) 


 
Other parties that would have an interest in the planning and development of the 
transportation network, including affected public agencies in the transportation planning 
area: 


• Federal, state and local agencies responsible for land use management, natural 
resources, environmental protection, conservation and historic preservation and 
other environmental issues 


• Private Freight Shippers 
• Representatives of Public Transportation Employees 
• Providers of Freight Transportation Services 
• Private Providers of Transportation 
• Representatives of Users of Public Transportation 
• Pedestrian Representatives 
• Representatives of Bicyclists 
• Representatives of people with all abilities 


 
Policy 2: The MPO will mail or email meeting announcements and invitations to the MPO 
contact list or to targeted groups for upcoming activities. 
 







Sarasota/Manatee MPO PPP 2017  Click here for Table of Contents Page | 15 


Policy 3: The MPO shall employ visualization techniques to depict transportation plans. 
Examples of visualization techniques include charts, graphs, photo interpretation, maps, use 
of GIS systems, artist renderings, physical models and/or computer simulation. 


 
Objective 2:  The MPO will keep the public informed of ongoing transportation related activities on a 
continuous basis. 


 
Policy 1: The MPO will make all publications and work products available to the public on the 
MPO website and the MPO staff office, and employ visualization techniques to describe 
transportation actions as part of the LRTP as well as notify the public of available language 
translation services. 
 
Policy 2: MPO staff will be available to provide general and project-specific information 
during normal business hours, and after hours at the request of community interest groups 
with reasonable notice. 
 
Policy 3: The MPO will issue periodic notices containing timely and relevant content of 
interest to the Sarasota/Manatee area citizens in addition to its regular, ongoing public 
notices of meetings and decisions 
 
Policy 4: The MPO will maintain an Internet web site, updated as needed to provide the most 
current information available. 


  
Policy 5: The website shall, at a minimum, contain the following information: 


• Contact information (mailing address, phone, fax and email) 
• Current MPO committee membership 
• Meeting calendars and agenda 
• Work products and publications (TIPs, LRTPs, Unified Planning Work Programs, etc.) 
• Comment/Question Form 
• Links to related agencies and other online sources as available 
• Current bylaws and operating procedures (including the participation plan and 


updates) 
 
Policy 6: The MPO will employ visualization techniques, interactive maps, project-specific 
maps and graphs, digital photography, Geographical Information Systems, map overlays, 
PowerPoint presentations, aerial photography, technical drawings, charts and graphs to help 
convey information and solicit community feedback. 


 
Objective 3:  The MPO will encourage the involvement of all Sarasota and Manatee County citizens 
in the transportation planning process. 


 
Policy 1: Target audiences will be identified for each planning study conducted by the MPO, 
including residents, business and property owners and people who are traditionally 
underserved and underrepresented, including people with low-income, people with Limited 
English Proficiency (LEP), people who are transit dependent, people of color, older adults, 
and people with all abilities, within the study area. 
 
Policy 2: The MPO will hold public meetings at a site convenient to potentially affected 
citizens whenever possible. 
 
Policy 3: The MPO will implement its Limited English Proficiency Plan to provide an 
opportunity for people who are limited in their use of the English language, to participate in 
MPO programs for individuals  
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Objective 4: The MPO shall strive to continuously improve Public Participation. 
  


Policy 1: The MPO shall continuously evaluate public participation techniques. 
 
Policy 2: This Public Participation Plan and the Evaluation Guide shall be reviewed and 
adopted, with revisions if necessary, at least every three (3) years to improve the 
effectiveness of public involvement. 


 
Objective 5: The MPO shall participate in public participation activities for individual transportation 
improvement projects from the planning phase through construction. 


 
Policy 1: The MPO will assist the Florida Department of Transportation, local governments 
and other transportation agencies in the development and implementation of public 
participation activities. 
 
Policy 2: The MPO will participate in the Efficient Transportation Decision Making (ETDM) 
Program. 
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Existing Strategies and Techniques 
Public Participation is an ongoing activity of the MPO, with several techniques continuously occurring.  
Public Participation is an integral part of both continuous outreach and one-time activities such as corridor 
studies and regularly repeated activities such as the annual TIP process and LRTP updates. The strategies 
implemented through the PPP revolve around the activities of the MPO’s advisory committees and 
outreach efforts conducted by MPO staff. This section of the Plan describes these strategies as well as 
implementation during the process of developing the MPO’s major planning documents, the LRTP and TIP. 
As with the MPO Board meetings, all advisory committee meetings are open to the public and 
opportunities are provided for public comment. Meeting information, including schedules, start times, 
locations and agendas, is available on the website (www.mympo.org). This section contains descriptions of 
public participation tools currently used by the MPO. Included with the description is a list of activities each 
tool may be used for. 
 
MPO Web Site 


Description:  The site was established in November 2000 with basic information about the MPO 
process, members, meeting times and contact information.  The site is a “living” resource and 
archive and is regularly updated, expanded and improved upon to effectively communicate MPO 
news with the public and as a mechanism to receive public 
comments.  The MPO staff regularly updates the blog and work 
products, such as the Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP), the 
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and the Long Range 
Transportation Plan (LRTP) are available for downloading from the 
site.  The site provides many links to other transportation related 
sites from the local to national level. In 2009 the website received 
a major redesign and has been made more user friendly. The site 
is maintained and updated by MPO staff. 
Activities:  The site is used to promote regular and special 
meetings, planning studies, publications and work products. 


 
Social Media 


Description: The MPO utilizes Twitter primarily to promote MPO meetings and events, such as the opening of 
the public comment period for the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and Long Range 
Transportation Plan (LRTP) amendment/update comment period. The MPO recognizes the importance of 
reaching out to communities on social media tools like Twitter and recommend expanding online presence 
by creating a Sarasota/Manatee MPO Facebook page. Use of these tools on our projects is evaluated on a 


case-by-case basis. They are used to communicate information 
to the public as well as providing a means for the public to 
communicate back to MPO with comments or questions. 
Additionally, the MPO coordinates with local 
agencies/municipalities to leverage their social media 
resources for all relevant projects.  
Activities: Corridor studies, small-area studies, other planning 
studies or major activities, Regular monthly meetings, other 
public meetings, rule changes, project specific meetings, 
workshops, open houses, or hearings, Long Range 
Transportation Plan, Transportation Improvement Program, and 
other major MPO activities. 


 
MPO Master Database and Distribution Lists 


Description:  MPO staff maintains a master database of all contacts, both business and public, on a 
continuous basis.  The database includes committee membership, mailing information, phone and 
fax numbers, and e-mail and internet addresses.  The database is used for maintaining up-to-date 



http://www.mympo.org/
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committee membership lists, special interest groups and homeowners’ association contacts, and the 
newsletter mailing list.  Membership lists generated using the database are provided to the public, 
municipalities and other agencies upon request.  The database will be used to establish and 
maintain a list of e-mail contacts for electronic meeting notification and announcements. 
Activities:  The database is used to enhance public participation activities. 


 
Legal Advertisements and Public Notices 


Description: The MPO regularly posts notices and advertisements for the MPO Board, the TAC, CAC, 
BPTAC, STD and MTD meetings.  The ads provide a description of the meeting agenda, including 
contact information. 
Activities:  Regular monthly meetings, other public meetings, rule changes.  


 
Display Ads 


Description:  Ads may be published to promote meetings 
that are not regularly scheduled, such as corridor study 
workshops.  They may be published in print, online or 
though other media, appropriate to reach the public and 
stakeholders more effectively. 
Activities:  Project specific meetings, workshops, open 
houses, or hearings. 


 
Project-specific Newsletters 


Description:  For individual projects, such as corridor studies, that are typically performed using 
consulting services, newsletters are often used to address specific project issues.  These newsletters 
are mailed to targeted residents, businesses and property owners in the area that are expected to be 
impacted by a particular study.  Information regarding upcoming project meetings, alternatives being 
proposed in the area, and other project news is reported in these newsletters. 
Activities:  Corridor studies, small-area studies, other planning studies or major activities. 


 
Other Communication Tools 


Description:  When project-specific newsletters are not used, content may be prepared for 
publication in other newsletters produced by municipalities, homeowners’ associations, church 
groups, civic groups, or others that may have an interest in the MPO and/or its projects.  These 
articles are subject to the publication dates and space restrictions of the individual publishers. 
Opportunities are also sought to present to civic and social agencies, participate in community 
forums (such as radio talk shows or gatherings), provide TV news highlights and to utilize public 
services notices to create community awareness of planning activities. 
Activities:  Corridor studies, small-area studies, other planning studies or major activities. 


 
Press Releases 


Description:  Formal press releases are sent to local media (newspaper, TV and radio) 
to announce upcoming meetings and activities and to provide information on specific 
issues being considered by the MPO or their committees. 
Activities:  Corridor or other planning studies, workshops, open houses, public hearings, 
and other MPO activities. 


 
Project-specific Web Sites 


Description:  For individual projects, such as corridor studies, that are typically performed using 
consulting services, project-specific web sites are often used.  In this case, a link to the project site is 
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included on the MPO site.  Project web sites can contain study area maps, meeting announcements, 
descriptions of potential alternatives, comment forms, user surveys and contact information for the 
project team  
Activities:  Corridor studies, small-area studies, other planning studies and major MPO projects. 


 
Project Workshops/Open Houses 


Description:  These are public meetings that are generally open and informal, with project team 
members interacting with the public on a one-on-one basis.  Short presentations may be given at 
these meetings.  The purpose of project-specific meetings is to provide project information to the 
public and to solicit public comment. 
Activities:  Corridor studies, small-area studies, other planning studies, project priority process, 
certification review, Long Range Transportation Plan and other major MPO activities. 


 
Small Group Meetings/Focus Groups 


Description:  During projects such as planning studies, meetings are held with small groups that 
have an interest in the project.  Meetings could be with homeowners or neighborhood associations, 
civic groups, special interest groups, or other groups of affected or interested parties. 
Activities:  Corridor studies, small-area studies, other planning studies, and other MPO activities. 


 
E-mail Announcements   


Description:  Meeting announcements and MPO information will be e-mailed to interested persons 
that have submitted their e-mail addresses to MPO staff. 
Activities:  Corridor studies, small-area studies, other planning studies, regular meetings, public 
hearings, workshops, open houses, and other major MPO activities. 


 
Fact Sheets  


Description:  Used to provide summary information regarding MPO policy, programs and projects.  
Fact sheets can be distributed at public meetings, on the MPO web site, and in public places such as 
libraries and community centers.  Individuals and special interest groups can request fact sheets 
directly from the MPO staff office. 
Activities:  Corridor studies, small-area studies, other planning studies, project priorities process, 
Long Range Transportation Plan, Transportation Improvement Program, and other MPO activities. 


 
MPO Recognition 


Description:  A logo and consistent font and color scheme representing the MPO is used to identify 
products and publications of the MPO.  A logo helps the public become familiar with the different 
activities of the MPO by providing a means of recognizing MPO products. Future changes or revisions 
to our identity standards such as changes to the logo, changes to logo colors, use of another font or 
fonts, etc. will not necessitate revising or amending the PPP. 
Activities:  A logo should be used on all MPO publications, including those developed by consultants 
working on MPO sponsored projects. 


Logo           Official Seal 
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Font Family 
Franklin Gothic Font Family used for all MPO products, materials, publications, etc. 
Title is Franklin Gothic Heavy 
Heading is Franklin Medium Condensed 
Body is Franklin Gothic Book 
Color themes for Microsoft Office 365: 
Performance Measures: Aspect 
Reports: Office 
 
Email Signature 
Standard: 
Employee Name 
Title 
Sarasota/Manatee MPO 
7632 15th Street East 
Sarasota, Florida 34243 
941 359 5772 
www.mympo.org  
Logo (optional) 
Please note: Florida has a very broad public records law.  Most written communications to or from local officials are public records available to 
the public and media upon request.  Your email communications may therefore be subject to public disclosure. 
 


Special Event/Public Participation Opportunity: 
Employee Name 
Title 
Sarasota/Manatee MPO 
7632 15th Street East 
Sarasota, Florida 34243 
941 359 5772 
www.mympo.org  
Logo (optional) 
(insert public involvement opportunity message here) (e.g. The 2017/18 draft TIP is posted for public 
review until (this date), click here to review and leave comments) 
Please note: Florida has a very broad public records law.  Most written communications to or from local officials are public records available to 
the public and media upon request.  Your email communications may therefore be subject to public disclosure. 
 
 


Performance Measures 
All MPOs are mandated by law to focus on these performance measures.  We have associated the symbols 
and colors with performance measures to establish recognition and understanding throughout the regional 
community.  Consistent messaging throughout the performance measure process these colors and 
symbols will be used to guide the public toward comprehension during the transportation planning 
process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



http://www.mympo.org/

http://www.mympo.org/
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Public Hearings 
Description:  These are public meetings used to solicit public comment on a project 
or issue being considered for adoption by the MPO.  Hearings provide a formal 
setting for citizens to provide comments to the MPO.  Public Hearings are recorded 
and transcribed for the record. 
Activities:  Long Range Transportation Plan, Transportation Improvement Program, 
corridor studies, Project Development and Environment studies, other planning 
studies and as needed for other MPO activities. 


 
Comment Forms 


Description:  Comment forms are often used to solicit public comment on specific issues being 
presented at a workshop or other public meeting.  Comment forms can be very general in nature, or 
can ask for very specific feedback.  For example, a comment form may ask for comments on specific 
alignment alternatives being considered during a corridor study, or may ask for a person’s general 
feelings about any aspect of transportation.  Comment forms can also be included in publications 
and on web sites to solicit input regarding the subject of the publication and/or the format of the 
publication or web site. From time to time the MPO may request the submission of identifying 
information such as race, ethnicity, or income. Submission of this information is always voluntary 
and anonymous. 
Activities:  Public workshops, open houses, hearings and other meetings, general MPO activities. 


 
Surveys 


Description:  Surveys are used when very specific input from the public is desired.  A survey can be 
used in place of comment cards to ask very specific questions such as whether a person supports a 
specific alignment in a corridor study.  Surveys are also used to gather technical data during corridor 
and planning studies.  For example, participants may be asked about their daily travel patterns. From 
time to time the MPO may request the submission of identifying information such as race, ethnicity, 
or income. Submission of this information is always voluntary and anonymous. 
Activities:  Corridor studies, small-area studies and other planning studies. 


 
Government Access Television  


Description:  Both Sarasota County and Manatee County maintain a cable television network that is 
part of basic cable service within each county.  In addition to rolling message scripts, Government 
Access Television also broadcasts regular and special meetings, both live and pre-recorded, as well 
as short informative programs about governmental activities or projects of interest to the entire 
population. 
Activities:  Corridor studies, small-area studies, other planning studies, regular and special MPO 
activities. 


 
Posters and Flyers 


Description:  Posters and fliers are used to announce meetings and events and are distributed to 
public places such as City Halls, libraries and community centers for display.  The announcement 
may contain a brief description of the purpose of a meeting, the time(s) and location(s), and contact 
information.  Posters and fliers may be used to reach a large audience that cannot be reached using 
direct mailings and/or newsletters. 
Activities:  Corridor studies, small-area studies, other planning studies, regular and special MPO 
activities. 
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Organization and Structure 


Sarasota/Manatee MPO Staff 


The MPO staff consists of an Executive Director, Strategic Planning Manager, Administrative/Fiscal 
Manager, Principal Transportation Planner, two Multi Modal Transportation Planners, Planning Assistant, 
Public Involvement Coordinator, and an Office Manager. On a regular basis the committees, along with the 
MPO staff provide recommendations to the MPO Board regarding short and long-range planning, 
implementation of projects and related issues. 
   


 
  







Sarasota/Manatee MPO PPP 2017  Click here for Table of Contents Page | 24 


Sarasota/Manatee MPO Committees 


The MPO is the designated official planning agency to receive the Transportation Disadvantaged Trust 
Funds for planning for the transportation disadvantaged in the urbanized area. There are two standing 
Transportation Disadvantaged Coordinating Boards (Sarasota County and Manatee County) that are 
chaired by an elected official from the county in which their board serves. 
The principal responsibilities of the MPO include the development of a 25-year Long Range Transportation 
Plan (LRTP), a Congestion Management Process (CMP), a five-year Transportation Improvement Program 
(TIP), and related planning studies and projects deemed necessary to address transportation issues in the 
Sarasota and Manatee County area. Local transportation needs are reevaluated annually. Based on this 
evaluation, project priorities are established and forwarded to the Florida Department of Transportation for 
inclusion into its Five-Year Work Program. The MPO then adopts annually a 5-year TIP. Additionally, MPOs 
are required to develop and adopt a minimum 25-year LRTP.   
All meetings and official activities of the MPO are held in buildings and locations that comply with 
accessibility standards according to the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA.) Any member of the public 
requiring translations or special accommodations of any kind are requested to contact the MPO Public 
Involvement Coordinator at least five business days before a scheduled meeting. The MPO will make every 
reasonable accommodation to ensure public involvement.   


July 


•Closed for 4th 
of July holiday


•SECOND 
MONDAY of the 
month
•Citizens 


Advisory 
Committee 
(CAC) meets


•Technical 
Advisory 
Committee 
(TAC) meets


•Bike Ped Trail 
Advisory 
Committee 
(BPTAC) 
meets


•FOURTH 
MONDAY of the 
month
•MPO Board 


meets 


August


•Recess - no 
meetings


September


•Closed for 
Labor Day 
holiday


•SECOND 
MONDAY of the 
month
•Citizens 


Advisory 
Committee 
(CAC) meets


•Technical 
Advisory 
Committee 
(TAC) meets


•Bike Ped Trail 
Advisory 
Committee 
(BPTAC) 
meets


•STD Board 
meets


•FOURTH 
MONDAY of the 
month
•MPO Board 


meets 
•Public 


Transportation 
Task Force


October


•SECOND 
MONDAY of the 
month
•Citizens 


Advisory 
Committee 
(CAC) meets


•Technical 
Advisory 
Committee 
(TAC) meets


•Bike Ped Trail 
Advisory 
Committee 
(BPTAC) 
meets


•FOURTH 
MONDAY of the 
month
•MPO Board 


meets 


November


•Closed for 
Veterans Day 
holiday


•MTD Board 
meets


•STD Board 
meets


•Closed for 
Thanksgiving 
holiday and the 
day after


December


•SECOND 
MONDAY of the 
month
•Citizens 


Advisory 
Committee 
(CAC) meets


•Technical 
Advisory 
Committee 
(TAC) meets


•Bike Ped Trail 
Advisory 
Committee 
(BPTAC) 
meets


•**THIRD 
MONDAY of the 
month
•MPO Board 


meets 
•Public 


Transportation 
Task Force


•Closed for 
Christmas Eve 
and Christmas 
Day holidays


Sarasota/Manatee MPO Typical Meeting Timeline 


Technical Advisory Committee 
(TAC) 


 


Citizen Advisory Committee 
(CAC) 


 
Bicycle, Pedestrian, and Trails Advisory Committee 


(BPTAC) 


Sarasota/Manatee MPO Governing Board Opportunity for 
Public 
Involvement 
 
Public comment 
period on every 
agenda with 
seven days of 
public notice. 


January


•SECOND 
MONDAY of 
the month
•Citizens 


Advisory 
Committee 
(CAC) meets


•Technical 
Advisory 
Committee 
(TAC) meets


•Bike Ped 
Trail Advisory 
Committee 
(BPTAC) 
meets


•Manatee 
Transportation 
Disadvantaged 
(TD) Board 
meets


•Closed for Dr. 
Martin Luther 
King, Jr. 
holiday


•Sarasota 
Transportation 
Disadvantaged 
(STD) Board 
meets


•FOURTH 
MONDAY of 
the month
•MPO Board 


meets 


February


•Recess - no 
meetings


March


•SECOND 
MONDAY of 
the month
•Citizens 


Advisory 
Committee 
(CAC) meets


•Technical 
Advisory 
Committee 
(TAC) meets


•Bike Ped 
Trail Advisory 
Committee 
(BPTAC) 
meets


•FOURTH 
MONDAY of 
the month
•MPO Board 


meets 


April


•SECOND 
MONDAY of 
the month
•Citizens 


Advisory 
Committee 
(CAC) meets


•Technical 
Advisory 
Committee 
(TAC) meets


•Bike Ped 
Trail Advisory 
Committee 
(BPTAC) 
meets


•FOURTH 
MONDAY of 
the month
•MPO Board 


meets


May


•STD Board 
meets


•Closed for 
Memorial Day 
holiday


June


•SECOND 
MONDAY of 
the month
•Citizens 


Advisory 
Committee 
(CAC) meets


•Technical 
Advisory 
Committee 
(TAC) meets


•Bike Ped 
Trail Advisory 
Committee 
(BPTAC) 
meets


•MTD Board 
meets


•FOURTH 
MONDAY of 
the month
•MPO Board 


meets
•Public 


Transportation 
Task Force 
(PTTF) meets
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MPO Governing Board 
 
Membership Criteria: The number of positions and eligibility on the MPO Board are determined by federal 
regulations and Florida statutes, and are updated as needed based on U.S. Census data.  Today, the 
Sarasota/Manatee MPO has an 18-member apportioned governing Board made up of elected 
representatives of both counties and nine (9) cities within both counties, a representative of the Sarasota 
Manatee Airport Authority, and the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) District 1 Secretary 
serving as a non-voting advisor. 
 
Meeting Schedule: Typically held at 9:00AM on the FOURTH MONDAY of the month, approximately eight 
months of the year (exceptions noted).  Please check the MPO website for the latest meetings schedule 
which may include updates: www.mympo.org. 
 
Meeting Location: Pending the MPO office relocation, the MPO Board meetings are typically held in the 
Conference Room of the Holiday Inn, 8009 15th Street East, Sarasota, FL, 34243.  After the MPO 
relocates, committee meetings and MPO Board meetings will be held in the conference room at the new 
location. 
 
Public Notice of MPO Board Meetings and Workshops: In addition to posting in a prominent location on the 
MPO website at www.mympo.org, MPO Board Meetings are posted among major public meetings of 
Manatee and Sarasota County and related agencies on the Manatee and Sarasota County website at 
http://www.mymanatee.org and https://www.scgov.net, respectively. The MPO staff emails press releases 
with meeting agendas to local media including daily and business newspapers, local television stations 
and government access television. Notices of MPO Board meetings are typically included in public 
meetings calendar sections of major local newspapers, at their discretion. Important documents, including 
the annual update to the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), are considered for adoption at a 
regularly scheduled MPO Board meeting. In those instances, the MPO may purchase legal or display 
advertising in one or more major local newspaper based on circulation, including Spanish language 
newspapers. Purchased ads for major documents are typically published twice, and may also be noticed by 
purchased advertising in the Florida Administrative Weekly, available at www.flrules.org. 
 
Emergency Meetings: In case of emergencies, written notice of any meetings will be given to each MPO 
Board member as far in advance of the meeting as possible and by the most direct means of 
communications.  If county emergency operations center is activated, meeting notices will be provided 
through the emergency communications system. In addition, notice of emergency meeting will be 
distributed through social media channels and given to the public media. An emergency is considered an 
event that is accidental, natural and/or caused by man, which necessitates immediate action because it 
results or may result in substantial injury or harm to the population or the MPO or substantial damage to or 
loss of property or public funds.  
 
Available Documents: Documents available on the MPO website at www.mympo.org include meeting 
agendas and backup information, meeting summaries, meeting minutes, copies of presentations, and 
audio recordings of the meetings. Agendas are posted on the MPO website one week prior to a meeting. 
Meeting summaries are posted within a few days following a meeting. Meeting minutes are posted 
following their adoption at the next regularly scheduled MPO Board meeting. 
 
 
Public Participation and Comment: Members of the public are encouraged to monitor meeting agendas 
and backup information, and to attend MPO Board meetings, workshops, or retreats. Members of the 



http://www.mympo.org/

http://www.mymanatee.org/

https://www.scgov.net/

http://www.flrules.org/

http://www.mympo.org/
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public are given an opportunity to address the MPO Board at each scheduled meeting on any specific 
agenda item or transportation related topic. 


  


 
 


 
 
 


MPO Board Meetings 
are held the at the 
Holiday Inn 


8009 15th Street East  
Sarasota, FL 34243 
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Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) 
 
Membership Criteria: The Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) includes planning and/or engineering 
representatives from all the MPO’s member jurisdictions, as well as transit agency and school board 
representatives. The TAC makes regular recommendations to the MPO Board on technical issues and 
other action items. The Sarasota/Manatee MPO TAC membership is limited to staff representatives 
including professional planners and operational managers from various agencies. 
 
Please refer to the adopted Bylaws for details found here. Currently, the TAC includes approximately 24 
regular members plus designated alternates. Requests for positions on this advisory committee may be 
made to the MPO Board by the above agencies. 
 
Meeting Schedule: Typically held at 10:00 AM on the SECOND MONDAY of the month, approximately eight 
months of the year (exceptions noted). Please check the MPO website for the latest meetings schedule 
which may include updates: www.mympo.org. 
 
Meeting Location: Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) meetings are typically held in the conference room 
of the Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization, 7632 15th Street East, Sarasota, FL, 34243. 
 
Public Notice of Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Meetings: TAC meetings are prominently listed on the 
MPO website at www.mympo.org. Local newspapers and public calendar opportunities typically do not 
include listings for any committee level meetings. 
 
Agendas and Meeting Minutes: Agendas for TAC meetings are posted on the MPO website at 
www.mympo.org, one week prior to a meeting. Meeting minutes are posted within a few days following 
their adoption at the next regularly scheduled TAC meeting. 
 
Public Participation and Comment: Members of the public are encouraged to attend all TAC meetings, and 
are given an opportunity to address the TAC members on any scheduled agenda item or transportation 
related topic.  
 
 
 


 


  


Technical Advisory Committee  
Meetings 
are held in the 


Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization  
Conference Room 



http://www.mympo.org/images/PDF/tac-bylaws-07-27-15.pdf

http://www.mympo.org/
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Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) 
Membership Criteria: The function of the CAC is to provide citizens' views and recommendations to the 
Sarasota/Manatee MPO Governing Board on projects, plans, and programs referred to the Committee. The 
CAC is comprised of 28 members appointed by local jurisdictions.  Individuals interested in serving on the 
CAC may contact their county commissioner or city council representative to volunteer and may be 
appointed if there is a vacancy. If you would like information on how to become a CAC member contact the 
MPO office, at 941 359 5772 or email us: mpo@mympo.org  
Please refer to the adopted Bylaws for details found here.  
 
Meeting Schedule: Typically held at 5:00 PM on the SECOND MONDAY of the month, approximately eight 
months of the year (exceptions noted). Please check the MPO website for the latest meetings schedule 
which may include updates: www.mympo.org.  
 
Meeting Location: CAC meetings are typically held in the conference room of the Sarasota/Manatee 
Metropolitan Planning Organization, 7632 15th Street East, Sarasota, FL, 34243. 
 
Public Noticing of Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) Meetings: CAC meetings are prominently listed on the 
MPO website at www.mympo.org. Local newspapers and public calendar opportunities typically do not 
include listings for any committee level meetings. 
 
Agendas and Meeting Minutes: Agendas for CAC meetings are posted on the MPO website at 
www.mympo.org, one week prior to a meeting. Meeting minutes are posted within a few days following 
their adoption at the next regularly scheduled CAC meeting. 
 
Public Participation and Comment: Members of the public are encouraged to attend all CAC meetings, and 
are given an opportunity to address the CAC members on any scheduled agenda item or transportation 
related topic. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


  


Citizens Advisory Committee  
Meetings 
are held in the 


Sarasota/Manatee  
Metropolitan Planning Organization 


Conference Room 



mailto:mpo@mympo.org

https://www.mympo.org/images/PDF/cac-bylaws-07-27-15.pdf
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Bicycle, Pedestrian, Trails Advisory Committee (BPTAC) 
Membership Criteria: The Sarasota/Manatee MPO Bicycle, Pedestrian, Trails Advisory Committee (BPTAC) 
membership is generally comprised of professional planning staff representatives from Manatee and 
Sarasota County and its municipalities, along with representatives from bicycling enthusiast groups, 
bicycling safety programs, and related interests. The BPTAC reviews plans and policies regarding bicycle, 
pedestrian and multi-use trail projects and makes recommendations to the MPO board. Individuals 
interested in serving on the BPTAC may contact their county commissioner or city council representative to 
volunteer and may be appointed if there is a vacancy. If you would like information on how to become a 
BPTAC member contact the MPO office, at 941 359 5772 or email us: mpo@mympo.org. The BPTAC may 
have up to fifteen members who are endorsed by the MPO board.  Membership is open to a wide array of 
interested groups and citizens.  Individual may be nominated by one of the groups listed below or may 
attend meetings and ask to be approved for membership by the MPO governing board.  


o Local governments 
o Law enforcement agencies 
o Educators 
o Cyclists 
o Hikers 
o Walkers 
o Environmentalists 
o Businesses 
o Interested citizens 


 
Please refer to the adopted Bylaws for details found here. 
 
Membership Schedule: Typically held at 8:30 AM on the SECOND MONDAY of the month, approximately 
eight months of the year (exceptions noted). Please check the MPO website for the latest meetings 
schedule which may include updates: www.mympo.org 
 
Meeting Location: Bicycle, Pedestrian, Trails Advisory Committee (BPTAC) meetings are typically held in the 
conference room of the Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization, 7632 15th Street East, 
Sarasota, FL, 34243. 
 
Public Noticing of Citizens Advisory Committee (BPTAC) Meetings: Bicycle, Pedestrian, Trails Advisory 
Committee (BPTAC) meetings are prominently listed on the MPO website at www.mympo.org. Local 
newspapers and public calendar opportunities typically do not include listings for any committee level 
meetings. 
 
Agendas and Meeting Minutes: Agendas for Bicycle, Pedestrian, Trails Advisory Committee (BPTAC) 
meetings are posted on the MPO website at www.mympo.org, one week prior to a meeting. Meeting 
minutes are posted within a few days following their adoption at the next regularly scheduled BPTAC 
meeting. 
 
Public Participation and Comment: Members of the public are encouraged to attend all Bicycle, Pedestrian, 
Trails Advisory Committee (BPTAC) meetings, and are given an opportunity to address the BPTAC members 
on any scheduled agenda item or transportation related topic. 
 
 


  


 
Bicycle, Pedestrian, Trails 
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Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan 
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Conference Room 



mailto:mpo@mympo.org

https://www.mympo.org/images/PDF/bppackets/bptac-members-and-resolution-05-05-17.pdf
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The Public Transportation Task Force (PTTF) 
The Public Transportation Task Force advises the MPO Board on issues related to the development of 
regional inter-county public transportation services as specified in the MPO Long Range Transportation 
Plan. The public interest is represented by the broad-based inclusion of elected officials from the counties 
and municipal jurisdictions served in the Sarasota/Manatee MPO region. This group meets quarterly or as 
needed and are publicly noticed to allow for public participation.  
 


Transportation Disadvantaged Local Coordinating Boards 
Each county in the state has a Transportation Disadvantaged program to provide transportation to those 
who, because of physical or mental disability, income status, or age, are unable to transport themselves or 
to purchase transportation and are, therefore, dependent upon others to obtain access to health care, 
employment, education, shopping, social activities, or other life-sustaining activities, or children who are 
handicapped or high-risk. The Sarasota/Manatee area provides that transportation service through both 
Sarasota County Area Transit and Manatee County Area Transit. 
 
Each county has a Local Transportation Coordinating Board (LCB) to oversee the transit agency providing 
the service to the Transportation Disadvantaged population. This board is comprised of a cross-section of 
users or user representatives including, but not limited to, state social service agencies, local agencies, 
users of the system, elderly citizens, and school board representatives.  
For more detailed information, go to www.fdot.gov/ctd 
 


If you would be interested in applying for local transportation services, call either, 
Manatee County Area Transit (MCAT) at 941 748-2317 or  


Sarasota County Area Transit (SCAT) at 941-861-1234  
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Coordination with others: list of state and local resource agencies 
 
   


Local Government 
 
Port Manatee 
  
Sarasota Manatee Airport Authority 
 
Manatee County Government 
 
City of Anna Maria 
 
City of Bradenton Beach 
 
City of Bradenton 
 
City of Holmes Beach 
  
City of Palmetto 
 
Town of Longboat Key 
 
Sarasota County Government 
 
City of North Port 
 
City of Sarasota 
 
City of Venice 


 
 
 


MPO Related Community Resources 
 
Sarasota Manatee Commuter Services 
  
TBARTA Commuter Services 
  
Charlotte County - Punta Gorda MPO 
  
Collier County MPO 
  
Florida MPO Advisory Council 
 
MPOAC Revenue Study - Final Report 
  
Hernando County MPO 
  
Hillsborough County MPO 
  
Lee County MPO 
  
Pasco County MPO 
  
Pinellas County MPO 
  
Polk TPO 
  
West Central Florida MPO Chairs Coordinating Committee 
  
Federal Highway Administration Environmental Justice Reference Guide 
  
Florida Department of Transportation 
  
Florida Department of Transportation Complete Streets 
  
Florida Commission for Transportation Disadvantaged 
 
Florida's Strategic Intermodal System 


Florida Department of Transportation - Statewide Plans 


Florida Transportation Commission 
  
Center for Urban Transportation Research 
  
Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council Study 
  
Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council 
  
Sarasota Manatee Traffic Incident Management Team 
  
Tampa Bay Area Regional Transit Authority 
  
FDOT Traffic Incident Management 
 
Bicycle, Pedestrian, and Trail Links 
 
Safety Program Links 
 
Freight and Logistics Overview 
 
Tampa Bay Regional Strategic Freight Plan 
 
Manatee County 
 
Sarasota County 
 



http://www.portmanatee.com/about.aspx

http://www.srq-airport.com/aboutSRQ.aspx

http://www.mymanatee.org/

http://www.cityofannamaria.com/

http://cityofbradentonbeach.com/

http://www.cityofbradenton.com/

http://www.holmesbeachfl.org/

http://www.palmettofl.org/

http://www.longboatkey.org/

http://www.scgov.net/

http://www.cityofnorthport.com/

http://www.sarasotagov.com/index2.html

http://www.venicegov.com/

http://www.commuterservicesfl.com/

http://www.tampabayrideshare.com/

http://www.ccmpo.com/

http://www.colliercountympo.com/

http://www.mpoac.org/

http://www.mpoac.org/

https://www.mympo.org/images/PDF/MPOAC/mpoac-revenue-study-final-report.pdf

http://www.co.hernando.fl.us/mpo/

http://www.hillsboroughmpo.org/

http://www.mpo-swfl.org/

http://www.pascocountyfl.net/devser/dept/mpo/mpo.html

http://www.pinellascounty.org/mpo/

http://polktpo.com/

http://www.regionaltransportation.org/

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/environmental_justice/resources/reference_guide_2015/section00.cfm

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/environmental_justice/resources/reference_guide_2015/section00.cfm

http://www.fdot.gov/

http://www.fdot.gov/roadway/csi/default.shtm

http://www.fdot.gov/ctd/

http://www.dot.state.fl.us/ctd/

http://www.dot.state.fl.us/ctd/

http://www.fdot.gov/roadway/csi/default.shtm

http://www.fdot.gov/planning/plans/

http://www.ftc.state.fl.us/

http://www.cutr.usf.edu/

http://www.swfrpc.org/

http://www.tbrpc.org/

http://www.swfltim.org/CSMTIMTeam.htm

http://www.tbarta.com/

http://www.swfltim.org/default.htm

http://mympo.org/bike-ped-trails-committee-page.html

https://www.mympo.org/safety-program-links

http://tampabayfreight.com/strategic-freight-plan-web-document/

https://www.mympo.org/PDF/manateefreight.pdf

https://www.mympo.org/PDF/sarasotafreight.pdf
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MPO Major Planning Documents 


Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) 


The Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) is a statement of work identifying the planning priorities and 
activities to be carried out by the MPO for the next two (2) years. At a minimum, a UPWP includes a 
description of the planning work and resulting products, who will perform the work, time frames for 
completion, costs and the source(s) of funding. UPWP planning activities are driven by factors that include, 
but are not limited to: economic vitality, environmental protection and transportation safety, security, 
accessibility, connectivity, system management, efficiency and maintenance. 
 
MPO develops the UPWP every other year in accordance with the current Florida MPO Program 
Management Handbook. The UPWP is submitted to federal and state review agencies according to the 
dates, processes and agencies described in the handbook. A sufficient public comment period is provided 
to obtain input for the development of the UPWP. The draft UPWP is submitted to the MPO’s Technical 
Advisory Committee (TAC) and Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) for their review and recommendation.  
 
With the committees’ recommendations and public input, the MPO reviews and approves the draft UPWP 
for submittal to federal and state review agencies for comment. The final UPWP, addressing federal and 
state review agency comments, is submitted to the TAC and CAC for final recommendations to the MPO. 
The MPO approves the final UPWP, which is then sent to review agencies for final acceptance.  
With final acceptance by federal and state review agencies, the UPWP becomes effective for the coming 
two fiscal years that commence on July 1 of the first year.  The UPWP can be downloaded here: 
www.mympo.org/programs/unified-planning-work-program 
 
  



http://www.mympo.org/programs/unified-planning-work-program
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Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) - Public Participation Process 


Biennial UPWP 
Adoption  


The public will be provided with the following opportunities to review and comment on the draft UPWP 
during a 30-day period:  


o The Draft UPWP will be posted on the MPO website at www.mympo.org along with an 
opportunity for online submittal of comments.  


o Printed copies will be made available for public review at the MPO office during regular 
business hours.  


o Written comments may be submitted by mail or email in addition to the opportunity to submit 
electronic comments online through the MPO website.  


o Verbal comments may be made during the public comment portion of the agenda during 
regularly scheduled MPO Board or committee meetings, and/or during a properly noticed 
MPO Board meeting where adoption of a UPWP is scheduled on the agenda.  


Availability of the draft UPWP for public review and comment and the MPO Board meeting to consider 
its adoption shall be publicly noticed as follows:  


o Posted on the MPO website (www.mympo.org) for a minimum of 30 days  
o Distributed by news release to all major newspaper and television media outlets serving the 


area  
o Advertised in widely circulated local newspapers including a Spanish newspaper.  
o A Public Notice announcement will be sent to all Manatee and Sarasota County branch 


libraries and municipal libraries for posting 
When significant public comments are received on a draft UPWP as a result of public involvement, a 
summary, analysis and report on the disposition of comments shall be made part of the final UPWP. If 
the final UPWP differs significantly from the one made available for public comment or raises new 
material issues, an additional opportunity for public comment must be made available.  


UPWP Administrative 
Modifications  


UPWP modifications are coordinated with FDOT and do not change the FHWA approved planning 
budget or the scope of the FHWA funded work task.  


UPWP Amendments  UPWP amendments change the FHWA approved planning budget, the scope of the FHWA work task, 
or add/delete a work task.  The MPO staff will submit all proposed draft UPWP amendments (whether 
received or initiated by the MPO) through the TAC, CAC, and to the MPO Board for approval. The public 
is invited to attend and provide comments during each of these meetings at the designated place on 
the agenda. Proposed draft amendments to the approved UPWP shall be distributed for public review 
and comment as follows for 14 days prior to a meeting of the MPO Board to consider amendment 
approval.  


o Posted on the MPO website (www.mympo.org) for a minimum of 14 days  
o Distributed by news release to all major newspaper and television media outlets serving the 


area  
o A Public Notice announcement will be sent to all Manatee and Sarasota County branch 


libraries and municipal libraries for posting.  
  



http://www.mympo.org/

http://www.mympo.org/

http://www.mympo.org/
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Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) 
 
Every five years, the MPO adopts a new LRTP. This plan provides a common vision for the community’s 
future transportation needs.  This document addresses the expenditure of federal, state, and local 
transportation funds over a 20-year period. MPOs must allow public review and comment on the LRTP 
during development of the plan. Included in the LRTP is a projection of anticipated transportation funding 
and projected costs. Because funds are limited, public input is essential to help identify the priority 
projects that will be included in the plan for implementation. The LRTP may be amended periodically 
because of changes in projected federal, state, and local needs or funding. 
 
The public can provide input throughout the planning process which takes up to two years. The LRTP has 
its own public participation plan which may include a project website, a survey used to gather broad input, 
and special public hearings that members of the community can attend. The public is also asked to 
comment when the plan is drafted and when interim amendments are proposed.  The MPO hosts public 
workshops to provide comments on the LRTP. Agencies and groups that are typically involved represent 
land use, natural resources, environmental protection, historic preservation, neighborhood associations, 
transit riders, residents, business groups, public agencies, etc. Everyone within the MPO’s jurisdiction 
should have the opportunity to participate in the transportation planning process.  
 


Long-Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) - Public Involvement Process 
LRTP 
Adoption  


The public will be provided with the following opportunities to review and comment on the Draft LRTP during 
a 30-day period:  


o The Draft LRTP will be posted on the MPO website at www.mympo.org along with an opportunity for 
online submittal of comments.  


o Printed copies will be made available for public review at the MPO office during regular business 
hours.  


o Written comments may be submitted by mail or email in addition to the opportunity to submit 
electronic comments online through the MPO website.  


o Verbal comments may be made during the public comment portion of the agenda during regularly 
scheduled MPO Board or committee meetings, and/or during a properly noticed MPO Board 
meeting where adoption of a LRTP is scheduled on the agenda.  


Availability of the Draft LRTP for public review and comment and the public MPO Board meeting where its 
approval is scheduled on the agenda will be publicly noticed as follows:  


o Posted on the MPO website (www.mympo.org) for a minimum of 30 days  
o Advertised in one or more local newspapers including Spanish papers at least 14 days in advance.  
o Distributed by news release to all major newspaper and television media outlets serving the area.  
o A Public Notice announcement will be sent to all Manatee and Sarasota County branch libraries and 


municipal libraries for posting.  
When significant public comments are received on a Draft LRTP as a result of public involvement, a 
summary, analysis and report on the disposition of comments shall be made part of the final LRTP.  If the 
final LRTP differs significantly from the one made available for public comment or raises new material 
issues, an additional opportunity for public comment must be made available. 


LRTP 
Administrative 
Modifications 


Revisions are coordinated with FDOT and are brought through the TAC, CAC, and to the MPO Board for 
approval. The public is invited to attend and provide comments during each of these meetings at the 
designated place on the agenda.  


LRTP 
Amendments  


The MPO staff will submit all proposed draft LRTP amendments through the TAC, CAC, BPTAC, and to the 
MPO Board for approval. The public is invited to attend and provide comments during each of these 
meetings at the designated place on the agenda. Proposed draft amendments to the approved LRTP shall 
be distributed for public review and comment 14 days prior to amendment approval.  


o Posted on the MPO website (www.mympo.org) for a minimum of 14 days  
o Distributed by news release to all major newspaper and television media outlets serving the area  
o A Public Notice announcement will be sent to all Manatee and Sarasota County branch libraries and 


municipal libraries for posting  
  



http://www.mympo.org/

http://www.mympo.org/

http://www.mympo.org/
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Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 
 
The MPO’s Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) is a 5-year plan that identifies, prioritizes, and 
allocates funding for transportation projects. During the development of the TIP, the MPO must, in 
cooperation with FDOT and any affected public transit operation, provide citizens, affected public agencies, 
representatives of transportation agency employees, freight shippers, providers of freight transportation 
services, private providers of transportation, representatives of users of public transit, and other interested 
parties with reasonable notice of and an opportunity to comment on the proposed program. 
[s.339.175(8)(e), F.S.]. These “interested parties” include: 
 
Projects are grouped by jurisdictional responsibility and type of project and indicate the year, fund source, 
and funding levels for each project phase. From a policy perspective, the TIP is particularly important 
because it identifies all regionally significant transportation projects (including pedestrian walkways, 
bicycle transportation facilities, and transportation alternatives projects) within the designated 
metropolitan area. The deadline for TIP submittal to state and federal offices is July 15 each year, with 
MPO adoption occurring before that date at an MPO Board meeting. 
 


Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) - Public Involvement Process 
Annual TIP 
Adoption  


The public will be provided with the following opportunities to review and comment on the draft TIP during a 
30-day period:  


o The Draft TIP will be posted on the MPO website at www.mympo.org along with an opportunity for 
online submittal of comments.  


o Printed copies will be made available for public review at the MPO office during regular business 
hours.  


o Written comments may be submitted by mail or email in addition to the opportunity to submit 
electronic comments online through the MPO website.  


o Verbal comments may be made during the public comment portion of the agenda during regularly 
scheduled MPO Board or committee meetings, and/or during a properly noticed MPO Board 
meeting where adoption of a TIP is scheduled on the agenda.  


o A Public Notice announcement will be sent to all Manatee and Sarasota County branch libraries 
and municipal libraries for posting.  


Availability of the Draft TIP for public review and comment and the MPO Board meeting where the Draft TIP 
is scheduled on the agenda shall be publicly noticed as follows:  


o Posted on the MPO website (www.mympo.org) for a minimum of 30 days  
o Advertised in one or more local newspapers including Spanish language papers at least 14 days in 


advance.  
o Distributed by news release to all major newspaper and television media outlets serving the area.  


When significant public comments are received on a Draft TIP as a result of public involvement, a summary, 
analysis and report on the disposition of comments shall be made part of the final TIP.  If the final TIP 
differs significantly from the one made available for public comment or raises new material issues, an 
additional opportunity for public comment must be made available.  


TIP 
Administrative 
Modifications 


An administrative modification is a minor revision to a TIP or STIP that includes minor changes to 
project/project phase costs, minor changes to funding sources of previously included projects, and minor 
changes to project/project phase initiation dates. An administrative modification does not require public 
review and comment, redemonstration of fiscal constraint, or a conformity determination, if applicable.  
[23 C.F.R. 450.104] 


TIP 
Amendments  


An amendment is a revision to a TIP or STIP that involves a major change to a project in a TIP or STIP, 
including addition or deletion of a project, or a major change in project cost; project/project phase initiation 
dates; or a major change in design concept or design scope (i.e., changing project termini or the number of 
through traffic lanes). [23 C.F.R. 450.104] An amendment requires public review and comment, 
demonstration of financial constraint, or a conformity determination, if applicable. 


 
  



http://www.mympo.org/
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Public Participation Plan (PPP) 
 
The purpose of a PPP is to develop, implement, and document methods used to reach the people who may 
be affected by or are interested in a proposed project. The goal of the PPP is to provide the public 
opportunities to be involved in the decision-making process. The PPP outlines ways to identify and contact 
the community affected by the plan or project; informs them of the need for the plan or project; and helps 
them be involved in decision-making. Thorough and well-thought-out PPPs simplify the public involvement 
process by providing a systematic approach, maximizing the use of available resources, and minimizing 
delays by ensuring that public involvement activities are coordinated with other project tasks and 
milestones. Participant comments help the project leaders understand areas where additional people may 
have concerns or misunderstandings. This can be used to provide better information to others who are not 
participating.  
 
The following describes the process for the development and adoption of future updates to the Public 
Participation Plan (PPP) including the opportunity for public review and comment. The Sarasota/Manatee 
MPO’s Public Involvement Coordinator and the Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) will jointly review and 
consider proposed substantive updates (as defined below) to the PPP as requested or as deemed 
necessary. Such proposed updates - considered as “draft” - will be reviewed by the CAC prior to distribution 
for public review and comment for a period of 45 days. 
 
 


PPP Public Participation Process 
PPP Adoption and 
PPP Updates 
(Substantive) 


The public will be provided with the following opportunities to review and comment on a new Draft PPP 
or substantive updates that propose policy changes during a 45-day period: 


o The Draft PPP will be posted on the MPO website (www.mympo.org) along with an opportunity 
for online submittal of comments. 


o Printed copies will be made available for public review at the MPO office during regular 
business hours. Printed copies may be mailed to the public upon request at staff’s discretion. 


o Public comments may be submitted by email, by mail, or by delivery to the MPO office. 
o Public comments may be made as designated on the agenda of all regularly scheduled MPO 


Board and committee meetings. 
 
At a minimum, availability of the Draft PPP for public review and comment will be publicly noticed as 
follows: 


o Posted on the MPO website: www.mympo.org  
o Distributed by news release to all major newspaper and television media outlets serving the 


area. 
When significant public comments are received on a Draft PPP as a result of public involvement, a 
summary, analysis and report on the disposition of comments will be made part of the final PPP. 
 
Additionally, the public is invited to provide comments regarding the PPP at any time via telephone or 
email 941.359.5772 or mpo@mympo.org. 


PPP Updates 
(Administrative) 


PPP Updates that are deemed by staff to be “administrative” rather than “substantive” will not be 
publicly noticed for review and comment, and will not require additional approval by the MPO Board or 
its committees. Examples may include: 


o Updates to calendar listings for MPO Board and committee meetings 
o Updates to the appendices list or to any individual appendix 
o Updates of document formatting, punctuation, grammar, etc. 
o Updates of photographic images and illustrations 


 
 
The Sarasota/Manatee MPO believes that transportation planning must be done with the full involvement 
of people residing in Manatee and Sarasota Counties. While federal laws and regulations set a framework 
for public involvement in transportation planning, the Sarasota/Manatee MPO seeks to go beyond the 
letter of these laws to fulfill the true spirit of full public participation.  



http://www.mympo.org/
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Participation Policy Summary 
 
Public Participation Opportunities (PPO) Public Comment Period Public Notice Schedule 


Open Meetings 
Governing Board MPO At every meeting 7 days prior Meets at least 6x/yr. 
Committees TAC and CAC At every meeting 7 days prior Meets at least 6x/yr. 


BPTAC At every meeting 7 days prior Meets at least 6x/yr. 
Public Access: website: www.mympo.org | YouTube: http://bit.ly/saramanampoyoutube 
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Acronym UPWP LRTP TIP PPP TDP 
Program Adoption 


Schedule 
Every 2 years Every 5 years Every year Every 3 years Every 5 years 


Adoption  
Public Comment 


Period 


30 days prior to MPO Board meeting 45 days prior to 
MPO Board 


meeting 


30 days prior 
to MPO Board 


meeting 
Adoption  


Public Notice Period 
30 days public notice 45 days public 


notice 
30 days public 


notice 
Program 


Amendments 
Schedule 


As needed 


Amendments  
Public Comment 


Period 


7 days prior 
to MPO Board 


meeting 


7 days prior 
to MPO Board 


meeting 


7 days prior 
to MPO Board 


meeting 


45 days prior to 
MPO Board 


meeting 


30 days prior 
to MPO Board 


meeting 
Amendment Public 


Notice Period 
7 days public notice 


Public Access website: www.mympo.org  | YouTube: http://bit.ly/saramanampoyoutube 


 
  



http://www.mympo.org/

http://bit.ly/saramanampoyoutube

http://www.mympo.org/

http://bit.ly/saramanampoyoutube
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Public Participation in “Big Picture” Transportation Planning 
 
 
 
  


Regional Vision and Goals


Improvement Strategy Options


Evaluation and Prioritization of Strategies


Development of Transportation Plan (LRTP)


Development of Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP)


Project Development


Implementation 
and Systems 
Operations


Monitor 
System 


Performance 
(Data)


KEY COMPONENTS 
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Start Planning Phase
Project 


Development and 
Environmental 


Study


DesignAlternative 
Project DeliveryConstruction


Project 
Completion


Operations and 
Maintenance


Active, Engaged 
Public 


Participation 


   
This phase is critical because it links the planning process with 
the actual project location, design, and eventual construction 
and operation. The scope of public involvement differs with each 
PD&E study and is adapted to the complexity of the project, as 
well as local area conditions. Input from the public helps 
engineering and environmental decisions and ensures an open 
and transparent decision-making process. 


When a project moves into the design phase, any 
information and potential solutions developed and 
analyzed during prior phases should be carried forward into 
this phase, including recommendations and commitments. 


During construction, public involvement takes on more of 
a public information role, informing people about lane 
closures, median changes, business access impacts, work 
hours and work zones, detours, and grand openings. 


Like construction, public involvement during the operations 
and maintenance phase is typically focused on informing 
people about lane closures, work zones, detours, and 
temporary access impacts, if any. 


A Public Participation Road Map 
 
The first phase starts with “big picture” discussions regarding policy and moves towards more detailed system 
wide planning. Once a project is selected or programmed to receive funding, it moves into the preparatory 
phases including environmental studies and preliminary and final design. The last step involves the physical 
implementation of the project, otherwise known as construction, operations, and maintenance. An alternative 
project delivery phase may be used, which includes Design-Build activities, as well as public private partnerships 
(PPP/P3), and occurs before construction, operations, and maintenance. 
 
Public involvement is essential throughout each major phase, as well as the individual steps and processes. The 
entire transportation decision-making process can take many years, and since the implementation step involves 
many ongoing activities, some form of public involvement should always occur. 
 
The public and project stakeholders can benefit from awareness and knowledge of the process to better 
understand when and where to become involved, and what constraints are faced by state, regional, and local 
agencies in making decisions during the various phases. 
 
See how to address the MPO (Appendix E). This guide is designed to provide tips regarding the most effective 
and productive methods to convey questions, ideas, support or concerns to the MPO Board and the MPO 
advisory committees. 


Public involvement during planning brings diverse 
viewpoints and values to the surface early in the 
decision-making process and consists of activities and 
actions that both inform and involve the public, so 
they can help influence decisions that affect their 
li  
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How to Get Involved in Sarasota/Manatee MPO Transportation Planning 
  


Follow Us  


Twitter handle: @saramanampo 
 


Write Us  


Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan 
Planning Organization 
7632 15th Street East 
Sarasota, FL 34243 


 


Call Us  


941 359 5772 during 
normal business 


hours 
Mon. - Fri. 


8:00AM - 5:00PM 
 


Visit the MPO Website


 
www.mympo.org  


Email Us  


mpo@mympo.org 
 


Come to an event!  


 
The Sarasota/Manatee MPO participates in 
unique events throughout both Manatee and 
Sarasota county and hosts workshops to inform 
people about projects where they work and live. 
Visit the SMMPO website at www.mympo.org to 
learn more. 


 


Participate in person!


 
Make a public comment at a Sarasota/Manatee 
MPO board or committee meeting OR visit us:  


7632 15th Street East 
Sarasota, FL, 34243 


 
Find updated meeting schedules and agendas 


on the website www.mympo.org  
 


Volunteer!  
 


Contact your local elected official to serve as a 
representative on a Sarasota/Manatee MPO 
committee or contact mpo@mympo.org for more 
information. 


 



http://www.mympo.org/

http://www.mympo.org/
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Como involucrarse con la MPO para la planificación de transportación 
  


Síguenos  


Twitter: @saramanampo 
 


Escríbenos  


Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning 
Organization 


7632 15th Street East 
Sarasota, FL 34243 


 


Llámanos  


941 359 5772 durante horas laborables 
lunes - viernes 


8:00AM - 5:00PM 
 


Visita nuestra página de MPO 


 
www.mympo.org  


 
Escríbenos por correo electrónico  


alvimarie@mympo.org 
 


¡Ven algún evento!  


El Sarasota/Manatee MPO participa en 
diferentes eventos alrededor de ambos 


condados, Manatee y Sarasota. También 
organizamos talleres para informar al público 
sobre proyectos que están ocurriendo en el 
área donde viven o trabajan. Visítanos en 


nuestra página, www.mympo.org para más 
información. 


 


¡Participa en persona! 


 
Somete un comentario público a la Junta o 


Comité del Sarasota/Manatee MPO o 
visítanos en: 


 
7632 15th Street East 
Sarasota, FL, 34243 


 
Encuentra los horarios y agendas de las 
reuniones en nuestra página electrónica: 


www.mympo.org 
 


¡Se un voluntario!  
 


Comuníquese con su oficial local elegido para que 
representes algún comité del Sarasota/Manatee 


MPO o comuníquese con la MPO, 
alvimarie@mympo.org para más información. 


 



http://www.mympo.org/

http://www.mympo.org/
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Evaluating Public Participation Strategies and Techniques 


Introduction 


The Federal Highway Administration and the Florida Department of Transportation require the 
Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) to regularly evaluate the effectiveness of 
public participation activities.  By continuously evaluating public participation activities, it is possible to 
improve or add new activities to the MPO program and to discontinue activities that are ineffective.  The 
purpose of this guidebook is to provide guidelines for the evaluation of public participation techniques.   
 
The MPO’s public participation policy is contained in the Public Participation Plan.  The Public Participation 
Plan includes descriptions of the roles and responsibilities of the MPO and other agencies in the public 
participation process.  Also included in the Public Participation Plan are descriptions of various public 
participation techniques that could be used by the MPO.  This guidebook describes the techniques, 
outlines the steps to be taken to evaluate those techniques, identifies measures to quantify success rates, 
and outlines strategies to improve the MPO’s public participation process. 
 
This guidebook is intended to be a “living” document, with additions and changes based on each 
evaluation that is performed.  This guidebook should be reviewed at least every three years to ensure that 
appropriate changes are being implemented by the MPO. The outreach strategy applied in each special 
project or required document is unique and depends upon the selection and combination of public 
participation (PP) techniques applied. The ability to choose from a variety of outreach activities is essential 
for ensuring community participation in a dynamic environment. As such, the public involvement strategies 
and techniques listed stand alone as a viable resource. This collection of PP techniques provides building 
blocks, which can be utilized to tailor effective public participation programs. Although one project may not 
use all PP techniques, the careful use of a variety of these techniques will ensure that plans, designs, and 
construction phases are in accordance with the needs of the affected community.  
 


Evaluation Methods and Performance Goals 
 
To determine the effectiveness of the public participation tools, they must be evaluated and compared to 
established performance goals. The typical methods for evaluating the effectiveness of public participation 
tools are surveys and quantitative statistical analysis.  This section briefly describes evaluation methods 
used by the MPO. Performance goals and methods for meeting those goals have been identified for each 
public participation tool. The MPO has a variety of tools at its disposal to measure, evaluate and 
continuously improve upon its public outreach efforts. These include, but are not limited to: 
 
Surveys 
Surveys can be conducted in person, by phone, mail or e-mail.   
 
Statistical Analysis 
Statistics can be used to determine the “return on the investment” of producing public participation tools.  
Statistical analysis is used to evaluate survey responses and the results of the analysis are compared to 
the evaluation measures to determine the rate of success of public participation tools. 
 
Improvement Strategies 
The MPO continually strives for improved public participation.  Improvements should be made to increase 
public awareness and to improve the quantity and quality of information provided to the public.  The 
decisions made by the MPO affect the entire population, both residents and visitors, of Sarasota and 
Manatee counties.  Therefore, seeking public input on those decisions is vital to the success of the MPO as 
the agency responsible for transportation planning.  As soon as possible when a public participation 
evaluation is performed, a list of improvement strategies should be identified for implementation.  If 
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improvement is needed for an ongoing public participation task, such as the MPO web site, a reasonable 
completion date should be established.  If improvement is needed for one-time activities, such as corridor 
studies, the improvement should be implemented where appropriate on future activities. 
 


Public Participation Evaluation Tools 
 
Strategies and Techniques Indicator Performance 


Objective(s) 
Strategies to Achieve 
Performance Objective(s) 


Citizen’s Advisory Committee Number of CAC meetings 


Meeting attendance by CAC 
members 


Number of attendees from the 
public who inquire about or 
attend CAC meetings 


Number and types of coverage 
of CAC meetings or activities 


MPO Board references to the 
CAC 


MPO Board member 
nominations to open positions 
on the CAC 


Media coverage of CAC 
meetings or issues 


Provide elected officials who 
serve as decision-makers on 
the MPO Board with the 
advance review and 
recommendations of public 
representatives who serve as 
volunteers on an organized 
committee structured to reflect 
a broad cross-section of the 
community served by the MPO. 
CAC members should have a 
continuing interest, 
understanding and ongoing 
involvement in the 
comprehensive transportation 
planning process and make 
recommendations based on 
the needs and objectives of the 
two-county area. 


Provide the public with a forum 
through regular CAC meetings 
to obtain a greater 
understanding of the 
transportation planning 
process, an opportunity to 
learn about a publicly 
comment on draft plans and 
proposed projects in the initial 
stages of the local and regional 
transportation planning 
process 


Maintain a CAC to provide broad, regional 
community representation in the local 
transportation planning process 


Hold regular meetings to solicit 
discussion and recommendations to the 
MPO Board on draft documents, 
transportation-related topics and areas of 
concern 


Publicize CAC meetings on the MPO 
website and other outreach methods to 
promote public attendance and comment 
as scheduled on each meeting agenda 


Periodically review the membership, 
function, structure and governance of the 
CAC to ensure it best reflects a broad 
cross-section and the varying interests of 
the Sarasota/Manatee area citizenry 


Technical Advisory Committee Number of TAC meetings 


Meeting attendance by TAC 
members or alternates 


Number of attendees from the 
public who inquire about or 
attend TAC meetings 


Media coverage of TAC 
meetings 


Involve professional planners 
and operational managers 
from local governments and 
agencies in the development of 
MPO transportation plans 


Conduct regular meetings and encourage 
public attendance and participation, 
allowing a scheduled item for public 
comment on each agenda 


Publicize meeting information on the MPO 
website 


Publicize elsewhere in the region 


MPO Board Meetings/Workshops Number of Board meetings and 
workshops, number of public 
attendees, amount of media 
coverage 


Provide elected officials who 
serve as decision-makers on 
the MPO Board with the input 
of as many local individuals 
and stakeholder groups as 
possible, with emphasis on 
traditionally underserved 
groups, to represent the needs 
and interests of those served 
by the transportation planning 
process 


Conduct regular meetings and encourage 
public attendance and participation, 
allowing a scheduled item for public 
comment on each agenda 


Publicize meeting information on the MPO 
website 


Publicize on the meeting calendars for 
Sarasota and Manatee county 
government websites 


Publicize elsewhere in the region as 
resources permit 
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Bicycle/Pedestrian/Trails Advisory 
Committee 


Number of BPTAC meetings 


Meeting attendance by BPTAC 
members or alternates 


Public response generated by 
the BPTAC regarding bicycle or 
pedestrian-related issues 


MPO presentations or special 
event opportunities initiated by 
BPTAC members 


Media coverage of BPTAC 
meetings or issues 


Raise awareness of 
infrastructure needs to better 
accommodate pedestrians and 
bicyclists for safe travel with 
motorized traffic 


Seek opportunities to educate 
the public about pedestrian 
and bicycling safety 


Conduct regular meetings and encourage 
public attendance and participation, 
allowing a scheduled item for public 
comment on each agenda 


Publicize meeting information on the MPO 
website 


Publicize elsewhere in the region 


Sarasota Transportation Disadvantaged 
Local Coordinating Board (STD) and 
Manatee Transportation Disadvantaged 
Local Coordinating Board (MTD)  


Number of STD and MTD 
meetings 


Meeting attendance by STD 
and MTD members or 
alternates 


Public response generated by 
the STD and MTD regarding 
bicycle or pedestrian-related 
issues 


MPO presentations or special 
event opportunities initiated by 
STD and MTD members 


Media coverage of STD and 
MTD meetings or issues 


Seek opportunities to educate 
the public about the benefits of 
improving programs for the 
transportation disadvantaged 


Conduct regular meetings and encourage 
public attendance and participation, 
allowing a scheduled item for public 
comment on each agenda 


Publicize meeting information on the MPO 
website 


Publicize elsewhere in the region 


Public Transportation Task Force Number of PTTF meetings 


Meeting attendance by PTTF 
members or alternates 


Public response generated by 
the PTTF regarding bicycle or 
pedestrian-related issues 


MPO presentations or special 
event opportunities initiated by 
PTTF members 


Media coverage of PTTF 
meetings or issues 


Seek opportunities to educate 
the public about the benefits of 
public transportation 
improvements 


Conduct regular meetings and encourage 
public attendance and participation, 
allowing a scheduled item for public 
comment on each agenda 


Publicize meeting information on the MPO 
website 


Publicize elsewhere in the region 


 MPO Web Site Website analytics indicators of 
web page hits, length of time 
spent on various pages, etc. 


Public feedback regarding 
degree of useful content and 
ease of navigation 


Create a user-friendly and 
visually interesting source for 
the latest information to 
educate and involve 
Sarasota/Manatee area 
residents and stakeholders in 
the local transportation 
process. Make the website 
easily accessible for those with 
disabilities or with limited 
English proficiency 


Improve visual interest with more photos 
and graphics 


Improve navigation 


Improve ease of use 


Improve visibility features for the vision 
impaired 


Improve usability for those with limited 
English proficiency 


Provide information about the MPO and 
its activities 


List all upcoming MPO Board and 
committee meetings, post agenda, 
minutes and Board meeting summaries 


Post draft and final transportation plans 
and documents 


Post transportation-related links to 
external websites 


Continually maintain an online 
opportunity for users to submit questions 
or comments on any topic 
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Offer opportunities to submit online 
comments on draft documents when 
posted during public review periods 


Seek ways to improve accessibility to 
potential users with disabilities and those 
with limited English proficiency 


Special project publications (flyers, 
brochures, newsletters, fact sheets, etc.) 


Quantify the number of 
publications printed, 
distributed and/or viewed 
electronically 


Variety, quality and quantity of 
printed materials distributed; 
public response and feedback 


Focus on local and regional 
transportation planning 
processes 


Use general printed 
publications efficiently and 
where appropriate, such as for 
public exhibits, community 
events and to accompany civic 
presentations 


Include information about 
technical issues written in 
layman’s terms for the public 


Provide updates of MPO 
activities and committees 


Provide information on public 
participation opportunities 


Distribute to all identified 
stakeholders 


Produce specialized 
newsletters, as needed, for 
timely information on targeted 
topics 


Distribute printed copies, 
distribute electronically and 
make available online on the 
MPO website 


Promote opportunities for greater 
electronic distribution 


Create and publish multi-use flyers and 
brochures, and distribute appropriately 


Outreach Events  


(open houses/ workshops/ presentation, 
and other public gatherings) 


Number of outreach events 
and type of participation; 
number and characteristics of 
audience; number and 
description of materials made 
available 


Number of requests for 
presentations to civic 
organizations; audience 
characteristics and feedback 


Continued engagement and 
participation in community 
events to engage stakeholders 
in the transportation planning 
process 


Share opportunities for people 
to get involved in decision-
making about transportation 
projects 


Use personal presentations by 
MPO staff and Board or 
committee members to involve 
the public in transportation 
planning through presentations 
at conferences, to civic 
organizations and at 
community events 


Participate in appropriate community 
outreach events that have overlapping 
missions (i.e. transportation, 
environmental, recreational or public 
safety) or general events that attract large 
numbers of attendees or events designed 
to attract attendees from people with low-
income, people with Limited English 
Proficiency (LEP), people who are transit 
dependent, people of color, older adults, 
and people with all abilities groups or 
underserved populations 


Accept offers to provide presentations 


Develop/update a general and 
customizable MPO PowerPoint 
presentation to complement collateral 
material 


Outreach to people with low-income, 
people with Limited English Proficiency 
(LEP), people who are transit dependent, 
people of color, older adults, and people 
with all abilities  


Number of people with low-
income, people with Limited 
English Proficiency (LEP), 
people who are transit 
dependent, people of color, 
older adults, and people with 
all abilities related special 
events with MPO participation 


Number of local people with 
low-income, people with 
Limited English Proficiency 
(LEP), people who are transit 


Strategically engage and 
involve people with low-
income, people with Limited 
English Proficiency (LEP), 
people who are transit 
dependent, people of color, 
older adults, and people with 
all abilities in the planning 
process to meet their 
transportation needs 


Seek the ways and means to make the 
MPO website and printed publications 
widely accessible to people with low-
income, people with Limited English 
Proficiency (LEP), people who are transit 
dependent, people of color, older adults, 
and people with all abilities groups 


Seek opportunities to partner with 
organizations who serve people with low-
income, people with Limited English 
Proficiency (LEP), people who are transit 
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dependent, people of color, 
older adults, and people with 
all abilities organizations the 
MPO works with to reach a 
target audience 


dependent, people of color, older adults, 
and people with all abilities 


Seek opportunities to participate in 
community events engaging people with 
low-income, people with Limited English 
Proficiency (LEP), people who are transit 
dependent, people of color, older adults, 
and people with all abilities  


MPO Master Database and  
Distribution Lists 


Number of entries; 
organization and maintenance 
of entries; frequency and type 
of use 


Number and types of 
distribution lists 
developed/maintained; 
frequency and circumstances 
of how they are used 


Establish and maintain an 
extensive mailing list for 
communication tools that 
includes all major stakeholder 
groups impacted by or with an 
interest in transportation 
issues 


Include individuals who have 
expressed an interest and 
community leaders and 
decision makers 


Create and continually update 
email distribution lists for the 
MPO Board, each committee, 
and for useful lists (i.e. city 
managers, county 
administrators, department 
heads and mayors and 
department directors in two-
county area) 


Continually update and maintain the 
database, always seeking additional 
contacts among community leaders, 
officials and stakeholder groups 


Continually update the various existing 
municipal electronic distribution lists 


Media Coverage-News related Quantity and quality of news 
coverage, and level of 
understanding reflected in 
media reports 


Frequent and knowledgeable 
media coverage of 
transportation issues and 
reliance by local reporters on 
the MPO as an informational 
source 


Develop relationships with local reporters, 
targeting them with prospective story 
topics and providing them with timely, 
reliable information and sources 


Press Releases Number of press releases 
distributed and number of 
media outlets receiving and 
utilizing them 


Use press releases 
appropriately to provide 
relevant details to interest and 
assist the media in 
transportation reporting 


Develop and maintain a current list of 
relevant media outlets and contacts along 
with preferred methods of contact as well 
as frequency 


Participation in Community Organizations 
that include a Transportation-related 
Focus or Interest 


Quantify and evaluate the 
number of partner 
organizations and level of 
relationships 


Develop creative partnerships 
with organizations 


Increase MPO Board and MPO staff 
involvement in community organizations 
and seek creative ways to collaborate 


E-mail Announcements/ 
Internet Message Boards 


Monitor and measure open 
rates and comments posted 


Seek continual improvement 
based on results 


Continue to update and expand 
communication channels as advisable  


General interest/feature article interviews 
on TV, Radio or Local Government Access 
TV 


Track and monitor coverage as 
resources permit 


Continue to evaluate effective 
channels of communication 


Provide information to Public Access 
media 


Public Feedback Opportunities (such as 
surveys, questionnaires and other public 
response tools) 


Quantity and variety of public 
feedback opportunities and 
evaluation of comments and 
responses 


Continually offer opportunities 
to submit questions and 
feedback online; offer prompt 
responses 


Seek additional and creative 
opportunities to solicit and receive public 
feedback 


Continue to offer the opportunity for 
online submittal of comments for specific 
projects and plans during the defined 
public comment period 


Include electronically submitted 
comments in the public record 
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Social media Explore vehicles and 
opportunities to conduct 
outreach using online 
resources 


Conduct best practice research 
by contacting other MPOs, 
public sector and planning 
agencies for 
advantages/disadvantages of 
such an endeavor 


Share findings with CAC, TAC and MPO 
Board 


MPO Logo Frequency with which the logo 
is viewed and recognized. 
Public feedback on its degree 
of recognition, along with at 
least a general awareness of 
the MPO name and purpose 


Recognition of the logo The MPO logo should be used on all MPO 
products and publications 


Online Visualization Tools Explore and implement visual 
enhancement techniques 
wherever warranted, feasible 
and practical 


Continue to seek best 
practices data from the field 
for possible implementation 


Implement findings wherever practical 
and reasonable 


 
 
  


Picture taken by Mike Maholtz on August 2, 2017 at the Palmetto Public Library. 
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Public Participation Evaluation Form 
 


Evaluation of Activity: Planning Study 
Specific Tool(s) 
Other- please specify 


If this is a study evaluation, is this: ____mid-study    ___end of study 
List the public participation tools used during the study: 


Description of Study or Tool: 


Audience(s) Targeted for Public Participation: 


Type of Evaluation(s) to be conducted:  ___Qualitative ___Survey ___Statistical Analysis 


Survey, indicate type:  ___ Face-to-Face ___ Telephone ___ Written ___ Mail-back 


Targeted Respondents: 


Statistical Analysis, description 


Date Evaluation Began:   Date Completed: 


Completed By: 
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Appendix A 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Evaluation of Public Participation Plan Fiscal Years (July 1 to June 30) 2013 - 2017 
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Review of Previous Public Participation Plan 
 
To develop the best possible Public Participation Plan (PPP), past projects and case studies should be 
considered as valuable reference resources. The previous success or failure of the application of public 
participation techniques and strategies can help when creating a unique PPP and deciding which tools to 
utilize. If the project is a required work product (TIP, UPWP, or LRTP) there is a documented history of the 
outcome of public involvement activities that can be referred to. Project and program evaluation reports 
should be considered before and during the development of a plan, project, or program. This will aid in 
setting milestones and will contribute to the creation of a successful PPP.  
 
Recommendations 
The purpose of the Public Participation Plan Evaluation for FY 2013/14 – FY 2016/17 is to evaluate the 
effectiveness of the procedures and strategies contained in the Participation Plan.  After analyzing the 
information presented in this evaluation, the following actions will be taken into consideration for the 
Participation Plan update and the future MPO public engagement efforts: 


MPO Committees 
• Expansion of citizen engagement through a Citizen Advisory Network organized by identifying and 


recruiting stakeholders based on expertise with specific performance measures.  Assistance from 
Transportation for America will initiate convening environmental and social justice groups, 
organizations, and agencies. 


Website 
• Continue to regularly update website content, events, meetings, agendas, minutes, documents, etc.  


Reorganize website formatting to create a more user-friendly, accessible, and dynamic website.  
• Update blog bi-weekly with MPO activities, updates, relevant transportation planning related facts, 


community facts, etc.  
Visualization Tools 


• Create fact sheets for performance measures in the two-county region.  These fact sheets will help 
the audience understand what performance measures are and the importance of performance-
based planning when selecting future road projects. 


• Develop fact sheets for each jurisdiction to visualize and monitor transportation system 
performance and encourage transportation investments where they are most needed.  


MPO Logo 
• Introduce the new logo on all publications, documents, MPO products, etc. while continuing to use 


the official MPO seal, which was also used as a logo, on all major mandatory planning documents 
and official board documents. 


• Standardize MPO formatting, fonts, email signatures, colors, etc., creating broad recognition among 
stakeholders, committee members, interested parties, and citizens. 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Official MPO Seal MPO Logo 
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Special Projects 
• Continue coordination with FDOT on publicizing opportunities for public participation including, but 


not limited to, open houses, visualization tools, public meetings, project website links, and any 
other related activities. 


Social Media 
• Develop and implement a social media policy that outlines the MPO activities and primary uses of 


social media accounts. This will increase consistent messaging and presence on social media 
platforms. 


• Expand social media presence through a Facebook account after the social media policy has been 
developed, publicly reviewed, received comments, revised, and adopted by the Sarasota/Manatee 
MPO Board. 


Community Outreach and Events 
• In 2017, MPO staff participated in two community events, Cyclovia Bradenton 2017 and the 2nd 


Annual Millennial Convention (MCON2017), to increase awareness, outreach, and engagement with 
the federal transportation planning process.  MPO staff coordinated with FDOT and distributed 
“safety kits” for all attendees who pledged to drive safely around cyclists and bicycle safety.  FDOT 
provided the bicycle safety kits which included items like bicycle lights, tire-pressure gauges, cozies, 
bumper stickers, safety information, and a tote bag.  MPO staff connected with over 200 people 
during these events and generated community awareness on the importance of bicycle and road 
safety. 


• In 2015, during the creation of the 2040 LRTP, the MPO coordinated and facilitated many forums 
including monthly Steering Committee meetings, a public workshop, 21 focus group meetings, and 
an online public engagement website hosted through Mind mixer. 


o On March 12, 2015, the MPO facilitated a public workshop where 30 people attended and 
contributed their thoughts. 


o Participants from the focus groups recommended developing a holistic vision for the region, 
studying proposed developments for their long-term impacts on traffic congestion, improving 
coordination among the many jurisdictions in the region, and improving traffic technology. 


o The MPO participated in #iSeeManatee to gather ideas and concerns about mobility and 
transportation infrastructure in the region.  


o To engage an even broader audience in the creation of the LRTP, the MPO utilized a website 
on Mind mixer called Strategic Mobility Plan. Here residents shared ideas, opportunities, and 
concerns about regional transportation with the MPO, and each other. 


• Continue to seek out selective opportunities for community outreach, public engagement, 
education, awareness, etc. that align with MPO priorities.  Examples include, but are not limited to, 
Cyclovia, MCON, Age-Friendly Festival (October 2017).  


Mailing Lists 
• Merge minute and agenda distribution lists for all committees to increase efficiency, while 


continuing to grow each list. 
• Utilize an email marketing platform such as MailChimp or Constant Contact as an additional 


opportunity to interact with the public. This enables individuals to self-select to receive notifications 
of activity instead of requesting the MPO add them to meeting email distribution lists. 


Traditionally Underserved/Underrepresented Populations 
• Collect and record the number of people who use the translation feature on the MPO website, a 


count of which languages are being used for translation the most, and the number of organizations 
that focus on underserved/underrepresented populations.  
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No person in the United States shall, on the ground of race, color, national origin, or sex be excluded from 
participation in, be denied the benefits of, or otherwise be subjected to discrimination under any program or 
activity receiving Federal financial assistance (Title VI of Civil Rights Act of 1964, 42 U.S.C. § 2000d, and as 
amended, and the Civil Rights Restoration Act of 1987, P.I. 100.259). This includes funds received through the 
Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) or other entities. 
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Overview 
The Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) is a regional transportation planning agency 
that provides a forum for cooperative decision-making concerning regional and local transportation issues. The 
MPO was created by Federal and State law to develop transportation plans and programs which encourage and 
promote the implementation of transportation facilities which include all modes of transportation in a manner 
that will maximize the mobility of people and goods. The MPO seeks public involvement during every phase of 
transportation planning, ensuring an outcome the community desires.  
 
The Sarasota/Manatee MPO strives for exceptional public participation to guide them in projects that reflect the 
community’s vision, while remaining financially feasible and accessible to users of every age and ability.  The 
MPO Public Participation Plan (PPP) serves as a guidebook for effectively involving the regional community in 
every stage of the transportation planning process.  MPO major planning documents, like the Long Range 
Transportation Plan (LRTP) and Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), are amended and adopted on a 
continuous basis.  Ultimately, the purpose for the development of a formalized Public Participation Plan is to 
serve as a guide for citizens to gain a better understanding of the public participation process and to serve as a 
tool for planners and decision‐makers to better engage citizens, community groups, organizations, and business 
in the process of transportation planning. 
 
The MPO’s Public Participation Plan was last updated in July 2013 and can be accessed online at the following 
address:  
http://bit.ly/PPP-2013  
 
The period of evaluation is for FY 2013/14‐FY 2016/17: July 1, 2013‐June 30, 2017. 
 
Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, disability, or family 
status. Persons who require special accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act or persons who 
require translation services (free of charge) should contact the Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning 
Organization - (941) 359-5772 - between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. Below is the MPO 
PPP Evaluation on technique and strategies employed for FY 2013/14 – FY 2016/17 followed by opportunities 
for improvements.   
 
  



http://bit.ly/PPP-2013
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Recommendations 
The purpose of this Public Public Participation Evaluation for FY 2013/14 – FY 2016/17 is to evaluate the 
effectiveness of the procedures and strategies contained in the Participation Plan.  After analyzing the 
information presented in this evaluation, the following actions will be taken into consideration for the 
Participation Plan update and the future MPO public engagement efforts: 


MPO Committees 
• Expansion of citizen engagement through a Citizen Advisory Network organized by identifying and 


recruiting stakeholders based on expertise with specific performance measures.  Assistance from 
Transportation For America will initiate convening environmental and social justice groups, organizations, 
and agencies. 


Website 
• Continue to regularly update website content, events, meetings, agendas, minutes, documents, etc.  


Reorganize website formatting to create a more user-friendly, accessible, & dynamic website.  
• Update blog bi-weekly with MPO activities, updates, relevant transportation planning related facts, 


community facts, etc.  


Visualization Tools 
• Create fact sheets for performance measures in the two-county region.  These fact sheets will help the 


audience understand what performance measures are and the importance of performance-based 
planning when selecting future road projects. 


• Develop fact sheets for each jurisdiction to visualize and monitor transportation system performance and 
encourage transportation investments where they are most needed.  


MPO Logo 
• Introduce the new logo on all publications, documents, MPO products, etc. while continuing to use the 


official MPO seal, which was also used as a logo, on all major mandatory planning documents and official 
board documents. 


• Standardize MPO formatting, fonts, email signatures, colors, etc., creating broad recognition among 
stakeholders, committee members, interested parties, and citizens. 


 


Special Projects 
• Continue coordination with FDOT on publicizing opportunities for public participation including, but not 


limited to, open houses, visualization tools, public meetings, project website links, and any other related 
activities. 


Official MPO Seal MPO Logo 
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Social Media 
• Develop and implement a social media policy that outlines the MPO activities and primary uses of social 


media accounts. This will increase consistent messaging and presence on social media platforms. 
• Expand social media presence through a Facebook account after the social media policy has been 


developed, publicly reviewed, received comments, revised, and adopted by the Sarasota/Manatee MPO 
Board. 


Community Outreach and Events 
• In 2017, MPO staff participated in two community events, Cyclovia Bradenton 2017 and the 2nd Annual 


Millennial Convention (MCON2017), to increase awareness, outreach, and engagement with the federal 
transportation planning process.  MPO staff coordinated with FDOT and distributed “safety kits” for all 
attendees who pledged to drive safely around cyclists and bicycle safety.  FDOT provided the bicycle 
safety kits which included items like bicycle lights, tire-pressure gauges, cozies, bumper stickers, safety 
information, and a tote bag.  MPO staff connected with over 200 people during these events and 
generated community awareness on the importance of bicycle and road safety. 


• In 2015, during the creation of the 2040 LRTP, the MPO coordinated and facilitated a number of forums 
including monthly Steering Committee meetings, a public workshop, 21 focus group meetings, and an 
online public engagement website hosted through Mindmixer. 


o On March 12, 2015, the MPO facilitated a public workshop where 30 people attended and 
contributed their thoughts. 


o Participants from the focus groups recommended developing a holistic vision for the region, 
studying proposed developments for their long-term impacts on traffic congestion, improving 
coordination among the many jurisdictions in the region, and improving traffic technology. 


o The MPO participated in #iSeeManatee to gather ideas and concerns about mobility and 
transportation infrastructure in the region.  


o To engage an even broader audience in the creation of the LRTP, the MPO utilized a website on 
Mindmixer called Strategic Mobility Plan. Here residents shared ideas, opportunities, and 
concerns about regional transportation with the MPO, and each other. 


• Continue to seek out selective opportunities for community outreach, public engagement, education, 
awareness, etc. that align with MPO priorities.  Examples include, but are not limited to, Cyclovia, MCON, 
Age-Friendly Festival (October 2017).  


Mailing Lists 
• Merge minute and agenda distribution lists for all committees to increase efficiency, while continuing to 


grow each list. 
• Utilize an email marketing platform such as MailChimp or Constant Contact as an additional opportunity 


to interact with the public. This enables individuals to self-select to receive notifications of activity instead 
of requesting the MPO add them to meeting email distribution lists. 


Traditionally Underserved/Underrepresented Populations 
• Collect and record the number of people who use the translation feature on the MPO website, a count of 


which languages are being used for translation the most, and the number of organizations that focus on 
underserved/underrepresented populations.  
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MPO Board Meetings 
The Sarasota/Manatee MPO has an 18-member apportioned governing Board made up of elected 
representatives of both counties and nine (9) cities within both counties, a representative of the Sarasota 
Manatee Airport Authority, and the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) District 1 Secretary serving as a 
non-voting advisor. The MPO holds regularly scheduled Executive Board meetings. During the evaluation period, 
61% of meetings received public comments made by citizens either during the discussion on agenda items or 
during the time reserved on each meeting’s agenda for public comment. 
 
Performance Objectives: Provide elected officials who serve as decision-makers on the MPO Board with the 
input of as many local individuals and stakeholder groups as possible, with emphasis on traditionally 
underserved groups, to represent the needs and interests of those served by the transportation planning 
process. 
 
Strategies to achieve performance objective: 


• Conduct regular meetings and encourage public attendance and participation, allowing a scheduled item 
for public comment on each agenda 


• Publicize meeting information on the MPO website 
• Publicize on the meeting calendars for Sarasota & Manatee county government websites 
• Publicize elsewhere in the region as resources permit 


 
Outcomes: 


• 31 total meetings, approximately six to eight times per year 
• 61% of meetings received citizens public comments 
• There were no requests for translations at meetings, workshops, open houses, etc.  
• All meeting times and locations are publicized on the MPO website and media distribution 
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July 1, 2013 – June 30, 2014 


Date of Meeting 
Members in 
attendance 


Staff in 
attendance 


Guests in 
attendance 


Citizens Public 
Comment Total 


7/22/2013 17 4 40 0 61 
9/22/2013 16 5 19 0 160 


10/28/2013 15 4 25 1 45 
12/16/2013 16 4 22 4 46 
1/27/2014 22 7 77 0 106 
3/24/2014 16 3 28 3 50 
4/28/2014 16 5 39 4 64 
6/23/2014 17 5 27 9 58 


Media presence at most Board meetings 
 
 
 
 


July 1, 2014 – June 30, 2015 


Date of Meeting 
Members in 
attendance 


Staff in 
attendance 


Guests in 
attendance 


Citizens Public 
Comment Total 


7/28/2014 15 4 28 1 48 
9/15/2014 15 3 54 0 72 


10/27/2014 16 4 53 1 74 
12/15/2014 17 5 19 3 44 
1/26/2015 20 13 86 5 124 
3/23/2015 18 5 48 0 71 
4/27/2015 16 5 53 0 74 
6/22/2015 17 6 34 1 58 


Media presence at most Board meetings 
 
 
 
 
 
 


July 1, 2015 – June 30, 2016 
Date of 
Meeting 


Members in 
attendance 


Staff in 
attendance 


Guests in 
attendance 


Citizens Public 
Comment 


Tota
l 


7/27/2015 17 6 55 2 80 
9/28/2015 16 4 47 2 69 


10/26/2015 18 4 58 0 80 
12/14/2015 17 4 18 0 39 
1/26/2016 22 12 58 0 92 
3/28/2016 18 3 28 0 49 
4/25/2016 17 3 41 2 63 
6/27/2016 16 4 28 1 49 


Media presence at most Board meetings 
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July 1, 2016 – June 30, 2017 
Date of 
Meeting 


Members in 
attendance 


Staff in 
attendance 


Guests in 
attendance 


Citizens Public 
Comment 


Tota
l 


9/26/2016 17 4 45 3 69 
10/26/2016 17 5 38 2 62 
12/12/2016 17 4 58 2 81 
1/23/2017 16 4 43 0 63 
3/27/2017 17 5 33 0 55 
4/24/2017 16 5 63 6 90 
6/19/2017 13 9 32 1  


Media presence at most Board meetings 
 
  


Public Outreach Summary 
Year # of MPO Board 


Meetings 
# of Joint Regional 


Meetings 
# of Workshops # Public Hearings 


2013/2014 8 2 1 13 
2014/2015 8 1 0 6 
2015/2016 8 1 1 0 
2016/2017 7 1 0 1 
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Advisory Committees 
The MPO has six advisory committees including, Technical Advisory Committee, Citizens Advisory Committee, 
Bicycle, Pedestrian, Trails Advisory Committee, Public Transportation Task Force, Manatee Transportation 
Disadvantaged Local Coordinating Board, and Sarasota Transportation Disadvantaged Local Coordinating 
Board.  The MPO holds regularly scheduled advisory committee meetings.  
 
Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) 
The Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) includes planning and/or engineering representatives from all the 
MPO’s member jurisdictions, as well as transit agency and school board representatives. The TAC makes regular 
recommendations to the MPO Board on technical issues and other action items. During the evaluation period, 
29% of meetings received public comments made by citizens either during the discussion on agenda items or 
during the time reserved on each meeting’s agenda for public comment. 
 


Performance Objective: Involve professional planners and operational managers from local governments and 
agencies in the development of MPO transportation plans. 
 
Strategies to achieve performance objective: 


• Conduct regular meetings and encourage public attendance and participation, allowing a scheduled item 
for public comment on each agenda 


• Publicize meeting information on the MPO website 
• Publicize elsewhere in the region 


 
Outcomes: 


• 31 Total Meetings 
• 29% of meetings received citizens public comments 
• There were no requests for translations at meetings, workshops, open houses, etc.  
• All meeting times and locations are publicized on the MPO website and media distribution 
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TAC Meetings July 1, 2013 - June 30, 2014 
Date of Meeting Members in attendance Staff in attendance Guests in attendance Citizens’ Public Comment Total 


July 8, 2013 16 4 12 0 32 
September 9, 2013 17 4 8 0 29 
October 14, 2013 15 5 2 0 22 
December 9, 2013 13 5 5 0 23 
January 13, 2014 14 4 1 1 20 
March 10, 2014 15 5 8 2 30 
April 14, 2014 13 4 4 0 21 
June 9, 2014 17 4 4 0 25 


 
 


TAC Meetings July 1, 2014 - June 30, 2015 
Date of Meeting Members in attendance Staff in attendance Guests in attendance Citizens’ Public Comment Total 
July 14, 2014 15 4 0 0 19 


September 8, 2014 16 4 5 0 25 
October 13, 2014 16 4 8 2 30 
December 8, 2014 21 5 9 2 37 
January 12, 2015 18 3 0 0 21 


March 9, 2015 18 4 7 3 32 
April 13, 2015 15 4 3 1 23 
June 8, 2015 19 4 0 2 25 


 
 


TAC Meetings July 1, 2015 - June 30, 2016 
Date of Meeting Members in attendance Staff in attendance Guests in attendance Citizens’ Public Comment Total 
July 13, 2015 19 3 10 0 32 


September 14, 2015 19 4 5 0 28 
October 12, 2015 21 3 7 1 32 
December 7, 2015 20 4 4 1 29 
January 11, 2016 23 4 6 1 34 
March 14, 2016 16 4 10 0 30 
April 11, 2016 20 4 7 0 31 
June 13, 2016 15 4 4 0 23 


 
TAC Meetings July 1, 2016 - June 30, 2017 


Date of Meeting Members in attendance Staff in attendance Guests in attendance Citizens’ Public Comment Total 
September 12, 2016 19 4 3 0 26 


October 10, 2016 15 3 2 0 20 
December 5, 2016 19 4 8 2 33 


January 9, 2017 19 5 0 0 24 
March 13, 2017 19 5 0 0 24 
April 10, 2017 20 5 5 0 30 
June 5, 2017 18 6 6 0 30 
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Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) 
The function of the CAC is to provide citizens' views and recommendations to the Sarasota/Manatee MPO 
Governing Board on projects, plans, and programs referred to the Committee. The CAC is comprised of 28 
members appointed by local jurisdictions. During the evaluation period, 50% of meetings received public 
comments made by citizens either during the discussion on agenda items or during the time reserved on each 
meeting’s agenda for public comment. 


Performance Objective:  
1. Provide elected officials who serve as decision-makers on the MPO Board with the advance review and 


recommendations of public representatives who serve as volunteers on an organized committee 
structured to reflect a broad cross-section of the community served by the MPO. CAC members should 
have a continuing interest, understanding, and ongoing involvement in the comprehensive transportation 
planning process and make recommendations based on the needs and objectives of the two-county 
area. 


2. Provide the public with a forum through regular CAC meetings to obtain a greater understanding of the 
transportation planning process and publicly comment on draft plans, and proposed projects in the early 
stages of the local and regional transportation planning process. 


 
Strategies to achieve the performance objects: 


• Maintain a CAC to provide broad, regional community representation in the local transportation planning 
process 


• Hold regular meetings to solicit discussion and recommendations to the MPO Board on draft documents, 
transportation-related topics and areas of concern 


• Publicize CAC meetings on the MPO website and other outreach methods to promote public attendance 
and comment as scheduled on each meeting agenda 


• Periodically review the membership, function, structure and governance of the CAC to ensure it best 
reflects a broad cross-section and the varying interests of the Sarasota/Manatee area citizenry 


 
Outcomes: 


• 28 Total Meetings 
• 50% of meetings received citizens public comments 
• There were no requests for translations at meetings, workshops, open houses, etc.  
• All meeting times and locations are publicized on the MPO website and media distribution 
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CAC Meetings July 1, 2014 - June 30, 2015 


Date of Meeting Members in attendance Staff in attendance Guests in attendance Citizens’ Public Comment Total 
September 11, 2014 15 3 2 3 23 


October 2, 2014 15 4 0 3 22 
December 4, 2014 17 2 1 3 23 


January 8, 2015 18 2 0 1 21 
March 5, 2015 21 3 5 0 29 
April 2, 2015 16 4 1 1 22 
June 4, 2015 17 2 0 1 20 


 
CAC Meetings July 1, 2015 - June 30, 2016 


Date of Meeting Members in attendance Staff in attendance Guests in attendance Citizens’ Public Comment Total 
July 9, 2015 16 2 7 2 27 


September 3, 2015 19 2 1 0 22 
October 1, 2015 24 2 3 2 31 


December 3, 2015 21 2 3 0 26 
January 7, 2016 25 2 4 0 31 
March 3, 2016 23 2 5 1 31 
April 7, 2016 25 3 3 1 32 
June 2, 2016 24 3 1 5 33 


 
CAC Meetings July 1, 2016 - June 30, 2017 


Date of Meeting Members in attendance Staff in attendance Guests in attendance Citizens’ Public Comment Total 
September 8, 2016 30 3 2 0 35 


October 6, 2016 16 3 1 1 21 
December 1, 2016 17 3 4 1 25 


January 9, 2017 19 4 4 1 28 
March 13, 2017 17 4 1 0 22 
April 10, 2017 18 5 4 0 27 
June 5, 2017 13 6 5 0 24 


  


CAC Meetings July 1, 2013 - June 30, 2014 


Date of Meeting 
Members in 
attendance 


Staff in 
attendance 


Guests in 
attendance 


Citizens’ Public 
Comment Total 


July 11, 2013 19 2 9 1 31 
September 12, 2013 14 2 5 1 22 


October 3, 2013 17 2 3 0 22 
December 5, 2013 16 2 1 0 19 


January 9, 2014 17 2 0 0 19 
April 3, 2014 14 2 8 0 24 
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Bicycle, Pedestrian, Trails Advisory Committee (BPTAC) 
The Sarasota/Manatee MPO Bicycle, Pedestrian, Trails Advisory Committee (BPTAC) membership is generally 
comprised of professional planning staff representatives from Manatee and Sarasota County and its 
municipalities, along with representatives from bicycling enthusiast groups, bicycling safety programs, and 
related interests. During the evaluation period, 100% of meetings received public comments made by citizens 
either during the discussion on agenda items or during the time reserved on each meeting’s agenda for public 
comment. 


Performance Objectives: 
1. Raise awareness of infrastructure needs to better accommodate pedestrians and bicyclists for safe 


travel with motorized traffic 
2. Seek opportunities to educate the public about pedestrian and bicycling safety 


 
Strategies to achieve performance objectives: 


• Conduct regular meetings and encourage public attendance and participation, allowing a scheduled item 
for public comment on each agenda 


• Publicize meeting information on the MPO website 
• Publicize elsewhere in the region 


 
Outcomes: 


• 21 Total Meetings 
• 100% of meetings received citizens public comments 
• There were no requests for translations at meetings, workshops, open houses, etc.  
• All meeting times and locations are publicized on the MPO website and media distribution 
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BPTAC Meetings July 1, 2013 - June 30, 2014 


Date of Meeting 
Members in 
attendance 


Staff in 
attendance Guests in attendance 


Citizens Public 
Comment Total 


September 16, 2013 8 2 8 1 19 
November 4, 2013 12 5 4 1 22 
December 2, 2013 10 4 2 2 18 


January 6, 2014 11 4 6 1 22 
April 7, 2014 10 3 8 3 24 


 
BPTAC Meetings July 1, 2014 - June 30, 2015 


Date of Meeting 
Members in 
attendance 


Staff in 
attendance Guests in attendance 


Citizens Public 
Comment Total 


July 14, 2014 14 3 7 1 25 
October 6, 2014 11 3 10 4 28 


January 12, 2015 15 4 4 2 25 
April 6, 2015 17 4 4 5 30 
May 18, 2015 13 4 0 6 23 


 
BPTAC Meetings July 1, 2015 - June 30, 2016 


Date of Meeting 
Members in 
attendance 


Staff in 
attendance Guests in attendance 


Citizens Public 
Comment Total 


July 13, 2015 14 3 10 1 28 
October 5, 2015 17 5 4 4 30 


January 11, 2016 20 3 3 2 28 
April 4, 2016 17 4 2 1 24 
May 9, 2016 16 5 4 1 26 


 
BPTAC Meetings July 1, 2016 - June 30, 2017 


Date of Meeting 
Members in 
attendance 


Staff in 
attendance Guests in attendance 


Citizens Public 
Comment Total 


July 11, 2016 13 5 1 1 20 
October 3, 2016 16 4 3 1 24 
January 9, 2017 15 4 1 2 22 
March 13, 2017 12 4 1 2 19 
April 10, 2017 13 4 5 1 23 
June 5, 2017 14 5 6 3 28 
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Public Transportation Task Force (PTTF) 
The Public Transportation Task Force advises the MPO Board on issues related to the development of regional 
inter-county public transportation services as specified in the MPO Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).  
During the evaluation period, 73% of meetings received public comments made by citizens either during the 
discussion on agenda items or during the time reserved on each meeting’s agenda for public comment. 


Performance Objective: Seek opportunities to educate the public about the benefits of public transportation 
improvements. 
 
Strategies to achieve performance objective: 


• Conduct regular meetings and encourage public attendance and participation, allowing a scheduled item 
for public comment on each agenda 


• Publicize meeting information on the MPO website 
• Publicize elsewhere in the region 


 
Outcomes: 


• 15 Total Meetings 
• 73% of meetings received citizens public comments 
• There were no requests for translations at meetings, workshops, open houses, etc.  
• All meeting times and locations are publicized on the MPO website and media distribution 
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Public Transportation Task Force Meetings July 1, 2013 - June 30, 2014 


Date of Meeting 
Members in 
attendance 


Staff in 
attendance 


Guests in 
attendance Citizens Public Comment Total 


September 23, 2013 6 2 7 0 15 
December 16, 2013 7 3 7 0 17 


March 24, 2014 8 2 6 1 17 
June 23, 2014 9 2 10 1 22 


 
Public Transportation Task Force Meetings July 1, 2014 - June 30, 2015 


Date of Meeting 
Members in 
attendance 


Staff in 
attendance 


Guests in 
attendance Citizens Public Comment Total 


September 15, 2014 6 2 8 1 17 
December 15, 2014 9 3 5 1 18 


March 23, 2015 8 4 8 1 21 
June 22, 2015 7 3 8 0 18 


 
Public Transportation Task Force Meetings July 1, 2015 - June 30, 2016 


Date of Meeting 
Members in 
attendance 


Staff in 
attendance 


Guests in 
attendance Citizens Public Comment Total 


September 28, 2015 7 4 10 1 22 
December 14, 2015 6 3 6 2 17 


March 28, 2016 7 3 8 2 20 
June 27, 2016 6 5 6 2 19 


 
Public Transportation Task Force Meetings July 1, 2016 - June 30, 2017 


Date of Meeting 
Members in 
attendance 


Staff in 
attendance 


Guests in 
attendance Citizens Public Comment Total 


September 26, 2016 5 4 8 1 18 
March 27, 2017 6 4 5 1 16 
June 19, 2017 4 6 8 0 18 
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Transportation Disadvantaged  
Each county has a Local Transportation Coordinating Board (LCB) to oversee the transit agency providing the 
service to the Transportation Disadvantaged population. This board is comprised of state social service 
agencies, local agencies, users of the system, elderly citizens, and school board representatives. The board is a 
cross-section of users or user representatives. For more detailed information, go to www.fdot.gov/ctd  
 
 
Manatee Transportation Disadvantaged Local Coordinating Board (MTDLCB) 
During the evaluation period, 12.5% of meetings received public comments made by citizens either during the 
discussion on agenda items or during the time reserved on each meeting’s agenda for public comment. 


Performance Objective: Seek opportunities to educate the public about the benefits of improving programs for 
the transportation disadvantaged 
 
Strategies to achieve performance objective:  


• Conduct regular meetings and encourage public attendance and participation, allowing a scheduled item 
for public comment on each agenda 


• Publicize meeting information on the MPO website 
• Publicize elsewhere in the region 


 
Outcomes: 


• 16 Total Meetings  
• 12.5% of meetings received citizens public comments 
• There were no requests for translations at meetings, workshops, open houses, etc.  
• All meeting times and locations are publicized on the MPO website and media distribution 


 
  



http://www.fdot.gov/ctd
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Manatee Transportation Disadvantaged Meetings July 1, 2013 - June 30, 2014 


Date of Meeting 
Members in 
attendance 


Staff in 
attendance 


Guests in 
attendance 


Citizens in 
attendance Total 


September 11, 2013 10 1 3 0 14 
November 20, 2013 11 1 4 0 16 


January 15, 2014 13 1 1 0 15 
May 21, 2014 11 2 2 0 15 


 
 
 


Manatee Transportation Disadvantaged Meetings July 1, 2014 - June 30, 2015 


Date of Meeting 
Members in 
attendance 


Staff in 
attendance 


Guests in 
attendance 


Citizens in 
attendance Total 


September 10, 2014 14 1 0 0 15 
November 19, 2014 17 2 0 0 19 


January 14, 2015 14 2 4 0 20 
May 13, 2015 14 2 1 0 17 


 
 
 


Manatee Transportation Disadvantaged Meetings July 1, 2015 - June 30, 2016 


Date of Meeting 
Members in 
attendance 


Staff in 
attendance 


Guests in 
attendance 


Citizens in 
attendance Total 


September 9, 2015 17 2 0 0 19 
November 18, 2015 13 4 1 0 18 


January 13, 2016 16 2 2 1 21 
May 11, 2016 15 2 1 0 18 


 
 
 


Manatee Transportation Disadvantaged Meetings July 1, 2016 - June 30, 2017 


Date of Meeting 
Members in 
attendance 


Staff in 
attendance 


Guests in 
attendance 


Citizens in 
attendance Total 


September 7, 2016 16 3 2 0 21 
November 16, 2016 13 2 5 1 21 


January 25, 2017 15 2 6 0 23 
May 10, 2017 14 2 1 0 17 
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Sarasota Transportation Disadvantaged Local Coordinating Board (STDLCB) 
During the evaluation period, 6.25% of meetings received public comments made by citizens either during the 
discussion on agenda items or during the time reserved on each meeting’s agenda for public comment. 


Performance Objective: Seek opportunities to educate the public about the benefits of improving programs for 
the transportation disadvantaged 
 
Strategies to achieve performance objective:  


• Conduct regular meetings and encourage public attendance and participation, allowing a scheduled item 
for public comment on each agenda 


• Publicize meeting information on the MPO website 
• Publicize elsewhere in the region 


 
Outcomes: 


• 16 Total Meetings 
• 6.25% of meetings received citizens public comments 
• There were no requests for translations at meetings, workshops, open houses, etc.  
• All meeting times and locations are publicized on the MPO website and media distribution 
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Sarasota Transportation Disadvantaged Meetings July 1, 2013 - June 30, 2014 


Date of Meeting 
Members in 
attendance 


Staff in 
attendance 


Guests in 
attendance 


Citizens in 
attendance Total 


September 12, 2013 15 1 4 0 20 
November 21, 2013 13 1 2 0 16 


January 23, 2014 16 2 2 0 20 
May 22, 2014 15 2 3 0 20 


 
 
 


Sarasota Transportation Disadvantaged Meetings July 1, 2014 - June 30, 2015 


Date of Meeting 
Members in 
attendance 


Staff in 
attendance 


Guests in 
attendance 


Citizens in 
attendance Total 


September 4, 2014 14 1 0 0 15 
November 20, 2014 11 2 0 0 13 


January 15, 2015 11 2 9 0 22 
May 21, 2015 13 3 3 0 19 


 
 
 


Sarasota Transportation Disadvantaged Meetings July 1, 2015 - June 30, 2016 


Date of Meeting 
Members in 
attendance 


Staff in 
attendance 


Guests in 
attendance 


Citizens in 
attendance Total 


September 10, 2015 12 2 2 0 16 
November 19, 2015 11 4 0 0 15 


January 21, 2016 11 2 0 0 13 
May 19, 2016 14 2 2 2 20 


 
 
 


Sarasota Transportation Disadvantaged Meetings July 1, 2016 - June 30, 2017 


Date of Meeting 
Members in 
attendance 


Staff in 
attendance 


Guests in 
attendance 


Citizens in 
attendance Total 


September 8, 2016 14 2 8 0 24 
November 17, 2016 11 2 2 0 15 


January 19, 2017 11 2 2 0 15 
May 18, 2017 15 2 10 0 27 
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Website 
The MPO website is crucial in the MPO’s Public Participation Plan.  The website is the primary online source for 
interested parties to visit.  On the MPO website one can learn about the MPO mission, about the MPO, what the 
MPO does, MPO Board, MPO advisory committees, agendas, calendars, major planning documents, project 
website links, educational videos, public comment, priorities, projects, related links, local resources, 
stakeholders, collaborators, contact information, addresses, translation feature, Title VI policy etc.  The MPO 
website was rebuilt in 2013 to increase accessibility and security.  
 
Performance Objective: Create a user-friendly and visually interesting source for the latest information to 
educate and involve Sarasota/Manatee area residents and stakeholders in the local transportation process. 
Make the website easily accessible for those with disabilities or with limited English proficiency. 
 
Strategies to achieve performance objective: 


• Improve visual interest with more photos and graphics 
• Improve navigation 
• Improve ease of use 
• Improve visibility features for the vision impaired 
• Improve usability for those with limited English proficiency 
• Provide information about the MPO and its activities 
• List all upcoming MPO Board and committee meetings, post all agendas and minutes 
• Post draft and final transportation plans and documents 
• Post transportation-related links to external websites 
• Continually maintain an online opportunity for users to submit questions or comments on any topic 
• Offer opportunities to submit online comments on draft documents when posted during public review 


periods 
• Seek ways to improve accessibility to potential users with disabilities and those with limited English 


proficiency 
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Overall Website Analytics by Fiscal Year (July 1 – June 30) 


Fiscal Year Page views 
Unique Page 


views 
Avg. Time on 


Page Entrances Bounce Rate % Exit 
2013/2014 21,023 14,654 0:01:19 5,934 36.55% 28.23% 
2014/2015 23,515 17,278 0:01:25 8,918 49.65% 37.92% 
2015/2016 11,655 8,447 0:01:34 4,806 58.75% 41.24% 
2016/2017 22,602 15,386 0:01:44 7,653 43.20% 33.86% 


 
 
 
 
 
 


Top 20 Website Pages July 1, 2013 – June 30, 2014 
Page Pageviews Unique 


Pageviews 
Avg. Time 
on Page 


Entrances Bounce 
Rate 


% Exit 


/Welcome 7,245(34.46
%) 


5,053(34.48%
) 


00:01:20 4,917(82.86
%) 


32.85% 32.10% 


/documents 1,887(8.98%) 1,247(8.51%) 00:02:16 117(1.97%) 55.56% 36.83% 
/mpo-board-committees-staff 1,623(7.72%) 920(6.28%) 00:00:24 33(0.56%) 18.18% 8.26% 
/event-calendar 1,039(4.94%) 482(3.29%) 00:00:33 45(0.76%) 11.11% 9.91% 
/contact-us 839(3.99%) 655(4.47%) 00:01:03 97(1.63%) 49.48% 33.85% 
/agendas-minutes/mpo-board 775(3.69%) 527(3.60%) 00:02:03 54(0.91%) 59.26% 40.39% 
/mpo-staff 636(3.03%) 458(3.13%) 00:01:07 17(0.29%) 35.29% 27.04% 
/2014-meeting-schedule 481(2.29%) 364(2.48%) 00:01:12 7(0.12%) 28.57% 20.17% 
/g-p-c 427(2.03%) 285(1.94%) 00:01:31 77(1.30%) 67.53% 40.75% 
/transportation-news 330(1.57%) 284(1.94%) 00:01:27 6(0.10%) 50.00% 22.73% 
/mpo-mission-statement 278(1.32%) 237(1.62%) 00:00:53 21(0.35%) 66.67% 26.62% 
/agendas-minutes/citizens-
advisory-committee-cac 


247(1.17%) 128(0.87%) 00:01:35 3(0.05%) 66.67% 23.48% 


/meeting-2013-schedule 236(1.12%) 186(1.27%) 00:01:01 3(0.05%) 100.00% 20.76% 
/links 225(1.07%) 196(1.34%) 00:01:49 7(0.12%) 85.71% 37.33% 
/agendas-minutes/technical-
advisory-committee-tac 


201(0.96%) 118(0.81%) 00:01:44 6(0.10%) 66.67% 29.85% 


/citizen-advisory-committee 197(0.94%) 117(0.80%) 00:01:29 9(0.15%) 88.89% 24.87% 
/links-page 180(0.86%) 144(0.98%) 00:02:00 8(0.13%) 50.00% 33.89% 
/us41-multi-modal-emphasis-
corridor 


171(0.81%) 150(1.02%) 00:03:16 18(0.30%) 83.33% 36.84% 


/project-priorities 167(0.79%) 139(0.95%) 00:03:30 10(0.17%) 60.00% 43.71% 
/legislative-positions 153(0.73%) 114(0.78%) 00:01:17 3(0.05%) 33.33% 18.30% 
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Top 20 Website Pages July 1, 2014 – June 30, 2015 


Page Pageviews Unique 
Pageviews 


Avg. Time 
on Page 


Entrances Bounce Rate % Exit 


/Welcome 9,295(39.53%) 7,467(43.22
%) 


00:01:16 7,175(80.46%) 48.25% 46.40% 


/documents 2,223(9.45%) 1,447(8.37%) 00:02:33 338(3.79%) 56.51% 43.63% 
/event-calendar 1,336(5.68%) 618(3.58%) 00:00:38 141(1.58%) 42.55% 15.57% 
/mpo-board-committees-
staff 


1,262(5.37%) 736(4.26%) 00:00:43 75(0.84%) 29.33% 16.09% 


/agendas-minutes/mpo-
board 


1,122(4.77%) 659(3.81%) 00:01:52 92(1.03%) 53.26% 37.61% 


/contact-us 770(3.27%) 622(3.60%) 00:01:12 138(1.55%) 48.55% 33.90% 
/mpo-staff-contact-
information 


647(2.75%) 551(3.19%) 00:01:38 28(0.31%) 60.71% 47.30% 


/project-priorities 352(1.50%) 165(0.95%) 00:02:28 19(0.21%) 47.37% 29.26% 
/mpo-videos 337(1.43%) 271(1.57%) 00:02:03 53(0.59%) 75.47% 49.85% 
/citizen-advisory-
committee 


332(1.41%) 210(1.22%) 00:02:03 52(0.58%) 63.46% 35.24% 


/2014-meeting-schedule 324(1.38%) 251(1.45%) 00:01:18 14(0.16%) 57.14% 26.54% 
/links-page 307(1.31%) 247(1.43%) 00:01:53 25(0.28%) 60.00% 34.53% 
/2015-meeting-schedule 279(1.19%) 219(1.27%) 00:01:03 9(0.10%) 55.56% 34.05% 
/transportation-news 277(1.18%) 243(1.41%) 00:01:19 40(0.45%) 85.00% 37.18% 
/agendas-
minutes/citizens-
advisory-committee-cac 


272(1.16%) 185(1.07%) 00:01:32 42(0.47%) 83.33% 37.87% 


/mpo-mission-statement 244(1.04%) 212(1.23%) 00:01:19 28(0.31%) 75.00% 26.23% 
/links 217(0.92%) 180(1.04%) 00:01:14 9(0.10%) 33.33% 29.03% 
/bicycle-pedestrian-trails-
advisory-committee-
bptac 


200(0.85%) 143(0.83%) 00:02:10 60(0.67%) 50.00% 39.50% 


/agendas-
minutes/technical-
advisory-committee-tac 


190(0.81%) 130(0.75%) 00:01:17 29(0.33%) 93.10% 40.53% 


/about-the-sarasota-
manatee-mpo 


180(0.77%) 155(0.90%) 00:00:45 15(0.17%) 33.33% 20.00% 
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Top 20 Website Pages July 1, 2015 – June 30, 2016 


Page Pageviews Unique 
Pageviews 


Avg. Time 
on Page 


Entrances Bounce 
Rate 


% Exit 


/Welcome 4,160(35.69%) 3,379(40.00%) 00:01:22 3,201(66.60%) 52.55% 50.29% 
/documents 995(8.54%) 587(6.95%) 00:02:52 195(4.06%) 51.28% 38.49% 
/2040-long-range-
transportation-plan 


856(7.34%) 397(4.70%) 00:02:28 119(2.48%) 56.30% 31.43% 


/event-calendar 614(5.27%) 274(3.24%) 00:00:25 85(1.77%) 32.94% 14.82% 
/mpo-board-committees-
staff 


555(4.76%) 291(3.45%) 00:00:55 39(0.81%) 35.90% 17.12% 


/agendas-minutes/mpo-
board 


418(3.59%) 232(2.75%) 00:01:53 45(0.94%) 55.56% 34.69% 


/mpo-staff-contact-
information 


368(3.16%) 299(3.54%) 00:02:01 51(1.06%) 56.86% 41.30% 


/contact-us 284(2.44%) 240(2.84%) 00:01:12 51(1.06%) 49.02% 34.86% 
/about-the-sarasota-
manatee-mpo 


213(1.83%) 169(2.00%) 00:00:54 10(0.21%) 20.00% 11.74% 


/?from=http://www.traffic2
cash.xyz/ 


209(1.79%) 209(2.47%) 00:00:00 209(4.35%) 100.00% 100.00% 


/2015-meeting-schedule 199(1.71%) 143(1.69%) 00:01:10 5(0.10%) 40.00% 23.62% 
/mpo-videos 189(1.62%) 151(1.79%) 00:03:26 65(1.35%) 75.38% 55.56% 
/citizen-advisory-committee 161(1.38%) 115(1.36%) 00:01:56 38(0.79%) 50.00% 39.75% 
/?from=http://share-
buttons.xyz/ 


135(1.16%) 135(1.60%) 00:00:00 135(2.81%) 100.00% 100.00% 


/agendas-minutes/citizens-
advisory-committee-cac 


128(1.10%) 82(0.97%) 00:01:38 10(0.21%) 90.00% 35.94% 


/links-page 116(1.00%) 85(1.01%) 00:01:38 9(0.19%) 55.56% 29.31% 
/mpo-mission-statement 98(0.84%) 82(0.97%) 00:01:06 15(0.31%) 86.67% 23.47% 
/agendas-
minutes/technical-
advisory-committee-tac 


96(0.82%) 65(0.77%) 00:01:16 10(0.21%) 100.00% 41.67% 


/?from=http://adf.ly/1SD
mxr 


89(0.76%) 89(1.05%) 00:00:00 89(1.85%) 100.00% 100.00% 


/project-priorities 87(0.75%) 59(0.70%) 00:02:16 2(0.04%) 100.00% 42.53% 
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Top 20 Website Pages July 1, 2016 – June 30, 2017 


Page Pageviews Unique 
Pageviews 


Avg. Time on 
Page 


Entrances Bounce 
Rate 


% Exit 


/welcome 7,616(33.12%
) 


5,197(33.19%) 00:02:31 5,001(64.14%
) 


35.53% 35.28
% 


/evetnt-calendar 1,517(6.60%) 677(4.32%) 00:00:35 269(3.45%) 18.59% 13.84
% 


/documents 1,499(6.52%) 1,101(7.03%) 00:02:59 286(3.67%) 67.13% 47.63
% 


/2040-long-range-
transportation-
plan 


1,165(5.07%) 646(4.13%) 00:02:38 213(2.73%) 61.03% 38.28
% 


/mpo-board-
committees-staff 


941(4.09%) 520(3.32%) 00:00:49 61(0.78%) 31.15% 16.90
% 


/mpo-staff-
contact-
information 


822(3.57%) 670(4.28%) 00:01:25 105(1.35%) 60.00% 41.61
% 


/agendas-
minutes/mpo-
board 


820(3.57%) 491(3.14%) 00:01:42 41(0.53%) 53.66% 35.98
% 


/contact-us 670(2.91%) 533(3.40%) 00:00:54 83(1.06%) 54.22% 31.64
% 


/about-the-
sarasota-
manatee-mpo 


542(2.36%) 430(2.75%) 00:00:39 56(0.72%) 53.57% 19.93
% 


/2016-meeting-
schedule 


488(2.12%) 391(2.50%) 00:01:03 21(0.27%) 47.62% 26.02
% 


/general-planning-
consultant-2017 


450(1.98%) 269(1.74%) 00:01:26 48(0.63%) 54.17% 37.33
% 


/mpo-videos 317(1.40%) 259(1.68%) 00:03:09 120(1.56%) 84.17% 59.94
% 


/mpo-mission-
statement 


264(1.16%) 214(1.39%) 00:00:36 46(0.60%) 69.57% 25.76
% 


/links 235(1.04%) 199(1.29%) 00:01:23 13(0.17%) 61.54% 33.62
% 


/links-page 224(0.99%) 192(1.24%) 00:01:57 13(0.17%) 46.15% 28.12
% 


/sharebutton.to 215(0.95%) 74(0.48%) 00:00:00 74(0.96%) 1.35% 34.42
% 


/travel-forecast-
model 


212(0.93%) 145(0.94%) 00:01:11 19(0.25%) 52.63% 22.17
% 


/agendas-
minutes/technical
-advisory-
committee-tac 


201(0.89%) 137(0.89%) 00:00:53 23(0.30%) 78.26% 38.81
% 


/agendas-
minutes/citizens-
advisory-
committee-cac 


195(0.86%) 119(0.77%) 00:01:16 21(0.27%) 66.67% 30.77
% 


/blog-mpo 178(0.78%) 139(0.90%) 00:02:34 63(0.82%) 73.02% 47.19
% 
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MPO Blog 
The Sarasota/Manatee MPO uses the blog to inform the audience of current event, upcoming events, explain a 
complex topic further, etc. The MPO published 26 blog posts during the evaluation period receiving a combined 
total of 11,466 hits. 


MPO Blog FY 2013/14 – FY 2016/17 
Title Date Author Folder Hits Link Tags 
.....Developing 
the 
Sarasota/Manat
ee MPO’s 
Strategic Mobility 
Plan (formerly 
known as '2040 
Long Range 
Transportation 
Plan') 


10/2014 Mike 
Maholtz 


Strategic 
Mobility 
Plan 


966 https://www.mym
po.org/blog-
mpo/developing-
the-sarasota-
manatee-mpo-s-
strategic-mobility-
plan-formerly-
known-as-2040-
long-range-
transportation-
plan 


 


MPO Recognizes 
Outgoing Board 
Members for 
Service 


Monday, 
03 
November 
2014 


Colleen 
McGue 


Press & 
News 


842 https://www.mym
po.org/blog-
mpo/mpo-
recognizes-
outgoing-board-
members-for-
service 


 


Have you shared 
your thoughts 
with us on 
Mindmixer yet? 


Friday, 06 
February 
2015 


Colleen 
McGue 


Strategic 
Mobility 
Plan 


740 https://www.mym
po.org/blog-
mpo/have-you-
shared-your-
thoughts-with-us-
on-mindmixer-yet 


 


You are Invited 
to the Strategic 
Mobility Plan 
Open House! 


Friday, 13 
February 
2015 


Colleen 
McGue 
 
 


Strategic 
Mobility 
Plan 


1003 https://www.mym
po.org/blog-
mpo/you-are-
invited-to-the-
strategic-mobility-
plan-open-house 


 


March is Florida 
Bike Month 


Friday, 06 
March 
2015 


Jim Van 
Pelt 


Bicycles, 
Pedestrians 
and Trails 


918 https://www.mym
po.org/blog-
mpo/march-is-
florida-bike-month 


#Florida, #Safety, 
#BikeMonth, 
#Bicycles, 
#Pedestrians 


City of Palmetto 
declares March 
2015 Bike 
Month! 


Friday, 20 
March 
2015 


Colleen 
McGue 


Bicycles, 
Pedestrians 
and Trails 


781 https://www.mym
po.org/blog-
mpo/city-of-
palmetto-
declares-march-
2015-bike-month 


#BikeMonth, 
#Bicycles, #Florida, 
#Safety, #Palmetto 


Come see us at 
#iSeeManatee 
on April 17! 


Thursday, 
09 April 
2015 


Colleen 
McGue 


Strategic 
Mobility 
Plan 


844 https://www.mym
po.org/blog-
mpo/come-see-


#ManateeCounty, 
#Florida, 
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us-at-
iseemanatee-on-
april-17 


#iSeeManatee, 
#Mobility, #Millenials 


MPO Engages 
Community in 
Strategic Mobility 
Plan 


Wednesd
ay, 12 
August 
2015 


Mike 
Maholtz 


Strategic 
Mobility 
Plan 


789 https://www.mym
po.org/blog-
mpo/mpo-hosts-
series-of-focus-
groups-to-engage-
community-in-
strategic-mobility-
plan 


#Florida, 
#ManateeCounty, 
#Mobility, 
#SarasotaCounty, 
#StrategicMobilityPla
n 


Upcoming MPO 
Public Hearing 
for Amendments 
to Transportation 
Improvement 
Program 


Wednesd
ay, 02 
December 
2015 


Colleen 
McGue 


Press & 
News 


587 https://www.mym
po.org/blog-
mpo/upcoming-
mpo-public-
hearing-for-
amendments-to-
transportation-
improvement-
program 


#PressRelease, #TIP, 
#Amendment, #MPO, 
#MetropolitanPlannin
gOrganization 


Now accepting 
applications for 
Manatee County 
Representatives 
on MPO Citizen 
Advisory 
Committee 


Wednesd
ay, 09 
December 
2015 
 
 


Colleen 
McGue 


Press & 
News 


803 https://www.mym
po.org/blog-
mpo/vacancy-on-
mpo-citizen-
advisory-
committee-for-
manatee-county-
at-large-
representative 


#ManateeCounty, 
#MetropolitanPlannin
gOrganization, 
#PressRelease, 
#CitizenAdvisoryCom
mittee, #CAC 


Central Manatee 
Network 
Alternatives 
Analysis Mobility 
Survey 


Thursday, 
07 
January 
2016 


Colleen 
McGue 


Press & 
News 


738 https://www.mym
po.org/blog-
mpo/central-
manatee-network-
alternatives-
analysis-mobility-
survey 


 


Draft 5 Year 
Transportation 
Improvement 
Program for 
2016/17--
2020/21 
Available for 
Public Review 
and Comment 


Friday, 27 
May 2016 


Colleen 
McGue 


Press & 
News 


413 https://www.mym
po.org/blog-
mpo/draft-5-year-
transportation-
improvement-
program-for-
2016-17-2020-
21-available-for-
public-review-and-
comment 


#SarasotaCounty, 
#ManateeCounty, 
#MetropolitanPlannin
gOrganization, 
#Mobility, #TIP 


Amendments 
Proposed for FY 
2015/16--
2019/2020 


Wednesd
ay, 08 
June 
2016 


Colleen 
McGue 


Press & 
News 


291 https://www.mym
po.org/blog-
mpo/amendment
s-proposed-for-fy-
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Transportation 
Improvement 
Program 


 
 
 


2015-16-2019-
2020-
transportation-
improvement-
program 
 


Gov. Scott’s 
“Fighting For 
Florida’s Future” 
Budget Invests 
More Than $10 
Billion In 
Florida’s 
Transportation 
And 
Infrastructure 


Tuesday, 
31 
January 
2017 


Mike 
Maholtz 


Uncategoriz
ed 


115 https://www.mym
po.org/blog-
mpo/gov-scott-s-
fighting-for-florida-
s-future-budget 


 


Public 
information 
meetings for I-
75/Bee Ridge 
Road 
Interchange 
Improvement 
project 


Thursday, 
02 
February 
2017 


Mike 
Maholtz 


Uncategoriz
ed 


124 https://www.mym
po.org/blog-
mpo/public-
information-
meetings-for-i-75-
bee-ridge-road-
interchange-
improvement-
project 


 


RoadWatch 
Advisory 
University 
Parkway CLOSED 
Friday Night, 
February 3 At I-
75/University 
Parkway 
Interchange 


02/2017 Mike 
Maholtz 


Uncategoriz
ed 


159 https://www.mym
po.org/blog-
mpo/roadwatch-
advisoryuniversity
-parkway-closed-
friday-night-
february-3at-i-75-
university-
parkway-
interchange 


 


Ramp Closures 
Monday, 
February 6 and 
Tuesday, 
February 7 at I-
75/University 
Parkway 
Interchange 


02/2017 Mike 
Maholtz 


Uncategoriz
ed 


132 https://www.mym
po.org/blog-
mpo/ramp-
closures-monday-
february-6-and-
tuesday-february-
7at-i-75-
university-
parkway-
interchange 


 


New Traffic 
Pattern for US 
41/Venice 
Bypass 


02/2017 Mike 
Maholtz 


Uncategoriz
ed 


114 https://www.mym
po.org/blog-
mpo/new-traffic-
pattern-for-us-41-
venice-bypass 
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Detour – I-75 
Southbound Off-
Ramp CLOSED at 
the I-
75/University 
Parkway 
Interchange: 
Sunday, 
February 26 and 
Monday, 
February 27 


02/2017 Mike 
Maholtz 


Uncategoriz
ed 


116 https://www.mym
po.org/blog-
mpo/detour-i-75-
southbound-off-
ramp-closed-at-
the-i-75-
university-
parkway-
interchange-
sunday-february-
26-and-monday-
february-27-1 


 


University 
Parkway CLOSED 
Friday, March 10 
at I-75/University 
Parkway 
Interchange 


03/2017 Mike 
Maholtz 


Uncategoriz
ed 


181 https://www.mym
po.org/blog-
mpo/university-
parkway-closed-
friday-march-
10at-i-75-
university-
parkway-
interchange 


 


US 41 at 
Gulfstream Ave 
Project 
Development 
and Environment 
(PD&E) Study 


03/2017 Mike 
Maholtz 


Uncategoriz
ed 


153 https://www.mym
po.org/blog-
mpo/us-41-at-
gulfstream-ave-
project-
development-and-
environment-pd-e-
study 


 


Public Meeting - 
US 41 and 
Gulfstream 
Avenue in the 
City of Sarasota. 


03/2017 Mike 
Maholtz 


Uncategoriz
ed 


104 https://www.mym
po.org/blog-
mpo/public-
meeting-us-41-
and-gulfstream-
avenue-in-the-city-
of-sarasota 


 


Cyclovia 
Bradenton is on 
Sunday! 


03/2017 Colleen 
McGue 


Bicycles, 
Pedestrians
, and Trails; 
Press & 
News 


226 https://www.mym
po.org/blog-
mpo/cyclovia-
bradenton-is-on-
sunday 


 


US 41 at 
Fruitville Road 
Public Meeting 
Scheduled 


04/2017 Mike 
Maholtz 


Uncategoriz
ed 


90 https://www.mym
po.org/blog-
mpo/us-41-at-
fruitville-road-
public-meeting-
scheduled 


 


Public 
Comments 
Welcome on 


05/2017 
 


Colleen 
McGue 


Press & 
News 


125 https://www.mym
po.org/blog-
mpo/draft-2017-
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Draft 2017/18-
2021/22 
Transportation 
Improvement 
Program 


18-2021-22-
transportation-
improvement-
program 


10th Avenue 
Complete Streets 
Study: 
Envisioning the 
Future of 
Downtown 
Palmetto 


06/2017 Corinne 
Tucker 


Press & 
News; 
Uncategoriz
ed 


112 https://www.mym
po.org/blog-
mpo/10th-
avenue-complete-
streets-study 


#Palmetto, #Mobility, 
#MetropolitanPlannin
gOrganization, 
#Florida 
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Additional Public Participation Evaluation Measures 
Online Visualization Tools 
Performance Objective: 


1. Explore and implement visual enhancement techniques wherever warranted, feasible and practical  
2. Continue to seek best practices data from the field for possible implementation 


 
Strategies to achieve performance objective:  


• Implement findings wherever practical and reasonable  
 
The Sarasota/Manatee MPO continuously seeks and explores different online visualization tools.  During the 
LRTP process, the MPO used tools like a Mindmixer program.  Mindmixer is an online public engagement tool 
where residents shared ideas, opportunities, and concerns about regional transportation with the MPO, and 
each other.  The MPO also has informational videos on the website where anyone can watch and learn about 
MPOs, as well as other relevant informational videos.  On the MPO website there are static maps that can be 
viewed, in addition the MPO website hosts links to interactive maps.   
 
MPO Logo 
Performance Objective: Recognition of the logo and frequency with which the logo is viewed and recognized. 
Public feedback on its degree of recognition, along with at least a general awareness of the MPO name and 
purpose 


Strategies to achieve performance objective: 
• The MPO logo should be used on all MPO products and publications 


The MPO logo will be placed on all Sarasota/Manatee products, printed materials, fact sheets, documents, etc. 
produced. Moving forward, a quarterly survey can be produced and sent to all distribution lists, as well as on the 
website, and promote via twitter.  Survey may be found at all MPO designated locations as well as distributed to 
municipal libraries. 
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Special Projects 
Performance Objectives:  


1. Focus on local and regional transportation planning processes 
2. Use general printed publications efficiently and where appropriate, such as for public exhibits, community 


events and to accompany civic presentations 
3. Include information about technical issues written in layman’s terms for the public 
4. Provide updates of MPO activities and committees 
5. Provide information on public participation opportunities 
6. Distribute to all identified stakeholders 
7. Produce specialized newsletters, as needed, for timely information on targeted topics 
8. Distribute printed copies, distribute electronically and make available online on the MPO website 


 
Strategies to achieve performance objectives: 


• Promote opportunities for greater electronic distribution 
• Create and publish multi-use flyers and brochures, and distribute appropriately 
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Social Media 
Social media outlets, like Twitter and YouTube, have the capability to exponentially increase awareness, reach, 
and impact regarding MPO activities in the regional community. In 2014, the Sarasota/Manatee MPO ventured 
into social media by creating a Twitter account.  The MPO twitter is primarily used for announcements on 
upcoming MPO Board and committee meetings.  Twitter is also used to announce MPO related jurisdictional 
information, relevant content, and information on MPO programs, performance measures, and other related 
MPO activities.  The MPO re-tweets related materials, articles, pictures, etc. from transportation related 
organizations or locally relevant information.  It is the Sarasota/Manatee MPO policy not to respond to direct 
messages from any person, organization, affiliation, etc.   
 
Below are analytics for the MPO Twitter account from FY 2014/15 – FY 2016/17. 
 
Performance Objective: Conduct best practice research by contacting other MPOs, public sector and planning 
agencies for advantages/disadvantages of such an endeavor. 
 
Strategies to achieve performance objective: 


• Share findings with CAC, TAC and MPO Board 
 
 
 
 


Twitter 
The MPO continues to use the Twitter account to direct attention to the MPO through other channels and foster 
additional public interest. There is substantial variation daily and monthly on the number of people who engage 
(any click or story created) with the MPO via Twitter.  As seen in the tables below, the number of impressions, 
profile visits, and followers increases during months when major planning documents are being reviewed and 
are open for public comment. Taking this analysis into account, forming a social media plan to implement during 
non-major planning document months can increase the amount of profile visits, followers, and general 
engagement. 
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Overview: 


MPO Twitter handle: @saramanampo 688Tweets  Following 259   392 Followers 
Twitter Analytics July 1, 2014 – June 30, 2015 


Month Year Tweets Tweet impressions Profile visits Mentions New followers 
September 2014 - 2,847 - - - 


October 2014 - 1,912 - - - 
November 2014 - 1,469 - - - 
December 2014 - 3,785 - - - 


January 2015 - 5,115 - - - 
February 2015 - 2,168 - - - 


March 2015 - 2,413 - - - 
April 2015 - 4,387 - - - 
May 2015 - 2,488 - - - 
June 2015 - 2,370 - - - 
Total 2014/15 - 28,954 - - - 


Twitter Analytics July 1, 2015 – June 30, 2016 
Month Year Tweets Tweet impressions Profile visits Mentions New followers 


July 2015 - 3,662 - - - 
August 2015 - 3,124 - - - 


September 2015 - 1,562 - - - 
October 2015 - 2,218 - - - 


November 2015 - 1,923 - - - 
December 2015 7 3,723 101 4 - 


January 2016 10 2,433 193 6 - 
February 2016 11 1,629 210 - - 


March 2016 11 2,160 283 4 - 
April 2016 11 2,139 224 4 - 
 May 2016 13 3,823 214 - - 
June 2016 16 3,656 268 2 - 
Total 2015/16 79 32,052 1,493 20 - 


Twitter Analytics July 1, 2016 – June 30, 2017 
Month Year Tweets Tweet impressions Profile visits Mentions New followers 


July 2016 10 2,800 180 1 14 
August 2016 9 2,249 156 1 5 


September 2016 3 1,679 106 2 8 
October 2016 11 1,683 111 4 5 


November 2016 4 1,005 42 1 4 
December 2016 8 1,387 107 5 1 


January 2017 6 1,741 137 1 7 
February 2017 10 1,855 193 1 7 


March 2017 15 5,070 411 13 6 
April 2017 6 1,917 215 3 8 
May 2017 4 1,620 165 - 2 
June 2017 34 6,461 508 13 18 
Total 2016/17 98 29,467 2,010 38 73 


Note 
Tweet impressions compared to the previous fiscal year 
Green = increase                Red = decrease                Yellow = stayed the same 
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YouTube Channel 
The MPO YouTube channel is used for uploading video footage of MPO Board Meetings.  All videos are recorded 
by the local Government Access Television and MPO staff uploads a video of each MPO Board Meeting.  The 
MPO YouTube Channel can be found at this web address: 
https://www.youtube.com/user/MPOsarasotamanatee 


 
YouTube Overview June 17, 2014 – June 30, 2017 


 


 


 


*Estimated total minutes of content viewing time from the audience. 
**Whether translated content (video info, subtitles/CC, or audio) was used during a view 
  


Watch 
Minutes 


Views Videos Avg. Watch 
Time 


Comments Subscribers Shares Video in 
playlist 


8,126 1,214  
 


31  
 


6:44 min. 14 8 6 1 


Video Watch Time (minutes)* Views Comments 
MPO Board Meeting 6/23/2014 1,103 (14%) 113 (9.4%) 1 
MPO Board Meeting 12/12/2016 763 (9.4%) 38 (3.2%) 0 
MPO Board Meeting 7/27/2015 568 (7.0%) 58 (4.8%) 0 
MPO Board Meeting 3/23/2015 536 (6.6%) 54 (4.5%) 0 
MPO Board Meeting 7/28/2014 502 (6.2%) 48 (4.0%) 1 
Regional Joint MPO Board Meeting 1/25/2016 468 (5.8%) 91 (7.6%) 0 
MPO Board Meeting 4/27/2015 422 (5.2%) 55 (4.6%) 1 
MPO Board Meeting 9/15/2014 405 (5.0%) 73 (6.1%) 1 
MPO Board Meeting 12/14/2015 337 (4.1%) 51 (4.2%) 0 
MPO Board Meeting 10/26/2015 329 (4.1%) 44 (3.7%) 0 


Viewer age Watch time (minutes) Male Female 
13-17 years 0.0% 0.0% 100% 
18-24 years 20% 23% 77% 
25-34 years 9.7% 71% 29% 
35-44 years 21% 57% 43% 
45-54 years 7.6% 89% 11% 
55-64 years 25% 83% 17% 
65+ years 17% 43% 57% 


Translation use** Watch time (minutes) Avg. view duration Avg. percentage 
viewed 


Unknown Language 5,023 7:16 5.9% 
Original Language 3,104 5:55 5.0% 



https://www.youtube.com/user/MPOsarasotamanatee

https://www.youtube.com/analytics?o=U#dt=lt,fe=17335,fr=lw-001,fs=16238;fc=0,fcr=0,fi=v-W2Sd7GPO1yU,r=summary,rps=93

https://www.youtube.com/analytics?o=U#dt=lt,fe=17335,fr=lw-001,fs=16238;fc=0,fcr=0,fi=v-5mkQdBxIFiM,r=summary,rps=93

https://www.youtube.com/analytics?o=U#dt=lt,fe=17335,fr=lw-001,fs=16238;fc=0,fcr=0,fi=v-03O44i7L_VA,r=summary,rps=93

https://www.youtube.com/analytics?o=U#dt=lt,fe=17335,fr=lw-001,fs=16238;fc=0,fcr=0,fi=v-UR9zO2FGNCM,r=summary,rps=93

https://www.youtube.com/analytics?o=U#dt=lt,fe=17335,fr=lw-001,fs=16238;fc=0,fcr=0,fi=v-wawtHA3VwFY,r=summary,rps=93

https://www.youtube.com/analytics?o=U#dt=lt,fe=17335,fr=lw-001,fs=16238;fc=0,fcr=0,fi=v-EvNYZvv9Hmo,r=summary,rps=93

https://www.youtube.com/analytics?o=U#dt=lt,fe=17335,fr=lw-001,fs=16238;fc=0,fcr=0,fi=v-Njc8myqjCjw,r=summary,rps=93

https://www.youtube.com/analytics?o=U#dt=lt,fe=17335,fr=lw-001,fs=16238;fc=0,fcr=0,fi=v-MnvhuTOiUEg,r=summary,rps=93

https://www.youtube.com/analytics?o=U#dt=lt,fe=17335,fr=lw-001,fs=16238;fc=0,fcr=0,fi=v-5B-hCPlrk3g,r=summary,rps=93

https://www.youtube.com/analytics?o=U#dt=lt,fe=17335,fr=lw-001,fs=16238;fc=0,fcr=0,fi=v-TMmGCDvFzEo,r=summary,rps=93
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Community Events and Staff Outreach Activity 
Beyond regularly scheduled meetings, the MPO hosted or participated in many public meetings or events. The 
MPO’s role varied depending on the event, from participant, committee meeting member, professional planning 
staff support, partner, facilitator, or as an informed party.  The MPO uses a variety of stakeholder, advisory and 
focus groups and workshops to provide additional guidance to the transportation planning process.  Over the 
evaluation period, the MPO engaged in over 290 meetings of this nature. To ensure the MPO’s process seeks 
out and considers those traditionally underserved by the existing transportation system, the MPO strives to 
reach people who are low‐income and people who are traditionally underserved and underrepresented, 
including people with Limited English Proficiency (LEP), people who are transit dependent, people of color, older 
adults, and people with all abilities households and other transportation disadvantaged communities. The MPO 
holds its public meetings at convenient and accessible locations and times on public transit routes. MPO Board 
Meetings are held at the Holiday Inn, 8009 15th Street East, Sarasota, FL, 34243 and all advisory committee 
meetings are held in the MPO Conference Room at 7632 15th Street East, Sarasota, FL, 34243.  The Holiday Inn 
is located on a public transportation route.  


Performance Objectives: 
1. Develop creative partnerships with organizations 
2. Exert additional effort to seek out and involve people who are traditionally underserved and 


underrepresented, including people with low-income, people with Limited English Proficiency (LEP), 
people who are transit dependent, people of color, older adults, and people with all abilities residents in 
the planning process to meet their transportation needs 


3. Deliver a message about the purpose of the MPO, along with the need for public participation and 
corresponding opportunities, by becoming involved in events and organizations throughout the 
community 


4. Use personal presentations by MPO staff and Board or committee members to involve the public through 
presentations at conferences, to civic organizations and at community events 


 
Strategies to achieve performance objectives: 


• Increase awareness of community organizations and seek creative ways to collaborate 
• Seek the ways and means to make the MPO website and printed publications widely accessible to 


minorities and those with limited English proficiency 
• Seek opportunities to partner with organizations who serve people who are traditionally underserved and 


underrepresented, including people with low-income, people with Limited English Proficiency (LEP), 
people who are transit dependent, people of color, older adults, and people with all abilities groups 


• Seek opportunities for participation in people who are traditionally underserved and underrepresented, 
including people with low-income, people with Limited English Proficiency (LEP), people who are transit 
dependent, people of color, older adults, and people with all abilities community events 


• Participate in appropriate community outreach events that have overlapping missions (i.e. transportation, 
environmental, recreational or public safety) or general events that attract large numbers of attendees or 
event events designed to attract attendees from people who are traditionally underserved and 
underrepresented, including people with low-income, people with Limited English Proficiency (LEP), 
people who are transit dependent, people of color, older adults, and people with all abilities groups or 
underserved populations 


• Accept offers to provide presentations 
• Develop/update a general and customizable MPO PowerPoint presentation to complement collateral 


material 
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Date Outreach Activity 
4/7/2014 Sarasota Senior Services meeting 
4/19/2014 FDOT/North Port/Venice Coordination meeting 
8/11/2014 Manatee County Commission Meeting 
1/13/2015 Coordinated Urban Transportation Studies (CUTS) meeting 
1/23/2015 STARTUPS LRTP presentation 
1/24/2015 Orientation meeting with Sarasota County Commissioner Alan Maio 
2/19/2015 Meeting with SCOPE at the Englewood CPA 
3/9/2015 Orientation with Mayor Willie Shaw, City of Sarasota 
3/12/2015 Orientation with Manatee County Commissioner Vanesa Baugh 
3/16/2015 Orientation with Sarasota County Commissioner Charles Hines 
3/20/2015 Sarasota School District Planning meeting 
3/25/2015 CMNAA meeting with FDOT and jurisdictions at City of Bradenton 
3/26/2015 Orientation with Mayor Johnson, City of Holmes Beach 
3/26/2015 Presentation to Condos on the Bay Association 
3/26/2015 Public Meeting regarding Fort Hamer Bride 
3/26/2015 Sarasota Chamber Assignment Downtown Venice 
3/27/2015 Place Making Meeting with Manatee County 
3/31/2015 Outreach Community Foundation 60 
4/1/2015 Joint Scenic Highway CME Meeting 
4/2/2015 Newtown CRA Advisory Board Meeting 
4/4/2015 LRTP Focus Group Manatee Parrish Civic Association 
4/6/2015 Orientation with Vice Mayor Moore, City of North Port 
4/7/2015 Orientation with Mayor Murphy, City of Anna Maria 
4/10/2015 LRTP Focus Group Sarasota Chamber of Commerce 
4/13/2015 LRTP Focus Group Englewood CRA 
4/14/2015 LRTP Focus Group Palmetto CRA 
4/15/2015 Sarasota County Area Transit (SCAT) Evaluation 
4/20/2015 Congressman Buchanan Transportation Meeting 
4/22/2015 Orientation with Mayor Shaw, City of Sarasota 
4/24/2015 LRTP Focus Group Venice Chamber of Commerce 
4/27/2015 Meeting with FDOT District One Freight Coordinator 
4/27/2015 TBARTA Town Hall Meeting 
4/30/2015 Focus Group –Environmental Issues and Freight Issues 
5/4/2015 Speaker, Embrace Change Workshop 
5/5/2015 FTC Meeting 
5/7/2015 Orientation with Commissioner Daley, Town of Longboat Key 
5/11/2015 Manatee County Land Use Meeting at Manatee County Administration Office 
5/12/2015 LRTP Focus Group Sarasota Condo Association 
5/18/2015 Sarasota Manatee Airport (SRQ) Authority Board Meeting 
5/18/2015 Transportation Regional Incentive Program (TRIP) meeting with the Polk TPO 
5/19/2015 CMNAA “Think Tank” 
5/22/2015 LRTP Focus Group Downtown Sarasota Condo Association 
5/27/2015 Meeting with Michelle Peronto regarding FTA Program 
5/28/2015 LRTP Presentation at FDOT District Seven in Tampa 
5/28/2015 Sarasota County Mobility Plan Presentation 
6/4/2015 LRTP Strategy/Emerging Trends discussion  
6/8/2015 Outreach to the Island Transportation Planning Organization (ITPO) regarding TRIP/TIP/LRTP 
6/11/2015 FPZA Presentation Regarding MPO Process 
6/11/2015 LRTP Presentation to Florida Planning and Zoning Association 
6/15/2015 FDOT Value Engineering Meeting 
6/15/2015 TIP Coordination Meeting with Mayor Shirley Groover Bryant, City of Palmetto 
6/16/2015 Orientation with Commissioner Alpert, City of Sarasota 
6/17/2015 Orientation with Commissioner Eddie, City of Sarasota 
6/18/2015 FDOT Secretary Boxhold Manatee Chamber 
6/26/2015 Florida League of Cities: Tools for Economic Development 
6/30/2015 Model Task Force Meeting 
7/9/2015 Model Task Force Meeting – GIS Committee Meeting  
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7/9/2015 Newtown Community Redevelopment Agency Advisory Board Meeting  
7/14/2015 LRTP Focus Group Newtown 
7/14/2015 North Sarasota Transportation Issues 
7/15/2015 Anna Maria Community Center 
7/16/2015 MCAT and APD Meeting 
7/21/2015 LRTP Focus Group City Council of Neighborhood Association 
7/23/2015 FDOT Diverging Diamond Open House 
7/24/2015 15th Street PD&E Meeting 
7/30/2015 FDOT Laurel Road Overpass Open House 
8/3/2015 FDOT and Manatee County Regarding MMEC Projects 
8/3/2015 FDOT Public Hearing on Gulf Stream Traffic Separator 
8/7/2015 Florida Planning & Zoning Meeting Transportation Policy and Land Use 
8/12/2015 Myrtle Street discussion with Sarasota County 
8/13/2015 MCAT Meeting Regarding Annual Operating Report 
8/26/2015 Meeting with Chair Councilman Jim Bennett regarding performance measures 
8/27/2015 FDOT Public Meeting regarding 15th Street PD&E 
8/27/2015 Public Meeting regarding City of Sarasota ROW and signage 
9/9/2015 Manatee County Public Meeting US 41/Cortez Road Corridor Plan 
9/9/2015 Sarasota County Commission Meeting – LRTP 
9/17/2015 Coordination Meeting with Pinellas MPO at Palmetto CRA 
9/21/2015 Office of Greenways and Trails meeting 
9/22/2015 Manatee County Board Meeting regarding ATMS 
9/22/2015 Manatee County School Board Meeting 
10/15/2015 SCAT CAC Meeting 
11/2/2015 MCAT Open House on 
11/5/2015 MPO Board Member Orientation with Commissioner Beruff 
11/16/2015 Brownfields Meeting 
11/16/2015 LRTP Final meeting 
11/17/2015 Leadership Manatee Farm City Week 
11/18/2015 Leadership Manatee Age Days 
11/19/2015 Manatee County/FDOT coordination Meeting 
11/20/2015 Palmetto MMEC Review 
11/30/2015 US 41 Roundabouts in Sarasota 
12/1/2015 Manatee County Project Priorities 
12/1/2015 SCAT Meeting 
1/5/2016 FDOT Public Meeting regarding Bee Ridge Road and Safety Projects 
1/8/2016 TBARTA/CCC Directors Meeting 
1/11/2016 CONA Meeting 
1/11/2016 Presentation to Council of Neighborhood Organization 
1/13/2016 Leadership Manatee Law Enforcement 
1/14/2016 Meeting with LCB Vice Chair Tim Connors 
1/18/2016 Orientation with new MPO Board Member Councilman Daniels, City of Venice 
1/22/2016 Advisory Board Liaisons Meeting at Manatee County 
1/26/2016 15th Street Presentation to the Manatee Board of County Commissioners 
1/27/2016 Leadership Manatee Business & Industry Day 
1/28/2016 Manatee/FDOT Coordination Meeting 
1/28/2016 Manatee County/FDOT coordination Meeting 
1/28/2016 Sarasota County/FDOT Coordination Meeting 
2/1/2016 Meeting regarding Roundabouts in Hillsborough 
2/9/2016 Manatee County Board of County Commissioners regarding CAC Appointments 
2/10/2016 Leadership Manatee Transportation Day 
2/17/2016 Joint Certification with the FDOT 
2/24/2016 Leadership Manatee Human Needs Day 
3/11/2016 Sarasota Chamber Government Committee 
3/31/2016 Central Manatee Network Alternatives Analysis Visioning Workshop 
3/31/2016 Florida Greenways and Trails Council Meeting 
7/15/2016 TBARTA CCC Meeting and CCC/CFMPOA Joint Meeting Lakeland 
7/18/2016 MPOAC Directors and Governing Board Meetings St. Pete Beach 
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7/22/2016 Performance Measures Outreach to Sarasota County Health Department  
7/29/2016 Legacy Trail Overpass 
8/4/2016 Q-Straint with Demo Transfer Station 
10/4/2016 Council of Governments 
10/5/2016 Discuss Performance Measures 
10/13/2016 Newtown Public Outreach 
10/13/2016 SR 64 at Rye Toad WS 
10/20/2016 FDOT Tentative Work Program Open House 
10/20/2016 Tentative Work Program Open House 
10/24/2016 MPO Freight Summit 
10/24/2016 TPO Meeting 
10/25/2016 FGTF Conference Call 
10/27/2016 City Priorities Council Meeting 
10/27/2016 Discuss Project Priorities with FDOT 
10/27/2016 Sarasota Chamber Downtown Issues 
11/2/2016 Legacy Trail Extension Funding Meeting 
11/3/2016 Waterborne Transportation Technical Forum 
11/4/2016 One Bay Resilient Communities Working Group 
11/7/2016 MTF Data/GIS Committee 
11/9/2016 Lakewood Ranch Business Alliance 
11/9/2016 Manatee County and Longboat Key Project Priorities 
11/9/2016 Regional Trail Summit Planning 
11/10/2016 Cross Bay Ferry Tour 
11/10/2016 Suncoast 2037 Traffic Infrastructure 
11/15/2016 I-75 Overpass Public Meeting 
11/17/2016 FDOT/Manatee County Coordination Meeting 
11/17/2016 FDOT/Sarasota County Coordination Meeting 
11/21/2016 Gulf Program Grant Conference Call/Resiliency Collaborative 
11/21/2016 Sarasota County Project Priorities 
11/22/2016 Welcoming incoming elected officials 
11/28/2016 Manatee Chamber FDOT Secretary Boxold 
12/1/2016 Sustainable Communities Workshop 
12/1/2016 Meeting with City of Sarasota Mayor Willie Shaw 
12/2/2016 SCAT Workshops 
12/2/2016 TBARTA CCC Board Meeting/Workshop 
12/5/2016 MCAT Fleet Grand Opening 
12/6/2016 Florida House Discussion 
12/6/2016 City of Bradenton Project Priorities meeting 
12/6/2016 Florida House meeting 
12/8/2016 ITMS Meeting 
12/8/2016 SR 70 at US 41 Public Hearing 
12/9/2016 Chamber Transportation Meeting 
12/9/2016 Leadership North Port Presentation 
12/14/2016 Critical Infrastructure Symposium 
12/15/2016 Meeting regrading Manatee County ATMS 
12/18/2016 Project Prioritization Discussion 
12/19/2016 City of Sarasota Project Priorities meeting 
12/20/2016 Project Prioritization 
1/5/2017 City of Sarasota Resiliency meeting 
1/5/2017 Sarasota County Area Transit (SCAT) meeting regarding transit and TD 
1/5/2017 SWFRPC Regional Meeting 
1/10/2017 Dangerous by Design Briefings 
1/10/2017 Manatee County Area Transit (MCAT) meeting 
1/11/2017 Sarasota Regional Traffic Management Center meeting 
1/12/2017 Manasota League of Cities 
1/18/2017 Meeting with ITPO regarding new projects 
1/18/2017 North Port/Venice Coordination meeting with FDOT 
1/20/2017 State of Ports 
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1/23/2017 TBARTA Regional Trails Summit 
1/30/2017 SCAT Transfer station UTC 
1/31/2017 Manatee COG meeting 
2/3/2017 MPO/City of Venice Project Priorities 
2/6/2017 Sarasota City Council meeting 
2/7/2017 Mobility Performance Measures Workshop 
2/9/2017 I-75/Bee Ridge Interchange Improvement project 
2/9/2017 Sarasota Chamber Community event 
2/16/2017 Innovations in Regional Transportation 
2/17/2017 Regional Bicycle Trails discussion with Manatee County Schools 
2/21/2017 Climate Council Meeting 
2/22/2017 Anna Maria Island bridge replacement meeting 
2/22/2017 City of Sarasota Fruitville Road meeting 
2/22/2017 TV interview with John Rogers/News Channel 8 regarding safety 
2/23/2017 City of Palmetto Ribbon Cutting US 41 MMEC 
2/24/2017 Outreach for Cyclovia Bradenton 
3/2/2017 MPOAC Staff Directors 
3/6/2017 Florida Scenic Highway Discussion Forum 
3/7/2017 Presented Cyclovia Bradenton to Manatee BCC 
3/8/2017 Myrtle Street Enhancements Project Conference Call 
3/9/2017 Project Priorities meetings Sarasota County and Manatee County 
3/16/2017 Inter-governmental Climate Working Group 
3/17/2017 ABC 7 Interview at MPO 
3/22/2017 Jacaranda Boulevard Roundabout Open House 
3/23/2017 Streamlining Decision Making in Project Delivery 
3/24/2017 South Sarasota Tiger Bay Club presentation 
3/26/2017 Manatee County Priorities Conference Call 
3/26/2017 Cyclovia Bradenton/Safety Outreach 
3/28/2017 CMNAA Technical Coordinating Group 
3/28/2017 FDOT Public Meeting regarding US 41 & Gulfstream Roundabout 
3/29/2017 FDOT/ATMS 
3/30/2017 Gulf Coast Trail Regional Maps 
3/30/2017 Outreach for Bike/Ped Safety at Millennial Conference 
3/30/2017 Sarasota Manatee ATMS Masterplan 
4/11/2017 Town of Longboat Key Project Prioritization Update meeting 
4/11/2017 US 41 and Fruitville Road Meeting 
4/12/2017 Climate Council Planning meeting 
4/12/2017 Safety Audit Discussion 
4/12/2017 Sun Trail Discussion 
4/13/2017 Ad Hoc Committee Meeting 
4/20/2017 Special Workshop regarding Regional Climate Coordination 
5/3/2017 Pine Place Intersection Improvement Conference Call  
5/13/2017 Building Blocks for Sustainable Community Work Session 
5/24/2017 Science Environment Council Community Foundation of Sarasota County Climate 


Council/Resiliency Coordination meeting 
6/2/2017 Phone call with Dale White, Sarasota Herald Tribune, regrading Resiliency Planning 
6/8/2017 FDOT visioning workshop for 10th Avenue 
 4/10/2017 15th Street East Meeting 
01/07/2016; 02/09/2016 Newtown CRAAB Outreach 
01/19/2017; 03/16/2017 Manatee/FDOT coordination meeting 
01/19/2017; 03/16/2017 Sarasota/FDOT coordination meeting 
01/20/2016; 01/28/2016 FDOT Coordination Meetings 
01/21/2015; 01/22/2015 MPOAC Meeting in Orlando 
01/25/2016; 01/25/2017 Joint Regional Meeting with the Charlotte County-Punta Gorda MPO & Regional Trails Summit 
01/25/2017; 03/1/2017 Phone conference with FDOT Liaison 
01/5/2017; 01/06/2017 Manatee County Area Transit (MCAT) transit and TD meeting 
02/17/2017; 03/10/2017 TBARTA’s CCC Staff Directors Meeting 
02/2/2017; 02/15/2017 Legacy Trail meeting 
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02/23/2017; 04/27/2017 TBARTA MPOs CCC Multi Use Trail Coordinating Committee meeting 
02/7/2017; 03/10/2017 FDOT Performance Measures workshop 
02/8/2017; 02/22/2017 Leadership Manatee presentation and Team meeting 
04/01/2015; 05/18/2015 Manatee County Outreach Millennial Team Meeting 
04/01/2015; 07/08/2015; 
10/07/2015; 01/08/2016; 
07/06/2016; 10/5/2016; 
01/04/2017; 01/6/2017; 


Tamiami Trail Scenic Highway Meeting 


04/08/2015; 04/23/2015 Manatee County Area Transit (MCAT) Evaluation Rides and Calls 
04/09/2015; 05/28/2015 Sarasota County Mobility Impact Fee Outreach Meeting 
04/13/2015, 05/11/2015, 
06/08/2015, 07/14/2015, 
08/10/2015, 09/14/2015, 
10/11/2015, 06/08/2015 


Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) Steering Committee Meeting 


04/20/2015; 10/10/2016; 
12/5/2016; 03/11/2017; 
03/14/2017; 04/10/2017 


Island Transportation Planning Organization (ITPO) Meeting 


04/21/2015; 05/19/2015; 
06/16/2015; 07/21/2015; 
08/18/2015; 09/15/2015; 
10/20/2015; 12/15/2015; 
01/19/2016; 03/15/2016; 
07/19/2016; 10/18/2016; 
11/15/2016; 01/17/2017; 
02/21/2017; 03/21/2017 


Sarasota/Manatee Community Traffic Safety Team Meeting 


04/23/2015; 2/23/2017; 
03/10/2017 


Sarasota Chamber Downtown Committee 


04/28/2015; 04/29/2015 Transportation Disadvantaged Survey Calls for SCAT 
05/01/2015; 05/08/2015; 
11/13/2015; 10/14/2016; 
02/10/2017; 03/8/2017 


Manatee Chamber Transportation Committee 


05/06/2015; 05/05/2015 Florida Transportation Commission (FTC) Meeting at Lakewood Ranch 
05/11/2015; 10/3/2016; 
10/10/2016; 10/17/2016; 
11/9/2016 


Manatee Chamber Legislative Committee 


07/07/2015; 08/11/2015 Manatee County Outreach Millennial Team Meeting 


07/21/2016; 10/13/2016; 
01/21/2017 


Sarasota County Area Transit (SCAT) CAC Meeting 


08/10/2015; 08/21/2015; 
09/02/2015; 09/16/2015; 
11/05/2015; 11/18/2015 


Leadership Manatee Training 


08/12/2015; 11/05/2015; 
02/10/2016; 02/8/2017 


Palma Sola Scenic Highway meeting 


08/19/2015; 11/01/2015; 
11/12/2015; 05/11/2015; 
05/27/2015 


CAC Orientations 


08/28/2015; 12/11/2015; 
03/11/2016; 05/21/2015 


Meet with Salvation Army regarding Transportation Planning and Housing & Homelessness 


09/10/2015; 11/19/2015; 
01/21/2016 


Sarasota TD Local Coordinating Board meeting at MPO Office  


09/14/2015; 10/12/2015; 
12/09/2015; 01/13/2016; 
07/27/2016; 02/1/2017 


Bradenton Beach Scenic Highway Meeting 


10/10/2016; 11/14/2016; 
12/5/2016; 05/8/2017 


TAC Special Meeting regarding Project Priorities 


10/18/2016; 10/20/2016 Meeting at Port Manatee 







Sarasota/Manatee MPO Draft PPP Evaluation    
   Page | 43  
 


10/3/2016; 11/7/2016; 
12/5/2016; 02/6/2017; 
03/6/2017 


Engage Sarasota 


10/3/2016; 12/13/2016; 
01/6/2017 


Resiliency Collaborative meeting 


11/1/2016; 12/15/2016 2017 WRC Transportation Subcommittee 
11/10/2016; 12/8/2016; 
01/12/2017; 02/9/2017; 
03/9/2017; 04/13/2017; 
05/11/2017 


ITSMT 


11/16/2016; 01/13/2017; 
01/25/2017; 05/10/2017 


Manatee Local Coordinating Board Meeting 


11/17/2015; 01/05/2016 MCAT Meeting 
11/17/2016; 01/19/2017; 
01/21/2017; 05/18/2017 


Sarasota Local Coordinating Board Meeting 


11/19/2015; 03/01/2016; 
03/9/2016; 3/17/2016; 
10/20/2016; 12/6/2016; 
03/13/2017; 03/21/2017; 
03/22/2017; 04/5/2017 


Work Program Review with FDOT 


11/2/2016; 11/3/2016; 
11/4/2016 


Florida Greenway and Trails Council 


11/29/2016; 11/30/2016 USDOT MPOwerment Roundtable Conference 
11/30/2015; 12/09/2015; 
01/09/2017; 02/3/2017; 
02/17/2017; 02/22/2017 


Fruitville Road Streetscape Enhancement Project 


11/30/2016; 01/4/2017; 
03/1/2017 


Scenic WAVES meeting 


11/7/2016; 12/16/2016 Manatee County Board of County Commissioners meeting regarding FDOT’s Work Program 
11/7/2016; 12/8/2016 Volker Reiss regarding Scenic Highway meeting 
11/7/2016; 12/8/2016; 
03/13/2017; 03/16/2017; 
03/17/2017 


Project priorities Meeting with Sarasota County Commissioners 


11/8/2016; 11/30/2016 TAC Workshop 
2014/15 Conducted outreach to MPO jurisdictions, stakeholders and community groups regarding BPTAC 


issues 
2014/15 Coordinated with FDOT and other MPOs regarding cooperative modeling 
2014/15 Participated in discussion with Statewide Model Working Group regarding Florida Travel Survey 
2014/15 Staff serves as the MPO’s liaison to the Rails-to-Trails, Greenways and the Heritage Trail 


Program 
2015/16 Attended FDOT Public Hearing in the City of Venice regarding US 41 projects 
2015/16 Participated in discussion with Statewide Model Working Group regarding Florida Travel Survey 
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Mailing Lists and Media Contacts 
Mailing Lists 
Below is a list of all Sarasota/Manatee MPO distribution lists. Distribution lists are one of the many techniques 
used to measure public participation.  The performance objective is to establish and maintain an extensive 
mailing list for communication tools that includes all major stakeholder groups impacted by or with an interest in 
transportation issues, to include individuals who have expressed an interest, community leaders, and decision 
makers, and to create and continually update email distribution lists for the MPO Board, each committee, and 
for useful lists (i.e. city managers, county administrators, department heads and mayors and department 
directors in two-county area). To achieve these objectives, the MPO continually updates and maintains the 
database, always seeking additional contacts among community leaders, officials and stakeholder groups and 
regularly updates the various existing municipal electronic distribution lists.   
 
Performance Objectives: 


1. Establish and maintain an extensive mailing list for communication tools that includes all major 
stakeholder groups impacted by or with an interest in transportation issues 


2. Include individuals who have expressed an interest and community leaders and decision makers 
3. Create and continually update email distribution lists for the MPO Board, each committee, and for useful 


lists (ie city managers, county administrators, department heads and mayors and department directors in 
two-county area) 


 
Strategies to achieve performance objectives: 


• Continually update and maintain the database, always seeking additional contacts among community 
leaders, officials and stakeholder groups 


• Continually update the various existing municipal electronic distribution lists 
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Distribution List # of people 
MPO Board 19 


MPO Agenda 101 
MPO Minutes 103 
TAC Agenda 60 
TAC Minutes 50 
CAC Agenda 39 
CAC Minutes 54 


BPTAC Agenda 54 
BPTAC Minutes 39 


Public Transportation Task Force Agenda 68 
Public Transportation Task Force Minutes 62 


Manatee Transportation Disadvantaged Agenda 23 
Manatee Transportation Disadvantaged Minutes 33 
Sarasota Transportation Disadvantaged Agenda 30 
Sarasota Transportation Disadvantaged Minutes 27 


Tamiami Trail Agenda 27 
Tamiami Trail Minutes 20 


MPO Staff 9 
MPO Planners 5 
Special Notice 119 
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Media Contacts 
Performance Objective:  


1. Frequent and knowledgeable media coverage of transportation issues and reliance by local reporters on 
the MPO as an informational source 


2. Continue to evaluate effective channels of communication 
 
Strategies to achieve performance objective: 


• Develop relationships with local reporters, targeting them with prospective story topics and providing 
them with timely, reliable information and sources 


• Provide information to Public Access media 
 
Local media outlets inform the public of MPO Board and advisory committee meetings.  Several of the local 
media attend MPO Board meetings, providing coverage of decisions, presentations, etc.  To keep in accordance 
with federal law, the media is alerted 7-10 days prior of all MPO board meetings, the mandated amount of time 
for planning documents, and special announcements.  Below is a current list of all Sarasota/Manatee MPO 
media contacts.  
 
Examples of recent media coverage of MPO activities and projects: 
 
Longboat Observer: 
MPO study takes latest shot at unknotting Longboat traffic http://www.yourobserver.com/article/mpo-study-
takes-latest-shot-unknotting-longboat-traffic 
 
Bradenton Herald: 
Here are possible locations for a third bridge connecting Bradenton and Palmetto 
http://www.bradenton.com/news/local/article156962454.html 
 
The Islander: 
MPO approves $675k for island traffic study http://www.islander.org/?p=30242 via 
@ami_islander 
 
  


Media Contacts 


Bradenton Herald 


Sarasota Herald 


The Islander News 


North River News 


North Port News 


Longboat Observer 


East County Observer 


Anna Maria Sun 


TEMPO News 


Venice Herald 


Venice Gondolier 



http://www.yourobserver.com/article/mpo-study-takes-latest-shot-unknotting-longboat-traffic

http://www.yourobserver.com/article/mpo-study-takes-latest-shot-unknotting-longboat-traffic

http://www.bradenton.com/news/local/article156962454.html

http://www.islander.org/?p=30242
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Public Feedback Opportunities 
Performance Objective: Online-continuously offer opportunity to submit online questions and feedback; offer 
prompt responses 
 
Strategies to achieve performance objective: 


• Seek additional and creative opportunities to solicit and receive public feedback 
• Continue to offer the opportunity for online submittal of comments for specific projects and plans during 


the defined public comment period 
• Include electronically submitted comments in the public record 


 
Comments made through the MPO website are directly emailed to a MPO staff person.  Significant public 
comments on major planning documents are recorded and considered with as much importance as comments 
received in person, at a workshop, at a community event, etc. 


 
Between August 2015 and June 2017, the Sarasota/Manatee MPO received, recorded, and 


responded to: 


125  
Online Public Comments 
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Appendix B 
Limited English Proficiency Plan 


 
The Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) is responsible for an on-going, 
cooperative and comprehensive transportation planning process in Sarasota and Manatee counties.  This 
planning process guides the use of federal and state dollars spent on existing and future transportation 
projects or programs, and the Limited English Proficiency (LEP) Plan plays an integral role in that process. 
This document will detail the LEP Plan which was developed in conjunction with best practice standards for 
public participation.  
 


Introduction 
On August 11, 2000, President William J. Clinton signed Executive Order 13166: Improving Access to 
Service for Persons with Limited English Proficiency, to clarify Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. Its 
purpose was to ensure accessibility to programs and services for eligible persons who are not proficient in 
the English language.  This executive order stated that individuals who do not speak English well and who 
have a limited ability to read, write, or understand English are entitled to language assistance under Title 
VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 with respect to a type of service, benefit, or encounter. It reads in part, 
 
Each Federal agency shall prepare a plan to improve access to its federally conducted programs and 
activities by eligible LEP persons.  Each plan shall be consistent with the standards set forth in the LEP 
Guidance, and shall include the steps the agency will take to ensure that eligible LEP persons can 
meaningfully access the agency’s programs and activities. Not only do all federal agencies have to develop 
LEP Plans, as a condition of receiving federal financial assistance, recipients must comply with Title VI and 
LEP guidelines of the federal agency from which funds are provided. 
 
Federal financial assistance includes grants, training, use of equipment, donations of surplus property, 
and other assistance. Recipients of federal funds range from state and local agencies, to nonprofits and 
other organizations. Title VI covers a recipient’s entire program or activity. This means all components of a 
recipient’s operations are covered. Simply put, any organization that receives federal financial assistance 
is required to follow this Executive Order. The US Department of Transportation (DOT) published Policy 
Guidance Concerning Recipients’ Responsibilities to Limited English Proficient Person in the December 14, 
2005 Federal Register. The guidance explicitly identifies MPO’s as organizations that must follow this 
guidance: 
 
The guidance applies to all DOT funding recipients, which include state departments of transportation, 
state motor vehicle administrations, airport operators, metropolitan planning organizations, and regional, 
state, and local transit operators, among many others. Coverage extends to a recipient’s entire program or 
activity, i.e., to all parts of a recipient’s operations. This is true even if only one part of the recipient 
receives the Federal assistance. For example, if DOT provides assistance to a state department of 
transportation to rehabilitate a particular highway on the National Highway System, all the operations of 
the entire state department of transportation—not just the particular highway program or project—are 
covered by the DOT guidance. 
 
The intent of this Limited English Proficiency Plan is to ensure access to the planning process and 
information published by the MPO where it is determined that a substantial number of residents in  
Sarasota and Manatee counties do not speak or read English proficiently. The production of multilingual 
publications and documents and/or interpretation at meetings or events will be provided to the degree 
that funding permits based on current laws and regulations. 
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Laws and Policies Guiding Limited English Proficiency Plans 
As part of Metropolitan Planning Organization certification by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
and the Federal Transit Administration (FTA), the LEP Plan will be assessed and evaluated. The following 
matrix illustrates these laws, policies and considerations: 
 


Laws, Policies, and Considerations Table 


 


Who is an LEP individual? 
Individuals who do not speak English as their primary language and who have a limited ability to read, 
speak, write, or understand English are considered limited English proficient, or “LEP.” The U.S. Census 
Bureau does not define limited English proficiency or non-limited English proficient populations. It reports 
data based on the four categories of English-speaking ability: very well, well, not well, and not at all. 
 


Determining the need 
As a recipient of federal funding, the MPO must take reasonable steps to ensure meaningful access to the 
information and services it provides. As noticed in the Federal Register/ Volume 70, Number 239/ 
Wednesday, December 14, 2005/ Notices, there are four factors to consider in determining “reasonable 
steps”. 


Factor 1.  The number and proportion of LEP persons in the eligible service area; 
Factor 2.  The frequency with which LEP persons encounter MPO programs; 
Factor 3.  The importance of the service provided by MPO programs; and 
Factor 4.  The resources available and overall cost to the MPO. 


The DOT Policy Guidance gives recipients of federal funds substantial flexibility in determining what 
language assistance is appropriate based on a local assessment of the four factors listed above. The 
following is an assessment of need in Sarasota and Manatee counties in relation to the four factors and 
the transportation planning process. 
 


  


Name Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 Limited English Proficiency Executive 
Order 13166 


Law or Policy  Federal Law Federal Policy 
Enactment Year Enacted in 1964 Enacted in August 2000 


Consideration Considers all persons Considers eligible population 
Content Contains monitoring and oversight 


compliance review requirements 
Contains monitoring and oversight 
compliance review requirements 


Requirement Factor criteria is required, no numerical 
or percentage thresholds 


Factor criteria is required, no numerical or 
percentage thresholds 


Outcome Provides protection based on race, color, 
and national origin 


Provides protection based on national 
origin 
 


Focus Eliminating discrimination in federally 
funded programs 


Providing LEP persons with meaningful 
access to services using four factor 
criteria 


Annual 
Accomplishment 


and Upcoming 
Goals 


Report to FHWA 
 


Report to FHWA 
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LEP Assessment for the Sarasota/Manatee MPO 
The MPO has assessed its programs and services using the following four (4) factor analysis:  


Factor 1. The number and proportion of LEP persons in the eligible service area 
The first step towards understanding the profile of individuals that could participate in the transportation 
planning process is a review of Census data. Tables 1 and 2 on the following pages display the primary 
language spoken and number of individuals that are LEP for both Manatee and Sarasota County.   
For our planning purposes, we are considering people that speak English ‘less than “very well”’ and only 
the top four language groups are included in the analysis. 
Table 1, on the following page, is derived from the 2015 ACS 5 Year Estimate US Census and shows the 
number and percent of persons who are age five (5) and older, regarding their English language skills, for 
the counties within the MPO area.  As indicated, nearly forty-two (42.10) percent is not proficient in English 
in Manatee county. For Sarasota county, there is nearly thirty-nine (39.70) of the population that is not 
proficient in English.   
 


Table 1:  Limited English Proficient Persons in the MPO Planning area by counties 
Derived from the American Community Survey 2015 - 5 Year Estimate 


Subject Manatee County, Florida 
Total Percent Speak English less than "very well" 


Estimate Estimate Estimate Percent 


Population 5 years and over 325,951 (X) 22,418 6.90% 
Speak only English 272,717 83.70% (X) (X) 


Speak a language other than English 53,234 16.30% 22,418 42.10% 
Subject Sarasota County, Florida 


Total Percent Speak English less than "very well" 


Estimate Estimate Estimate Percent 
Population 5 years and over 377,210 (X) 19,673 5.20% 


Speak only English 327,641 86.90% (X) (X) 
Speak a language other than English 49,569 13.10% 19,673 39.70% 


 
Table 2 shows the number of LEP persons where English is spoken ‘less than “very well”’. Spanish is the 
most prevalent of the non-English speaking tongues as it makes up almost 62% of the LEP population for 
the MPO area. More than a quarter of the LEP population in the area speak an Indo-European language, 
such as Urdu, Hindi, Portuguese, Russian, French or German. The remainder of the households where 
English is spoken ‘less than “very well”’, about 10%, speaks Asian and Pacific Islander languages or some 
“other” language. 
 


Table 2:  Language Spoken at Home by LEP Persons -  Sarasota Manatee MPO Planning Area 
Derived from the American Community Survey 2015 - 5 Year Estimate 


MANATEE- SPEAK A LANGUAGE OTHER THAN ENGLISH 
Spanish 38,237 11.70% 17,522 


5 to 17 years old 9,777 3.00% 1,902 
18 to 64 years old 25,684 7.90% 13,775 


65 years old and over 2,776 0.90% 1,845  


Other Indo-European languages 10,022 3.10% 3,134 
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5 to 17 years old 706 0.20% 149 
18 to 64 years old 5,783 1.80% 1,911 


65 years old and over 3,533 1.10% 1,074  


Asian and Pacific Island languages 3,813 1.20% 1,468 
5 to 17 years old 550 0.20% 48 


18 to 64 years old 2,612 0.80% 1,064 
65 years old and over 651 0.20% 356  


Other languages 1,162 0.40% 294 
5 to 17 years old 156 0.00% 6 


18 to 64 years old 700 0.20% 157 
65 years old and over 306 0.10% 131 


SARASOTA-  SPEAK A LANGUAGE OTHER THAN ENGLISH 
Spanish 25,703 6.80% 10,844 


5 to 17 years old 4,586 1.20% 896 
18 to 64 years old 18,096 4.80% 8,525 


65 years old and over 3,021 0.80% 1,423  


Other Indo-European languages 18,650 4.90% 6,378 
5 to 17 years old 1,669 0.40% 311 


18 to 64 years old 9,684 2.60% 3,381 
65 years old and over 7,297 1.90% 2,686  


Asian and Pacific Island languages 3,432 0.90% 1,834 
5 to 17 years old 476 0.10% 125 


18 to 64 years old 2,300 0.60% 1,265 
65 years old and over 656 0.20% 444  


Other languages 1,784 0.50% 617 
5 to 17 years old 122 0.00% 47 


18 to 64 years old 1,040 0.30% 420 
65 years old and over 622 0.20% 150 


 


Table 2:  Individuals Speaking ‘less than “very well”’ -  Sarasota Manatee MPO Planning Area 
Derived from the American Community Survey 2015 - 5 Year Estimate 


LEP Persons = 102,773 Spanish 
Language 


Indo-European 
Languages 


Asian and Pacific 
Islander Languages 


Other 
Languages  


63,940 28,672 7,245 2,946 
Percent of all LEP Persons 62.21% 27.89% 7.04% 2.86% 


 
Factor 2. The frequency in which LEP Persons encounter MPO programs  


As population in the region continues to grow, so does the LEP population, thus further increasing the 
probability of future contact with the MPO. While, to-date, no requests have been made by either 
individuals or groups directly to the MPO for Spanish or other language interpreters or publications, the 
MPO has taken steps to make its website content accessible to the vast majority of individuals who speak 
languages other than English more proficiently. Additionally, the MPO will provide future public outreach 
notices bilingually (in English and in Spanish). 
As the LEP program is expanded in the Sarasota/Manatee area, any requests for language assistance will 
be monitored and used to gauge the effectiveness of the MPO’s outreach to these populations.  
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The MPO conducts regular board meetings, advisory committee meetings and public hearings throughout 
the year. Community outreach and the MPO’s website is the main source of potential contact between the 
MPO and LEP persons. As a result, the frequency of contact is difficult to anticipate. The MPO’s Public 
Participation Plan highlights the need for outreach opportunities that engage populations that have 
traditionally been underserved and lacked involvement in the transportation planning process. 
 


Factor 3. The importance of the service provided by the MPO program 
MPO programs use federal funds to plan for future transportation projects, and therefore do not include 
any direct service or program that requires vital, immediate or emergency assistance, such as medical 
treatment or services for basic needs (like food or shelter). Further, the MPO does not conduct required 
activities such as applications, interviews or other activities prior to participation in its programs or events. 
Involvement by any citizen with the MPO or its committees is voluntary. 
However, the MPO is ensuring that all segments of the population, including LEP persons, have been 
involved or have had the opportunity to be involved in the transportation planning process to be consistent 
with the goal of the Federal Environmental Justice program and policy.  
The impact of proposed transportation investments on underserved and underrepresented population 
groups is part of the evaluation process in use of federal funds in three major areas for the MPO:  


o the biennial Unified Planning Work Program,  
o the five-year Transportation Improvement Program,  
o the Long Range Transportation Plan, covering 25 years.  
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Figure 1 and 2 demonstrates maps of the current projects in the MPO’s UPWP and TIP in Manatee and 
Sarasota County, highlighting the LEP population in our area. The MPO is ensuring that all segments of the 
population, including LEP persons, have been involved or have had the opportunity to be involved in the 
transportation planning process by conducting these types of analysis maps. Figure 1: Manatee County 
LEP Population map shows the upper-left corner, Parrish and Duette, as the biggest LEP community with 
8% to 15% of the population that does not speak English very well. Currently there is a resurfacing project 
in part of that area. Other LEP communities with 8% to 15% of the population are mostly clusters located 
along 14th Street and Tamiami Trail. Currently this area has Multi Modal Emphasis Corridor projects as well 
as Transportation Set Aside projects. Figure 2: Sarasota County LEP Population map shows clusters of 8% 
to 15% and 15% to 28% of LEP communities along Fruitville Road and Clark Road. These two roads are 
undergoing Safety improvement projects.  


 
 
 
 
 


Figure 1. Manatee County LEP Population 
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Inclusive public participation is a priority consideration in other MPO plans, studies and programs as well. 
The impacts of transportation improvements resulting from these planning activities have an impact on all 
residents. Understanding and continued involvement are encouraged throughout the process. The MPO is 
concerned with input from all stakeholders, and every effort is taken to make the planning process as 
inclusive as possible. 
As a result of the long-range transportation planning process, selected projects receive approval for federal 
funding and progress towards project planning and construction under the responsibility of local 
jurisdictions or state transportation agencies. These state and local organizations have their own policies 
to ensure LEP individuals can participate in the process that determines where, how and when a specific 
transportation project is implemented. 
  
  


Figure 2. Sarasota County LEP Population 
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Factor 4. The resources available and overall MPO cost 
Given that the LEP population makes up less than fifteen (15) percent of the population in the MPO area 
and current financial constraints, full multi-language translations of large transportation plan documents 
and maps is not considered as warranted at this time. However, continued growth of the MPO area and its 
Spanish-speaking population makes offering Spanish translations a sound community investment. 
As a result, the MPO has the means to make the Executive Summaries for the Long Range Transportation 
Plan, the Transportation Improvement Program, the Public Participation Plan, the Citizens Guide to Civil 
Rights, and other key documents available in Spanish.  To accommodate the cost, these summaries may 
be adapted into an alternative format that meets the community needs while working within a constrained 
budget while still faithfully conveying the key messages and content highlights of the full document. The 
MPO will continue efforts to collaborate with education and cultural partners, as well as state and local 
agencies to provide language translation and interpretation services when practical and in consideration of 
the funding available. The translation of these documents will begin after the final English version has 
been completed. The MPO seeks input from all stakeholders, and every effort is made to ensure that the 
planning process is as inclusive as possible. Continued public involvement and participation is encouraged 
throughout the process. Spanish language outreach materials from organizations such as federal, state, 
and local transportation agencies will be used when possible. In addition, the MPO will make available 
Spanish translation of key elements of the MPO web site and will continually strive to improve by acquiring 
and integrating other user-friendly multi-lingual software applications compatible with the web content 
management system currently used by the MPO.  
 


Meeting the requirements 
Engaging the diverse population within the MPO area is important. The MPO is committed to providing 
quality services to all citizens, including those with limited English proficiency. Spanish is the most 
dominant language spoken by LEP individuals in this MPO’s service area. All language access activities 
detailed below will be coordinated in collaboration with the MPO Board and staff. 
 


Providing Notice to LEP Persons 
US DOT guidance indicates that once an agency has decided, based on the four factors, to provide 
language services, it is important that the recipient notify LEP persons of services available free of charge 
in a language the LEP persons would understand. Where appropriate and feasible, the MPO will include 
the following language in English and Spanish, on meeting notifications and other informational materials: 
Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, disability or 
family status. Persons who require special accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act or 
persons who require translation services for a meeting (free of charge) should contact Alvimarie Corales-
Cuadrado at 941 359 5772 or Alvimarie@mympo.org at least seven days in advance. Hearing impaired 
individuals are requested to telephone the Florida Relay System at #711.  
Se solicita la participación del público, sin importar la raza, color, nacionalidad, edad, sexo, religión, 
incapacidad o estado familiar. Personas que requieran acomodo especial bajo el Acta para Americanos 
con Discapacidad (Americans with Disabilities Act) o personas que requieran servicios de traducción (sin 
cargo alguno) deben contactar a Alvimarie Corales-Cuadrado al teléfono 941 359 5772 o 
Alvimarie@mympo.org por lo menos siete días antes de la reunión. Si tienes problemas de audición, favor 
llamar al teléfono 711.  
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Staff Training  
To establish access to information and services for all people, staff members of the MPO who interact with 
the public will be trained to assist individuals who are LEP in person and/or by email. We will provide LEP 
updates and staff training twice a year. The training is provided to all of the staff, especially the first 
contact staff members. Those first contact staff members will attend Title VI and ADA Training in order to 
provide better assistance to our community. The first contact staff members within our MPO are the 
Planning Assistant and Office Administrator.  
 


LEP Updates  
The MPO will consider its most recently adopted LEP Plan as an appendix to its most recently adopted 
Public Participation Plan. The MPO understands that its community profile continues to change and that 
the four-factor analysis may reveal the need for additional LEP services in the future. As such, the MPO will 
annually examine its LEP Plan to ensure that it remains reflective of the community’s needs. The American 
Communities Survey is a more detailed socioeconomic information collected each year as a supplemental 
tool to the decennial census. The survey provides current data about all communities. It is sent to a small 
percentage of the population on a rotating basis throughout the decade. No household receives the survey 
more often than once every five years. 
Example methods for notification include: 


o Signage that indicates when free language assistance is available with advance notice; 
o Stating in outreach documents that language services are available; 
o Working with community-based organizations and other stakeholders to inform LEP individuals of 


MPO services and the availability of language assistance; 
o Using automated telephone voice mail or menu to provide information about available language 


assistance services; 
o Including notices in local newspapers in languages other than English; 
o Providing notices on non-English-language radio and television about MPO services and the 


availability of language assistance; and 
o Providing presentations and/or notices at schools and community based organizations (CBO). 


The MPO will publicize the availability of Spanish interpreter services, free of charge, at least 7 days prior 
to MPO Board and committee meetings, workshops, forums or events which will be noticed on the MPO 
web site, in meeting notices (packets), and using the following additional tools as appropriate: 


o Signage 
o Public outreach materials 
o Community-based organizations 
o Local newspapers 
o Cable Television Providers 
o Sarasota and Manatee school and library systems  


The MPO defines an interpreter as a person who translates spoken language orally, as opposed to a 
translator, who translates written language and transfers the meaning of written text from one language 
into another. The MPO will request language interpreter services from Manatee and Sarasota county staff 
as needed.  
The MPO can notice meetings in newspapers that serves the Hispanic community throughout the Tampa 
Bay area, including Sarasota and Manatee counties. As covered under Title VI requirements for 
nondiscrimination, at each meeting, the MPO will provide Title VI material and include this material in an 
alternative language when applicable. 
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Language Assistance 
LEP Individuals Who Need Language Assistance  
When first encountering a LEP individual in a face-to-face situation, the MPO staff plans to use language 
identification flashcards developed by the U.S. Census Bureau. These cards have the phrase, “Mark this 
box if you read or speak ‘name of language,” translated into 38 languages. They were designed for use by 
government and non-government agencies to identify the primary language of LEP individuals during face-
to-face contacts. The Census Bureau’s Language Identification Flashcard can be downloaded for free at 
http://www.lep.gov/ISpeakCards2004.pdf. The MPO plans to make them available at public meetings and 
the front desk of the MPO offices. Once a language is identified, the Title VI - LEP Officer or relevant point 
of contact will be notified to assess feasible translation or oral interpretation assistance.  
 


Language Assistance and Translation of Materials  
Language assistance will be provided for LEP individuals through language translations and/ or oral 
interpretations of some key materials, upon request or as deemed necessary for effective outreach.  
The MPO phone recording will be modified to include an option to speak to someone in Spanish.  
As previously noted, the MPO intends to explore the ways and means to provide the Executive Summaries 
for key documents in Spanish. Key documents include the Long Range Transportation Plan, the 
Transportation Improvement Program, the Public Participation Plan, the Citizens Guide to Civil Rights.  
A goal of the MPO Public Participation Plan is to provide user-friendly materials that will be appealing and 
easy to understand. The MPO may provide Executive Summaries in alternative formats, such as brochures 
or newsletters, depending on the work product.  
MPO Staff Contact Alvimarie Corales-Cuadrado, Alvimarie@mympo.org or 941 359 5772 for language 
translation assistance and information. 
 


Bilingual MPO Staff and Contact Information 
 


 
 
 
 
  


Spanish


Alvimarie Corales-
Cuadrado


Alvimarie@mympo.og 
941 359 5772


Portuguese


Colleen McGue, AICP


Colleen@mympo.org 
941 359 5772


Chinese/Mandarin, 
Korean, Japanese, 


Russian


Steve Olmstead, 
Sarasota County LEP 


Liason


solmstead@scgov.net 
941 232 0744
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Appendix C 
Title VI Civil Rights Policy and Procedures 


 
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 as amended prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color and 
national origin in programs and activities receiving federal financial assistance. As a sub-recipient of the 
Florida Department of Transportation, the Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) 
has in place a Title VI complaint procedure.  
Any person who believes that he or she, or any specific class of persons, has been subjected to 
discrimination or retaliation, by any MPO programs or activities, as prohibited by Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, and related statutes, may file a written complaint. All written complaints received by the MPO 
shall be referred immediately by the MPO Title VI Specialist, Leigh Holt, to the District One Title VI 
Coordinator, for processing in accordance with approved State procedures.  
Written complaints may be sent to: 


Leigh Holt, Planning Manager 
Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization 


7632 15th Street East, Sarasota, Florida 34243 
 
Verbal and non-written complaints received by the MPO shall be resolved informally by the MPO’s Title VI 
Specialist. If the issue has not been satisfactorily resolved through informal means, or if at any time the 
complainant(s) requests to file a formal written complaint, the Complainant shall be referred immediately 
by the MPO Title VI Specialist to the FDOT’s District One Title VI Coordinator for processing in accordance 
with approved State procedures.  
The MPO Title VI Specialist will advise the FDOT’s District One Title VI Coordinator within five (5) calendar 
days of receipt of the verbal and non-written allegations. The following information will be included in every 
notification to the FDOT’s District One Title VI Coordinator:  


o Name, address, and phone number of the Complainant.  
o Name(s) and address(es) of the Respondent.  
o Basis of complaint (i.e., race, color, national origin, sex, age, disability, religion, familial status or 


retaliation).  
o Date of alleged discriminatory act(s).  
o Date complaint received by the MPO. 
o A statement of the complaint.  
o Other agencies (state, local or Federal) where the complaint has been filed.  
o An explanation of the actions the MPO has taken or proposed to resolve the allegation(s) in the 


complaint.  


Within ten (10) calendar days, the MPO Title VI Specialist will acknowledge receipt of the allegation(s), 
inform the Complainant of action taken or proposed action to process the allegation(s), and advise the 
Complainant of other avenues of redress available, such as the FDOT’s Equal Opportunity Office (EOO).  
Within sixty (60) calendar days, the MPO Title VI Specialist will conduct and complete a review of the verbal 
or non-written allegation(s) and based on the information obtained, will render a recommendation for 
action in a report of findings to the MPO Executive Director.  
Within ninety (90) calendar days of the verbal or non-written allegation(s) receipt, MPO Executive Director 
will notify the Complainant in writing of the final decision reached, including the proposed disposition of 
the matter. The notification will advise the Complainant of his/her right to file a formal written complaint 
with the FDOT’s EOO if they are dissatisfied with the final decision rendered by the MPO. The MPO’s Title VI 
Specialist will also provide the FDOT’s District One Title VI Coordinator with a copy of this decision and 
summary of findings.  
The MPO’s Title VI Specialist will maintain a log of all verbal and non-written complaints received by the 
MPO. The log will include the following information:  
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o Name of Complainant.  
o Name of Respondent.  
o Basis of Complaint (i.e., race, color, national origin, sex, age, disability, religion, familial status or 


retaliation).  
o Date verbal or non-written complaint was received by the CCC.  
o Date MPO notified the FDOT’s District One Title VI Coordinator of the verbal or non-written 


complaint.  
o Explanation of the actions the MPO has taken or proposed to resolve the issue raised in the 


complaint.  


 
  







Sarasota/Manatee MPO PPP 2017  Click here for Table of Contents Page | 64 


Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization’s 
Title VI Program and Related Statutes Discrimination Complaint 


Name Home Phone Work Phone 


   


Address (Street No, P.O. Box, Etc.) City, State, Zip Code 


 
 


 


Name of Person(s) Who Discriminated Against You, Position (if known) and Name of Agency: 


 


Address (Street No, P.O. Box, Etc.) City, State, Zip Code 


  


Date of Alleged Incident:  


Discrimination Because Of: 


 Race   Retaliation 


 Sex   Familial Status 


 Religion   Color 


 National Origin   Age 


 Disability    


Explain as briefly and clearly as possible on the back of this form what happened and how you were 
discriminated against. Indicate who was involved. Be sure to include how other persons were treated differently 
than you. Also attach any written material pertaining to your case. 


Signature Date 


Mail to:  Leigh Holt, Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization 7632 15th Street East, Sarasota, 
Florida 34243 
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Appendix D 
 


Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization Grievance Procedures under 
 the Americans with Disabilities Act 


 
This Grievance Procedure is established in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 
(ADA).  It may be used by anyone who wishes to file a complaint alleging discrimination on the basis of 
disability in the provision of services by or access to activities or programs of the Sarasota/Manatee 
Metropolitan Planning Organization.  This Grievance Procedure does not apply to complaints relating to 
employment by the Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization 
The complaint should be in writing and contain information about the alleged discrimination such as 
name, address, phone number of complainant and location, date, and description of the problem. 
Assistance will be provided to anyone requesting help with the writing of his or her complaint. 
The complaint should be submitted by the grievant and/or his or her designee as soon as possible but no 
later than 60 calendar days after the alleged violation to: 
 


Leigh Holt, Planning Manager, ADA Coordinator 
Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization 


7632 15th Street East 
Sarasota, Florida  34243 


Ph: 941 359 5772 
Fax: 941 359 5779 


Email: leigh@mympo.org 
 
Within 15 calendar days after receipt of the complaint, the ADA Coordinator or designee will meet with the 
complainant to discuss the complaint and possible resolutions.  Within 15 calendar days of the meeting, 
the ADA Coordinator or designee will respond in writing to the complainant.  The response will explain the 
position of the Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization and offer options for substantive 
resolution of the complaint. 
 
Adopted by the Board of the Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization on October 23, 2017. 
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Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization’s 
Americans with Disabilities (ADA) Complaint Form 


 
Complainant’s Name ___________________________________ Date____________________ 


 
Complainant’s Address _________________________________________________________ 


 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 


 
Telephone Number _________________________Cell (Not required) ____________________ 


 
Date of Alleged Incident/Issue ____________________________________________________ 


 
Location of Alleged Incident/Issue _________________________________________________ 


 
 


Summary of Complaint (Attach additional sheets, if necessary.) 
 


______________________________________________________________________________ 
 


______________________________________________________________________________ 
 


______________________________________________________________________________ 
 


______________________________________________________________________________ 
 


______________________________________________________________________________ 
 


______________________________________________________________________________ 
 


______________________________________________________________________________ 
 


______________________________________________________________________________ 
 


______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 


Complainant’s Signature______________________________________Date________________ 
 
 


Received By (Print Name) ____________________________________ Date _______________ 
 
 


ADA Coordinator’s Signature _________________________________ Date _______________ 
 
 


Adopted for use: October 23, 2017 
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Appendix E 
A Guide for Addressing the Sarasota/Manatee MPO 


 
Members of the public have an opportunity to make comments at each regular meeting of the 
Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO). This is an opportunity to be heard – on the 
record – by MPO Board members.  This guide provides questions that will help you determine if making 
comments at MPO Board meetings is the most effective strategy to have your message heard, and how to 
make the most impact.  You can think through these questions yourself, discuss them with other 
interested individuals or groups, and/or contact the MPO staff to discuss them.  
 


What do you want to accomplish by making comments at a MPO meeting?  
Possible responses:  


o I want to share information with the MPO. Before doing this, you should determine if the MPO Board 
members are already aware of your information. If so, do they need to hear it again? There may be 
value in repeating information to emphasize a position or opinion, but it also may come across as 
repetitive and unnecessary.  


o There’s an action I want to MPO to take. This is likely to be the most effective use of this technique. 
For example, you want the MPO to include or take out a project from a Plan or Program, or you want 
them to hear a new idea or concept.  


o I want to discuss an issue with the MPO. The opportunity for public comment at an MPO Board 
meeting is much more of a formal structure than an informal dialogue format. The MPO members 
will hear your comments, but they are unlikely to engage in much discussion.  


Are you sure you’re talking to the right people? Does the MPO have the authority to do what 
you’re asking them to do?  


o Yes. You want the MPO to consider your comments on a Long-Range Transportation Plan (LRTP), 
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) or some aspect of either of those documents.  


o No. If you are concerned about a change in bus service or perhaps the site of a future service, you 
should be aware of two facts. First, the MPO is not responsible for operating different services. For 
example, if bus service is the issue, Palm Tran is responsible and you should contact them. Second, 
the MPO is not responsible for project planning. Once a project has been approved to take place 
(the role of the MPO), the how and where become the responsibility of the local jurisdictions or the 
state.  


Are there other strategies you might use to accomplish your purpose?  
o Yes, I can talk with MPO Board members on a one-to-one, informal basis. Taking advantage of 


informal opportunities for discussing issues can be very effective. In fact, discussing issues on an 
informal basis with MPO Board members should lay the groundwork for any formal testimony that 
you give.  


o Yes, I can participate at committee and advisory committee meetings. A great deal of work that 
supports the MPO’s decisions goes on at various advisory committee meetings. Observing those 
meetings, asking questions and making comments can be an effective way to get your ideas 
across.  


o Yes, I can submit written comments. Written comments work for some participants, but not all. If 
you can submit written comments, you’ll be on the record, and you’ll receive a written response. 
However, don’t overuse this opportunity or it will lose its effectiveness.  
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o No, this is the best strategy to accomplish my purpose. If the public participation opportunity at the 
MPO meetings is truly the best strategy for you, make sure you consider these guidelines:  


• Figure out what you want the MPO to do. Have something specific in mind. If you don’t, your 
comments will have much less impact.  


• Use the public participation opportunity wisely. In other words, make sure you are making 
comments at times when they will make the most impact. If you overuse this opportunity, 
your comments will be much less effective.  


• Do your own evaluation. If you have presented comments several times, look back over 
those times and try to determine if you’ve made an impact. If it’s difficult to figure out, ask 
one or more MPO Board members to talk to you about when your comments had the biggest 
impact on them.  


• Be creative. Reading from a sheet of paper is a standard way to present comments. Try to 
grab the members’ attention by showing maps, passing around a report the supports your 
position, passing around pictures of a problem area or service, or bringing others in to testify 
with you. Make sure you are prepared to pass around copies of handouts. Twenty-five copies 
to hand to MPO Board members will be sufficient.  


• Understand the power of numbers. An individual speaking on behalf of an organization will 
almost always have more impact than a single individual. If you don’t belong to an 
organization, bring in others who support your position to speak as well.  


• Be succinct and to the point. Be respectful of the time limit allotted for public speakers at 
MPO Board meetings and advisory committee meetings, typically three minutes.  


• Reach out to MPO staff. If you’re unsure what you want the MPO to do, or how best to 
present your information, check in with the MPO staff who can give you some tips.  


 
For more information, contact us:  


Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization 
 7632 15th Street East, Sarasota, FL, 34243 


 Tel: 941 359 5772 
 Email: mpo@mympo.org  
Website: www.mympo.org   



mailto:mpo@mympo.org

http://www.mympo.org/
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Appendix F 
 


A Resolution adopting the Sarasota/Manatee MPO Public Participation Plan 
RESOLUTION NO. 2017-07 


 
A RESOLUTION OF 


THE SARASOTA/MANATEE METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION 
ADOPTION OF THE SARASOTA/MANATEE MPO 


PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PLAN 
 
 WHEREAS, the Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization is the duly designated and constituted 
body responsible for carrying out the urban transportation planning and programming process for Sarasota and 
Manatee counties, the cities and towns of Anna Maria, Bradenton, Bradenton Beach, Holmes Beach, Longboat Key, 
North Port, Palmetto, Sarasota, and Venice; and Port Manatee and the Sarasota Bradenton Airport Authority; and  
 


WHEREAS, 23 U.S. Code 134; and 40 U.S. Code 1602(a)(2), 1603(a); and 1604(g)1 and (1); and Florida 
Statutes 339.175; require that the urbanized area, as a condition of the receipt of federal capital or operating 
assistance, have a continuing, cooperative, and comprehensive transportation planning process that results in plans 
and programs consistent with the comprehensively planned development of the urbanized area; and  
 


WHEREAS, the Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization is required to actively encourage 
public participation in the planning process; and  
 


WHEREAS, the existing Public Participation Plan is required to be updated to comply with the current Federal 
transportation legislation; the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users 
(SAFETEA-LU), the Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act (MAP-21), and the Fixing America’s Surface 
Transportation (FAST) Act which authorizes the Federal surface transportation programs for highways, highway 
safety, and transit;  
 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization that:  
 


The Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization hereby adopts the Public Participation 
Plan 2017 as its official process for public participation in the Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning 
Organization Planning Area. This Resolution shall become effective immediately upon adoption. 


 
 
DULY ADOPTED with a quorum present and voting this 23rd day of October, 2017. 
 
SARASOTA/MANATEE METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION 


 
 
 


By:          
Commissioner Willie Shaw, MPO Chair  


 
ATTEST:   


               
By:           


                David Hutchinson, MPO Executive Director 
 


This page will be replaced with a copy of the signed resolution following adoption. 
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Appendix G 
Commonly Used Transportation Definitions and Acronyms 


 
AA Alternatives Analysis CRA Community Redevelopment Agency 


AADT Annual Average Daily Traffic CTC Community Transit/Transportation Coordinator 


ADA Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 CTD Commission for the Transportation 
Disadvantaged 


AFV Alternative Fuel Vehicles CUTR Center for Urban Transportation Research 


AMDA Application for Master Development 
Approval DB Design-Build 


AMPO Association of Metropolitan Planning 
Organizations DBE Disadvantaged Business Enterprise 


APTA American Public Transit Administration DCA Department of Community Affairs 
ATIS Advanced Traveler Information System DOPA Designated Official Planning Agency 


ATMS Advanced Traffic Management System DOT Department of Transportation 


ATPPL Alternative Transportation in Parks and 
Public Lands DRC Developments Review Committee 


AVL Automatic Vehicle Location System DRI Development of Regional Impact 
AVO Average Vehicle Occupancy EA Environmental Assessment 
AVR Average Vehicle Ridership EAR Evaluation and Appraisal Report 


BACS Bay Area Commuter Services EEO Equal Employment Opportunity 


BEBR Bureau of Economics and Business 
Research EIS Environmental Impact Statement 


BPTAC Bicycle, Pedestrians, Trails Advisory 
Committee EJ Environmental Justice 


BMS Bridge Management Systems EPA Environmental Protection Agency 
BOCC Board of County Commissioners ETDM Efficient Transportation Decision Making 
BRT Bus Rapid Transit FAA Federal Aviation Administration 


CAA & 
CAAA 


Clean Air Act and Clean Air Act 
Amendments of 1990 FAC Florida Administrative Code 


CAC Citizens Advisory Committee FAP Federal Aid Program 


CAD Computer Aided Design FCTD Florida Commission for the Transportation 
Disadvantaged 


CAN Citizens Advisory Network FDOT Florida Department of Transportation 
CAMP Corridor Access Management Plan FHWA Federal Highway Administration 
CAP Capital Grant FIHS Florida Interstate Highway System 
CBD Central Business District FPTA Florida Public Transportation Administration 
CEI Construction Engineer Inspection FS Florida Statutes 


CEMP Comprehensive Emergency Management 
Plan FSUTMS Florida Standard Urban Transportation Modeling 


Structure 
CFR Code of Federal Regulations FTA Federal Transit Administration 
CIA Community Impact Assessment FTP Florida Transportation Plan 
CIE Capital Improvements Element FY Fiscal Year 
CIP Capital Improvement Plan GIS Geographic Information System 


CMA Critical Movement Analysis GPC General Planning Consultant 


CMAQ Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality 
Improvement Program HOT High Occupancy Trail 


CMP Congestion Management Process HOV High Occupancy Vehicle 


CMR Congestion Management Report HUD U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development 


CMMS Congestion Mobility Management System HWY Highway 
CMS Concurrency Management System I- Interstate 
CR County Road ICE Intergovernmental Coordination Element 
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ILA Interlocal Agreement RLI Request for Letter of Intent 
IJR Interchange Justification Report ROW Right-of-Way 


ITE Institute of Transportation Engineers RPC Regional Planning Council: Tampa Bay and 
Southwest Florida 


ITS Intelligent Transportation System RR Railroad 


JPA Joint Participation Agreement SAFETEA-LU Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient 
Transportation Equity Act - A Legacy for Users 


LCB Local Coordinating Board SCAT Sarasota County Area Transit 
LF Local Funds SEIR State Environment Impact Report 


LOS Level of Service SR State Road 
LGCP Local Government Comprehensive Plan SIB State Infrastructure Bank 
LRT Light Rail Transit SIS Strategic Intermodal System 


LRTP Long Range Transportation Plan SRPP Strategic Regional Policy Plan 
LUAM Land Use Allocation Model SRQ Sarasota Bradenton International Airport 
MCAT Manatee County Area Transit STIP State Transportation Improvement Program 
MG Minimum Guarantee TAC Technical Advisory Committee 
MIS Major Investment Study TBARTA Tampa Bay Regional Transportation Authority 


M&O Maintenance and Operations TCSP Transportation and Community and Systems 
Preservation Pilot Program 


MOA Memorandum of Agreement TD Transportation Disadvantaged 


MOU Memorandum of Understanding TDLCB Transportation Disadvantaged Local 
Coordinating Board 


MPO Metropolitan Planning Organization TDM Transportation (Travel) Demand 
Management 


MPOAC Metropolitan Planning Organization 
Advisory Council TDP Transit Development Plan 


MPUD Master Plan Unit Development TDSP Transportation Disadvantaged Service Plan 
MSTU Municipal Service Taxing Unit TE Transportation Enhancements 


NAFTA North America Free Trade Agreement TEA-21 Transportation Equity Act for the 21st 
Century 


NEPA National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 T/E Grant Trip/Equipment Grant 
NHS National Highway System TEA Transportation Enhancement Application 


NOI Notice of Intent TELUS Transportation Economic and Land Use 
System 


NS/EW North South/East West TIM Traffic Incident Management Team 
NTC Neighborhood Transit Centers TIP Transportation Improvement Program 
OMB Office of Management and Budget TMA Transportation Management Association 


PD&E Project Development and Environment 
Study TMA Transportation Management Area 


PE Preliminary Engineering TOD Transit Oriented Development 
PEA Planning Emphasis Area TRB Transportation Research Board 
PIP Public Involvement Plan TRIP Transportation Regional Incentive Program 


PPP Public Participation Plan TSM&O Transportation Systems Management and 
Operations 


PMS Pavement Management System UPWP Unified Planning Work Program 


PTMS Public Transportation Facilities and 
Equipment Management System USDOT United States Department of Transportation 


P&R Park and Ride USEPA United States Environmental Protection 
Agency 


PTO Public Transportation Organization V/C Volume to Capacity Ration 
RFP Request for Proposal VHT Vehicle Hours Traveled 
RFQ Request for Qualifications VMT Vehicles Miles Traveled 
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Appendix H 
About the Sarasota/Manatee Region 


Community Characteristics 
Table 1 – General Characteristics 


Subject Manatee County Manatee County % Sarasota County Sarasota County % 
Total population 343,729 - 392,038 - 


Male 166,067 48.30% 187,242 47.80% 
Female 177,662 51.70% 204,796 52.20% 


Population Age 
Under 5 years 17,778 5.20% 14,828 3.80% 
5 to 9 years 19,471 5.70% 16,634 4.20% 


10 to 14 years 18,733 5.40% 16,757 4.30% 
15 to 19 years 18,407 5.40% 17,720 4.50% 
20 to 24 years 17,641 5.10% 17,161 4.40% 
25 to 34 years 35,374 10.30% 32,382 8.30% 
35 to 44 years 37,020 10.80% 36,169 9.20% 
45 to 54 years 44,865 13.10% 49,936 12.70% 
55 to 59 years 24,333 7.10% 28,291 7.20% 
60 to 64 years 24,335 7.10% 31,991 8.20% 
65 to 74 years 46,038 13.40% 65,632 16.70% 
75 to 84 years 28,195 8.20% 43,986 11.20% 


85 years and over 11,539 3.40% 20,551 5.20% 


     
Median age (years) 46.7 - 54 - 


Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2011-2015 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 
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Table 2 – Economic Characteristics 


Subject 
Manatee 
County 


Manatee 
County % 


Sarasota 
County 


Sarasota 
County % 


EMPLOYMENT STATUS 
Population 16 years and over 283,666  339,991  


In labor force 153,738 54.20% 168,928 49.70% 
Civilian labor force 153,618 54.20% 168,793 49.60% 


Employed 140,416 49.50% 155,023 45.60% 
Unemployed 13,202 4.70% 13,770 4.10% 


Armed Forces 120 0.00% 135 0.00% 
Not in labor force 129,928 45.80% 171,063 50.30% 


Civilian labor force 153,618 - 168,793  
Unemployment Rate - 8.60%  8.20% 


COMMUTING TO WORK 
Workers 16 years and over 137,977  152,695  


Car, truck, or van -- drove alone 109,395 79.30% 126,631 82.90% 
Car, truck, or van -- carpooled 13,352 9.70% 10,826 7.10% 


Public transportation (excluding 
taxicab) 1,193 0.90% 1,198 0.80% 
Walked 2,047 1.50% 1,549 1.00% 


Other means 2,808 2.00% 3,639 2.40% 
Worked at home 9,182 6.70% 8,852 5.80%      


Mean travel time to work (minutes) 24.5  22.6  
INDUSTRY 


Civilian employed population 16 
years and over 140,416  155,023  


Agriculture, forestry, fishing and 
hunting, and mining 2,118 1.50% 813 0.50% 


Construction 10,123 7.20% 11,645 7.50% 
Manufacturing 10,856 7.70% 8,273 5.30% 


Wholesale trade 3,882 2.80% 3,107 2.00% 
Retail trade 19,462 13.90% 22,147 14.30% 


Transportation and warehousing, 
and utilities 5,163 3.70% 4,501 2.90% 
Information 1,940 1.40% 2,613 1.70% 


Finance and insurance, and real 
estate and rental and leasing 9,877 7.00% 12,358 8.00% 
Professional, scientific, and 


management, and administrative 
and waste management services 17,224 12.30% 20,929 13.50% 
Educational services, and health 


care and social assistance 31,056 22.10% 34,539 22.30% 
Arts, entertainment, and recreation, 


and accommodation and food 
services 15,081 10.70% 19,680 12.70% 


Other services, except public 
administration 7,874 5.60% 8,911 5.70% 


Public administration 5,760 4.10% 5,507 3.60% 
INCOME AND BENEFITS (IN 2015 INFLATION-ADJUSTED DOLLARS) 


Total households 134,725  175,185  
Less than $10,000 8,771 6.50% 9,545 5.40% 


$10,000 to $14,999 7,512 5.60% 8,386 4.80% 
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$15,000 to $24,999 16,320 12.10% 19,599 11.20% 
$25,000 to $34,999 15,308 11.40% 20,264 11.60% 
$35,000 to $49,999 19,848 14.70% 26,660 15.20% 
$50,000 to $74,999 24,682 18.30% 33,560 19.20% 
$75,000 to $99,999 15,589 11.60% 20,860 11.90% 


$100,000 to $149,999 16,269 12.10% 19,930 11.40% 
$150,000 to $199,999 5,234 3.90% 7,577 4.30% 


$200,000 or more 5,192 3.90% 8,804 5.00% 
Median household income (dollars) 49,675 - 51,766 - 
Mean household income (dollars) 67,786 - 74,755 - 


With earnings 87,707 65.10% 103,643 59.20% 
Mean earnings (dollars) 66,583 - 67,509 - 


With Social Security 59,576 44.20% 90,329 51.60% 
Mean Social Security income 


(dollars) 19,860 - 20,418 - 
With retirement income 35,802 26.60% 52,581 30.00% 


Mean retirement income (dollars) 26,890 - 32,420 - 
With Supplemental Security Income 5,163 3.80% 5,857 3.30% 


Mean Supplemental Security 
Income (dollars) 10,685 - 11,275 (X) 


With cash public assistance income 3,077 2.30% 2,256 1.30% 
Mean cash public assistance 


income (dollars) 3,032 - 3,018 - 
With Food Stamp/SNAP benefits in 


the past 12 months 14,785 11.00% 14,047 8.00% 
Families 88,402  106,472  


Less than $10,000 3,965 4.50% 3,145 3.00% 
$10,000 to $14,999 2,712 3.10% 2,507 2.40% 
$15,000 to $24,999 7,261 8.20% 6,983 6.60% 
$25,000 to $34,999 8,706 9.80% 10,143 9.50% 
$35,000 to $49,999 13,117 14.80% 16,046 15.10% 
$50,000 to $74,999 17,616 19.90% 23,349 21.90% 
$75,000 to $99,999 11,990 13.60% 14,707 13.80% 


$100,000 to $149,999 13,793 15.60% 15,824 14.90% 
$150,000 to $199,999 4,667 5.30% 6,447 6.10% 


$200,000 or more 4,575 5.20% 7,321 6.90% 
Median family income (dollars) 61,149  64,449  
Mean family income (dollars) 79,994  90,700  
Per capita income (dollars) 27,958  34,479  


Nonfamily households 46,323  68,713  
Median nonfamily income (dollars) 29,757  32,958  
Mean nonfamily income (dollars) 41,974  48,110  


Median earnings for workers 
(dollars) 27,484  28,317  


Median earnings for male full-time, 
year-round workers (dollars) 41,841  42,368  


Median earnings for female full-
time, year-round workers (dollars) 36,267  36,263  


HEALTH INSURANCE COVERAGE 
Civilian noninstitutionalized 


population 340,989  388,233  
With health insurance coverage 283,281 83.10% 333,817 86.00% 
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With private health insurance 208,289 61.10% 256,996 66.20% 
With public coverage 135,821 39.80% 170,505 43.90% 


No health insurance coverage 57,708 16.90% 54,416 14.00% 
PERCENTAGE OF FAMILIES AND PEOPLE WHOSE INCOME IN THE PAST 12 MONTHS IS BELOW THE 


POVERTY LEVEL 
All families  10.20%  7.00% 


With related children of the 
householder under 18 years  19.40%  13.70% 
With related children of the 


householder under 5 years only  19.40%  16.70% 
Married couple families  6.00%  3.90% 


With related children of the 
householder under 18 years  10.20%  6.20% 
With related children of the 


householder under 5 years only  7.90%  5.00% 
Families with female householder, 


no husband present  27.60%  22.50% 
With related children of the 
householder under 18 years  37.80%  29.80% 
With related children of the 


householder under 5 years only  35.60%  37.50% 


     
All people  15.20%  11.00% 


Under 18 years  25.50%  16.90% 
Related children of the householder 


under 18 years  25.10%  16.40% 
Related children of the householder 


under 5 years  30.90%  22.20% 
Related children of the householder 


5 to 17 years  23.00%  14.50% 
18 years and over  12.70%  9.90% 


18 to 64 years  15.00%  12.20% 
65 years and over  7.50%  6.30% 
People in families  12.80%  8.20% 


Unrelated individuals 15 years and 
over  24.70%  19.80% 


Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2011-2015 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 
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Table 3 – Social Characteristics 


Subject 
Manatee 
County 


Manatee 
County % 


Sarasota 
County 


Sarasota 
County % 


EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT 
Population 25 years and over 251,699  308,938  


Less than 9th grade 12,937 5.10% 7,238 2.30% 
9th to 12th grade, no diploma 17,574 7.00% 16,266 5.30% 


High school graduate (includes equivalency) 77,146 30.70% 93,381 30.20% 
Some college, no degree 52,222 20.70% 66,018 21.40% 


Associate's degree 22,128 8.80% 25,865 8.40% 
Bachelor's degree 42,302 16.80% 59,722 19.30% 


Graduate or professional degree 27,390 10.90% 40,448 13.10% 


     
Percent high school graduate or higher - 87.90% - 92.40% 


Percent bachelor's degree or higher - 27.70% - 32.40% 
VETERAN STATUS 


Civilian population 18 years and over 275,832  332,411  
Civilian veterans 33,162 12.00% 45,232 13.60% 


DISABILITY STATUS OF THE CIVILIAN NONINSTITUTIONALIZED POPULATION 
Total Civilian Noninstitutionalized Population 340,989  388,233  


With a disability 46,262 13.60% 59,904 15.40% 


     
Under 18 years 67,577 67,577 59,468 59,468 
With a disability 3,243 4.80% 2,215 3.70% 


     
18 to 64 years 188,714 188,714 200,981 200,981 
With a disability 18,385 9.70% 20,549 10.20% 


     
65 years and over 84,698 84,698 127,784 127,784 
With a disability 24,634 29.10% 37,140 29.10% 


U.S. CITIZENSHIP STATUS 
Foreign-born population 42,528  48,235  
Naturalized U.S. citizen 17,209 40.50% 26,887 55.70% 


Not a U.S. citizen 25,319 59.50% 21,348 44.30% 
LANGUAGE SPOKEN AT HOME 


Population 5 years and over 325,951  377,210  
English only 272,717 83.70% 327,641 86.90% 


Language other than English 53,234 16.30% 49,569 13.10% 
Speak English less than "very well" 22,418 6.90% 19,673 5.20% 


Spanish 38,237 11.70% 25,703 6.80% 
Speak English less than "very well" 17,522 5.40% 10,844 2.90% 


Other Indo-European languages 10,022 3.10% 18,650 4.90% 
Speak English less than "very well" 3,134 1.00% 6,378 1.70% 


Asian and Pacific Islander languages 3,813 1.20% 3,432 0.90% 
Speak English less than "very well" 1,468 0.50% 1,834 0.50% 


Other languages 1,162 0.40% 1,784 0.50% 
Speak English less than "very well" 294 0.10% 617 0.20% 


ANCESTRY 
Total population 343,729  392,038  


American 32,477 9.40% 46,212 11.80% 
Arab 1,136 0.30% 1,377 0.40% 
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Czech 1,331 0.40% 1,737 0.40% 
Danish 1,580 0.50% 1,300 0.30% 
Dutch 5,768 1.70% 6,626 1.70% 


English 36,348 10.60% 44,014 11.20% 
French (except Basque) 10,051 2.90% 14,576 3.70% 


French Canadian 2,814 0.80% 4,087 1.00% 
German 53,153 15.50% 69,064 17.60% 
Greek 1,560 0.50% 1,798 0.50% 


Hungarian 2,911 0.80% 4,425 1.10% 
Irish 39,306 11.40% 52,823 13.50% 


Italian 23,177 6.70% 31,026 7.90% 
Lithuanian 764 0.20% 1,619 0.40% 
Norwegian 2,448 0.70% 4,107 1.00% 


Polish 11,413 3.30% 17,050 4.30% 
Portuguese 1,024 0.30% 1,248 0.30% 


Russian 2,922 0.90% 6,274 1.60% 
Scotch-Irish 3,835 1.10% 4,287 1.10% 


Scottish 7,361 2.10% 10,261 2.60% 
Slovak 913 0.30% 1,103 0.30% 


Subsaharan African 1,125 0.30% 776 0.20% 
Swedish 3,764 1.10% 6,001 1.50% 


Swiss 1,320 0.40% 1,955 0.50% 
Ukrainian 1,452 0.40% 3,684 0.90% 


Welsh 2,146 0.60% 2,723 0.70% 
West Indian (excluding Hispanic origin groups) 3,961 1.20% 3,665 0.90% 


Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2011-2015 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 
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Table 4 – Housing Characteristics 


Subject 
Manatee 
County 


Manatee County 
% 


Sarasota 
County 


Sarasota County 
% 


HOUSING OCCUPANCY 
Total housing units 177,046 - 230,150  


Occupied housing units 134,725 76.10% 175,185 76.10% 
Vacant housing units 42,321 23.90% 54,965 23.90%      


Homeowner vacancy rate 3.2  2.2  
Rental vacancy rate 11.4  8.3  


UNITS IN STRUCTURE 
Total housing units 177,046  230,150  


1-unit, detached 90,371 51.00% 132,609 57.60% 
1-unit, attached 15,192 8.60% 19,156 8.30% 


2 units 3,688 2.10% 4,270 1.90% 
3 or 4 units 6,321 3.60% 5,798 2.50% 
5 to 9 units 8,986 5.10% 8,695 3.80% 


10 to 19 units 9,230 5.20% 11,157 4.80% 
20 or more units 14,247 8.00% 27,708 12.00% 


Mobile home 28,538 16.10% 20,529 8.90% 
Boat, RV, van, etc. 473 0.30% 228 0.10% 
Total housing units 177,046 - 230,150  
Built 2014 or later 495 0.30% 344 0.10% 
Built 2010 to 2013 3,453 2.00% 1,826 0.80% 
Built 2000 to 2009 39,287 22.20% 45,688 19.90% 
Built 1990 to 1999 26,765 15.10% 34,901 15.20% 
Built 1980 to 1989 33,537 18.90% 48,744 21.20% 
Built 1970 to 1979 37,051 20.90% 52,259 22.70% 
Built 1960 to 1969 17,252 9.70% 23,685 10.30% 
Built 1950 to 1959 12,400 7.00% 16,820 7.30% 
Built 1940 to 1949 3,226 1.80% 2,977 1.30% 
Built 1939 or earlier 3,580 2.00% 2,906 1.30% 


HOUSING TENURE 
Occupied housing units 134,725  175,185  


Owner-occupied 94,029 69.80% 127,964 73.00% 
Renter-occupied 40,696 30.20% 47,221 27.00% 


Average household size of 
owner-occupied unit 2.39  2.18  


Average household size of 
renter-occupied unit 2.82  2.27  


Occupied housing units 134,725  175,185  
Moved in 2015 or later 2,055 1.50% 2,895 1.70% 
Moved in 2010 to 2014 46,333 34.40% 54,676 31.20% 
Moved in 2000 to 2009 53,999 40.10% 69,937 39.90% 
Moved in 1990 to 1999 20,513 15.20% 28,962 16.50% 
Moved in 1980 to 1989 7,841 5.80% 12,280 7.00% 


Moved in 1979 and earlier 3,984 3.00% 6,435 3.70% 
VEHICLES AVAILABLE 


Occupied housing units 134,725  175,185  
No vehicles available 7,400 5.50% 9,754 5.60% 


1 vehicle available 59,410 44.10% 80,881 46.20% 
2 vehicles available 51,656 38.30% 65,612 37.50% 
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3 or more vehicles available 16,259 12.10% 18,938 10.80% 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2011-2015 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 
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Appendix I 
List of Coordinating Parties to Develop the MPO Public Participation Plan 


 


MPO Governing Board 
Member Jurisdiction 


Commissioner Willie Shaw, 2017 Chair City of Sarasota 
Commissioner Vanessa Baugh, 2017 Vice Chair Manatee County 


Commissioner Alan Maio Sarasota County 
Commissioner Paul Caragiulo Sarasota County 
Commissioner Nancy Detert Sarasota County 
Commissioner Betsy Benac Manatee County 


Commissioner Stephen Jonsson Manatee County 
Vice Mayor Liz Alpert City of Sarasota 


Vice Mayor Patrick Roff City of Bradenton 
Councilman Gene Brown City of Bradenton 
Councilman Bob Daniels City of Venice 


Mayor Shirley Groover Bryant City of Palmetto 
Mayor Linda Yates City of North Port 


Vice Mayor Vanessa Carusone City of North Port 


Mayor Dan Murphy 
Island Transportation Planning Organization (ITPO) 
(Anna Maria, Holmes Beach and Bradenton Beach) 


Commissioner Jack Daly Town of Longboat Key 


Secretary L.K. Nandam 
Florida Department of Transportation  


(Non-Voting/Advisory) 
 


MPO Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) 
Member Department Jurisdiction 


Kathleen Thompson Building and Development Services Manatee County 
Sage Kamiya, Chair Public Works - Traffic Department Manatee County 


Ryan Suarez Manatee County Area Transit Manatee County 
Amy Anderson Manatee County School Board Manatee County 


Brett Harrington Planning and Development Services Sarasota County 
Paula Wiggins Public Works Transportation Planning Sarasota County 


Sarah Blanchard Sarasota County Area Transit Sarasota County 


Micki Ryan 
Sarasota County School Board –  


Planning Department Sarasota County 
Catherine Hartley Planning and Community Development City of Bradenton 


Jim McLellan Public Works Department (Engineering) City of Bradenton 
Juan Florensa Director - Public Works Department Town of Longboat Key 
Maika Arnold Planning, Zoning and Building Town of Longboat Key 
Allen Tusing Director - Department Public Works City of Palmetto 
Karla Owens Dept. of Public Works, Planning/Zoning City of Palmetto 


Ryan Chapdelain Neighborhood Development Services City of Sarasota 
Alexandrea DavisShaw Planning Development and Zoning Division City of Sarasota 


Scott Pickett Planning and Zoning Division City of Venice 
Kathleen Weeden, Vice Chair Engineering Department City of Venice 


Michelle Norton 
Neighborhood Development Services –


Planning and Zoning Division City of North Port 
Ben Newman Public Works/Engineering Division City of North Port 
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Lynn Burnett City of Holmes Beach – Engineering 


Island Transportation 
Planning Organization 


(ITPO) 
George Isiminger Manatee County Port Authority Seaport 
Kent Bontrager Sarasota Bradenton Airport Authority Aviation 


Michael Storino Environmental Protection Division 
Sarasota County  


(Non-Voting/Advisory) 


Nichole Gwinnett Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council 
Regional  


(Non-Voting/Advisory) 


Avera Wynne Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council 
Regional  


(Non-Voting/Advisory) 


Jesten Abraham Florida Department of Transportation 
State  


(Non-Voting/Advisory) 
 


MPO Citizen Advisory Committee (CAC) 
Member Jurisdiction 


Christian Cotter Sarasota County 
Dorian Popescu Sarasota County 
James Schmidt Sarasota County 


Jay Goodwill Sarasota County 
Jeremy Whatmough Sarasota County 


John Hendricks Sarasota County 
Miya Burt-Stewart Sarasota County 
Kafi Benz, Chair Sarasota County 


Sara Calhoun, Vice Chair Manatee County 
Anne Ross Manatee County 


Brian Atkins Manatee County 
Gene Schiller Manatee County 


Gerald Noeske Manatee County 
Jordan Leep Manatee County 


Richard Degennaro Manatee County 
Shaun Ross Manatee County 


Don Bingham City of Bradenton 
Carol Sakowitz Ledonne City of North Port 


Tom Whitlow City of North Port 
Claudia Carlson Island Transportation Planning Organization (ITPO) 


Bob Gause City of Palmetto 
Jack Robson City of Venice 


Michael Sherrow Town of Longboat Key 
Eileen Normile City of Sarasota 


John Teran City of Sarasota 
 


Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
Carey Shepherd, FHWA Civil Rights Coordinator 
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Appendix J 
Public Comments on the DRAFT Updated Sarasota/Manatee MPO Public Participation Plan 


Public Comment Opportunities 
Timeline 
August 4, 2017 Previous plan and first draft distributed to all MPO committees, 


FHWA and FDOT contacts for initial review 
August 29, 2017 – October 15, 2017 Public comment period opened 


DRAFT posted on MPO website  
Printed copies of DRAFT available in the  
MPO office and public libraries 


August 30, 2017 Link to DRAFT PPP posted on MyMPO Blog 
Link to DRAFT PPP posted and pinned on social media website 
(Twitter) 
Additional Email blast to all MPO committees and Special Notice 
Distribution List 


September 25, 2017 PPP presentation to the MPO Board meeting 
October 9, 2017 PPP presentation and review of public comments received at 


BPTAC, TAC and CAC 
October 15, 2017 Public comment period closed 
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Federal Highway Administration Comments 
The preliminary DRAFT Sarasota/Manatee MPO Public Participation Plan 2017 was sent to Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA) representatives on July 12, 2017, before the official 45-day public 
comment period. Comments from FHWA were received on July 26, 2017 and incorporated into the DRAFT 
Sarasota/Manatee MPO PPP prior to distribution for the official 45-day public comment period. 
Page/Location Comment Suggestion 


General 
Great use of text boxes, charts, local 
pics . . . sparks interest and 
humanizes the document 


None 


General 


Love the use of web links for 
participants that want more 
information and for partner 
agencies.  This helps make the PPP 
a useful tool and not simply a 
guidance document.   


None 


General 
It’s probably in there, but I just don’t 
remember seeing anything on short 
notice or emergency meetings.   


Check to make sure you have a section on how 
short notice and/or emergency meetings are 
handled.   If you do, cool.  Just note the page for 
the certification review.   


General 
Same as above, didn’t see anything 
on Tribes.  Do you have tribes in the 
area 


None – just expect you may be asked about 
tribal outreach during the cert.  


General 
Same as above, but didn’t see 
demographics of planning area by 
race, ethnicity, income, etc.   


No worries – they don’t have to be in the PPP, 
but having community characteristics inventory 
is the foundation for analyzing distribution of 
benefits and burdens.  You’ll get asked this 
question during Cert. 


P1 
You’re just checking a box with this 
Title VI statement and not providing 
meaningful info to the public. 


Consider something like, “In accordance with 
Federal, State and other authorities, the MPO 
does not tolerate discrimination and encourages 
broad participation regardless of race, color, 
national origin, sex, age, disability, religion or 
family status.  For more information on our 
commitment to inclusion and nondiscrimination, 
click here or call . . .”   


P5 


I like the acknowledgement 
paragraph but can’t guarantee it will 
pass muster as ‘development in 
coordination with all parties’.  Page 
30 lists the coordinating partners, 
but does not say specifically that 
these partners assisted with 
development of the PPP.  


You might add a statement, “For a complete list 
of coordinating partners, see . . . “  Then you can 
provide a link or appendix without having to 
change the PPP. 


P5 LOVE boxes that say, ‘how to get 
involved or for more info’.    None 


P6, last 
sentence 


Totally true that FHWA/FTA reviews 
the PPP, but the MPO also reviews? 


In addition, the MPO regularly reviews and 
evaluates the performance of its PPP and 
provides updates, as necessary.  
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P8, last parag 


Sending folks to the regs for ‘more 
details’ is funny J.  Generally, the 
regs are specific without being 
prescriptive.  I would think y’all are 
more detailed.    


Maybe, “For more information on the 
requirements, consult the regulations directly . . 
. “ 


P8, header Says ‘Key Legislature’ Do you mean, ‘Key Legislation’? 


P14, #7 
not sure I understand 15-30 
days?  Which is it?  Or does it vary by 
plan? 


Possibly clarify? 


P14, #8 Good job with covering amendments 
and defining amendments 


So, is there such a thing as an informal 
amendment? 


P17, et al 


Some some of the listed techniques 
might require translation to your 
prevalent LEP languages – posters, 
flyers, project sheets, surveys, web 
info, etc.   


Consider a statement referring readers to the 
LEP plan for techniques that may be available in 
another language(s) 


P21 
Love the performance measurement 
icons but don’t really understand the 
color guide.   


 


P21 and 22 
surveys and comments may also ask 
for self-identifiers like race, ethnicity 
and income.   


From time to time the MPO may request the 
submission of identifying information such as 
race, ethnicity or income.   Submission of this 
information is always voluntary and anonymous.  


P36, 2nd chart Love the chart but think reasonable 
notice, trb and brtb are confusing Can you define these categories? 


P39 Love it None 


P46 Love the PP Evaluation Form  Especially like that you did not define the 
statistical analysis  . . . gives you flexibility  


P49 et al 


Not a bad plan.  But it is a 
comprehensive LEP plan that 
spends a lot of time describing the 
requirements, background and the 
SH defense (which the MPO doesn’t 
even use) 


After the data analysis, the salient portion of the 
plan is the activities to provide the LEP access in 
Spanish (P53).   I can’t see that the MPO is 
actually committed to anything on this page.  If 
you define the executive summaries as critical 
documents, then state the MPO provides them 
in Spanish.  Don’t say that you’ll ‘explore ways’ 
of meeting this requirement.    Rather, state 
what you will do clearly and unambiguously.    I 
like what you have on page 54 but can’t tell if 
you are committed to this or that they are just 
ideas or if you might do them as part of updates 
to the ACS?  Also, I’d lose the Safe Harbor 
stuff.   Why tell the public about an affirmative 
defense to which you are not entitled?   Just 
confuses folks.  


P56 Title VI has never been amended Remove ‘as amended’.  


P56 


Federal and Florida protected 
classes include race, color national 
origin, sex, age, disability, religion 
and family status.   


After the first sentence, add ‘Other Federal and 
State authorities cover protected classifications 
such as sex, age, disability, religion and family 
status.  We (FHWA and FDOT) recommend 
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calling your program Title VI/Nondiscrimination 
Program.   


P59 


23 CFR 200.9 requires 
nondiscrimination information to be 
posted in languages other than 
English. 


Make sure you post your nondiscrimination 
complaint form (and at least a nondiscrimination 
statement) in Spanish.   We can assist with 
translation of the nondiscrimination statement if 
you need help.   


 


Public Comments 
The official 45-day comment period began on August 29, 2017 and closed on October 15, 2017.  During 
the comment period, the MPO received a total of five comments. These comments were carefully 
considered and incorporated into the PPP document.   
Date Affiliation Comment Source Notes 
8/18/2017 Manatee 


County; TAC 
Chair 


‘Underserved’ is mentioned 
throughout but spelled differently 
in a few locations 


Email Searched entire document 
and corrected spelling 
where found 


8/18/2017 Manatee 
County; TAC 
Chair 


Pg 31 mentions TBARTA. Any 
changes necessary as the result 
of the latest legislative changes? 


Email Changed from 'Tampa Bay 
Regional Transportation 
Authority' to 'Tampa Bay 
Regional Transit Authority' 


8/30/2017 Sarasota 
County; 
committee 
member 


Thanks for sharing this.  Looks 
great!  Wanted to point out one 
of those funny, spell-check-won’t-
catch-it items. On pg. 8, last 
Involvement Objective: spelling of 
“public.”  You probably don’t 
want those other kinds of 
comments.  


Email Corrected spelling errors 
throughout document 


9/29/2017 Manatee 
County; 
Citizen 


I like it! Two suggestions for the 
federal document [PPP] that will 
be adopted by the MPO 
Governing Board on October 23: 
1. The goals need to align with 
the local policy; For example: 
goal 4 can attach/align with the 
Manatee/Sarasota policies 
already in place 2. When 
customizing the plan, you should 
include the local references; For 
example, Manatee County has 
the complete streets manual and 
that has useful information for 
the community; Showcase the 
policies that both counties have; 
customize [PPP] to local 
circumstances and regulations. 
Align with the respect to the 
counties [don’t see any 
alignment]. Make sure to 


phone Review and consider with 
MPO staff. These 
comments address projects 
and infrastructure and will 
be considered for the 
MPO's Active 
Transportation Plan. 
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integrate and align federal and 
LOCAL policies. 


10/2/2017 FDOT District 
1 Liaison 


Align TIP amendment process 
with state guidelines detailed in 
the MPO handbook.  


phone Replaced TIP amendments 
to reflect the MPO 
handbook.  See pg. 35 in 
PPP 


In accordance with Federal, State and other authorities, the MPO does not tolerate discrimination and 
encourages broad participation regardless of race, color, national origin, sex, age, disability, religion or 
family status. (Title VI of Civil Rights Act of 1964, 42 U.S.C. § 2000d, and the Civil Rights Restoration Act of 
1987, P.I. 100.259).  


For more information on our commitment to inclusion and nondiscrimination, 
click here or call 941 359 5772. 


Para más información sobre nuestro compromiso de inclusión y no discriminación, 
presione aquí o llama al 941 359 5772. 


 
 
 



https://www.mympo.org/nondiscrimination-policy

https://www.mympo.org/politica-de-no-discriminacion
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Executive Summary 
 


 
Federal Law requires the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the 
Federal Transit Administration (FTA) to jointly certify the transportation planning 
processes of Transportation Management Areas (TMAs) at least every four years 
(a TMA is an urbanized area, as defined by the US Census, with a population 
over 200,000). A certification review generally consists of four primary activities: 
a site visit; a review of planning documents (in advance of the site visit); a 
FHWA/FTA certification report; and a certification review closeout presentation.  
 
A joint FHWA/FTA Federal Review Team conducted a review of the Sarasota-
Bradenton Transportation Management Area (TMA) August 14–16, 2017. The 
Sarasota-Bradenton TMA consists of the Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan 
Planning Organization (MPO). Since the last certification review in 2013, this 
MPO has made several improvements to its transportation planning processes.  
 
This certification review was conducted to highlight best practices, identify 
opportunities for improvements, and ensure compliance with regulatory 
requirements.  The Federal Review Team identified eight (8) noteworthy 
practices, two (2) recommendations, and two (2) corrective actions during the 
review, which can be found in the Findings/Conclusions section of this report.   
 
Based on the overall results of the certification review, the FHWA and FTA jointly 
certify that the transportation planning process of the Sarasota-Bradenton TMA, 
which is comprised entirely by the Sarasota/Manatee MPO, substantially meets 
the federal planning requirements in 23 CFR 450 Subpart C subject to the MPO 
satisfactorily addressing the remaining corrective action stated in this report. The 
MPO is encouraged to provide the FHWA and FTA with evidence of satisfactory 
completion of the corrective action in accordance with the noted deadlines. The 
MPO’s progress in meeting the corrective action will be monitored and evaluated. 
This certification will remain in effect until December 2021.   
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Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization 
 
Section I. Overview of the Certification Process 


 
Under provisions of 23 CFR 450.334 (a) and 49 CFR 613.334 (a), the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) and the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) must jointly certify 
the planning process of Transportation Management Areas (TMAs) “not less often than 
once every four years” (a TMA is an urbanized area, as defined by the US Census, with 
a population over 200,000).  This four-year cycle runs from the date of the previous 
jointly issued Certification report. The primary purpose of a Certification Review is to 
formalize the continuing oversight and evaluation of the planning process.  
 
A certification review generally consists of four primary activities. These activities 
include:  a “desk audit”, which is a review of the TMA’s main planning process 
documents (e.g. Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP), Transportation Improvement 
Program (TIP), Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP); a “site visit”  with staffs from 
the TMA’s various transportation planning partners (e.g. the Metropolitan Planning 
Organization (MPO), Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT), local/regional transit 
service provider, and other participating State/local agencies), including opportunities for 
local elected officials and the general public  to provide comments on the TMA planning 
process; the preparation of a “FHWA/FTA TMA Certification Review Report” that 
documents the certification review’s findings; and a formal FHWA Florida Division 
presentation of the review’s findings at a future MPO Board Policy meeting.  
 
The Sarasota-Bradenton TMA consists of the Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning 
Organization (MPO). The review for the Sarasota/Manatee MPO was held August 14–
16, 2017, in Sarasota, Florida. During this site visit, the Federal Review Team met with 
the staff of the Sarasota Manatee MPO, FDOT, Sarasota County Area Transit (SCAT), 
Manatee County Area Transit (MCAT), committee representatives, other partnering 
agencies, and the public. See Appendix A for a list of review team members and site 
visit participants and Appendix B for the Site Visit Agenda.  
 
The public meeting for this certification review was held on Monday, August 14, 2017. 
The purpose of the public meeting is to inform the public about Federal transportation 
planning requirements and allow the public the opportunity to provide input about the 
transportation planning process, more specifically how the process is meeting the needs 
of the area.  For those that could not attend the public meeting or who did not want to 
speak at the public meeting, contact information for the Federal Review Team was 
provided. Members of the public are given at least 30 days from the date of the public 
meeting to mail, fax or email their comments; they may also request a copy of the 
certification review report via these methods. A copy of the public meeting 
announcement is provided in Appendix C, and a summary of comments received at the 
public meeting, including the meeting minutes and how all comments were considered, 
is provided in Appendix D. No additional comments were received via mail, fax, or 
email. 
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Section II. Sarasota/Manatee MPO Previous Certification Findings Status/Update 
 
The following is a summary of the previous corrective action and recommendations 
made by the Federal Review Team to the Sarasota/Manatee MPO.  The report for the 
MPO’s last certification review was published in December 2013.  
 
A. Corrective Action 
 


1. Public Participation Plan: During the certification review site visit, the MPO staff 
presented the Federal Review Team with an updated 2013 Public Participation 
Plan. When asked to see the Measures of Effectiveness used to update the plan, 
it appeared that the staff had not captured this information despite having 
Measures of Effectiveness listed in the 2009 Public Participation Plan. In 


accordance with 23 CFR Part 450.316(a)(1)(x), the Sarasota/Manatee MPO has 
not sufficiently documented its performance measure evaluation with regard to 
the PPP. Although the MPO’s 2009 PPP identifies public engagement evaluation 
measures, it appears that these measures have not been utilized to assess the 
MPO’s current public engagement activities, nor used to guide the development 
of the 2013 plan.  
 
The MPO needs to provide an evaluation summary report of the measures of 
effectiveness currently identified in the 2009 PPP and identify how these 
measures support the recently adopted 2013 PPP. The report should also 
summarize the effectiveness of current public engagement activities and 
describe how the evaluation of current public participation activities was used to 
determine future ones. The MPO needs to conduct a PPP evaluation and 
develop a summary report of the measures of effectiveness to present to the 
MPO Board for their consideration.  
 
After the onsite visit and issuance of the draft report, the MPO provided 
additional information to the Federal Review Team that addressed the 
requirements outlined in 23 CFR Part 450.316(a)(1)(x). The information 
submitted included a Public Participation Plan Update memo and an “Evaluation 
Table for Sarasota/Manatee MPO’s 2009 Public Participation Plan Tools”. The 
Federal Review Team reviewed this information and determined that it 
adequately satisfies the Corrective Action noted above.  
 
Update: This corrective action has been resolved.  


 
B. Recommendations  
 


1. MPO Agreements: The Federal Review Team recommends that the MPO re-
visit and revise, where necessary, the 2002 and 2006 agreements and at a 
minimum provide an updated date of the most recent review of the agreement.  
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Update: Based on the Federal Review Team’s recommendation, the 2002 
Interlocal Agreement for Administrative Services was reviewed by Manatee 
County and the MPO in 2014. At that time, it was mutually agreed that the terms 
were sufficient and that there was no need for any changes. The 2006 Interlocal 
Agreement with FDOT (ICAR) has been updated several times. The most recent 
revision was in June 2015. 


 
2. Intelligent Transportation Systems: The Federal Review team recommends 


that MPO staff and FDOT work collaboratively to ensure that the most recent 
Regional ITS architecture is being considered in the planning process. Florida 
Statewide and Regional ITS Architecture information can be found on FDOT’s 
website at the following address http://www.consystec.com/florida/default.htm.  


 
Update: The MPO is working closely with FDOT and local partners to complete 
an updated Concept of Operations using the template from Florida’s Statewide 
Systems Engineering Management Plan. It is expected that this document will be 
completed in fall, 2017. This effort will be followed by the completion of four 
subsystem plans for implementation. The MPO has committed to funding the 
expansion of the Advanced Traffic Management System (ATMS) in its LRTP. 
Future funding will be based on the priorities developed from these plans. 
 


3. Security: During the review of the MPO’s Continuity of Operations Plan (COOP), 
the Federal Review Team noticed that information such as staff changes and 
contact numbers needed to be updated. The Federal Review Team recommends 
that MPO staff review this plan and provide the necessary updates. 
 
Update: The COOP was recently updated to include the MPO’s newest staff 
members who started work in June, 2017. 
 


4. Public Participation: During the certification review site visit, the Federal 
Review Team was provided with an updated copy of the MPO’s Public 
Participation Plan. This copy of the update varied slightly from the draft sent 
during the desk audit. After further inquiry, it was determined that the copy 
presented to the public during the 45-day comment period was also slightly 
different from the copy that we were looking at onsite. Therefore, the Federal 
Review Team recommends that the MPO staff consider an additional review 
period to make sure the changes in the Public Participation Plan serve the needs 
of those in the MPO’s planning area, especially as it relates to the added 
visualization and enlarged font size included in the revised plan. 
 
Update: The MPO staff did consider an additional review period, and shared the 
Federal Review Team’s recommendation at the MPO’s Citizen Advisory 
Committee (CAC), Technical Advisory Committee (TAC), and MPO Board 
meetings, providing opportunities for additional comments from committee 
members, Board members, and the public.  No comments or requests to delay 
implementation of the PPP were received.  After this additional informal review 



http://www.consystec.com/florida/default.htm
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period, the Executive Director determined that the updated plan served the 
needs of the public in the MPO’s planning area. The added visualization and 
enlarged font size enhanced the readability of the document without changing the 
content of the plan. Therefore, an additional formal 45-day review and public 
comment period was not required. 
 


5. Public Participation: During the certification review desk audit, the Federal 
Review Team relies heavily on the MPO’s website to download and review 
documents. The purpose of this approach is to ensure that MPO planning 
documents are accessible and easy to find. However, during a large part of the 
desk audit period and during the writing of the report, members of the Federal 
Review Team were unable to access the MPO’s website without being directed 
to a pharmaceutical site. The Federal Review Team recommends that MPO staff 
take the necessary steps to ensure the public’s direct access to the website.  
 
Update: During the writing of the 2013 report, the Sarasota/Manatee MPO 
launched an update to their website. The website update eliminated the concerns 
identified in this recommendation and is to be commended. The MPO continues 
to enhance public access to MPO documents and activities by maintaining and 
improving its website, adding numerous links and making the website easier to 
navigate. The MPO’s website has recently been redesigned, and uses the latest 
security software to prevent similar issues from occurring. 
 


6. Title VI (Nondiscrimination): The MPO relies heavily on its committees for 
public involvement, making demographic representation critical to ensure equity. 
Currently, the MPO has at least two minority vacancies on its Citizens Advisory 
Committee (CAC). The Review Team recognizes that it is difficult to locate 
diverse and active members when the MPO staff is not able to directly appoint 
committee members. However, as an indication of the recommendation made in 
the 2009 certification report, the MPO should stress the importance of diversity 
in race, age, income and ethnic diversity in garnering complete and 
representative input. We recommend the MPO contact the following 
organizations for assistance in locating minority membership: Minority chambers 
of commerce; Catholic Charities; Boys and Girls Club; Center for Independent 
Living; Florida Association of Minority Business Enterprise Officials; graduate 
fraternities and sororities; school teachers associations, etc. 
 
Update: Through its outreach efforts, the MPO has been able to add two minority 
members to the Citizens Advisory Committee. 
 


7. Title VI (Nondiscrimination): Currently the MPO’s nondiscrimination 
information is under the documents link on the MPO website. This means it is 
not readily accessible to the public, especially those unfamiliar with the planning 
process. For optimum access, the Federal Review Team recommends MPO 
consider providing a link to the Title VI/Nondiscrimination information on its main 
page.  
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Update: There is a link to the MPO’s Nondiscrimination policies and procedures 
in English and Spanish, featured prominently at the top of MPO’s website Home 
Page (mympo.org). 
 


8. Title VI (Nondiscrimination): The Federal Review Team recommends that the 
MPO consider translating its Title VI complaint form and procedures document 
into Spanish and posting these documents in formats accessible to the public 
electronically and in person. FDOT has already translated the complaint 
document and may be of some assistance in further translation.  


 
Update: There is a link to the MPO’s Nondiscrimination policies and procedures 
in English and Spanish, featured prominently at the top of MPO’s website Home 
Page (mympo.org). 
 


9. Long Range Transportation Plan: The Federal Review Team recommends that 
the Sarasota/Manatee MPO review and consider current federal laws and 
regulations, as well as the 2012 “LRTP Expectations Letter” issued jointly by 
FHWA and FTA as staff develops the next update to their 2040 Long Range 
Transportation Plan. A copy of this letter can be found on FDOT’s website at the 
following address: http://www.dot.state.fl.us/planning/Policy/metrosupport/.  
 
Update: The MPO reviewed and considered current federal laws and 
regulations, as well as the 2012 “LRTP Expectations Letter” in the development 
of the 2040 Long Range Transportation Plan. The MPO also created a “Federal 
Planning Requirements Reference Guide” as a checklist tool in developing the 
2040 LRTP.  
 


10. Transportation Improvement Program – Transit Projects: The Federal 
Review Team recommends that the MPO staff coordinate with FDOT and public 
transportation operator(s) to ensure that transit projects are included in the 
Annual List of Obligated projects. 
 
Update:  The Federal Review Team assessed the information available during 
the desk audit and found that this recommendation was not adequately 
addressed. 
 
 


Section III. Boundaries and Organization (23CFR 450.310, 312, 314) 
 


A. Description of Planning Area  
 
Located on Florida’s southwest coast, the Sarasota/Manatee MPO was established in 
1978 and is the eighth largest MPO in Florida. The MPO area is 1,299 square miles 
(Sarasota County, 556 square miles and Manatee County, 743 square miles). The total 
population of the MPO area, as estimated by the U.S. Census Bureau effective June 
2016, is 788,457 (Sarasota County, 412,569 and Manatee County, 375,888). The 



http://www.dot.state.fl.us/planning/Policy/metrosupport/
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transportation planning area for the Sarasota/Manatee MPO covers all of Sarasota and 
Manatee Counties. 


 


Sarasota County is bordered on the north by 
Manatee County, on the east by DeSoto 
County, on the south border by Charlotte 
County and Charlotte Harbor, and on the west 
by the Gulf of Mexico. There are four 
incorporated areas in Sarasota County: North 
Port, Venice, Sarasota and Longboat Key. 
The Sarasota/Manatee MPO coordinates 
transportation planning for all of Sarasota 
County and its cities, even though the City of 
North Port is technically in the Charlotte 
County-Punta Gorda urbanized area.  


 


Manatee County is bordered on the north by Tampa Bay and Pinellas County, on the 
east by Hardee County, on the southeast by DeSoto County, on the south by Sarasota 
County, and on the west by the Gulf of Mexico. There are six incorporated areas in 
Manatee County: Longboat Key, Bradenton Beach, Holmes Beach, Anna Maria, 
Bradenton, and Palmetto. 
 
The MPO is served by two public transportation providers: Sarasota County Area 
Transit (SCAT) and Manatee County Area Transit (MCAT).  
 
B. Transportation Planning Agency Structure 
 
The Sarasota/Manatee MPO is organized and structured in accordance with federal and 
state statutes and regulations, based on a mutual agreement among member 
jurisdictions as outlined in the MPO Apportionment Plan and with the approval of the 
Governor of Florida. The members of the MPO Board represent both Sarasota and 
Manatee counties, municipal jurisdictions within counties, and the Sarasota Bradenton 
International Airport. Port Manatee and the two public transit agencies are represented 
by elected officials from the counties that operate them. The FDOT District One 
Secretary serves as a non-voting advisor to the MPO Board. 
 
The primary responsibility of the MPO is to develop plans, policies and priorities that 
guide local decision making on transportation issues. The Sarasota/Manatee MPO staff 
includes the following positions: Executive Director, Strategic Planning Manager/Title VI 
Coordinator, two Multi Modal Transportation Planners, Fiscal/Administrative Manager, 
Senior Transportation Planner/Title VI Coordinator (vacant), Principal Transportation 
Planner, Planning Assistant, and Clerk to the Board/Administrative Coordinator.  
 
The primary MPO Advisory committees associated with the transportation planning 
process in the Sarasota/Manatee MPO include the Technical Advisory Committee 
(TAC), the Citizen Advisory Committee (CAC), the Bicycle/Pedestrian Trails Advisory 
Committee (BPTAC), and the Public Transportation Task Force (PTTF).   
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C. Agreements  
 
The MPO’s active agreements include: 
 


 Interlocal Agreement for Administrative Services By and Between Manatee 
County Government and the Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning 
Organization (December, 2002; reviewed 2014) 


 Interlocal Agreement for Joint Regional Transportation Planning and 
Coordination between the Sarasota/Manatee and Charlotte County-Punta Gorda 
MPOs (reaffirmed 2012; update scheduled for Spring 2018) 


 Interlocal Agreement for Regional Transportation Planning and Coordination in 
West Central Florida (3rd Revision, December, 2014) 


 Intergovernmental Coordination and Review and Public Transportation 
Coordinating Joint Participation Agreement (June, 2015) 


 Interlocal Agreement for the Creation of the Sarasota/Manatee MPO, 
Transportation Planning Funds Joint Participation Agreement (June, 2016) 


 
Corrective Action: The Federal Review Team identified one corrective action related to 
agreements. For more details about this item, please see Section XII. 
 
 
Section IV.  Scope of the Planning Process (23 CFR 450.306) 
 
A. Transportation Planning Factors 
 
23 CFR 450.306 requires that the metropolitan transportation planning process explicitly 
consider and analyze a number of specific planning factors that reflect sound planning 
principles. The Sarasota/Manatee MPO addresses the required planning factors 
throughout the planning process and in the development of transportation planning 
products such as the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP), Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP) and United Planning Work Program (UPWP). The planning 
factors are incorporated into the Goals, Objectives and Policies of the LRTP and tasks 
in the UPWP. 
 
B. Air Quality  
 
The Sarasota/Manatee MPO is currently in an attainment area for all National Ambient 
Air Quality Standards (NAAQS).  However, the MPO maintains several air monitoring 
systems throughout the region. The MPO has also begun discussions considering 
energy efficiency as it relates to air quality, such as the impacts of electric vehicles.  
 
C. Bike and Pedestrian Planning Activities 
 
The Sarasota/Manatee MPO Bicycle, Pedestrian, and Trails Advisory Committee 
(BPTAC) is comprised of citizen volunteers and technical planning and engineering staff 
from member jurisdictions from the two-county area. The BPTAC participates in all the 
same planning activities as the TAC and CAC, including the review of the project 
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priorities and TIP, but is primarily responsible for supporting the MPO’s regional vision 
for the bicycle, pedestrian, and trail network. The BPTAC also assisted in the 
development of the MPO’s first standalone Bicycle, Pedestrian, and Trails Master Plan, 
adopted December 16, 2013.  
 
The selection and prioritization process for bicycle and pedestrian projects is interwoven 
through the TIP project prioritization process. The process begins with solicitation of 
new projects for the programs which the MPO established in the 2040 LRTP that relate 
to multi-modal improvements: US 41 Multi Modal Emphasis Corridor (MMEC) and 
Transportation Alternatives Program/Transportation Set-Aside (TAP). The TAC Project 
Prioritization/Selection Subcommittee evaluates and ranks each multi-modal project 
according to a detailed list of criteria that was developed specifically for the MMEC and 
TAP programs.  
 
The MPO also prioritizes Regional Trail projects for Regional Transportation Alternative 
Program (RTAP) and Shared-Use Non-motorized (SUN) Trail funding each year during 
the work program development cycle. The RTAP projects are jointly prioritized with the 
Polk TPO and with the Charlotte-Punta Gorda MPO. SUN Trail projects have been 
prioritized in 2017 according to the new performance-based planning criteria in the 
federal regulations, and have been submitted to FDOT for funding consideration. The 
MPO has also been coordinating closely with staff and citizen volunteers from member 
jurisdictions to update the Florida Department of Environmental Protection’s Office of 
Greenways and Trails (OGT) Statewide Trails Masterplan regarding Regional Priority 
Trails and Regional Opportunity Trails.  
 
The MPO is actively involved in encouraging and educating the public on the value of 
bicycle and pedestrian safety. In March 2017, the MPO participated in Cyclovia 
Bradenton, which was an outreach effort to the bicycle/pedestrian community to “take 
back the streets.” MPO staff distributed safety kit bags with bicycle lights, pedestrian 
lights, koozies, reflective wrist bands, and tire pressure gauges, and received safety 
pledges from more than 80 people. MPO staff noted that the event was well received 
and that several community members thanked them for their visibility and outreach 
efforts. That same month, the MPO distributed safety kit bags and received an 
additional 135 safety pledges at the 2nd Annual Millennial Conference (MCON), and 
likewise participated in Age-Friendly Sarasota Festival in October 2017.   
 
D. Transit 
 
The Sarasota-Bradenton Urbanized area is served by two transit providers: Sarasota 
County Area Transit (SCAT) is the primary fixed-route provider for Sarasota County, and 
Manatee County Area Transit (MCAT) provides fixed route service in Manatee County. 
 
SCAT is a department of Sarasota County. Per 2014 National Transit Database 
reporting, SCAT operates 48 buses and 23 demand response vehicles and handles 
approximately 3,505,309 trips annually in a service area with a population of 388,559.  
MCAT is a division within Manatee County’s Department of Public Works.  MCAT 
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operates 20 buses and 22 demand response vehicles.  MCAT provides approximately 
1,914,854 trips annually in a service area with a population of 322,833.  SCAT and 
MCAT are represented on the MPO Board by representatives of the respective county 
commission members.  
 
Representatives from the two transit operators are involved in the MPO planning 
process as members of the MPO Board, TAC and Public Transportation Task Force 
(PTTF).  The MPO states that SCAT and MCAT are at the table and participate in the 
MPO process throughout development of the LRTP, and are key partners in the MPO’s 
overall planning and project development process including the TIP and UPWP 
development. The MPO collaborates with both MCAT and SCAT in identifying and 
considering special studies (such as latent transit demand, park and ride 
implementation, and regional connections) for inclusion in the MPO’s UPWP. The above 
working relationships have established a high level of cooperation between the transit 
operators and the MPO in the transportation planning process for the metropolitan area. 
 
The Sarasota Manatee MPO is the sub-recipient of FTA Section 5305(d) Statewide and 
Metropolitan Planning program funding awarded and passed through from FDOT. The 
FTA Apportionment for Section 5307 Urbanized Area formula funds is to the Sarasota-
Bradenton Urbanized Area, which includes Sarasota and Manatee Counties.  There is a 
split agreement in place that is applied to the UZA FTA 5307 Apportionment to divide 
the funding between each transit agency. The split agreement is provided to FTA 
annually.  After the funds are divided, each transit agency applies to FTA for the Section 
5307 funding. Transit funding is also provided to SCAT and MCAT by FDOT.    
 
Corrective Action: The Federal Review Team identified one corrective action related to 
Transit. For more details about this item, please see Section XII. 
 
E. Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) 
 
The MPO, in coordination with the State and local jurisdictions, has established a two 
county Advanced Traffic Management System (ATMS) and constructed a Regional 
Traffic Management Center (RTMC) in Manatee County.  The RTMC houses the Florida 
Highway Patrol and doubles as an emergency operations center.  The MPO also has an 
Intelligent Transportation Systems Management Team (ITSMT) that is comprised of 
staff representatives from planning and engineering from Sarasota and Manatee 
counties.  The ITSMT meets monthly at the RTMC.  The MPO participates in the ITS 
activities that are coordinated through the ITSMT.  
 
The MPO works closely with the State to update both the ATMS Masterplan and 
Concept of Operations.  The Concepts of Operation Plan is a conceptual plan for how 
components of ITS work together, identifies needs, and guarantees interoperability 
across system and boundary lines.  The ATMS Masterplan and Concept of Operations 
Plan is consistent with the 2040 LRTP Financial Feasible Plan (FFP), which provides 
funding yearly for ATMS projects.  The Sarasota/Manatee MPO is using the FDOT 
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architecture in the development of their ITS. The FDOT Regional ITS architecture was 
adopted in 2004 and has been used for project development and implementation.   
 
Any change to the Regional ITS architecture is coordinated and documented through 
FDOT District ITS staff, technical representatives, and the ITSMT.  The MPO relies on 
FDOT for consistency with the Regional ATMS Masterplan and Concept of Operations.  
In addition, the MPO shares best practices/planning and project development of ITS 
projects with regional partners in the Chairs Coordinating Committee (CCC), the 
Charlotte County-Punta Gorda MPO, and the Coordinated Urban Transportation Studies 
(CUTS) organization.      
 
F.  Freight Planning  
 
The 2040 LRTP contains a specific goal to promote freight movement, and multimodal 
freight needs and considerations are interwoven throughout the goals for improving 
system continuity and connectivity, increasing safety for the system users, and 
promoting multi-modal solutions.  During the development of the 2040 LRTP, regional 
and local freight interests in the community were invited to participate in a focus group 
to help analyze current conditions and to guide the development of freight goals and 
objectives.  
 
The LRTP identified the Freight Activity Centers’ (FAC) corridors and distribution routes 
within the MPO area.  The LRTP also used the results of an analysis – which identified 
freight flows, the routes various freight providers used, freight concerns, and potential 
improvements – to develop the Cost Feasible Plan.  There are eight areas in Sarasota 
and Manatee counties identified as freight activity centers.  Also, the Barrier Islands are 
the region’s number one tourist destination and an important freight generator.  The 
bridges are the only link for workers, tourists, and freight to reach the Barrier Islands 
from the mainland.  
  
The Sarasota/Manatee MPO organized, in collaboration with FDOT, the Freight and 
Economic Development Summit on October 24, 2016 at the Port Manatee Intermodal 
Center in Palmetto, Florida.  This was the first time the MPO hosted a Freight Summit, 
which gathered participants of freight tourism, chambers and economic development 
groups, modal agencies and industry representatives.  The Freight Summit was a well-
planned event and educational for all attendees.   Also, following the summit, the MPO 
produced its first Freight report, which includes baseline data for MPO developed 
performance measures.  The 2016 Freight Summit resulted in a core constituency for 
freight, tourism, and economic development interests that can be reconvened in the 
future.  
 
Noteworthy Practice: The Federal Review Team recognizes one noteworthy practice 
related to freight planning. For more details about this item, please see Section XII. 
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G. Security Considerations in the Planning Process 
 
The MPO’s 2040 LRTP contains a safety that includes improving the security of the 
transportation system for all users.  This security element also incorporates the goals 
from the local transit providers’ safety and security planning review processes, plans, 
and programs. Security considerations were used in the development of the MPO’s 
2040 LRTP.  Throughout the planning process and in developing the priorities for the 
LRTP, the MPO considers all critical facilities to the local, regional, and state 
transportation system.  In addition to the Interstate and the Strategic Highway Network 
(STRAHNET) system, the MPO’s primary security focus is on evacuation routes and 
critical infrastructure needs. The MPO’s 2040 LRTP also includes new performance 
measures criteria for project prioritizing that give a higher score to proposals that include 
improvements to evacuation routes. The MPO also evaluated security through project 
prioritization by assessing the conditions for bridge, pavement, and evacuation routes 
and identifying areas that are prone to storm surge and flooding. 
 
The MPO was one of six communities nationwide that was selected to participate in the 
“Smart, Shared and Social: Enhancing All-Hazards Recovery Plans with Demand 
Management Technologies” pilot.  The research pilot project is funded by U.S. DOT and 
FTA, in partnership with the national Association of Metropolitan Planning Organizations 
(AMPO), and led by the Portland State University (PSU) Transportation Research and 
Education Center (TREC). PSU is developing a recovery plan for Portland and then will 
replicate their planning process during a two-day training session for Sarasota, 
Manatee, and Hillsborough Counties (February - March 2018).  
  
The MPO’s Continuity of Operations Plan (COOP) is in place for Sarasota/Manatee and 
was activated in 2016, due to Tropical Storm Hermine. The only changes needed as a 
result of the activation were updates to staff information. The MPO’s COOP is consistent 
with the Sarasota/Manatee County’s Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan.  
 
H. Safety Considerations in the Planning Process 
 
The Sarasota/Manatee MPO has an extensive safety element in their 2040 LRTP, 
which is consistent with Strategic Highway Safety Plan (SHSP).  The LRTP begins with 
a discussion of the policy framework provided by the State of Florida SHSP.  The LRTP 
also considers increasing safety of the transportation system for motorized and non-
motorized users a major goal.    
 
The MPO worked closely with a consultant team and the TAC Project 
Prioritization/Selection Subcommittee to update the project prioritization criteria for 
improved compliance with future performance-based planning requirements.  The 
Sarasota/Manatee MPO ranked safety and security as their number one priority 
performance measures/implementation and goal.  The MPO’s LRTP integrated safety 
throughout the MPO’s continuous, cooperative, and comprehensive (3-C) planning 
process. MPO staff also pointed out that safety is a regular topic of discussion at CAC 
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meetings, and an MPO staff member attends the Community Traffic Safety Team 
(CTST) monthly meeting to represent the MPO. 
 
The MPO created two types of interactive maps for safety data.  The first map is the 
Crash Data Interactive Map, which shows statistical data. It is designed for those users 
who are more technically savvy, and includes searchable characteristics for: type of 
information, map feature, location of fatalities, street name, time of day, type of vehicle, 
safety fact sheets, behavior types, aging community, and performance measures. The 
second map is the Understanding the Data Map, which uses a story map format to 
detail crash locations, various modes of transportation, demographic factors, and how to 
get involved. This interactive map is color-coded and has the same types of features as 
the Crash Data map, but is designed to be more user friendly.  
 
In addition, the MPO developed a safety fact sheet that highlights the characteristics of 
motorized and non-motorized annual average crashes in Sarasota/Manatee for (2010-
2015). Both Sarasota and Manatee counties were included in FDOT’s 2016 Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Focused Initiative for the Top 20 High Priority Counties due to high injuries 
and fatalities.  At the request of the MPO, FDOT has provided additional funding of 
$117,600 to the MPO to conduct a more in-depth analysis for safety improvements.  
Four locations (one for automobiles and one for bicycle/pedestrian in each county) will 
be selected for on-site safety audits with local jurisdictions in 2018.  
 
 


Section V. Unified Planning Work Program (23 CFR 450.308) 
 
The Sarasota/Manatee MPO adopted their most recent Unified Planning Work Program 
(UPWP) on April 25, 2016 and amended it on June 19, 2017. The Sarasota/Manatee 
MPO FY 2016/17–2017/18 UPWP covers transportation planning activities/products for 
two fiscal years and contains sufficient description of the costs and activities the MPO 
plans to complete during this timeframe. For this UPWP update, the MPO streamlined 
the document by consolidating tasks and expanding task descriptions.  
 
The development of a new UPWP starts with the solicitation of new tasks from all 
member jurisdictions and the public, which includes FDOT, the MPO Board and 
committees, transit agencies, freight, bicycle, pedestrian, and other modal interests.  A 
draft UPWP is developed and made available for a 30-day public review and comment 
period.  At the end of the public comment period, and after considering any public 
comments, the document is presented to the MPO Board for approval. 
 
The expenditure of all funds, including federal funds, is monitored monthly. The MPO 
staff developed a comprehensive spreadsheet to track hours spent on each task in the 
UPWP. The spreadsheet is not only used for billing, but also for evaluating expenditures 
in comparison to the programming in the UPWP, and assessing how time and 
resources spent align with the MPO’s goals and objectives. The MPO also has an 
administrative agreement with Manatee County that provides for accounting services. 
The MPO is included in the annual audit conducted by the Manatee County Finance 
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Department (Clerk of Court Grants Auditor) in October of each year. Completion of 
tasks and invoices for expenditures are compiled into quarterly progress reports, which 
are submitted to FDOT. FDOT is currently considering developing an external 
SharePoint site that allows the MPO to upload progress reports and other planning 
documents for FHWA and FTA review. In the meantime, the Federal Review Team 
encouraged the MPO to include the FHWA transportation planner on email submittals to 
FDOT.  
 
As part of this certification, the Federal Review Team conducted a financial review of 
the Sarasota/Manatee MPO. The primary objective of this financial review was to 
establish the level of reliability, effectiveness, and compliance with Federal 
requirements that can be placed on the Sarasota/Manatee MPO’s internal controls in 
order to review, analyze, and submit reimbursement for federal funds. Primary 
emphasis was placed on determining the adequacy and completeness of management 
internal controls, documentation, and standard operating procedures.  


 
As a result of the review and discussions with MPO staff during the site visit, it appears 
that guidelines and procedures are in place to ensure general financial integrity. The 
MPO’s Personnel Policy, Rules and Procedures Manual details and ensures that payroll 
and labor hours are effectively managed. While work time records are maintained, and 
there are mechanisms that ensure review and approval of regular labor hours, the 
manual was last amended in 2005. The Purchase Card Standard Operating Procedures 
detail assignment and control of purchasing cards and provide sufficient guidelines for 
issuance, approval, review and standard purchasing limits. The Accounts Payable 
Procedures outline the process for setting up Purchase Orders (PO) and define 
separation of duties and levels of approval. This process provides for checks and 
balances with regard to billing amount, PO amount, and describes a pre-audit practice.  
The MPO also has dedicated financial personnel on their staff responsible for 
monitoring, administering and overseeing award agreements once received from 
FHWA.  
 
The results of the financial review disclosed no instances of noncompliance or other 
findings that are required to be reported under FHWA standards or policies.  
Furthermore, the Federal Review Team has reasonable assurance that the 
Sarasota/Manatee MPO’s financial processes and internal controls are compliant with 
applicable laws, regulations, policies and agreements to ensure general financial 
integrity. 
 
Recommendation: The Federal Review Team offers one recommendation related to 
the Unified Planning Work Program. For more details about this item, please see 
Section XII.  
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Section VI.  Interested Parties (23 CFR 450.316) 


 
A. Outreach and Public Participation  
 
During this certification review, the Sarasota/Manatee MPO was in the process of 
updating the Public Participation Plan (PPP) that was adopted on July 22, 2013. The 
Federal Review Team reviewed both the 2013 PPP and the draft version of the 2017 
PPP Update, which was made available for a 45-day public comment period following a 
preliminary review by the MPO Board, advisory committees, and FHWA/FTA. The 
Federal Review Team provided comments on the draft document and confirmed that 
they were incorporated into the final document. The updated PPP was adopted October 
23, 2017. The PPP is technically sufficient and visually appealing, appearing to meet 
each of the requirements of 23 CFR 450.316(a). New activities in the 2017 PPP Update 
include: the addition of an MPO Public Involvement Coordinator; new MPO logo and 
standardized fonts on all planning documents to create uniformity and an easily 
recognizable presence in the community; and updated sections and visualization 
graphics.  
 
The Sarasota/Manatee MPO strives to actively improve the PPP as part of their effort to 
better engage and connect with all members of the community, especially underserved 
populations. The MPO routinely evaluates the PPP and formally reviews the document 
for effectiveness based on evaluation data. The results of the most recent evaluation 
were published in the MPO’s FY 2013/14–2016/17 Public Participation Evaluation. The 
MPO also participates in annual regional coordination calls with the FDOT Public 
Involvement Coordinator to discuss public involvement best practices, including how to 
use performance measures to improve participation. 
 
MPO policy encourages early and ongoing public participation during each stage of the 
decision-making process. As part of the 2017 PPP Update, the MPO developed a “How 
to Get Involved in Sarasota/Manatee MPO Transportation Planning” infographic. The 
MPO also developed a new PowerPoint presentation as an MPO orientation for the 
CAC.  According to MPO staff, members of the CAC remarked that it was extremely 
helpful and requested that the presentation be given annually. In addition to 
encouraging the public to get involved, the MPO also conducts extensive outreach 
throughout the region, such as partnering with and attending local events to promote 
safety education and raising transportation awareness with local colleges and their 
students. Due to the high level of aging citizens in the Sarasota/Manatee region, the 
MPO’s website also features a “Just for Seniors” tab that includes videos, links, and 
reports specific to educating aging users of the transportation system.  
 
While information about MPO meetings is provided in print in local newspapers, 
community newspapers, press releases, and libraries, the MPO also uses technology 
and visualization to aid in public engagement. All Board meetings are recorded and 
televised and are available on YouTube. The MPO’s website is easy to navigate and 
features all MPO products, documents, plans, programs, maps, schedules, meeting 
agendas and materials, and contact information. The MPO also maintains several social 
media sites, such as Twitter, YouTube and a Blog, and is currently working to create a 
Facebook page. Other forms of visualization utilized by the MPO include maps, graphs, 
charts, PowerPoint, renderings, photographs, and videos. During the development of 
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the 2040 LRTP, the MPO employed the online MindMixer survey tool as a method to 
increase public involvement. With 4,349 unique visitors and 98 active participants 
generating a total of 106 ideas through the tool, the MPO indicated that this was the 
highest level of public involvement they had ever received. During the site visit, it was 
evident that providing meaningful opportunities for public engagement and increasing 
awareness within the community is a top priority for the Sarasota/Manatee MPO.  
 
Noteworthy Practices: The Federal Review Team recognizes two noteworthy 
practices related to Outreach and Public Participation. For more details about these 
items, please see Section XII. 
 
B. Tribal Coordination 
 
There are no federally recognized tribes located in this area that require formal 
coordination with the Sarasota/Manatee MPO. 
 
C. Title VI and Related Requirements   
 
The Sarasota/Manatee MPO advances nondiscrimination efforts in its planning products 
and other services. The MPO will have a new Title VI/Nondiscrimination Coordinator as 
of November 1, 2017. In the meantime, the MPO is working with several local 
organizations to assist in reaching out to the underserved populations and the local 
Citizens Advisory Network (CAN), that specifically identify with the low income and 
minority populations, and are very engaged in the transportation planning process. The 
MPO appears to be highly visible in adhering to the principles of Title VI and 
environmental justice in the planning process relating to transportation systems and 
facilities. 
 
The MPO is required to conduct a self-evaluation of programs and services for 
accessibility, and where deficiencies are discovered, make necessary modifications for 
compliance. Though transition planning requirements under 28 CFR 35.150(d)(3) apply 
to those entities with control over pedestrian rights of way, this MPO ensures that all 
planning products include accessibility considerations and to involve the community with 
disabilities and their service representatives in the planning process. The MPO staff 
completed Title VI Training and the ADA Training in 2017. In December 2016, the MPO 
participated in a pre-certification review of the MPO’s nondiscrimination program and 
policies conducted by the FHWA Florida Division. The MPO does have a 
nondiscrimination policy and complaint filing procedure in the office and on their 
website, as well as a Limited English Proficiency (LEP) plan that is compliant with 23 
CFR 200.9 and related authorities. 
 
On the website homepage, the MPO includes a Title VI/Nondiscrimination tab. The 
MPO also enhances its LEP plan by having a “Translate” section at the bottom of the 
homepage that displays various flags from several countries representing the various 
populations in the Sarasota/Manatee region, and a drop-down filter for a desired 
language. By clicking on a flag, the entire website’s language changes to the selected 
language. Information is also posted on the website for hearing-impaired populations to 
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contact the MPO for further assistance. In addition to staff members who can translate 
in Spanish and Portuguese, the MPO developed Procedures to Assist Non-English 
Speakers Visiting the MPO and Meeting. This includes “I Speak” cards to help LEP 
populations identify their preferred language and request translation services.  
 
Noteworthy Practice: The Federal Review Team recognizes one noteworthy practice 
related to Title VI. For more details about this item, please see Section XII. 
 
 
Section VII.  Linking Planning and Environment (23CFR 450.318) 


 
The Sarasota/Manatee MPO’s consultation process addresses environmental mitigation 
through the review and integration of various plans from state and local agencies 
responsible for land use management, economic development, natural resources, 
environmental protection, and historic preservation. The MPO also consults with state 
and local agencies through the TAC and participation in regional and statewide planning 
efforts. Agencies, stakeholders, and the public are invited to participate in the 
development of the MPO plans, including the LRTP, TIP, Bicycle/Pedestrian/Trails 
Master Plan, corridor studies, and other transportation planning studies and activities. In 
addition, the MPO submits qualifying transportation projects through the Efficient 
Transportation Decision Making (ETDM) system for review of potential environmental 
and land use issues by its transportation partners, the State, and local resource and 
permitting agencies. The MPO also participates in defining a project’s Purpose and 
Need by coordinating with FDOT to the extent practicable and to the extent needed for 
regional long range planning purposes. 


 
The 2040 LRTP contains detailed maps of the numerous environmental resources in 
the Sarasota/Manatee region. These maps include wetlands, conservation areas, 
manatee protection areas, eagle nests, rare and imported fish collections, and plant and 
animal species locations. Potential mitigation strategies identified in the LRTP include 
mitigation banking or on-site mitigation activities to restore, create, enhance and/or 
preserve the natural environment. 
 
In addition to promoting environmental sustainability, the MPO has broadened 
environmental considerations in the transportation planning process to include 
community livability, multimodal accessibility, and health/wellness. As part of the MPO’s 
project prioritization process, the MPO includes specific environment/livability categories 
and criteria, such as environmental mitigation, transit service, multimodal livability, 
social justice, environmental streamlining, and transportation affordability. In April 2017, 
the MPO was one of six metro areas selected to receive in-depth, hands-on technical 
assistance from Transportation for America (T4America) to develop performance 
measures that address the environmental, livability, and social justice impacts of 
transportation projects. The MPO was also invited to attend T4America and The 
American Public Health Association (APHA)’s “Measuring What We Value: How MPOs 
are Prioritizing Public Health to Build More Prosperous, Equitable Regions” symposium 
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in November 2017 as a result of the MPO’s best practices related to integrating public 
health into the transportation planning process.  
 
Noteworthy Practice: The Federal Review Team recognizes one noteworthy practice 
related to Linking Planning and Environment. For more details about this item, please 
see Section XII.  
 
 
Section VIII. Long Range Transportation Plan (23 CFR 450.322) 
 
The Sarasota/Manatee MPO adopted the 2040 Long Range Transportation Plan 
(LRTP), called the Strategic Mobility Plan, in December 2015. The LRTP was 
administratively modified in April 2016 and again in November 2016. The LRTP was 
developed by the MPO in collaboration with the Strategic Mobility Plan Steering 
Committee, the MPO’s multiple municipalities and counties, the TAC and CAC, FDOT, 
FHWA, and FTA.  
 
Building on the multimodal foundation of previous plans, the 2040 LRTP focuses on 
emphasizing an outcome-based, performance-driven planning process and utilizing a 
prioritization process that more fully links the region’s goals and objectives to project 
funding. Projects include roadway, freight, bicycle, pedestrian, and transit facilities and 
services throughout the 25-year horizon of the plan. 
 
During development of the plan, the MPO conducted extensive outreach through 
several forums including: monthly Strategic Mobility Plan Steering Committee meetings, 
21 focus group meetings throughout the region, and a public workshop. The MPO also 
used an online public engagement website called MindMixer to supplement in-person 
engagement for those unable to attend the workshops or meetings. The MindMixer 
website posed a series of questions related to transportation preferences, major issues, 
ways to improve transportation, and project prioritization. The questions were updated 
every month over the course of eight months and were presented in various formats, 
such as surveys, polls, and open-ended and map-related questions. The results of the 
public engagement process are included in the LRTP Appendix. The 2040 LRTP is 
available on the MPO website, and hard copies are available to the public upon request. 
 
The 2040 LRTP is both comprehensive and visually appealing. The LRTP is presented 
in a high-level, easy to read format with technical information included in the 
Appendices. Each section also includes “Key Takeaways for 2040” to summarize 
important information and trends. In addition, the MPO developed a 2040 LRTP 
Brochure to distribute to the public as a quick reference supplement to the full plan. The 
MPO provided sufficient documentation to demonstrate how each planning factor is 
being considered in the LRTP, and the goals and objectives of the LRTP are consistent 
with local government comprehensive plans and the Federal planning requirements.  
 
Noteworthy Practices: The Federal Review Team recognizes two noteworthy practices 
related to the Long Range Transportation Plan. For more details about these items, 
please see Section XII.  
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A. Travel Demand Modeling/Data 
 
The Sarasota/Manatee MPO travel demand forecasting model used procedures 
consistent with the current four-step modeling process of the Florida Standard Urban 
Transportation Model Structure (FSUTMS). The four-step modeling process includes trip 
generation, trip distribution, mode choice, and trip assignment. The model was validated 
for the 2040 LRTP using the 2010 base year. The base year model has 5,612 Traffic 
Analysis Zones (TAZs) and the network has 64,789 links.  
 
Through a memorandum of understanding (MOU), the FDOT District 1 consultant is 
responsible for operating the model. The MPO’s Senior Transportation Planner is 
responsible for coordinating modeling activities with the consultant and discussing the 
results. The MPO is working to further develop in-house capacity related to travel 
demand forecasting to maintain the current level of expertise and also enhance modeling 
capabilities in conjunction with performance measure development and implementation.  
 
B. Financial Plan/Fiscal Constraint 
 
The Financial Resources Technical Appendix in the 2040 LRTP summarizes the 
revenue and cost analysis that contributed to the development of the fiscally-
constrained Financially Feasible Plan (FFP). The FFP used federal and state revenues 
provided by: the 2040 FDOT Revenue Forecast Handbook; revenues from the local 
governments for locally funded initiatives; and revenues for transit operations and 
maintenance from SCAT and MCAT. Cost estimates were developed by the FDOT 
Project Costing Tool. However, the MPO staff and elected officials also contribute to 
discussions on improving revenue projections and project cost estimating tools, through 
the Florida MPO Advisory Committee (MPOAC) and participation in various statewide 
organizations and FDOT planning activities. The revenue estimates and costs for the 
FFP were stratified into five-year cost bands and identified in Year-of-Expenditure 
(YOE) dollars. The inflation factors for each of these cost bands were provided by 
FDOT. 
 
The LRTP is generally amended because a new funding stream (above original funding 
forecast levels) has been identified, or a change in local priorities requires shifting a 
project from the needs assessment into the FFP. If a new funding stream has not been 
identified, then all projects are evaluated and a determination is made to remove 
another project from the FFP to fund a different project. This approach ensures that 
fiscal constraint of the LRTP is maintained. 
 
 


Section IX. Congestion Management Process (CMP) (23 CFR 450.320) 
 
The Sarasota/Manatee MPO currently uses the Congestion Management Process 
(CMP) Report that was adopted in May 2009. The CMP addresses congestion and 
mobility, and covers the entire transportation network, including roadways, transit, 
bicycle/pedestrian and other alternative modes in Sarasota and Manatee counties. The 
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CMP was integrated into the 2040 LRTP goals and objectives, in addition to being 
included as part of the project prioritization criteria. The MPO also developed State of 
the System Reports in 2011 and 2014 to document the current evaluation of the 
effectiveness of the implemented strategies, and trends and conditions for the 
multimodal transportation system.  
 
The MPO continues to use its program for setting aside “boxed” funds in both counties 
for lower cost, quick-start congestion management projects that have a big impact in 
comparison to the dollar amount expended. Such projects include intersection 
modifications and related operational and access improvements. The current program 
allocates up to $1 million annually to projects in each county that meet certain eligibility 
requirements, such as having right-of-way issues resolved at the time of funding, and 
design completed. Cities and counties may submit applications to the MPO each year 
for funding through a competitive selection process. 
 
With the transition to performance-based planning, the MPO delayed updating the CMP 
until the performance measure rules were officially published by FHWA. The CMP 
update is expected to begin in Fall 2017 and be completed by March 2018. The MPO 
plans to transition the CMP to a mobility report, but still include the traditional elements 
of a CMP.   
 
Recommendation: The Federal Review Team offers one recommendation related to 
the Congestion Management Process. For more details about this item, please see 
Section XII.  
 
 


Section X. Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) (23 CFR 450.324, 326, 328, 


330, 332) 


 


The Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) is a financially constrained program for 
each fiscal year (FY). The Sarasota/Manatee MPO 2017/18-2021/22 TIP, adopted June 
19, 2017, serves as a five-year (5th year illustrative) financially feasible program of 
improvements for all modes of travel within the metropolitan area that are anticipated to 
be funded by Title 23 USC and the Federal Transit Act. It includes transportation 
projects considered regionally significant and is consistent with the 2040 LRTP, local 
government comprehensive plans, port and aviation master plans, and transit 
development plans (TDP). In addition, the TIP includes the Annual List of Federally 
Obligated Projects. 
 
The TIP is developed in coordination with FDOT, the MPO Board, SCAT, MCAT, 
paratransit operators, Manatee County Port Authority, Sarasota Manatee Airport 
Authority, and the region’s local governments. The MPO works closely with all 
transportation improvement implementers and providers, and monitors all public and 
private transportation improvement activities within the area. The MPO also works with 
FDOT to incorporate all projects included in the FDOT District One Five Year Work 
Program into the TIP.  
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Development of the TIP is deliberate, comprehensive, and inclusive. The process 
begins with updates to the existing TIP and project priority lists, and solicitation of new 
projects for the programs established in the 2040 LRTP. The TAC Project 
Prioritization/Selection Subcommittee confers, evaluates, and ranks each project per a 
detailed list of criteria. The draft project priority list is reviewed by the TAC, CAC, 
BPTAC, and the MPO Board, and voted on during a public hearing. The public is invited 
and encouraged to participate throughout the TIP development process. Drafts of the 
TIP are brought to the advisory committees and Board for review and are made 
available to FDOT, the public, and other interested agencies. The final TIP is submitted 
to the Board for approval and adoption in June of each year.  
 
FDOT and the transit operators provide the MPO with anticipated revenues from federal 
and state funding programs for use in the development of the financial plan. The costs 
and revenue estimates in the TIP reflect reasonable assumptions for the area. Cost 
estimates for projects included in the TIP are provided by FDOT, and local project costs 
are developed independently by the MPO’s member governments.  
 
 
Section XI.  Regional Coordination  
 
The Sarasota/Manatee MPO is an active member of numerous regional planning 
entities that coordinate transportation planning and projects with adjacent MPOs in 
West Central Florida. The MPO is required by Florida Statute to participate in the Chairs 
Coordinating Committee (CCC) of the Tampa Bay Area Regional Transportation 
Authority (TBARTA), which was established to coordinate projects deemed regionally 
significant. Membership of the CCC Board includes elected MPO officials and the MPO 
Directors of Sarasota/Manatee, Hillsborough, Pinellas (Forward Pinellas), Pasco, 
Hernando/Citrus, and Polk MPOs. The MPO also participates in the FDOT District One 
Coordinated Urban Transportation Studies (CUTS) group, which includes the MPO 
Directors from the five District One MPOs: Polk, Charlotte County-Punta Gorda, Lee, 
Collier, and Sarasota/Manatee. The CUTS group meets every quarter with District One 
staff to collaborate and coordinate on regional planning, projects, and issues.  
 
The Sarasota/Manatee MPO has also entered into a formal Interlocal Agreement for 
Joint Regional Transportation Planning and Coordination with the Charlotte County-
Punta Gorda MPO to ensure that regional transportation planning is occurring between 
Sarasota, Manatee, and Charlotte counties. Activities include development of: a tri-
county regional transportation model validation; joint regional LRTP component; Public 
Involvement Process component; project priorities; and a conflict resolution process to 
address any conflicts that may arise during the coordination of regionally significant 
projects.  
 
Noteworthy Practice: The Federal Review Team recognizes one noteworthy practice 
related to Regional Coordination. For more details about this item, please see Section 
XII.  
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Section XII.  Findings/Conclusions  
 
The following items represent a compilation of the findings that are included in this 2017 
certification review report.  These findings, which are identified as noteworthy practices, 
corrective actions and recommendations, are intended to not only ensure continuing 
regulatory compliance of the Sarasota/Manatee MPO’s transportation planning process 
with federal planning requirements, but to also foster high-quality planning practices and 
improve the transportation planning program in this TMA.  Corrective actions reflect 
required actions for compliance with the Federal Planning Regulations and must be 
completed within the timeframes noted. Recommendations reflect national trends and 
best practices, and are intended to provide assistance to the MPO to improve the 
planning process. Noteworthy Practices highlight efforts that demonstrate innovative 
ideas for implementing the planning requirements. 
 
At the conclusion of the Certification Review site visit, the Federal Review Team asked 
the MPO staff if they had any training or technical assistance needs. The MPO 
requested approval to attend the Association of Metropolitan Planning Organizations 
(AMPO) conference to present on Performance Measures Fact Sheets and provide 
training for new staff members; one-on-one training regarding the Transportation 
Performance Management (TPM) final rules and performance measures; FHWA 
presentations at Florida Metropolitan Planning Partnership (FMPP) annual meetings; 
information about FHWA’s new National Highway Institute (NHI) environmental justice 
course; and training on the project delivery process from the FHWA and FDOT 
perspective. FHWA and FTA will work with the Sarasota/Manatee MPO to coordinate 
training and resources in these areas.   
 
A. Noteworthy Practices 


 
1. Freight Planning:  The MPO is commended for successfully bringing diverse 


stakeholders to the table for the 2016 Freight and Economic Development 
Summit and producing its first Freight report, which includes baseline data for 
MPO developed performance measures.    


2. Public Participation: The MPO is commended for including a “Just for Seniors” 
tab on the website, which features videos, links, and reports specific to educating 
the region’s aging users of the transportation system. The MPO is further 
commended for using demographic data to provide targeted outreach. The MPO 
used demographics data to identify that they have a large elderly/aging 
population and used that information to develop specific resources (Just for 
Seniors tab) targeted at the elderly population.  


3. Public Participation: The Federal Review Team commends the 
Sarasota/Manatee MPO for the use of excellent visualization techniques and 
plain language throughout planning documents and the MPO’s website. The 
MPO created numerous brochures, summary documents/fact sheets, 1-page 
handouts, and interactive maps to simplify technical information into colorful, 
easy-to-read formats for the public. It is evident that the MPO values public 
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involvement and is willing to communicate key information in many different 
formats to increase public transparency and understanding of the planning 
process.  


4. Title VI and Related Requirements: The Federal Review Team recognizes the 
MPO for hosting the Local Agency/MPO Title VI training in July 2017. This event 
was the first time an MPO in Florida successfully reached out to include local 
agencies for essential Civil Rights training.  


5. Linking Planning and Environment: The Federal Review Team commends the 
MPO for incorporating and strengthening the tie between environment, livability, 
health/wellness, land use, and social justice. By exploring environmental 
considerations holistically, particularly during the project prioritization process, the 
MPO has created a more robust transportation planning process.     


6. Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP): The Federal Review Team 
commends the Sarasota/Manatee MPO for proactively integrating MPO 
developed performance measures into the LRTP. The MPO’s performance 
measures are based on the federal planning factors and Transportation 
Performance Management (TPM) national goals. The MPO created a 
performance measures implementation document that links their performance 
measures with the 2040 LRTP Goals, and defines specific project prioritization 
criteria to support the goals and measures. The MPO also created fact sheets for 
each of their six performance measures (safety and security; infrastructure 
condition; mobility/congestion/reliability; freight and economic vitality; environment 
and livability; and project delivery). The fact sheets provide information, statistics, 
and projects in the Sarasota/Manatee region that support each performance 
measure.   
 


7. Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP): The Federal Review Team 
commends the MPO for using the online MindMixer survey tool during the 
development of the 2040 LRTP. This tool allowed those unable to attend in-
person meetings and workshops an opportunity to still engage in the planning 
process. The MPO noted that this use of technology was very effective and 
generated the highest level of public involvement they had ever received. 


8. Regional Coordination: The Sarasota/Manatee MPO is recognized for their 
outstanding regional coordination and collaboration. During the site visit, several 
partnering agencies and local organizations praised the MPO’s involvement and 
partnership efforts. The Federal Review Team also noted that the Executive 
Director was especially active in many regional planning groups and commends 
him for his leadership and participation.    
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B. Corrective Actions  
 
1. Agreements: In accordance with 23 CFR 450.314, the MPO, State, and providers 


of public transportation are required to cooperatively determine their mutual 
responsibilities in carrying out the metropolitan transportation planning process 
and clearly identify these responsibilities in written agreements. The 
Sarasota/Manatee’s urbanized area overlaps with Charlotte County-Punta 
Gorda’s MPO planning boundaries. However, the Interlocal Agreement does not 
specifically address which MPO is responsible for the planning activities for the 
area that overlaps both MPOs. The MPO needs to update their agreement with 
Charlotte County-Punta Gorda MPO to specifically address each MPO’s 
responsibility for transportation planning in the overlapping area by June 
30, 2018.   


2. Transit: Annual Listing of Obligated Projects - In accordance with 23 CFR 
450.332, the State, public transportation operator(s), and the MPO shall 
cooperatively develop a listing of projects for which federal funds were obligated 
in the preceding program year. Currently, no transit projects are included in the 
listing. Based on this requirement, the Sarasota/Manatee MPO staff needs to 
coordinate with FDOT and the public transportation operator(s) to ensure that 
transit projects are included in the Annual Listing of Obligated Projects.  


Following the site visit, the FY 2017/2018 – 2021/2022 Sarasota/Manatee MPO 
Transportation Improvement Program was administratively modified on October 
10, 2017 to include the Transit Annual Listing of Obligated Projects.  The Federal 
Review Team reviewed the updated documentation and have concluded that the 
administrative modification satisfies the corrective action. No further action is 
needed.  


C. Recommendations 
 
1. Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP): The MPO’s Personnel Policy, Rules 


and Procedures Manual was last amended in September 2005. While it is 
evident that the MPO actively uses these procedures to ensure that payroll and 
labor hours are effectively managed, the document is out of date. We 
recommend that the MPO review and update this Manual as needed to reflect 
more recent rules, laws, regulations, and guidance.   


2. Congestion Management Process (CMP): The State of the System Report 
provides a robust evaluation of current CMP performance measures and 
strategies. However, it is not clear which strategies will be selected and 
implemented in the future as a result of the trends analysis. We recommend that 
the linkage between the strategies and analysis be strengthened in the 2018 
CMP Update to more fully document how the performance of existing strategies 
will impact future decisionmaking.  
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Based on the overall findings, the FHWA and FTA jointly certify that the transportation 
planning process of the Sarasota-Bradenton Transportation Management Area, which is 
comprised solely by the Sarasota/Manatee MPO, substantially meets the federal 
planning requirements in 23 CFR 450 Subpart C subject to the MPO satisfactorily 
addressing the remaining corrective action stated in this report. The MPO is encouraged 
to provide the FHWA and FTA with evidence of satisfactory completion of the corrective 
action in accordance with the noted deadline. This FHWA/FTA certification will remain in 
effect until December 2021. 
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APPENDIX A – Sarasota/Manatee MPO Site Visit Participants 


 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)  
Danielle Blackshear 
Teresa Parker 
Losa Smith 
Doug Roberts 
  
Federal Transit Administration (FTA) 
Elizabeth Parris Orr 
 
Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) 
Bessie Reina 
Jesten Abraham 
Keith Robbins 
Mark Reichert 
Paul Steinman 
 
Metropolitan Planning Organization Advisory Council 
(MPOAC) 
Carl Mikyska 
 
Sarasota/Manatee MPO 
David Hutchinson 
Leigh Holt 
Ryan Brown 
Alvimarie Corales-Cuadrado 
Corinne Tucker 
Rachel McClain 
Collen McGue 
Nanette Eubanks 
Sue Clapsaddle 
 
Sarasota County Area Transit (SCAT) 
Sarah Blanchard 


 
Sarasota County 
Heather Larson 
 
Manatee County Area 
Transit (MCAT) 
Ryan Suarez 
 
Manatee County 
Sage Kamiya 
 
Port Manatee 
George Isiminger 
 
City of Sarasota 
Dan Ohrenstein 
 
Charlotte County-Punta 
Gorda MPO 
Gary Harrell 


Gary Speidel 
Rocky Burke 
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APPENDIX B – Sarasota-Bradenton TMA Certification Meeting Agenda 
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APPENDIX C – Sarasota/Manatee MPO Notice of Public Meeting 
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APPENDIX D – Summary of Public Comments Received  


 


FHWA and FTA would like to thank everyone who contributed comments for the 
Sarasota-Bradenton TMA Certification Review. Public comments are a vital element of 
the certification review, as they allow citizens to provide direct input on the 
transportation planning process for their transportation planning area. The comments 
received during the public meeting included remarks about the positive changes in the 
region, the MPO’s collaboration efforts, and the desire for more Complete Streets 
projects. No additional comments received during the 30-day public comment period 
following the site visit. We have reviewed all comments and have taken them into 
consideration throughout the writing of this report.  
The next page begins the public meeting minutes and the public comments received. 
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 







 


2017 CRTPA Federal Certification Review  35 | P a g e  


 


 







 


2017 CRTPA Federal Certification Review  36 | P a g e  


 


 








From: Blackshear, Danielle (FHWA)
To: Abraham, Jesten; Colleen McGue
Cc: Dave Hutchinson; Leigh Holt; Mike Maholtz; Nanette Eubanks; Rachel McClain; Sue Clapsaddle; mark.reichert


dot.state.fl.us; Gramovot, Alexander; Jacobs, LeeAnn (FHWA); Reina, Bessie
Subject: RE: Draft 5 Year Transportation Improvement Program available for public review and comment
Date: Monday, June 5, 2017 1:30:19 PM
Attachments: Sarasota-Manatee 17.18-21.22 TIP Comments.docx


Hi Jesten,
 
Please see attached my one comment for the Draft Sarasota Manatee TIP. Thank you all so much for
incorporating my comments from the previous TIP; it made my review of this one super easy! Great
job!
 
Happy Monday!
 


Danielle
 
Danielle E. Blackshear
Transportation Planning Specialist
Federal Highway Administration, Florida Division
US Department of Transportation
3500 Financial Plaza, Suite 400, Tallahassee, FL 32312
 
Phone: (850) 553-2221
Danielle.Blackshear@dot.gov
www.fhwa.dot.gov
 


P Please consider the environment before printing this email. Thanks!


 


From: Colleen McGue [mailto:Colleen@mympo.org] 
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2017 3:48 PM
To: Abraham, Jesten <Jesten.Abraham@dot.state.fl.us>; Anne.Ross@lwrtownhall.com; Bob Gause
(bob@gauseandassociates.com) <bob@gauseandassociates.com>; Brian Atkins
<brian.atkins@regions.com>; Carol Sakowitz LeDonne <c_sakowitz@yahoo.com>; Charlie Czech
<lnccjc@msn.com>; Christian Cotter <christian.cotter@sarasotaadvisory.net>; Claudia Carlson
<cjciris@gmail.com>; Don Bingham <dsbing3@outlook.com>; Dorian Popescu
(dorian.popescu@sarasotaadvisory.net) <dorian.popescu@sarasotaadvisory.net>; Dorian Popescu
(dpopescu@dmkassoc.com) <dpopescu@dmkassoc.com>; Eileen Normile
<Eileen.Normile@sarasotagov.com>; Gene Schiller (gschiller906@aol.com) <gschiller906@aol.com>;
Gerald Noeske (melanchthon22@hotmail.com) <melanchthon22@hotmail.com>; Jay Goodwill
<jay.goodwill@sarasotaadvisory.net>; Jay Goodwill <jaygoodwill@cutr.usf.edu>; Jeremy
Whatmough <jeremy.whatmough@sarasotaadvisory.net>; Jeremy Whatmough
<jjtwhat@gmail.com>; Jim Schmidt <james.schmidt@sarasotaadvisory.net>; John Hendricks
<john.hendricks@sarasotaadvisory.net>; John Teran <JT2546@verizon.net>; Jordan Leep - Kimley
Horn (Jordan.Leep@kimley-horn.com) <Jordan.Leep@kimley-horn.com>; Jordan Leep - Kimley Horn
(jordanleep@gmail.com) <jordanleep@gmail.com>; Kafi Benz <kafi.benz@sarasotaadvisory.net>;



mailto:Jesten.Abraham@dot.state.fl.us

mailto:Colleen@mympo.org

mailto:Dave@mympo.org

mailto:Leigh@mympo.org

mailto:Mike@mympo.org
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mailto:Rachel@mympo.org

mailto:Sue@mympo.org

mailto:mark.reichert@dot.state.fl.us

mailto:mark.reichert@dot.state.fl.us

mailto:Alexander.Gramovot@dot.state.fl.us

mailto:LeeAnn.Jacobs@dot.gov

mailto:Bessie.Reina@dot.state.fl.us

mailto:Danielle.Blackshear@dot.gov

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/



Sarasota/Manatee MPO 2017/18 – 2021/22 TIP Comments


Critical


1. Please ensure that ALL projects have reference to the LRTP – 23 CFR 450.324(i). This can be a reference to the LRTP goals and objectives if the project is not included in the CFP. (pages B-39 - B-50)












Kafi Benz 2 <k.mposm@gmail.com>; Miya Burt-Stewart <miya.burt-stewart@sarasotaadvisory.net>;
Reina, Bessie <Bessie.Reina@dot.state.fl.us>; Richard DeGennaro <richdege@me.com>; Sara
Calhoun <scalhoun@vibengineering.com>; Shaun Koby <sk@lydeckerdiaz.com>; Tom Whitlow
<TomWhitlow@gmail.com>; Alex Davis Shaw <alexandrea_DavisShaw@sarasotagov.com>; Allen
Tusing <atusing@palmettofl.org>; Amy Anderson <anders2a@manateeschools.net>; Andrew Hayslip
(andrew.hayslip@cityofbradenton.com) <andrew.hayslip@cityofbradenton.com>; Anthony Matonti
(anthony.matonti@tbarta.com) <anthony.matonti@tbarta.com>; Avera Wynne <avera@tbrpc.org>;
Ben Newman <bnewman@cityofnorthport.com>; Bill Steele <william.steele@mymanatee.org>;
Brett Harrington <bharring@scgov.net>; Catherine Hartley
(catherine.hartley@cityofbradenton.com) <catherine.hartley@cityofbradenton.com>; Clarke Davis
<clarke.davis@mymanatee.org>; Corie Holmes (Holmes2c@manateeschools.net)
<Holmes2c@manateeschools.net>; Daniel Ohrenstein (daniel.ohrenstein@sarasotagov.com)
<daniel.ohrenstein@sarasotagov.com>; Blackshear, Danielle (FHWA)
<Danielle.Blackshear@dot.gov>; Darlene Culpepper (DCulpepper@Venicegov.com)
<DCulpepper@Venicegov.com>; Elisa Traub <Elisa.traub@srq-airport.com>; George Isiminger
<gisiminger@portmanatee.com>; Javier Vargas <jvargas@palmettofl.org>; Jeff Shrum
(jshrum@venicegov.com) <jshrum@venicegov.com>; Jim McGuinness
<publicworks@holmesbeachfl.org>; Jim McGuinness <jmcguinness@holmesbeachfl.org>; Jim
Mclellan <Jim.Mclellan@cityofbradenton.com>; John Osborne (john.osborne@mymanatee.org)
<john.osborne@mymanatee.org>; Juan Florensa <jflorensa@longboatkey.org>; Karla S. Owens
<kowens@palmettofl.org>; Kathleen Thompson <kathleen.thompson@mymanatee.org>; Kathleen
Weeden <kweeden@venicegov.com>; Kent Bontrager (kent.bontrager@srq-airport.com)
<kent.bontrager@srq-airport.com>; Kwamenah Sankah <ksankah@scgov.net>; Lawrence Massey
<lawrence.massey@dot.state.fl.us>; Lynn Burnett (lynn@LTAEngineers.com)
<lynn@LTAEngineers.com>; Maika Arnold (marnold@longboatkey.org)
<marnold@longboatkey.org>; Margaret Wuerstle <mwuerstle@swfrpc.org>; Michael Pendley
<pendleym@manateeschools.net>; Michael Storino <mstorino@scgov.net>; Michele Norton
<mnorton@cityofnorthport.com>; Michelle Peronto (michelle.peronto@dot.state.fl.us)
<michelle.peronto@dot.state.fl.us>; Micki Ryan (micki_ryan@sarasota.k12.fl.us)
<micki_ryan@sarasota.k12.fl.us>; Nichole Gwinnett <ngwinnett@swfrpc.org>; Paula Wiggins
<pwiggins@scgov.net>; PE Kim B. Clayback - City of Bradenton (kim.clayback@cityofbradenton.com)
<kim.clayback@cityofbradenton.com>; Randy DeShazo <randy@tbrpc.org>; Robert Stewart
<rjstewart@scgov.net>; Roger Clarke <rclark@ci.venice.fl.us>; Ryan Chapdelain
<ryan.chapdelain@sarasotagov.com>; Ryan Suarez ('Ryan.Suarez@mymanatee.org')
<'Ryan.Suarez@mymanatee.org'>; Sage Kamiya <sage.kamiya@mymanatee.org>; Sarah Blanchard
<sblancha@scgov.net>; Scott Pickett (spickett@venicegov.com) <spickett@venicegov.com>; Steve
Stancel <steven.stancel@sarasotgov.com>; Tom Woodard
<twoodard@cityofbradentonbeach.com>; Tyson Quire <tyson.quire@mymanatee.org>; Bruce Dillon
(bruce.dillon@scgov.net) <bruce.dillon@scgov.net>; Bruce Henry (brucerealty@gmail.com)
<brucerealty@gmail.com>; David.Agacinski@dot.state.fl.us; Ed Goff <ed.goff@gmail.com>; George
McKay (georgefmckay@aol.com) <georgefmckay@aol.com>; jburton@palmettofl.org; Martin Gold
<mgold@ufl.edu>; Mike Gippert (mdspartan@comcast.net) <mdspartan@comcast.net>; Patrick Lui
(plui@scgov.net) <plui@scgov.net>; Payne, Sophee <Sophee.Payne@flhealth.gov>; Richard Garrett
<rhgarrett01@gmail.com>; Robert Disabatino (bobdisab@gmail.com) <bobdisab@gmail.com>;
Sandy Pfundheller (spfundheller@cityofnorthport.com) <spfundheller@cityofnorthport.com>; Sgt.







Michael Kenyan (michael.kenyan@manateesheriff.com) <michael.kenyan@manateesheriff.com>;
Thomas Denslow (tomd@dsdginc.com) <tomd@dsdginc.com>; Walter Rossman
(gotwalp@mac.com) <gotwalp@mac.com>
Cc: Dave Hutchinson <Dave@mympo.org>; Leigh Holt <Leigh@mympo.org>; Mike Maholtz
<Mike@mympo.org>; Nanette Eubanks <Nanette@mympo.org>; Rachel McClain
<Rachel@mympo.org>; Sue Clapsaddle <Sue@mympo.org>
Subject: Draft 5 Year Transportation Improvement Program available for public review and comment
 
Good afternoon, MPO Committee members:
 
Each year the Sarasota/Manatee MPO updates the 5 Year Transportation Improvement Program
(TIP). The new Draft TIP for FY 2017/18—2021/22 is now available for public review and comment
on the MPO’s website.
 
To view the TIP, please click here. If you would like to download the TIP, please visit our documents
page here, select Transportation Improvement Program, and then select Draft 2017-18 TIP from the
drop-down menu.
 
Background: The process to develop the 2017/18-2021/22 TIP started in June 2016 when the MPO
Board adopted its 2016 Project Priority List.  That list was forwarded to FDOT to prepare its Draft
Tentative Five Year Work Program which includes roadway improvements, transportation
alternatives, bridge, safety and public transportation projects (i.e. transit, aviation, port, intermodal
and transportation disadvantaged program projects).
 
At the October 2016 MPO Board meeting, FDOT presented the Draft Tentative Five Year Work
Program that addressed the priorities that were set by the MPO Board in June 2016.  The 2017/18-
2021/22 Draft Tentative Five Year Work Program is incorporated into the FY 2017/18-2021/22
Transportation Improvement Program.
 
The TIP will be presented to you at your upcoming committee meeting on June 5, and will be
presented to the MPO Board at their next MPO Board meeting on June 19, 2017. The TIP must be
submitted to FDOT by July 15, 2017.
 
If you have any questions about the TIP document or TIP process, please feel free to get in touch
with me by phone or by email. Additionally, if you have any comments regarding the TIP document
please let me know.
 
Thank you and have a nice weekend,
Colleen
Colleen McGue, AICP
Principal Planner
Sarasota/Manatee MPO
Office: (941)359-5772 | Fax: (941)359-5779
Colleen@MyMPO.org | MyMPO.org
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Serving the regional transportation planning needs of Florida’s Sarasota and Manatee Counties.
 
 








From: Colleen McGue
To: Blackshear, Danielle (FHWA); Abraham, Jesten
Cc: Dave Hutchinson; Leigh Holt; Mike Maholtz; Nanette Eubanks; Rachel McClain; Sue Clapsaddle; mark.reichert


dot.state.fl.us; Gramovot, Alexander; Jacobs, LeeAnn (FHWA); Reina, Bessie
Subject: RE: Draft 5 Year Transportation Improvement Program available for public review and comment
Date: Wednesday, June 7, 2017 12:27:00 PM


Thanks, Danielle. We have addressed your comments, and have posted the latest version of the TIP
on our website here. This is the draft that will go to our board on June 19.
 
Thanks,
Colleen
Colleen McGue, AICP
Principal Planner
Sarasota/Manatee MPO
Office: (941)359-5772 | Fax: (941)359-5779
Colleen@MyMPO.org | MyMPO.org
 
Serving the regional transportation planning needs of Florida’s Sarasota and Manatee Counties.
 
 
 
 


From: Blackshear, Danielle (FHWA) [mailto:Danielle.Blackshear@dot.gov] 
Sent: Monday, June 05, 2017 1:30 PM
To: Abraham, Jesten <Jesten.Abraham@dot.state.fl.us>; Colleen McGue <Colleen@mympo.org>
Cc: Dave Hutchinson <Dave@mympo.org>; Leigh Holt <Leigh@mympo.org>; Mike Maholtz
<Mike@mympo.org>; Nanette Eubanks <Nanette@mympo.org>; Rachel McClain
<Rachel@mympo.org>; Sue Clapsaddle <Sue@mympo.org>; mark.reichert dot.state.fl.us
<mark.reichert@dot.state.fl.us>; Gramovot, Alexander <Alexander.Gramovot@dot.state.fl.us>;
Jacobs, LeeAnn (FHWA) <LeeAnn.Jacobs@dot.gov>; Reina, Bessie <Bessie.Reina@dot.state.fl.us>
Subject: RE: Draft 5 Year Transportation Improvement Program available for public review and
comment
 
Hi Jesten,
 
Please see attached my one comment for the Draft Sarasota Manatee TIP. Thank you all so much for
incorporating my comments from the previous TIP; it made my review of this one super easy! Great
job!
 
Happy Monday!
 


Danielle
 
Danielle E. Blackshear
Transportation Planning Specialist
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Federal Highway Administration, Florida Division
US Department of Transportation
3500 Financial Plaza, Suite 400, Tallahassee, FL 32312
 
Phone: (850) 553-2221
Danielle.Blackshear@dot.gov
www.fhwa.dot.gov
 


P Please consider the environment before printing this email. Thanks!


 


From: Colleen McGue [mailto:Colleen@mympo.org] 
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2017 3:48 PM
To: Abraham, Jesten <Jesten.Abraham@dot.state.fl.us>; Anne.Ross@lwrtownhall.com; Bob Gause
(bob@gauseandassociates.com) <bob@gauseandassociates.com>; Brian Atkins
<brian.atkins@regions.com>; Carol Sakowitz LeDonne <c_sakowitz@yahoo.com>; Charlie Czech
<lnccjc@msn.com>; Christian Cotter <christian.cotter@sarasotaadvisory.net>; Claudia Carlson
<cjciris@gmail.com>; Don Bingham <dsbing3@outlook.com>; Dorian Popescu
(dorian.popescu@sarasotaadvisory.net) <dorian.popescu@sarasotaadvisory.net>; Dorian Popescu
(dpopescu@dmkassoc.com) <dpopescu@dmkassoc.com>; Eileen Normile
<Eileen.Normile@sarasotagov.com>; Gene Schiller (gschiller906@aol.com) <gschiller906@aol.com>;
Gerald Noeske (melanchthon22@hotmail.com) <melanchthon22@hotmail.com>; Jay Goodwill
<jay.goodwill@sarasotaadvisory.net>; Jay Goodwill <jaygoodwill@cutr.usf.edu>; Jeremy
Whatmough <jeremy.whatmough@sarasotaadvisory.net>; Jeremy Whatmough
<jjtwhat@gmail.com>; Jim Schmidt <james.schmidt@sarasotaadvisory.net>; John Hendricks
<john.hendricks@sarasotaadvisory.net>; John Teran <JT2546@verizon.net>; Jordan Leep - Kimley
Horn (Jordan.Leep@kimley-horn.com) <Jordan.Leep@kimley-horn.com>; Jordan Leep - Kimley Horn
(jordanleep@gmail.com) <jordanleep@gmail.com>; Kafi Benz <kafi.benz@sarasotaadvisory.net>;
Kafi Benz 2 <k.mposm@gmail.com>; Miya Burt-Stewart <miya.burt-stewart@sarasotaadvisory.net>;
Reina, Bessie <Bessie.Reina@dot.state.fl.us>; Richard DeGennaro <richdege@me.com>; Sara
Calhoun <scalhoun@vibengineering.com>; Shaun Koby <sk@lydeckerdiaz.com>; Tom Whitlow
<TomWhitlow@gmail.com>; Alex Davis Shaw <alexandrea_DavisShaw@sarasotagov.com>; Allen
Tusing <atusing@palmettofl.org>; Amy Anderson <anders2a@manateeschools.net>; Andrew Hayslip
(andrew.hayslip@cityofbradenton.com) <andrew.hayslip@cityofbradenton.com>; Anthony Matonti
(anthony.matonti@tbarta.com) <anthony.matonti@tbarta.com>; Avera Wynne <avera@tbrpc.org>;
Ben Newman <bnewman@cityofnorthport.com>; Bill Steele <william.steele@mymanatee.org>;
Brett Harrington <bharring@scgov.net>; Catherine Hartley
(catherine.hartley@cityofbradenton.com) <catherine.hartley@cityofbradenton.com>; Clarke Davis
<clarke.davis@mymanatee.org>; Corie Holmes (Holmes2c@manateeschools.net)
<Holmes2c@manateeschools.net>; Daniel Ohrenstein (daniel.ohrenstein@sarasotagov.com)
<daniel.ohrenstein@sarasotagov.com>; Blackshear, Danielle (FHWA)
<Danielle.Blackshear@dot.gov>; Darlene Culpepper (DCulpepper@Venicegov.com)
<DCulpepper@Venicegov.com>; Elisa Traub <Elisa.traub@srq-airport.com>; George Isiminger
<gisiminger@portmanatee.com>; Javier Vargas <jvargas@palmettofl.org>; Jeff Shrum
(jshrum@venicegov.com) <jshrum@venicegov.com>; Jim McGuinness
<publicworks@holmesbeachfl.org>; Jim McGuinness <jmcguinness@holmesbeachfl.org>; Jim
Mclellan <Jim.Mclellan@cityofbradenton.com>; John Osborne (john.osborne@mymanatee.org)
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<john.osborne@mymanatee.org>; Juan Florensa <jflorensa@longboatkey.org>; Karla S. Owens
<kowens@palmettofl.org>; Kathleen Thompson <kathleen.thompson@mymanatee.org>; Kathleen
Weeden <kweeden@venicegov.com>; Kent Bontrager (kent.bontrager@srq-airport.com)
<kent.bontrager@srq-airport.com>; Kwamenah Sankah <ksankah@scgov.net>; Lawrence Massey
<lawrence.massey@dot.state.fl.us>; Lynn Burnett (lynn@LTAEngineers.com)
<lynn@LTAEngineers.com>; Maika Arnold (marnold@longboatkey.org)
<marnold@longboatkey.org>; Margaret Wuerstle <mwuerstle@swfrpc.org>; Michael Pendley
<pendleym@manateeschools.net>; Michael Storino <mstorino@scgov.net>; Michele Norton
<mnorton@cityofnorthport.com>; Michelle Peronto (michelle.peronto@dot.state.fl.us)
<michelle.peronto@dot.state.fl.us>; Micki Ryan (micki_ryan@sarasota.k12.fl.us)
<micki_ryan@sarasota.k12.fl.us>; Nichole Gwinnett <ngwinnett@swfrpc.org>; Paula Wiggins
<pwiggins@scgov.net>; PE Kim B. Clayback - City of Bradenton (kim.clayback@cityofbradenton.com)
<kim.clayback@cityofbradenton.com>; Randy DeShazo <randy@tbrpc.org>; Robert Stewart
<rjstewart@scgov.net>; Roger Clarke <rclark@ci.venice.fl.us>; Ryan Chapdelain
<ryan.chapdelain@sarasotagov.com>; Ryan Suarez ('Ryan.Suarez@mymanatee.org')
<'Ryan.Suarez@mymanatee.org'>; Sage Kamiya <sage.kamiya@mymanatee.org>; Sarah Blanchard
<sblancha@scgov.net>; Scott Pickett (spickett@venicegov.com) <spickett@venicegov.com>; Steve
Stancel <steven.stancel@sarasotgov.com>; Tom Woodard
<twoodard@cityofbradentonbeach.com>; Tyson Quire <tyson.quire@mymanatee.org>; Bruce Dillon
(bruce.dillon@scgov.net) <bruce.dillon@scgov.net>; Bruce Henry (brucerealty@gmail.com)
<brucerealty@gmail.com>; David.Agacinski@dot.state.fl.us; Ed Goff <ed.goff@gmail.com>; George
McKay (georgefmckay@aol.com) <georgefmckay@aol.com>; jburton@palmettofl.org; Martin Gold
<mgold@ufl.edu>; Mike Gippert (mdspartan@comcast.net) <mdspartan@comcast.net>; Patrick Lui
(plui@scgov.net) <plui@scgov.net>; Payne, Sophee <Sophee.Payne@flhealth.gov>; Richard Garrett
<rhgarrett01@gmail.com>; Robert Disabatino (bobdisab@gmail.com) <bobdisab@gmail.com>;
Sandy Pfundheller (spfundheller@cityofnorthport.com) <spfundheller@cityofnorthport.com>; Sgt.
Michael Kenyan (michael.kenyan@manateesheriff.com) <michael.kenyan@manateesheriff.com>;
Thomas Denslow (tomd@dsdginc.com) <tomd@dsdginc.com>; Walter Rossman
(gotwalp@mac.com) <gotwalp@mac.com>
Cc: Dave Hutchinson <Dave@mympo.org>; Leigh Holt <Leigh@mympo.org>; Mike Maholtz
<Mike@mympo.org>; Nanette Eubanks <Nanette@mympo.org>; Rachel McClain
<Rachel@mympo.org>; Sue Clapsaddle <Sue@mympo.org>
Subject: Draft 5 Year Transportation Improvement Program available for public review and comment
 
Good afternoon, MPO Committee members:
 
Each year the Sarasota/Manatee MPO updates the 5 Year Transportation Improvement Program
(TIP). The new Draft TIP for FY 2017/18—2021/22 is now available for public review and comment
on the MPO’s website.
 
To view the TIP, please click here. If you would like to download the TIP, please visit our documents
page here, select Transportation Improvement Program, and then select Draft 2017-18 TIP from the
drop-down menu.
 
Background: The process to develop the 2017/18-2021/22 TIP started in June 2016 when the MPO
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Board adopted its 2016 Project Priority List.  That list was forwarded to FDOT to prepare its Draft
Tentative Five Year Work Program which includes roadway improvements, transportation
alternatives, bridge, safety and public transportation projects (i.e. transit, aviation, port, intermodal
and transportation disadvantaged program projects).
 
At the October 2016 MPO Board meeting, FDOT presented the Draft Tentative Five Year Work
Program that addressed the priorities that were set by the MPO Board in June 2016.  The 2017/18-
2021/22 Draft Tentative Five Year Work Program is incorporated into the FY 2017/18-2021/22
Transportation Improvement Program.
 
The TIP will be presented to you at your upcoming committee meeting on June 5, and will be
presented to the MPO Board at their next MPO Board meeting on June 19, 2017. The TIP must be
submitted to FDOT by July 15, 2017.
 
If you have any questions about the TIP document or TIP process, please feel free to get in touch
with me by phone or by email. Additionally, if you have any comments regarding the TIP document
please let me know.
 
Thank you and have a nice weekend,
Colleen
Colleen McGue, AICP
Principal Planner
Sarasota/Manatee MPO
Office: (941)359-5772 | Fax: (941)359-5779
Colleen@MyMPO.org | MyMPO.org
 
Serving the regional transportation planning needs of Florida’s Sarasota and Manatee Counties.
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