
 

Exhibit TB-1 
Manatee County Population Projections 

 

Year Population Annual Growth Rate 

2007 315,890  

2010 327,544 1.21% 

2015 358,412 1.59% 

 
Employment projections were taken from the State of Florida’s Agency for Workforce Innovation 
website at www.labormarketinfo.com.  Projected years for this data are 2007 and 2015 as 
shown in Exhibit TB-2.  Using these two values, a compounded employment growth rate is 
calculated for Manatee County. Because this is the only employment projection data available, 
this growth rate is used for both the 5 and 10-year employment forecasts. 
 
 

Exhibit TB-2 
  Manatee County Employment Projections 

 

Year Employment Annual Growth Rate 

2007 162,288  

2015 211,611 3.37% 

 
Mean annual wages is another variable that TBEST requires.  It is used to calculate the impact 
(impedance) of fares on ridership.  The 2005 and 2007 mean annual wage for Manatee County 
was derived from wage rate tables found at www.labormarketinfo.com.  These two years were 
used to compute a wage growth rate as shown in Exhibit TB-3.   
 

 
Exhibit TB-3 

   Mean Annual Wage Projections 
 

Year Mean Wage Annual Growth Rate 

2005 $33,592  

2007 $35,630 2.99% 
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After all demographic information is entered into TBEST; the 2012 and 2017 model scenarios 
were run. The results are shown in Exhibits TB-4 and TB-5. 
 
Using demographic change as the input, weekday projected ridership increases range from 
approximately 8 to 13 percent in 2012 and approximately 6 to 14 percent on Saturdays.  The 
Route 1 is a special exception because of service changes.  Routes 1A and 1B were combined 
into Route 1, while other portions of Palmetto that were served by 1A and 1B are now served by 
the new Route 13.  Adding Routes 1 and 13 together shows that ridership in Palmetto is 
projected to increase 53 percent on weekdays and 40 percent on Saturdays.  On an annual 
basis, the ridership for the entire MCAT network is projected to increase 2.6 percent on 
weekdays, 2.2 percent on Saturdays, and 1.1 percent on Sundays over the 5-year period.  
 
 

Exhibit TB-4 
  MCAT 2012 Ridership Projections 

 
 Weekday Projected 

Daily Riders 
Saturday Projected 

Daily Riders 
Sunday Projected 

Daily Riders 

 
2012 

% Change 
from 2007 

2012 
% Change 
from 2007 

2012 
% Change 
from 2007 

Route 1 161 -11.9% 83 -34.0%  

Route 2 259 12.6% 185 13.5%  

Route 3 527 13.3% 336 13.9%  

Route 4 276 11.4% 158 11.9%  

Route 6 481 12.9% 318 12.9%  

Route 8 231 12.7% 178 12.7%  

Route 9 204 8.9% 68 9.4%  

Route 13 121 n/a 94 n/a  

Route 16 187 11.1% 145 10.8%  

Route 99 876 13.2% 656 12.6%  

Trolley 1,203 8.0% 1,405 6.5% 1,377 5.5%

Total 4,526 13.2% 3,627 11.2% 1,377 5.5%

 
 
For the ten-year horizon, weekday projected ridership increases range from approximately 18 to 
38 percent. Saturday projected ridership increases range from approximately 15 to 40 percent. 
On an annual basis, the ridership for the entire MCAT network is projected to increase 3.1 
percent on weekdays, 2.7 percent on Saturdays, and 1.3 percent on Sundays over the 10-year 
period.  
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Exhibit TB-5 

MCAT 2017 Ridership Projections 
 

 Weekday Projected 
Daily Riders 

Saturday Projected 
Daily Riders 

Sunday Projected 
Daily Riders 

 
2017 

% Change 
from 2007 

2017 
% Change 
from 2007 

2017 
% Change 
from 2007 

Route 1 183 -0.1% 94 -25.2%  

Route 2 316 37.2% 227 39.4%  

Route 3 623 33.9% 399 35.2%  

Route 4 328 32.1% 187 32.8%  

Route 6 568 33.4% 376 33.2%  

Route 8 278 35.6% 213 34.7%  

Route 9 230 22.8% 77 24.5%  

Route 13 139 n/a 109  

Route 16 215 27.7% 166 26.6%  

Route 99 1,033 33.5% 774 32.7%  

Trolley 1,318 18.3% 1,522 15.4% 1,470 12.5%

Total 5,230 30.7% 4,143 27.1% 1,470 12.5%

 
 
 
Exhibit TB-6 shows the projected MCAT ridership totals based on Manatee County’s projected 
population and employment data and Exhibits TB-7 and TB-8 shows the ridership projections by 
route and by year for weekdays and Saturdays. 
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Exhibit TB-6 
 

  Demographic and Ridership Projection Totals  
 

 
 2007 

2012 
(projected)

%Change
2017 

(projected) 
%Change

Demographic Projections 

Population 315,890 335,552 6.2% 369,909 17.1%

Employment  162,288 191,566 18.0% 226,126 39.3%

Ridership Projections 

Weekday 4,000 4,526 13.2% 5,230 30.7%

Saturday 3,260 3,627 11.2% 4,143 27.1%

Sunday 1,306 1,377 5.5% 1,470 12.5%

Total 8,566 9,530 11.3% 10,842 26.6%

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Exhibit TB-7 

MCAT Projected Weekday Ridership by Route 
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Exhibit TB-8 
  MCAT Projected Saturday Ridership by Route 
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Transit Orientation Index (TOI) Analysis  
 

In addition to assessment of the population and employment growth for the region, an analysis 
of selected population segments that are traditionally conducive to transit use also was 
conducted.  Using 2000 Census data, a TOI was developed for Manatee County. The TOI 
identifies areas of the county with higher concentrations of transit-oriented population relative to 
other areas in the county. Data from the 2000 Census were compiled at the block group level. 
Five population and demographic characteristics, each of which is a characteristic traditionally 
conducive to transit use, were used to develop the 2000 index. This differs from the index 
developed in the 2004 TDP Update, where only four demographic characteristics - elderly, 
youth, low-income, and households with no vehicles - were used.  
 
The five characteristics that were used to produce the index include the following: 
 

 population density (persons per square mile) 
 proportion of the population age 60+ (elderly) 
 proportion of the population under age 16 (youth) 
 proportion of population below the poverty level 
 proportion of households with no vehicle (0-vehicle households) 

 
The results of the Manatee County TOI are illustrated in Exhibit ES-12. It should be noted that 
the block groups with very low population density (less than 100 persons per square mile) were 
excluded from this analysis. The map illustrates locations throughout the county where the 
proportion of the transit-oriented population is very high, high, medium, low, and very low. The 
orientation index provides a starting point for understanding where traditional transit needs are 
concentrated throughout the county.  
 
The existing bus route network operated by MCAT is overlaid on the TOI to determine the 
extent to which transit services are being provided to areas with the greatest ridership potential 
for this market.  
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